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News Features Departments 
BOYS WILL GUYS EDITORIAL 
_BY STEVE MACONE LETTERS 
Playing with action figures isn’t random activity, nor is it 
“playing with dolls,” dammit. Learn to recognize the difference 8 THIS JUST IN 


Every conceivable food | Tending the Gardner | 
David Sipress’s “Reality Check” | Could Be Verse. 


10 SPORTS BLOTTER BY MATT TAIBBI 


The sports criminal of the year is an upset. 
And it’s not Michael Vick. 


PRESIDENTIAL TOTE BOARD 
STEVEN STARK 
Even if Obama goes three for three in January, 
he faces an up-Hil climb to the nomination. 


DINING 


Robert Nadeau sifts through steak and sashimi 
in announcing his 2007 restaurant awards. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


between “ppfpgshhhh” and “psshewwwww.” 


DON’T CATCH-PHRASE ME, BRO 


_BY JAMES PARKER 

A lot of stuff gets said over the course of 365 days. But only the 
cleverest word-combinations have the staying power to resonate 
in 2008. Meet the top 10 catch phrases of the year. 


THE NATIONAL AFFRONT 


_BY BARRY CRIMMINS LEX 
Politically, 2007 was something worth 


avoiding. But it happened to us anyway. ry 


More memories of candidates, guns, 


and quagmires. PHOENIX PEOPLE 
NOT-SO-INSTANT PHOENIX FLASHBACKS 
KARMA p The first gay Western comic book, dissing slack- 
ers, and other highlights from the Phoenix's past. 
_BY ADAM REILLY 


PSYCHO SUDOKU! 
34 MOON SIGNS _ASTROLOGY BY SYMBOLINE DAI 


A full moon, the solstice, and the sun moving 
into practical Capricorn — all in one week. 


PHOENIX CROSSWORD 


After decades of sports despair, 
now everything New England roots 
for turns to gold. Clearly, we are the 


are we still complaining? 


keep acting like 
just 
ball roll through Bill 
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ARTS ENTERTAINMENT 


THE YEAR FILM: BUG JASON BOURNE, REMY THE 
RAT, AND THE ZODIAC KILLER 


JULIAN SCHNABEL DELIVERS THE BEST FILM OF THE YEAR 
WITH THE DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY | p6 


TIM BURTON AND JOHNNY DEPP REMAKE SWEENEY TODD 
FOR THE SCREEN 


THE YEAR IN GAMES: BIOSHOCK, PORTAL, AND ROCK BAND 
SCORED, AS THE MEDIUM GREW UP | p93 


THE YEAR IN THEATER: ROBERT WOODRUFF LEFT, THE 
WILBUR THEATRE WENT ON THE BLOCK, AND FREE 
SHAKESPEARE WAS CUT BACK | p 10 


THE YEAR DANCE: BOSTON BALLET WENT SPAIN 


THE YEAR ART: EDWARD HOPPER, JOSEPH CORNELL 
AND THE MOONINITES KEPT LIFE INTERESTING p12 


THE YEAR BOOKS: VIKRAM CHANDRA, DENIS 
AND NORMAN MAILER LEFT THEIR MARK 


THE YEAR NATIONAL POP: RADIOHEAD, HARVEY, AND 
FEIST MADE VERY GOOD YEAR 


THE YEAR LOCAL POP: DRUG RUG, MAJOR STARS, AND 
MARISSA NADLER CAME FROM UNDERGROUND 


THE YEAR JAZZ: HERBIE HANCOCK, KEN VANDERMARK, 
AND BERMEJO DID THE SWING THING 


THE YEAR CLASSICAL: GUSTAVO DUDAMEL AND JAMES 
LEVINE MADE NEWS, BUT LOST CRAIG SMITH 


AND “BACK TALK,” DICKY BARRETT THE MIGHTY 


Chosen People of Sports. So why f 


MIGHTY BOSSTONES THROWS DOWN 


your footwear 


and you will receive Plus, come for great in-store specials 
20” Now Sale For Just $25! Life St. 
"Good while supplies last \ 5 S. Union St. 
All other New Balance apparel 15” OFF 


Discount off factory store pnces. Cannot apply to pnor sales or other otters. Shoes are factory seconds ot discontinued styles. For first quality dealers, call 1.800.253.SHOE. or visit New Balance Gudingtan at tbe Wayside Commons. Above afters not valid al dealer stares. 
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The 


too often the case, 


Boston finds itself ina 


bad corner. 


? 
WHAT 
Send ane mail to letters© _ 
or text BOSPHX, then a 
then your to 


The ugly dispute over testing firefighters for drugs and alcohol. 
Plus, rebuilding UMass Boston. 


WHEN THE FIREFIGHTERS 
UNION QUIT THE SPECIAL 
COMMITTEE SEEKING 


reform the Boston Fire Department this 
past week, exhibited for city 
residents and a reckless disregard for the 
safety of its own members. 

A panel of outside experts sparked 
the walkout when it recommended the 
fire department adopt random drug and 
alcohol testing. This, of course, came in 
the wake of the deaths earlier this year of 
two firefighters in a West Roxbury blaze. 
Autopsies reportedly revealed that one 
firefighter had traces of cocaine in his 

system, the other had alcohol. 

The union argues that adopting a 
policy for drug and alcohol testing 
contract concession for which it should 
receive consideration. In other words, 
the union seeking protect the rights 
of its members to be drunk or high on 
the job — and it expects to be paid to give 
up that “right.” Even by the consistently 
arrogant and unreasonable standards of 
the firefighters union, this is a new low. 

However, it should come as no sur- 
prise. Boston has learned over time that 
the union has no shame. In fact, union 
leadership seems happiest when 
publicly flexing its political muscle. 

As is too often the case, Boston finds 
itself in a bad corner. Contract renegotia- 
tion appears to be the only time the union 
is open to considering much-needed 
reforms — on testing, as well as other is- 
sues training, restructuring, and 
hiring of civilians to help with non-fire 
. Mayor Menino repeat- 
1as been told of the need for these 


7 yh n 
duties 


edly 


2m during contract talks. Until now, 
cial considerations had received top 


y 


But the aftermath the two deaths 
West Roxbury, mandatory testing 
has become a serious political issue for 


anda potentially dangerous 
one, too, since he has absc lutely no le 
verage over the union and perhaps even 
less influence. Adding to the problem, 
Menino’'s admirable hiring of an outsider 
to lead the department has angered the 
and left it unlikely to trust the 
mmis ‘sin 
eform 
Menino cannot aff rd to have the test- 
ing issue unresolved when he begins his 
expect ed campaign for re-election. His 
likely opponent, Boston city councilor 
Michael Flaherty, is in a perfect posi 
tion to embarrass him on it. As chair of 
the Public Safety committee, Flaherty 


union, 


cc 
agreed-upon 


ms, but has not been able to win any 


can hold hearings on the issue. In addi- 
tion, any major trade-offs that Menino 
promises the union (salaries, equipment 
upgrades, etc.) would need included 
in the budget, which the council re- 
views. Imagine this exchange: “Why are 
we taking $X million out of child services 
to bribe the firefighters into taking drug 
tests? 

This, unfortunately, is all too typical. 
The mayor rarely takes action unless he’s 
under sufficient political pressure to do 
safe bet that Menino does get 
the union to accept testing, satisfying 
some of those calling for more wide- 
spread reform, the rest of the much- 
needed reforms will go unaddressed 
— until the next disaster or tragedy. 


NEEDED MAKEOVER 

Even though Massachusetts is a state 
that consistently shortchanges public 
higher education, a welcome consensus 
appears building about the need 
repair and rebuild the crumbling Univer- 
sity of Massachusetts Boston campus. 


University trustees are considering a 
plan that during the next years would 
do just that. Key to the proposal would be 
the construction of new academic build- 
ings, above-ground parking garage, 
and athletic fields. The current, almost 
Stalin-esque brick plazas the central 
campus would replaced series 
grassy quadrangles. 

There is, however, one aspect of the 
plan that should studied with care and 
perhaps even skepticism: the call build 
1000 units of dormitories. 

When the Boston campus was founded 
in 1964, it was conceived as a commuter 
school to serve an urban population of 
both traditional and non-traditional 
students. Times do change. But with 
tuition costs at local colleges and univer- 
sities spiraling well out reach work- 
ing families, not to mention the poor, 
the original mission of UMass Boston is 
more important than it ever was. Mod- 
est though the proposed dormitories are, 
they would appear to set UMass Boston 
the wrong road. 
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7:00 Doors / 8:00 SHOW / 18+ 


THE SANDBOX 


LISTEN 
WEEKDAYS 
6-10AM 


MARCH 


7:00 DOORS / 8:00 SHOW / 18+ 


CHARGE PHONE: 617-228-6000 


All dates, acts and ticket prices subject to change without notice. 
A service charge may be added to each ticket. 
American Express Membership Rewards® points accepted for all concert tickets. 


THE SANDBOX 


Unpopularity 


like commend David Bernstein 


for pointing out that the mayor could 


have many promising challengers 
(see “Menino’s Hit List,” “Talking 
Politics,” November 30). However, 


don’t think Mayor Menino 


some the press. former 
employee and supporter Menino 

worked for the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority for five years, two 
which served the mayor’s 
Housing Advisory Committee 
and met with him every 

Monday ready speak 
out against him for the good 
Boston. doing extremely 
poor job steward the city, 
and his best days are behind him. 


Most people view Menino 
old-style “us vs. them” 
pol who dishes out perks 
and paybacks, depending 
who you are. believe 

out touch with the 
majority Bostonians. 
Remember, this “popular” 
mayor — often called un- 
beatable — was re-elected 
by less than 24 percent of 
total registered 
voters in 2005 (only 35 per- 
cent the registered voters 
turned out). That’s hardly a 
groundswell enthusiasm. 

The city’s demograph- 
ics have changed dramati- 
cally, with a confluence 
of new people moving in, 
increased power and par- 
ticipation of many differ- 
ent racial groups, and the 
aging and thinning out 
traditional ethnic voting 

locs. This, coupled with 
Menino fatigue, both on 
behalf of city residents and 
city employees, makes him 
extremely vulnerable. (Ac- 
cording the people with 
whom keep contact 
City Hall, their work en- 
vironment has never been 
worse, and any enthusiasm 
that once existed City 
Hall long gone.) 

Mayor Menino has done 
many admirable things. 
But consumed pet- 
squabbles and grudges. 
There is no vision, just 
power wielding. Although 
Menino’s creation inertia 
through intimidation did 
one point create results 


Write 
Letters may be mailed to 
the Boston Phoenix, 126 
Brookline Avenue, Boston, 
MA 02215; faxed to 617. 
859.8201; or e- mailed to 
letters@phx.com 
writers’ e-mal 
(e-mailed letters 
must include a telephone 
number for verification and 
a hometown). Al | letters 
are subject to editing for 
considerations of space 
fairness, and clarity 


in urban services, I don’t 
see those results now. 
GREG SELKOE 


POOR SPORT 
1 was pleasantly surprised 
to see that Matt Taibbi’s No- 
“Sports Blotter” 
column “Good Show, Chaps” 
featured the recent England 
vs. Croatia Euro 2008 soc- 
cer tournament qualifying 
game. Upon reading it, how- 
ever, I found Taibbi’s mul- 
tiple mistakes and sweep- 
ing generalizations 
dismaying. To begin with, 
found disturbing that 
well-traveled individual such 
as Taibbi is unable to tell the 
difference between England 
and Great Britain, and unable 
recognize the significance 
this fact international 
sporting competitions. 
Furthermore, Taibbi’s 
obviously ignorant question, 
“When was the last time 
England was relevant all 
the sporting world?” 


embarrassing. Surely the 
English rugby union team’s 
World Cup win in 2003, or 
trip the finals this past 
October, is relevant. Or 
how about Paula Radcliffe, 
who further proved her 
title as the greatest female 
distance runner ever after 
winning yet another mara- 
thon New York early 
November? How about 
up-and-coming Formula 
driver Lewis Hamilton? 
Perhaps Taibbi feels that 
Americans don’t watch a 
particular sport, simply 
isn’t important. 

LUCY NICHOLLS 


LEGACY CANDIDATE 
Regarding “Nirvana Versus 
Foo Fighters” (Arts, Novemn- 
ber 30), Kurt Cobain is an 
institution. French psycho- 
analyst Jacques Lacan said 
that forgetting the dream 
part the dream. Cobain’s 
death part his poetic 
legacy. His lately published 
journals are underestimat- 
ed, and his commentary in 
the new film About Son ekes 
out new ways assessing 
his achievement. always 
saw Cobain rock-and- 
roll’s kid brother. Whether 
it was nerve, desperation, 
or insanity that drove him, 
whoever wants follow 
him will have to foliow suit. 


GORDON MARSHALL 
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Special 
AAAS Annual Meeting/ 
Membership 


Register 

advance for 
the 2008 American 
Association for the 
Advancement Science 
Annual Meeting Boston, 
taking place 14-18 February, 
and receive one year 
membership AAAS.* 


Rates include AAAS Annual 
Meeting registration and one- 
year membership AAAS, with 


one-year subscription Science Take advantage 
a nd to Sd our low meeting rate at 
magazine access Science 
online archives back 1880. 
*New members only ADVANCING SCIENCE, SERVING SOCIETY 


Check out 


the contenders.- Then 4adge which 
deserve to become. “Boston's 
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Will the real reality show 
ease stand up? 


With scripted television in limbc 
thanks to the Writers Guild of Amer- 
ica strike, network bosses have been 
relying on reality programming to 
soften the blow. But let's face it: 
there are only so many phony B-list- 
celebrity dating romps and artificial 
elimination contests a person can 
stand before developing a nasty 

case of acid reflux. Agita aside, the 
timing couldn't be better for Turner 
Broadcasting System to launch 

its new network: truTV (formerly 
CourtTV). Making its debut on Janu- 
ary 1, truTV will target viewers who 
want first-person access to exciting, 
high-stakes, real-life stories. Its tag- 
line, “Not Reality. Actuality,” is part 
of a TBS effort to re-brand “reality 
TV,” which nowadays has become 
something of a red herring. While 


several promising series are already 


in place for the network's upcomin 
lau , truTV development execu- 
tives wanted to broaden their search 
for programming ideas beyond the 
usual industry players. That h 
took truTV to academe 
As part of a two-stop college 

itch contest, network brass ventured 
Boston University and Rutgers 
Jniversity this past week in an atter 


sion-makers with their reality-show 
est winner will 


receive a development fee and the op- 


concepts. The cor 
concepts. ine con 


portunity to work with truTV honchos 


o harness the creative power of youth. 


articipants had 15 minutes to wow deci- 


YOUR 
BREAK 


FRESH IDEAS Ryan Cauley (left) gambles 
on bookies; Nick Farago (right) hopes to dine 
underground Seattle. 


to create a pilot or series. “College kids, 


h 


especially those interested in careers in 


media, are very tapped in to new trends 


and ideas in popular culture,” said 
Lauren Gellert, Court TV/truTV's vice 


president of alternative programming. 


“Sometimes, the best ideas come from 


people who don’t have the experience of 
actually making shows, but just have the 


thoughts on what they would like to 
see on the air.” 

When Garland Waller — an assis- 
tant professor of television at BU’s Col- 
lege of Communication, and a former 
special-projects producer at WBZ-TV — 
heard of truTV’s road-trip plans, she 
thought it was the “perfect, real-life 
opportunity” for students in her pro- 
duction course, and instantly made it 
part of the class’s final project. 

Solco Schuit, a senior in Waller's 
class, pitched a show called Band 
of Brawlers, which would document 
Friends Stand United (FSU), a contro- 
versial nationwide gang originally 
formed in Boston in the late "80s 
and early ‘90s as a violent response 
to neo-Nazis who had established a 
dominant presence at hardcore and 
punk-rock concerts. “They're certainly 
no angels, and the stakes are always 
high for FSU guys. We'd follow their 
lives and gang activities, see where 
they're from, go to the concerts and 
into the courtrooms, see how gang 
life has changed,” said Schuit, whose 
idea truTV lauded but ultimately 
passed on for being “too gritty.” Other 
ideas from BU students included Ryan 
Cauley’s Book It — a behind-the-scenes 
look at Las Vegas bookmakers — and 
Nick Farago’s Speak-Easy Supper,” a show 
ut the underground-restaurant scene 


in Seattle. 

The winner of truTV's college-pitch 
tour will be announced in spring 2008. 
Neely Steinberg 


“What's cash?” 


Could Verse 


YOU LIGHT 
LITTER TRAY 


Lines upon learning that South Korean scientists, by manipulating a fluorescent 3 
protein gene, have produced cloned cats that glow in the dark 7 

I dream of glowing cats, with whiskers red like heated wire. A 
Supernaturally knowing cats, of whom none may inquire — 

all ember-lipped, and each ear tipped with a tint of angelic fire. g 


Much sympathy with earthly things these cats do not possess: 
The world in all her multitude has failed to impress. — 
Quite over it, they quietly sit, and spookily fluoresce. 


_James Parker 
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Her Will Done 


Gardner 


Isabella Stewart Gardner’s will 
explicit: the experience she choreo- 
graphed for visitors to her museum must 
continue in perpetuity. Not one of the 2500 
objets d'art in its palatial rooms must ever be 
moved. The will is so ironclad that, nearly 
18 years after thieves absconded with a 
Vermeer, three Rembrandts, and several 
other canvasses, their eviscerated frames 
are still on the wall. 

But the most likely plan for the Gardner 
proposed $60 million, 60,000- 
square-foot expansion (designed by architect 
Renzo Piano), might make for some drastic 

yes — including the demolition of the 
carriage house behind Fenway Court, 
CGardner’s Venetian-style palazzo. 

Some community activists worry that 
1e cramped, 105-year-old museum's 
much-needed modernization will violate 
the wishes of Boston's golden-age doy- 
nne. “It's clear that the museum needs 
more space,” says Ellen Moore, a member 
of Friends of Historic Mission Hill. But 
the carriage house, she says, is “not some 
dumpy garage. It’s really magnificent. 

It had an enormous amount of aesthetic 
and personal significance to |Cardner].” 
The will, Moore contends, “refers to plural 
‘buildings’ . . . [Since there were no other 
buildings on the property at the time of 
the will, we believe |the carriage house] is 
protected.” 

Museum officials insist that they spent 
a full decade rigorously deliberating the 
expansion before deciding that the new 
building — set 50 feet back from Fenway 
Court and relocating the 
museum entrance from 
the Fenway to a side street 
(Evans Way) — was the 
least invasive way to meet 
the museum's needs while 
preserving Cardner’s man- 
date to provide for “the 
education and enjoyment 
of the public forever.” The 
current plan enjoys the 
support of the Boston Pres- 
ervation Alliance, Boston 
Landmarks Commission, 
and Massachusetts His- 
toric Commission. 

In Gardner's day, 1000 
people visited the muse- 
um each year. Today, that 
number is 200,000. The 
new building, which will 
include a performance 
hall, special-exhibition 
gallery, a gift shop, and 
café, is vital to “serving 
visitors better, and im- 
proving our capacity to do 
good programming,” says the museum's 
director of operations, James Labeck. 


er 


THE 


SOME 


IT’S 


CENT.’ 


CARRIAGE 
HOUSE 
‘NOT 


DUMPY 
GARAGE. 


REALLY 
MAGNIFI- 


ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER wanted things stay place, yet she was progressive. 


Labeck acknowledges the carriage 
house’s historic nature, and insists the 
decision to remove it was 
not made lightly, but 
claims will 
doesn’t contain “any 
relevant language” 
it. 

He does allow that the 
relocation of the muse- 
um’s entrance “means — 
and we're still evaluat- 
ing this — that we would 
create a new doorway 
through an existing wall 
{in the East Cloister] and 
we would have to move 
some portion of what is 
an installation near a 
sarcophagus.” 

Moore also worries 
that addition will block 
light the rear galleries. 

“If you happen to be 
there in the afternoon 
when the light strikes 
them, it’s a very dra- 
matic event,” she says, 
explaining that Gardner 


was extremely particular about the effects 


of natural light on her art. 


TELLING YOU, JESUS 
POOR, AND 
DIDN’T WEAR RAGS, 
WORE 
DESIGNER CLOTHES, HONEY!” 


_Dr. Creflo Dollar in 1999 on his televised “Creflo Dollar Crusade.” 


pains 


4 
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Labeck concedes the point, but counters, 
“We moved the building as far away from the 
palace as we could, and we kept it as low as we 
can... . [Tjaller buildings around us have had 
greater impact on daylight in our galleries.” 

“Our mission is to retain the atmo- 
sphere of the collection as it was in- 
stalled,” he says. But “the museum has 
some serious issues it has to deal with, 
with regard to the preservation of the pal- 
ace and the collection.” Allowing that it’s 
a “really complex issue,” Labeck says the 
museum has “always been open to ideas. 
Any we receive will be considered.” 

To that end, Moore encourages people to 
write or e-mail the Boston Redevelopment 
Authority during the project's public-com- 
ments period, which ends January 10. Yes, 
she says, Isabella Stewart Gardner was a 
progressive woman. Ahead of her time. 
“She supported contemporary art, and 
would support a new building. But not this 
particular configuration that tears down 
her creation.” 

_Mike Miliard 


To voice your opinion on the Gardner Museum's 
proposed expansion, e-mail the Boston Rede- 
velopment Authority's Kristin Kara (kristin.kara. 
during the 
public-comments period, which ends January 10. 
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Health 


Every 
conceivable 


food 


You are what you eat. So, as it turns out, is 
the theoretical baby that you may or may not 
conceive in the near future. A new book by 
Harvard nutritionist sperm-and-eggheads 
suggests that your dietary choices can greatly 
improve your chances of getting pregnant. 
The Fertility Diet (McGraw Hill, 304 pages, 
$24.95) by Drs. Jorge E. Chavarro and Walter 

C lett 1 obably- 


hor 
you want 


g knocked uy 


) 


f 
1ooas to con 


life- 


diets, 
styles, an 
reproductive 
histories of 
nearly 18,000 
nurses, and 
claims that 
the foods you 
eat can have a 
major impact 
on the likeli- 
hood of your 
conceiving. 

Magical 
baby-making 
super foods 
include... 
wait forit... 
a balanced roster of fruits, vegetables, whole 
grains, and animal and plant proteins. Avoid 
trans fats and cut back on red meat. Sound 
familiar? It should. It’s pretty much the way 
you're supposed to be eating anyway, if you 
want to be healthy and happy, and to fit into 
your jeans on a consistent basis. For amped- 
up ovulation, add a moderate amount of 
high-fat dairy products such as whole milk, 
cheese, and ice cream. If you start craving 
dill-pickle sundaes, you're probably doing 
something right. 

What you're not eating can have just as 
much of an effect on your ability to conceive. 
Avoid alcohol, for example, and stop eating 
so much sugary crap. The book, of course, is 
richer in detail about all of the above, and 
offers wide-ranging dietary statistics, plus 
medical explanations and scientific research, 
back its advice. 

The Fertility Diet, which recently got a national 
plug on the cover of Newsweek, is now in book- 
stores and available online. 

What are you waiting for? After all: tick- 
tock, ladies. Tick-fucking-tock. 


_Sara Faith Alterman 
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THE YEAR SPORTS CRIME: 
SKELL THE YEAR 
Sad, depressing year in sports crime. 
Much less funny than usual, was 2007. 
Normally at this time of year, we're 
talking about how many NFL defensive 
tackles had clouds spleef smoke spill 
out of their driver-side windows during 
“routine traffic stops,” or how many SEC 
schools let their starting backfields off 
after they were caught boosting overhead 
projectors from the university media labs. 

Not in 2007. This year the theme was 
murder and shootings, paralysis and 
brutal forcible rape. Not since the Rae 
Carruth era have we seen such grave 
and disturbing crimes infect the sports 
world, and probably never before such 
quantity: 2007, saw murder cases 
involving a Montana football player 
(James “Jimmy” Leon Wilson), a onetime 
NFL running back prospect gone off the 
rails (Arizona State’s Loren Wade), and a 
Penn State linebacker (LaVon Chisley). 

saw case which football 
player carjacking and then 
shot at highway patrolmen who gave 
chase; saw stalking, rape, and gang- 
prospect sending his wife menacing 
picture gun her cell phone (and 
surviving to get a new start with a new 
team). Normally we see NFL players bust- 
ed for solicitation; this year, we saw an 
NFL linebacker busted for being a pimp. 

Even the requisite O.]J. Simpson/ 
comic-relief bust, nearly annual staple 
the sports-crime-reporting business, 
was a pretty serious felony this time 
around. In short, it was a bad year, a 
year which the trivial and humorous 
tended to be shoved aside by the frankly 
violent and felonious. 

More and more often now, see 
crime stories involving currently ros- 
tered major college and professional 
athletes who are involved in no-joke, 
real-world organized gang activities 
whether it’s drug dealing (a Montana 
State coke-dealing football clique scored 
a coup when it became the first group of 
American athletes ever to be described as 
a cartel), home-invasion robbery (there 
were reports of football players serially 
committing armed home invasions in 
Idaho and Texas), or, in the case of one 
celebrated pro quarterback, dogfighting. 

In that sense, Michael Vick was, on 
the surface anyway, the athlete perhaps 
most representative what was new 
sports crime this year: he was a star ath- 
lete who had it all but still couldn't let go 
of “the life.” In the old days, the poor kid 
from the Oklahoma white-trash trailer 
park the Newport News ghetto who 
got the big full-ride scholarship saw that 
as his ticket out. But that just isn’t the 
goes anymore. Now the life fol- 
lows you all the way to the show. 

This phenomenon is so common 
now — and also so charged with racial 
tension — that sports reporters have 
learned to write about it in code. 
Increasingly, introducing new star 
athlete readers, sports hacks find 
themselves addressing first and foremost 
the question whether said jock has 
“entourage.” The widespread use 


REUTERS 


EVERY DOG HAS ITS DAY Michael Vick (above) 
may have grabbed the most headlines, but the 


year's top skell is still Pacman Jones. 


the latter euphemism was definitely the 
journalistic innovation of 2007; its mean- 
ing was completely and implicitly 
understood that, the end the year, 
agents and athletes made the denial of an 
entourage one of the first orders of busi- 
ness broadcast and print interviews. 
“O.J. Mayo says he doesn’t have an entou- 
rage,” read typical story. Then there was 
the case former Celtic Sebastian Telfair; 
year after Danny Ainge proudly pro- 
claimed that “Sebastian doesn’t have an 
entourage that’s just myth,” Telfair 
was robbed by an associate of the rap- 
per Fabolous (specifically, “a member of 
Fabolous’s entourage”). Fabolous himself 
was shot and wounded in the leg shortly 
after the alleged robbery. 

But the evil king all sports 
“entourage” stories was none other 
than this year’s true master criminal, 
Adam “Pacman” Jones of the Tennessee 
Titans. While Michael Vick came across 
as at least something of a victim in his 
affair — sent up the river by an NFL 
leadership perhaps little too anxious 
separate itself from the more grotesque 
symbols of ghetto culture, even as 
it welcomed back with open arms 
takers-of-life like Leonard Little Jones 
was something different. Jones was an 
unrepentant super-engine of glandu- 
lar indulgence who seemed have 
special talent for two things: returning 


punts for touchdowns, and 
getting people shot in strip 
clubs. He was involved in 
two shooting incidents 
two different clubs: one in 
Las Vegas (in incident 
that popularized for all 
time the expression “mak- 
ing it rain”) and another, 
less-publicized affair 
The Vegas shoot- 
ing left three people shot 
and one, former profes- 
sional wrestler Tommy 
Urbanski, paralyzed below 
the waist. Moreover, Jones 
was twice arrested for spit- 
ting women. All all, 
there were nearly dozen 
troublesome incidents 
involving Jones between 
his drafting the Titans 
in 2005 and his one-season 
suspension the NFL this 
past April. Amusingly, 
the night before he was to 
meet with NFL commis- 
sioner Roger Goodell about 
repealing the suspension, Pacman 
went. . . toa strip club. 
While Vick always came across 
as a guy who was undone by his 
hangers-on, Pacman, on the other 
hand, seemed like a guy who was 
user, more than a usee. Unlike Vick, 
who ended getting more time than 
the guys his treacherous “entou- 
rage” who ratted him out, with Jones it 
was always someone else Urbanski, 
security guard, loogey-drenched 
woman who got the worst end 
their encounters. With Vick already 
sentenced, jailed, and eating three 
Squares speak (his victims not 
men and women but dogs the reason 
for his relatively low 49-point status 
on this board; see thePhoenix.com for 
the complete list), and Pacman con- 
versely still large and spending his 
TNA (Total Nonstop Action) wrestling 
money on the exotic dancers of the 
astern Seaboard, it’s only fitting 
ame Jones the Skell of the Year. It was a 

bad, unfunny year in sports crime, and 

tood for. Take your time coming back, 
Pacman. We won't miss you. © 


When he's not googling “Pacman game over,” 
Matt Taibbi writes for Rolling Stone. He can be 
reached at M_Taibbi@yahoo.com. 


LEADER BOARD TOP 


LAVON CHISLEY (PENN STATE) | murder | 125 


PACMAN JONES (TITANS) | multiple offenses, leaving dude paralyzed, having rocks in 


his tiny head | no 


JAMES “JIMMY” LEON WILSON (MONTANA) | murder (case pending 


LOREN WADE (ARIZONA STATE) | murder, second degree | $98 


STEVE SWINDAL (YANKEES) | DUI | 98 
RON ARTEST (KINGS) | starving Socks, dorm 


estic violence, intimidation | 95 


DOMINIC JONES (MINNESOTA) | cell-phone video rapist (case pending) | 98 

JAMES RYAN NORRIS (TENNESSEE-CHATTANOOGA) | a rape and sexual assault at the same time | $0 
NATHANIEL PORTER (COLLEGE OF THE SEQUOIAS) | carjacking, officer-involved shooting | 98 
CURLY-HAIRED BOYFRIEND (GLOBE) | making strange, heated phone calls to strangers | 90 
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YEAR REVIEW 


VIDEO count down our top video moments the year, from the Boston 


Burlesque Fest Tengo the MFA. Plus, exclusive bonus video Brightest 


Diamond covering the Roy Orbison classic “It’s Over.” 


SLIDE SHOWS The year MP3s Everything you missed the 
Download, and more. Plus, our crack staff music snobs reveal their Idolator and 


Pazz and Jop lists two weeks early. 


FROM THE PAPER Revisit reviews and highlights from the past year film, 


theater, classical music, jazz, books, and more. 
ROMNEY MEETS RUSSERT 
Today was, incredibly, the first time Mitt Romney has ever gone 
Meet the Press, and was for the full-hour candidate treat- 
ment. think survived it. 

Tim] Russert focused almost exclusively Romney’s 
flip-flopping (after initial query religion), perhaps with 
the thought that hour would accumulate into something 
that might throw Romney off his game fat chance, Tim. 

The one harmful piece, thought, was the tape recording 
Romney speaking the Boston Globe 2005, effectively call- 
ing the old McCain immigration proposal reasonable. That 
intensely odds not only with Romney’s current position, but 
more with Romney’s berating his Republican opponents 
immigration. that audio clip now gets renewed life, think 
could seriously hurt Romney lowa and New Hampshire. 

concentrating just the flip-flopping, Russert didn’t really 
Romney all his performance Massachusetts gover- 
nor, Winter Olympics chairman, Bain Capital owner. [Nor did 
confront] variety other issues and questions. The flip- 
flopping pretty well established most voters’ minds now, 

think, rehashing those points probably doesn’t hurt Romney 
too much. Doesn’t help, but probably doesn’t hurt too much. 
_David S. Bernstein, thePhoenix.com/TalkingPolitics 


BLOGS 


PHLOG The year ahead 

ultra-nerdy obsessiveness. 

OUTSIDE THE FRAME More 
bests and some worsts 


which Phoenix film critics chip 
their top 10s. 


SLOP CULTURE 

latest 
music-video 
mishap, and 
her attempt 


re-conquer 
the world. 


WORD 
Literary links, 
and the 
best books. 
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EVEN OBAMA GOES THREE FOR THREE JANUARY, STILL 
FACES STEEP CHALLENGE FROM CLINTON 


field 


REPUBLICANS 


RUDY GIULIANI 
Odds: 5-2 | past week: 2-1 
MIKE HUCKABEE 
Odds: 4-1 | same 
MITT ROMNEY 
Odds: 5-1| same 
JOHN McCAIN 
Odds: 5-1 | same 
FRED THOMPSON 
Odds: 7-1| 9-1 
RON PAUL 


Odds: 


200-1 150-1 


DUNCAN HUNTER 
Odds: 200,000-1 | same 


TOM TANCREDO 

Odds: 250,000-1 | samme 

ALAN KEVES 

Odds: 30 million-1 | 3 million-1 


casanc 


RATS 


HILLARY CLINTON 


Odds 


1-2 | past week: 4-5 


BARACK OBAMA 


Odds 


JOHN EDWARDS 


Odd 


ads 


10-1 | 9-1 


JOE BIDEN 
Odds: 100-1 | same 


CHRIS DODD 


Odds 


200-1 | same 


BILL RICHARDSON 

Odds: 200-1 | same 
DENNIS KUCINICH 

Odds: 100,000-1 | same 


THOSE THE PRESS ALWAYS 


PREFER PRE 


this year they've seemingly lucked out 

tory line has Hillary Clin- 
ton on the defensive, as a surging Barack 
Obama mounts successful challenge 
against the New York senator, who was 
widely presumed to have the nomination 
wrapped before the process even started. 

Yes, true that Obama doing well 
in the early states (though, as of this writ- 
ing, doesn’t have clear lead any 
of them). But according to the detailed 
nationwide polls, Clinton is still thorough- 
ly trouncing Obama. So much so, in fact, 
that one unmistakable thing is now clear: 
if Obama does overtake Clinton to win the 

will rank among the biggest 
upsets modern political history par 
with George toppling front- 
runner Edmund Muskie in 1972. 

New nationwide December 
poll has Clinton ahead of Obama 44 to 27 
percent. similar ABC/Washington Post poll 
has her leading at 52 to 23 percent. Those 


again. The late 


1umbers can be eroded, certainly, but over- 
turning them won't be easy, by a long shot, no 
matter what happens the early primaries. 

And the “internals” (pinpointed poll- 
ing data) reflected the surveys bolster 
evidence of Clinton’s lead even more. Who 
Democratic voters think the strongest 
leader? The Post poll has Clinton leading 
Obama percent. Which leader the 
trustworthy trait that supposedly 
Clinton’s Achilles’ heel)? The Post poll has 
her ahead of Obama here, as well — 35 to 27 
percent. Who the most electable? Clinton 
crushes Obama on that one again, 59 to 16 
percent. Obama experienced enough 
president? The Times poll finds that a 52-to-41- 
percent majority, even of Democrats, thinks 
Obama needs more time to grow. 

despite what you read about the candi- 
dates’ reversals fortune, the truth accord- 
ing current polls pretty clear: nationally, 
most Democrats are quite happy with Clinton 


EARLY-STATE EROSION 

Of course, it’s a different story in lowa, 
New Hampshire, and South Carolina, 
where the race now appears to be a dead 


heat. One could argue that when voters 
pay attention they have states 
where voting imminent Clinton’s 
lead collapses. Perhaps. But one problem 
with that argument that the rest the 
nation will never follow the race closely 
have the voters those first three 
states. After January, the campaign will 
become a whirlwind, and even if he wins 
some early states, Obama will still have 
to do an awful lot to reverse his weak na- 
tional poll numbers. 

Second, Clinton may polling poorly 
in the early contests due to extraneous 
factors unique those states. South 
Carolina has one the largest percentages 
of black voters (about 50 percent) — 

a natural Obama constituency. In New 
Hampshire, independents can vote the 
Democratic primary — and Hillary doesn’t 
do as well with these voters as she does 
with members of her own party. (In the 
latest Concord Monitor poll, Clinton leads 
Obama 36 percent to 27 percent among 
Democrats, but trails go percent to 23 
percent among 

Although the press seldom mentions 
it, Clinton's problem in Iowa may be that 
the Hawkeye State — one of the few states 
never to elect a woman to the House of 
Representatives, the Senate, or the gover- 
norship isn’t fertile ground for female 
candidate. It’s no coincidence that criti- 
cisms voiced about Clinton by lowa voters — 
e.g., She wants have both ways echo 
sentiments people often have about women 
in general. 

There’s another significant factor emerg- 
z from nationwide polls: Democrats love 
Clinton. In the Times poll, Bill’s involve- 
ment with Hillary’s campaign makes 
Democrats more likely to support her by a 


B 


44-to-7-percent plurality. This unique 
circumstance modern Democratic poli- 
tics. 


T 


j 


five most recent Democratic presi- 
besides Clinton have left office either 


raced (Truman, LBJ, Carter) or martyred 

2, JEK). True, Hillary occasionally has 
problems separating herself from her hus- 
band, and, from time to time, Bill goes off 
message. But he is a huge asset — far larger 
than Oprah anyone else the modern 
political scene. 

Yes, Obama can win (and so can 
Edwards). Presidential politics takes some 
weird turns once the voting actually begins. 
But Clinton retains huge reservoir sup- 
port among Democratic voters that Obama 
will need overcome only few weeks’ 
time. Even if Hillary does lose the first 
three states in January, it’s still unlikely 
that Obama can capitalize his early 
success in time to dethrone her on Super 

Tuesday and beyond. has proverbial 
mountain toclimb. 


To read the “Presidential Tote Board” blog, go to 
thePhoenix.com/toteboard. Steven Stark can be 
reached at sds@starkwriting.com. 
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THE COMPLETE RULES 


‘PLAYING GUYS’ 


GROWN-UP SIX YEAR OLD SHARES WITH ADULTS THE 


arning parents and any- 
body planning spend 
time with male children 
this holiday: the local 
action-figure population 
about increase significantly. With that 
in mind, I'd like to establish once and for 
all the rules game that 
adults have for too long per- 
ceived as a random activity — 
namely, “Playing Guys.” 


DEFINITION A “guy” (a/k/a 
“action figure”) is a hand- 
holdable, plastic replica real 
theoretical being derived from 
appearances movies, comics, 
or on television. He may be aug- 
mented either officially licensed 
improvised accessories. guy may 
be good or evil, but all guys are, by na- 
ture, violent. 
There aren’t, in fact, many rules, 
but the ones encoded here are time- 
less, universal, and inviolable. 


RULE NUMBER 1 Take Newton's second 
law and throw out the window. The 
rate of acceleration of one guy is actually 
equal how powerful the guy hitting him 
is. (Power = how mean/strong a guy looks 
multiplied by any 
accessories previ- 
ously ordered or 
extra weapons 
he’s picked up at, 
say, CVS.) 


DON’T 
EVER 
CALL THIS 
PLAYING 
WITH 
DOLLS. 


RULE NUMBER 2 
The typical 
interaction be- 
tween guys 
initiated by tak- 
ing one guy 
one hand, and 
another guy 
the other hand. 
Something 
said, perhaps 
about the merits free-trade, and the 
first guy bashes the other, “ppfpgshhhh” 
uttered, and the injured party flung 
backwards far your arm can extend. 
That settles that. 


RULE NUMBER 3 In guy world, everyone can 
fly. Everyone. your guy comes with jet 
pack, he can fly even better. Or maybe not 
fly, per se, but rather you can choose when 
gravity affects your guy, and how much. 
Thus, many fights are like walking the 
moon. (Which is convenient, because my 
guy has had to defend it, like, three times 
this morning.) 


GOOD GUYS, BAD GUYS 
really matter all 
guys are, nature, violent. 


RULE NUMBER The arm that couch 
cliff. Please take your jacket off cliff. 


CODE ACTION FIGURES steve macone 


RULE NUMBER 5 Good guys vs. bad guys: 

even have explain this 
moral ambiguity grown-up construct. 
know he’s bad because he’s wearing 
darker clothes. And listen his voice 


it’s hoarse! age 


RULE NUMBER ever call this 
playing with dolls. 


RULE NUMBER 7 When hit hard 

enough, anything can explode. 
Didn’t know that pile papers 
the coffee table had explosives 
it? didn’t. 


RULE NUMBER 8 Anyone can interact 


with anyone. Why shouldn’t Bebop 


from the Teenage Mutant Ninja 

Turtles able hold court with 

aG.l. Joe? Yes, this would all bea 

beautiful demonstration children’s 
ability to overlook differences if, in the 
end, every play session didn’t involve these 
people from different backgrounds smash- 
ing each other’s skulls. 


RULE NUMBER 9 Humming?! Did you just call 
the noise made by my turbo boosters 
humming? This brings sound ef- 
fects: have them. Lots them. 
Okay, four of them. But they are 
an integral part of maintain- 

ing the authenticity of mid-air 
clashes between dinosaurs and 
Transformers. Punch = a quick 
“ppfpgshhhh.” That's univer 3 
sal. Ask any little boy what 
punch sounds like. That’s it. 
Laser high pitch “pshewww- 

www psshewwwww.” Falling =a 

long “ahhhhhhhhhhh” that fades away 
the end and implies everyone’s 
last words are “ahhhhhhhh..” On 
hitting the ground, a guy may or 
may not explode, a sound that comes 

from both vibrations in the back of the 
mouth and having heard very few actual 
explosions. (Incredulous? See Rule Number 
7.) Dialogue sparse. This “guys,” not 

Bergman movie. 


RULE NUMBER 10 Seriously, never " 


call this playing with dolls. 
Okay, it’s ostensibly playing 


with scaled-down characters. . ~ 


But playing guys is an activity, 
nay, rite passage, through 
which develop spatial skills, 
such as how a flame-thrower 
would work while flying. 
(Answer: can also become 
jet.) And while structurally the 
term “playing guys” is similar to 
“playing house,” the latter 
game of mimicry. (“Let’s bake 
and vacuum like see Mommy 


and Daddy doing.”) Playing guys one 
fantasy, building world that 
not just better and cooler than our own, 
but one that the actual manifestation 
set physical laws and heroic 
values that, we feel deeply (even at 
age six), codifies the way things 
should be. (“Let’s do 17 flips in the 
air like Mommy and Daddy have 
never done, but, look, let’s just 
do it, okay?”) 

In fact, this is why we like a 
action movies: they are a life-size we. 
dramatization of playing guys. That 
actor jumping that house the 
dirt bike and the 20-minute fight 
scene are not ridiculous insofar 
} as they are merely a director play- 

} ing guys, a game come true. So the 
“action” that precedes both “movies” 
and “figures” is this specific type 

of action, an un-realistic fulfillment 
latent schema which physical 
laws bend accommodate massag- 
ing of the ego by way of stretching what 
an individual is capable of — a world 
enchanted by the hyper-masculine. In 
this sense, the term “playing guys” 
rings with second meaning: a 
paraphrasing might lead to, 

“amusing oneself with action 

= figures,” but “playing guys” 
also suggests, in a sad way, 

“acting like men.” (See Rule 

Number 6.) 


RULE NUMBER guy’s fort his 


castle, I say this because I’m won- 
dering why you continue to move 
the cushions back to where they 
“belong.” 


RULE NUMBER 12 While most guys 
come with movable legs, it 
would absurd manipulate 
each leg individually for every step they 
take. So we've devised this sort of two- 
legged hop motion. I know, it’s not 
very realistic. Humor us.. . (See Rule 
Number 3.) 


Rule Number 13 Number of lives every guy 
has: one million. Except sometimes 
if you're a low-ranking bad guy I 
encounter on my way to being 
head bad guy. Then you get one. 
Or you are particularly susceptible 
getting knocked out 


one punch and placed into 


this ambiguous not-quite-dead 
state that excuses my six-year-old 
mind from having contemplate 


i Steve Macone is a writer living in the 
¥ Boston area... okay, Medford. He can be 
reached at stevemacone@gmail.com. 
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YOUR CATCH 
2007 


Text BOSPHX, then a space, then your 


THE 
WOULD-BE 
CATCH PHRASES 


LOT STUFF GETS SAID OVER THE COURSE 365 DAYS. 
BUT ONLY THE CLEVEREST WORD-COMBINATIONS HAVE THE 
STAYING POWER RESONATE INTO james 


2007, they gave monkey typewriter, and typed only two 
words: Chuck Norris. HA! Dear me. (dries eyes). 

You’re aware that particular joke-strand “meme,” 
right? The Chuck Norris Fact? Started online? got turned 
into book (The Truth About Chuck Norris, Ian Spector)? 
Even Mike Huckabee, that huge Christian square, that 
one used one his god-awful campaign ads! Yes, 2007 
was the year that viral humor hit critical mass: from office of- 
fice and screen screen, all partook the same wriggling 
hysterium clips, gaffes, obscenities, atrocities, YouTuberies, 
and fragments folk wisdom. 


Was this good for America? Absolutely 
not. cannot healthy develop- 
ment that the entire country now 
tittering sucking its teeth unison. 
For me, it was Tay Zonday, accidental 
YouTube sensation (12 million view- 
ings!), who best captured the phenom- 
enon his prophetically downbeat 
electro-ballad “Chocolate Rain”: “Choco- 
late RRRRAAAINNN!/Cross the world 
and back it’s all the same/Choco-late 
cry and shake 
their heads shame.” 

dark-brown downpour such 
this, language has hard time: goes 
into survival mode, contracting itself into 
bombproof little nodes meaning and 
association that we in the media like to 
call “catch phrases.” It’s difficult con- 
cept, know, I’ve prepared list 
these catch phrases, along with some 
suggestions how you might use them 
in everyday life. Whether you found 2007 
prime sub-prime; whether was 
spa-grade botanicals or more of a trans 
fats type of experience; whether your 
stance was wide or narrow, sit back and 
watch the chocolate rain come down. 


CATCH PHRASE 
“MY VIEW IS, OUGHT 


DOUBLE GUANTANAMO.” 
ORIGINAL CONTEXT Mitt Romney's absurdist 


punch line during the COP candidates’ de- 


bate scored direct hit the brainstem 
the Republican base: approval rumbled 
through the seats like flatulence, and 
soft pink hands flew together eager ap- 
plause. anything, the line was too good: 
so smoothly did it breach the bounds of 
Sanity, one was left wondering why the 
Mormonator chose stop there. Double 
Why not triple it? Why not 


quadruple it? Why not build waterboard 
the size New Hampshire and float 
out into the Gulf Mexico? Why not clip 
electrodes the gonads every man 
America right now, today, just case? 
anybody round here have any 
vision, for Christ’s sake? 
USE IN EVERYDAY LIFE AS a vote for monstrous 
excess. variation “go for broke.” 
EXAMPLE “I’m really glad you agreed get 
high with me tonight, Roger. But what do 
you think should use: this big pile 
cocaine these bags heroin?” 

“My view is, ought double 


CATCH PHRASE 
“IT’S BRITNEY, BITCH.” 
ORIGINAL CONTEXT There’s an argument 
to be made that it was Chris Crocker’s 
sobbing, streaky-eyed cri de coeur, “Leave 
Britney alone!” — surely you saw it as 

it banged around YouTube for the next 
month? that was the real catch phrase. 

‘hat argument, however, I reject. If she is 
allowed nothing else, Spears must 
least have the privilege speaking for 
herself, and this line — the lip-sync intro 
to her dazed, unsteady but nonetheless 
powerfully erotic performance MTV’s 
Video Music Awards — was her testa- 
ment. A million shitty magazines have 
not destroyed her. Ten thousand whores 
with microphones have failed bring her 
down. Let the dogs fame slaver her 
door: Britney will survive. 
USE IN EVERYDAY LIFE AS a defiant, against- 
the-odds affirmation of identity and 
endurance. 
EXAMPLE “Wow, Dave, I can’t believe that 
bouncer broke your jaw. You must pret- 
ty down about that. More soup?” 

Brrrt-nuh, 
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CATCH PHRASE 

“SENATOR, DON’T RECALL.” 
ORIGINAL CONTEXT “Torture” was huge 
2007. And one the year’s neater iro- 
nies, the chief enabler the Bush admin- 
istration’s chaotic and homicidal torture 
policy general Alberto 
Gonzales — revealed himself, before a Sen- 
ate committee, to be a man who only the 
most extreme forms mental and physi- 
cal duress could persuade tell the truth. 
rebuffed questions relating the 
underhanded dismissal non-Bushite 

attorneys, the glasses Gonzales were 
fact-repellent; his face was insult-absorbent. 
Shame could not touch him, nor the blus- 
terings powerful men: nothing could 
dent the simpering steadfastness his 
denial. watch him testify was feel 
oneself going slowly insane. 

USE IN EVERYDAY LIFE AS a surreal refusal to 
admit the totally fucking obvious. 
EXAMPLE see you spilled your coffee, sir. 
Let clean that for you!” 

“Senator, I don’t recall.” 


CATCH PHRASE 

FEELING VERY 

VULNERABLE RIGHT NOW.” 

ORIGINAL CONTEXT In 2007, the sexual revo- 
lution achieved its long-awaited fulfill- 
ment. No shots were fired, no one was 
executed, and in fact it is still unclear who 
actually power. Nonetheless, with the 
broadcasting Shot Love With Tila 
Tequila, all parties agreed that, really, there 
was nowhere else go. With its teams 


howling jocks and lesbians competing for 
the heart of a bisexual disco biscuit, A Shot 
the most freshly degraded reality 
the year. And when Tila herself, late 
in the season, confessed to a moment of 
genuine human frailty, was somehow 
more vulgar than all the preceding bitch 
fights, hazings, ass-barings, Jacuzzi ses- 
sions, and drunken hook-ups put together. 
USE EVERYDAY LIFE insult, impu- 
tation of frailty or effeminacy. 
EXAMPLE love arm wrestle with 
you, Brad, but I’m afraid have sprained 
wrist. You’ll have find someone else.” 
“Yeah, can tell feeling very 
vulnerable right now.” 


CATCH PHRASE 

HERE WITH THE 

MEMBERSOF THE NRA WOULD 
YOU LIKE SAY HELLO?” 

ORIGINAL CONTEXT The weirdness Rudy 
Giuliani’s little moment front the 
National Rifle Association has yet 
fully parsed. the middle bluster- 
ing, meretricious speech, the message 

which might summarized as, “All 
right, yes, you can keep your frigging 
guns,” the former mayor New York City 
cell-phone call from his wife. 
And answered it, smirkingly. “Hello, 
dear,” said. Was joke? attempt 
hype himself virtuously married 
man? specimen the dictatorial bad 
manners can expect from him (God 
forbid) the moron electorate makes him 
president? Only Rudy knows. 


USE EVERYDAY LIFE indicator pre- 
occupation (telephonic). 
EXAMPLE “Melinda! At last I get you on the 
phone! this good time talk?” 

“Hi, Keith. Listen, I'm here with the 
members of the NRA — would you like to 
say hello?” 


CATCH PHRASE 
“MY FACE HOT SCONES.” 
ORIGINAL CONTEXT “Where'd Suzanne 
Somers go? Hello, has anyone seen 
Suzanne Somers? Where’s Suzanne?” 
Shivan Sarna, co-host of the Home Shop- 
ping Network’s the Kitchen with Suzanne 
Somers, looked around with theatrical 
anxiety. Where was Suzanne? Ah, there 
she was! Wacky Suzanne, hiding her 
face behind the lifted napkin of a basket 
baked goods! And the 61-year-old 
and former sit-com star sighed 
delight, huffing the aroma fresh 
scones, catch phrase was born. Somers, 
whose 2005 one-woman Broadway show 
The Blonde the Thunderbird was 
brutally panned critics, 
the female Chuck Norris: she 
has survived an alcoholic fa- 
ther, breast cancer, and stint 
the official spokesperson 
for ThighMaster. Minutes 
before Sconegate, she was 
she described the acciden- 
tal incineration, in January 
this year, her Malibu 
home. Would that could all 
achieve such cosmic gaiety. 
USE IN EVERYDAY LIFE AS an 
expression sensory fulfill- 
ment, exaltation pleasure 
over responsibility. 
EXAMPLE “Doug, know 
enjoying that shiatsu-massage 
cushion you bought Bed 
Bath Beyond, but it’s time 
for our harassment training.” 
“Dude, what can tell you? 
My face is in hot scones.” 


ARE 


CATCH PHRASE 
“POR QUE 
CALLAS?” 
(TRANSLATION: “WHY 
DON’T YOU SHUT UP?”) 
ORIGINAL CONTEXT The sight hot-faced 
monarch upbraiding the leader New 
World socialist nation might expected 
arouse one’s republican sympathies, but 
not when the personages question are 
King Juan Carlos Spain and Venezuelan 
motor mouth Hugo Chavez. the Ibero- 
American Summit Santiago, Chile, 
Chavez got the mic and quit, 
interrupting the Spanish prime minister 
with accusations of fascism, conspiracy, 
and all-purpose “Less human 
than snakes,” he said! Juan Carlos, who 
supervised Spain’s transition democracy 
in the '7os, saw off a military coup in 1981, 
and has basically done nothing since but 
yachting with drink his hand, was 
roused regal ire. Using the insultingly 
familiar “tu” form, he brought a crush- 
ing, ancien-régime scorn bear the up- 
pity Chavez. had effect whatsoever. 
USE EVERYDAY LIFE piece verbal 
overkill, designed stun your interlocutor 
into silence. 
EXAMPLE “So was thinking you might 
want for the blond streaks top, 
and then lose little this length around 
the back and the 

“Por qué callas?” 


CATCH PHRASE 

“YOU MUST HAVE MEANT SOME- 
THING MORE INTELLIGENT.” 
ORIGINAL CONTEXT Whatever was said him 
prompt this long forgotten, but 


THERE 


THINGS 
THE 
INTERNET 
THAT WILL 
CAUSE 
DOGS 
BARK 
YOU FOR 
THE NEXT 
TWO 
WEEKS. 


it was the lethal condescension of Chris 
topher Hitchens’s response audience 
member in Madison, Wisconsin, as he 
swashbuckled through town in support of 
his book God Is Not Great, that qualifies it for 
our list. This was the year the atheists strode 
down Main Street — Hitchens, Dawkins, 
Dennett, Harris — and the to-believe-or-not- 
to-believe debate, conducted for centuries in 
backrooms, suddenly blazed up into high 
noon. The mood was intemperate and the 
polemics were extreme. In the crossfire, 
there was no room for moderation. God 
was derided by iron-souled materialists, 
defended by scoundrel fundamentalists, 
and silently petitioned by the good folk 
ducking behind their shattered windows: 
Sweet Jesus, make it stop! 
USE IN EVERYDAY LIFE AS a kiss-off, a put- 
down, especially girl-to-boy. 
EXAMPLE “Hi Pam! Wanna the movies 
with me tonight?” 

“You must have meant something more 
intelligent.” 


CATCH PHRASE 
GIRLS CUP.” 
ORIGINAL CONTEXT Well, if 
you don’t already know 
about this, I’m certainly 
not going explain 
you. Flex that naughty 
Google-finger, but be- 
ware — as I've written 
before, there are things 
on the Internet that, once 
seen, will cause dogs to 
bark at you in the street 
for the next two weeks. 
Maximum disgusting- 
ness, maximum penetra- 
tion. And now there 
even a secondary wave of 
“reaction” videos (people 
gagging, fainting, 
screaming in horror, etc., 
they experience the 
original clip). Further, 
a colleague on the West 
Coast reports seeing pair 
homeless men hold- 
ing handmade sign: 
bums cup.” viral- 
marketing terms, that’s a 
bull’s-eye: once you reach 
the indigent layer, you’re made. 
USE IN EVERYDAY LIFE AS an indicator of 
unseemly and degrading intimacy. 
EXAMPLE saw Scott sharing his chicken 
salad with Ariel. Gross, right?” 

“Word. That’s totally 2 girls 1 cup.” 


CATCH PHRASE 
“DON’T TASE ME, BRO!” 
ORIGINAL CONTEXT “By the time 2008 rolls 
around,” wrote our own Adam Reilly 
in September, “ ‘Don’t Tase me, bro!’ 
will have made ‘Where’s the beef?’ look 
downright timeless.” How wrong can 
eagle-eyed and otherwise-faultless media 
correspondent be? Campus robo-cops may 
have given University Florida student 
Andrew Meyer quarter when dis- 
rupted speech “Mussolini” 
Kerry, but grateful nation took him 
its heart. Meyer’s blubbered and 
futile cry for mercy reaches out Job-like 
from the core the human condition: 
who among us, threatened with the 
imminent application reality’s 
mega-voltage zap gun, has not thought 
uttered something similar? 
USE IN EVERYDAY LIFE AS a retort to any per- 
ceived attempt intimidate apply pres- 
sure authoritarian nature. 
EXAMPLE “Hey, this disabled parking 
space! not disabled!” 

“Don’t Tase me, bro.” © 


James Parker can reached jparker@phx.com. 
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INESCAPABLE YEAR REACHES ITS INEVITABLE CONCLUSION 


ould 2007 somehow have been 
avoided? Where does one begin to 
recap 12 months of such willful self- 


parody? Isn't it insulting to explain 

why, say, waterboarding is wrong, 
especially when one of the few people who 
needs this clarified is the new attorney gen- 
eral of the United States? 

Corporate and political hoodlums spent 
the year doing three things: planning 
crimes, committing crimes, and covering 
’s. If this is news to you, no sum- 

u up to speed. So here 
e just some highlights of 2007, because 
would be cruel and indecent to make you 


nem he tall 
nember it all. 


UNREAL ESTATE 

This past year excised at least one bromide 
from motivational speakers’ rusty-saw collec- 
tion — that is, unless they shift gears on the 
fly and start telling us that whatever doesn’t 
kill us only serves to make us weaker. Clearly, 
if you're reading this, you — like a few mil- 
lion other schmos just trying to keep body 
and soul in proximity — survived, despite 
being sandwiched between poverty and the 
evermore obscenely wealthy cadre of oli- 
garchs who create it. 

Americans still dream in dollar signs, but 
the super rich lack the conscience to dream 
all. the rest ended scrambling 
after monetary unit that longer the 
envy of even Canadians. A land of people 
who once had good jobs with good benefits 
has now become place where corporate 
behemoths slowly squeeze for everything 
that was ours including our very homes. 

Mortgages too good true, peddled 
by swindlers too bad to be truthful, led to 
domiciles being repossessed like there was 
no tomorrow — for the people living in 
them, anyway. How were you to know that, 
when you mortgaged your soul preda- 
tory lender, it would end up being owned by 
Bob Jones University? 

the credit hustlers dispossess us, 
still had worry about having health- 
care racketeer tell us that our home, when 
liquidated, should enough cover the 
co-pay for our first course meds. The most 
important American film 2007 was Michael 
Moore's Sicko, a work so entertainingly stark 
that it left us blankly grinning at the bound- 
less inhumanity corporate avarice. 


STILL HAD MANNERS 

began, America was preoccupied with 
teaching Iraqis how to behave in a civilized 
manner while imposing death sentences 
their former leaders. This past year ended 
with Saddam Hussein becoming the final 
holiday ornament hung by the White House. 
Cell-phone video indelicate de- 
parture caused some grumbling interna- 
tional circles. He may have been a mass mur- 
derer, but he was, after all, a head of state. So 
the State Department began tutoring prime 
minister Nouri al-Maliki’s government 


mary will bring | 


CONTINUED 
OBSESSION 
WITH FOREIGN 
TERRORISTS, 
AMERICANS 
HAD MUCH 
MORE 
FEAR FROM 
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PISTOL-PACKING 
NEIGHBORS. 


lynch-mob decorum — no mobile communications 
devices please, and anyone above the rank vice-presi- 
dent must be hung with a red-velvet VIP rope. 

Saddam’s henchmen, includ- 
ing his half brother and former head 
the secret police Barzan Ibrahim Hasan 
al-Tikriti, and Awad Hamed al-Bandar, the 
former chief justice the Revolutionary 
Court, were scheduled meet the hangman 
in early January. In a case of unfortunate 
fashion-police statism, the two prisoners 
were made wear jumpsuits before being 
noosed and dropped from such height that 
Saddam’s half brother was decapitated. 
Later the mishap was explained away 
translation problem when sib- 
ling’s time came, his executioners thought 
their instructions were “halve brother.” 


QUAGMIRE 2.0 
January was time great jubilation for the 
American people their new Democratic 
Congress arrived in Washington to take back 
both houses for the first session since 1994. 
The Dems took their seats with specific 
instructions from voters get the hell out 
Iraq. They responded with non-binding 
resolution concoction consisting equal 
parts Kaopectate and Milk Magnesia. 
was sort of, um, suggest, 


ALL ILLUST 


too much trouble anything, that 
the president perhaps think about reduc- 

ing troop levels in a war that two-thirds of 
the American people opposed. After several 
weeks decisive Democratic language read- 
justments, the measure failed. 

Throughout the year, the party the don- 
key stubbornly nuanced its stances, leaving 
the Bush-Cheney White House choice but 
exactly whatever the heck wanted. 
And so, on January 10, Bush broke the ties 
that didn’t bind and announced the “surge.” 
He did it with inimitable humility, admitting 
that he’d made mistake not sooner send- 
ing enough our children into way. 

This increased troop deployment resulted 
the bloodiest year the war for Americans, 
and went none too lightly the locals. But 
because casualty stau. decreased over the last 
few months Bush and his pie-eyed 
devotees deemed the miracle been 
expecting all along. one dared suggest that 
perhaps violence had decreased because, after 
four years foreign invasion, occupation, 
civil war, ethnic cleansing, and wholesale 
exodus, there just that many people 
left wander into free-fire zones. 

This relative lack of fresh targets, combined 
with some military body-count book-cooking, 
Continued on p 18 
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gave the appearance improved situa- 
tion. As far as Bush was concerned, Iraq and 
its government had gained stability. 

In truth, Iraq was so unstable that, even 
by US estimates, one-third of everything 
that America shipped into that nation 
was being diverted to the black market, 
a/k/a the insurgency (suggesting the real 
number is at least so percent). The coun- 
try is now so thoroughly corrupt it makes 
post-Soviet Russia look like the home the 
square deal. It actually would save money 
to stop bolting our things down in-country, 
because the loss of bolt-removing devices is 
running upwards of eight figures a week. 

Bush is an insult that we’ve come to 
expect, but with the head pre-rotted, the 
rest of the fish grew increasingly gamey. 
Politicians, notorious for their sensitivity to 
polling data, developed blind spot the 
overwhelmingly poor approval rating given 
to the war in Iraq. In this alleged democ- 
racy, one-third beats two-thirds, providing 
the big money is behind the one-third. Land 
of the free, my ass. 

Also from Iraq came the story the 
brave men and men of a “private security 
firm” called Blackwater USA — the vision 
all-American entrepreneur Erik Prince. 

A few years back, Prince realized that what 
this country needed was a way for the pri- 
vate sector to simultaneously profiteer on 
both temp workers and war. Before long, 
his troops, trained North Carolina but 
welcome in health-care facilities nowhere, 
were drinking and shooting their way into 
the hearts of America and its swell new 
super embassy in Baghdad. Oh sure, they 
their share innocent 
but who the State Department was about 
to complain about the drunk guys with the 
automatic weapons? 


PASSES FOR CULTURE 

By late winter, the electronic media tired 
of covering mundane things such as wars. 
On February 8, the news-o-tainment divi- 
sions caught a break when hillbilly super- 
widow Anna Nicole Smith died of a drug 
overdose. Finally they had a story fluffy 
enough to provide continuity from the eve- 
ning news straight through Entertainment 
Tonight and Access Hollywood. 

When Anna Nicole Death fever finally 
died down, electronic journalists zoomed in 
on the mischief that actress Lindsay Lohan, 
debutante Paris Hilton, and pop phenom 
Britney Spears got into on several fronts — 
including fast-food restaurants, Rodeo 
Drive, and slew nightspots with names 
like Vermin. These gallant newshounds 
discovered that people who have had dicey 
upbringings tend run amok when they’re 
given millions of dollars, unbelievably good 
drug connections, flashy automobiles, and 
the mistaken impression that the world 
revolves around them just because their 
every parking ticket receives more media 
attention than category-five hurricane 


FIRE WITH FIRE 

While American children spent the year 
playing Russian roulette with Chinese toys, 
teens and alleged adults dabbled with even 
deadlier devices. Despite a continued obses 
sion with foreign terrorists, Americans had 
much more to fear from our own pistol- 
packing neighbors. 

The year’s worst domestic massacre 
occurred when a mentally ill Virginia Tech 
student (name omitted because infamy 
attracts maniacs) opened fire and killed 
more than students and school personnel 
(exact number omitted because nuts will, if 
you'll forgive the term, aim higher). 

When the killer was identified, he was 
strange and dangerous all 
who came into contact with him except 
for the gun-and-ammo merchants 


patronized, to whom he seemed like a per- 
fectly normal brooding loner. 

Within hours of the tragedy, some 
people began lamenting how it could have 
been avoided with more guns! Long ago 
episode CBS’s the Family, Archie 
Bunker went the local news with edi- 
torial reply to a story about metal detectors 
airports. His solution? Don’t collect guns 
security checkpoints, distribute them! This 
satirical take got big laughs 1972. 2007, 
the same idea became a matter for serious 
discussion among talking heads. 


THE PRICE SHAME 

Two major things went down in Minne- 
apolis this year. One was the I-35 Bridge. 
The other was Senator Larry Craig (R- ID), 
who was arrested during spring sex sting 
men’s room the Twin Cities airport. 
Any pilot could have told Senator Dumper- 
humper that going into stall would lead 
a tailspin. 

Craig’s tough read; not even veteran 
third-base coaches can decipher some of his 
hand signals — though many choreogra- 
phers seem to understand his footwork. No 
one knows for sure what the cowboy senator 
from the state as wide as his stance was 
looking for that bathroom, except 
agree that was probably oral anal sex 
with a man. Nevertheless, the thought of 
this family-values and publicly homophobic 
reactionary pulling potty trains was guilt- 
ily humorous as the idea of a hypocrite who 
got nailed the very morality police his ilk 
happily sends out sniff toilet seats. 


THE BANE DRAIN 
many members inner circle left 
the administration this past year that some- 
one must have planted one those high- 
pitched, rodent-repelling noise machines 
somewhere the White House lawn. 

Top international lieutenants Tony Blair 
and John Howard lead the list the yearly 
departed. Who knows those two would 


have lasted until this year without help 
from now-resigned long-time Bush den 
mother Karen Hughes, who had returned 
Compound back 2005 as, get this, un- 
dersecretary of state for public diplomacy 
and public affairs, charged with fighting 
Islamic extremism improving America’s 
image abroad. A world set straight awaits 
Ms. Hughes'’s return. 

Top Bush economic advisor Al Hubbard, 
whose best work consisted whispering 
things the prez’s ear like, “the entire 
platinum circle for tonight’s fundraiser has 
sold out, the least we can do is the same,” 
returned private hustling. Dan Bartlett, 
Dubster’s counselor and main conduit for 
dispersing talking points the reactionary 
blogosphere, rewarded all Americans by 
leaving his job the Fourth July. Bush 
terrorism adviser Fran Townsend announced 
vacate the waterboard directors 
after three and half years crushing hope 
among freedom-haters everywhere. This 
fall, press secretary Tony Snow returned to 
private prevarication. Even puppeteer-in- 
chief Karl Rove oozed out of office, leaving 
slick trail from Pennsylvania Avenue 
Newsweek, where writing weekly col- 
umn. Many of us had visions of a different 


kind pen for Herr Karl. 

Perhaps the most significant departure 
was that of Attorney General Alberto Gonzales. 
Politically eulogizing Gonzales, Bush said, 
“He has aggressively and successfully pursued 
public corruption.” argument here. 


EWE TUBE 

Anyone who thinks time travel impossible 
been paying attention the presiden- 
tial-election cycle. Before people recovered 
from their New Year’s hangovers, candidates 
seeking an office in the dim future were 
everywhere. By early summer, they began 
debating. These confabs were sometimes said 
revolutionary because they employed 
the popular video-sharing Web site YouTube 
to collect questions from regular Americans, 
thus cutting out the mainstream media. 
Except for one thing: the mainstream media 
vetted the questions. what got were 
either inane stunt queries, included un- 
derscore the Earth-shaking newness of this 
approach, the same stupid questions the 
hacks could have asked more succinctly than 
some narcissist with Web cam hamming 
technology that produced video about 
two notches below Neil Armstrong’s viral 
“One Small Step” work in 1969. 

After months campaigning and 
saturation advertising the early caucus 
and primary states (which, at last count, 
includes everywhere except the US Virgin 
Islands), none the candidates have caught 
fire, although after listening many 
them speak, the idea isn’t without merit. 

The American electoral process has 
become fouled with what called “cam- 
paign finance” that, in 2007, war-chest 
totals were reported the actual contest. 
The unspoken truth of this matter is that 
the large wallet had the first and only 
right refusal concerning political viabil- 
ity. Former Alaska senator Mike 
was excluded from the Democratic debates 
because raised enough money. 
one seemed have problem with this. 

Illinois senator Barack Obama started 
slowly his candidacy, first attempting 
liken himself Abe Lincoln. Mercifully, 
the stovepipe hat and whiskers didn’t 
well with focus groups, switched 
another appeal: was the person capable 
stopping prohibitive front-runner Hillary 
Clinton from strolling the Democratic 
nomination. raised lot dough from 
the net-roots and began taken seriously. 
But got plenty cash from fat cats 
well, including, as of March, according to 
CounterPunch , “$159,800 from executives and 
employees Exelon, the nation’s largest 
nuclear-power-plant operator.” 

Obama demonstrated his corporate indebt 
edness citing “clean coal” and “superior 
nuclear technology” environmental solu- 
tions. “Clean coal” term that proves you 
can put any two words together you want. 
Hey kids, wash with the clean coal! And “superior 
nuclear technology” will lead what? Better- 
organized cancer clusters? 

But the fact that Obama could stop 
Clinton does amplify his appeal. The idea 
that the New York senator was the most 
electable Dem drove many to resign them- 
selves supporting her. These folks didn’t 
ask, why someone who reviled half 
the country “sure thing” what likely 
to be a two-candidate general election? 

Outside the fact that she will bring all 
the rabid anti-Clinton crackpots out hid- 
ing, she'll also drive a measurable portion 
progressives into political hibernation. 
Clinton feminist name only 
ing the war she’s voted almost the straight 
fatherland ticket. She exudes all the sincer- 
ity Nigerian spam. She tells she wants 
have “conversation with the American 
people,” but when she’s around, she’s the 
only one who ever speaks. It’s too bad they 
create computerized debate between 


4 
of 

a 

j 


the chance take over 
Oval Office replete 
with powers vested 


THING 
AMERI 


Giuliani was the 


Bernard Kerik his for- WAS 
mer police commissioner 


unelectable pack. 


Mitt Romney wrote B LAC K 


enough checks dated 


mies both lowa and 
New Hampshire afloat. 
While pursuing the Oval Office, Romney 
answering any those MTV 
questions about boxers briefs, because 
wears special one-piece Jesus: the Sequel 
affair. early December, made stir- 
ring plea for all religions unite hatred 
for atheists and agnostics. Don’t get 
wrong, man’s cult matter that 
should between him and the people 
deciding whether not should run 
their country. 

Republican comer jour Mike 
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Clinton and the late Hubert Humphrey 
see who could talk longer while saying less. 


WHO LOVES NEW YORK? 
Clinton’s bargain compared with 
fellow New Yorker Rudolph Giuliani, 
natural-born fascist who drooling over 


Huckabee, Arkansas’s former governor. 
Huckabee lost more than 100 pounds 
sticking strict exercise regime Bible 
thumping. His Heavenward trajectory 
the result growing support from reptile- 
brained religious rightists who worship his 
6000-year-old views evolution. 

Who else? 

Dems: 

John Edwards? In a 
pinch, and this sure one. 

Dennis Kucinich? 


give him chance. 
Joe Biden? The differ- 
eiice between a neolib and 


Chris Dodd? See Biden. 
Bill Richardson? See 
Biden and Dodd. 


Fred Thompson? All the 
charisma Deputy Dawg 
but none the intellectual 
acumen. 

John McCain? Could 
gain steam from new Iraq 
fictions bolstering his jin- 
goistic position, but he’s 
older than the dirt Bush 
threw him 2000. 

Ron Paul? Against the 

war but also opposes repro- 
ductive rights for women 
and the human right 
health care. Thanks just 
the same. 

Tom Tancredo? See 
Millard Fillmore. 

Duncan Hunter: See 
Birth Nation. 

Regardless who takes 
office 2009, George 
Bush still the president now. For the next 
year, we'll be told how we'll have to wait for 
history to render a judgment on him. 

Like hell will. 

Bush led onto one-way protracted 
path violence, and that’s his legacy 
legacy unavoidable 2007 itself. 


Barry Crimmins has been Phoenix contributor 
for years. can reached bfcrim 
@barrycrimmins.com. His blog, Words 
LiveNear, available barrycrimmins.com. 
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REUTERS 


NOT-SO-INSTANT 
CARMA 


AFTER DECADES CURSES AND CALAMITIES, BOSTON’S SPORTS FORTUNES 
ARE UNPRECEDENTED HIGH. CAN STOP THE WHINING? 


THE BRUINS’ 
RESURGENCE 


HAS GONE 
LARGELY 
UNNOTICED 
BECAUSE 
THEY’RE, 
WELL, NOT 


UNDEFEATED. 


matter what happens over their 
next two games, the Patriots will 
not have gone undefeated in 2007. 
Remember, you can, that the 
team’s year actually included 


heartbreaking 38-34 defeat to the Colts in the 
AFC championship (true, that was back in 
January, before the 2007-2008 season began, 
but it was most certainly in 2007). After that 
loss and after Indianapolis went beat 
the Bears in Super Bowl XL] — it actually 
seemed like the upstart Colts might supplant 
New England the marquee franchise. 

The loss to Peyton Manning & Co. was 
perfect fodder for the stereotypical Boston- 
sports-fan worldview: pessimistic, Calvinist, 
brooding, angry. Ditto for the Celtics’ osten- 
sibly awful luck the NBA lottery. Double 
ditto for the Sox’s summer swoon, which 
jeopardized fat lead over the hated New 
York Yankees, and near-collapse the 
playoffs, which left the team trailing the 
Cleveland Indians three games one. 

the time 2007 came close, though, 
funny thing had happened. wasn’t just 
that Boston fans were no longer hexed, 
even mildly tormented it’s that we’d 
become the exact opposite. are blessed, 
anointed the recipients gigantic karmic 
payback. Instead soul-crushing defeats, 
eyeing unprecedented number 
titles across wide platform profes- 
sional sports. gone from Job Midas. 
Everything we root for turns to gold. Clearly, 
are the Chosen People Sports. 

why are still acting like nothing’s 
changed? 


LAND THE SILVER LINING 
Some biggest triumphs stemmed 
developments that looked grim the 
time, but actually proved part Fate’s 
Rube Goldberg-esque master plan for 
Boston sports dominance. Flash 
back, forexample, the NBA 
draft lottery June. Through- 
out 2006-2007 season, 
Celtics faithful had one great 
consolation: thanks their 
24-58 record, second-shittiest 
a the league, the C’s had a nearly 
percent chance landing 
one the draft’s two po- 
tential franchise saviors, 
Ohio State center Creg 
Oden and Texas for- 
lottery night, 
though, David Stern's 
bouncing balls stuck 
the Celtics with the fifth 
pick, where the best option looked 


MOSS 
bemoaned the 
trade that brought Randy 

a? Moss to the Pats. 


REUTERS 


TWIST FATE ESPN writer Bill Simmons wrung his hands over how “professional 
had just been murdered the city Boston” after the got bum draft pick. But that 
fateful pick led, ultimately, franchise savior Kevin Garnett. 


dubious Chinese import Jianlian. 
First Len Bias, then Reggie Lewis, then no 
Tim Duncan and four disastrous years 
Rick Pitino. And then this lottery gut punch. 
Espn.com writer and Boston native Bill 
Simmons promptly brought the old-school 
angst: “For all intent and purpose, profes- 
sional basketball had just been murdered 
the city Boston. You can’t even fathom 
the pain. the Celtics got crushed 
last night, you could feel everywhere you 


Sorry, Simmons, but that’s shtick. 


The 2007 draft didn’t kill the Celtics — it resur- 
rected them. Without their fall the fifth 
the Celtics don’t feel the urgency trade 
for seven-time Star Ray Allen. Without 
Allen (and the acquiescence Celtics-great- 
turned-incompetent-Timberwolves-GM Kevin 
McHale, and possibly some beyond-the-grave 
help from Red Auerbach), the Celtics don’t 
pry former MVP Kevin Garnett away from 
Minnesota. And without Carnett, the Celtics 
don’t race to a 20-2 record (at press time), 
including a franchise best 12-0 at home, 


establishing themselves credible threat 

win the NBA Finals. Throw the fact that 
Oden ended sidelined for the season with 
ominous knee injury before played 
single regular-season minute for the Portland 
Trailblazers, and that Durant struggling 
meet expectations in Seattle, and it’s clear that 
getting fucked the draft was the best thing 
that could have happened the franchise. 

Exhibit course, the Patriots’ 
ongoing march perfection. Goaded 
lingering bitterness from the conference- 
championship loss the Colts, the Patriots 
subsequently shipped fourth-round pick 
(!) the Oakland Raiders for wide receiver 
Randy Moss always considered bit 
head case, but also one the most innately 
talented players football history. 

This transaction prompted some kvetch- 
ing about how the Patriots had betrayed 
their lofty personnel standards. But Moss 
has been model citizen since his arrival 
Foxboro. More important, he’s caught 
team-record touchdown passes, and may 
Continued on p 22 
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Because sometimes... 


naughty nice! 


Bored With Your Basic Transportation 
Comfortable, stylish and built with KYMCO reliability, the 
Vitality anything but basic. Getting across campus 


knocking around town, only 210 pounds, with 2-stroke, 
air-cooled engine, this scooter simplicity itself. front 
brake provides reliable stopping power and the combination electric and 

kick starting provides convenience. With MSRP only $2,099 the Vitality 


easy your wallet too! forget ask your KYMCO dealer about 
KYMCO Credit Services easy finance terms. 


308-A Harvard Street 


1.800.BUY.VIBE www. gooovibes.com 


All KYMCO scooters are backed 2-year Factory Warranty, 
with parts and factory-trained service technicians available 
any authorized dealer. 


KYMCO 


Let our Personal Shoppers help! 
Thursday December 20th, 6-8pm. 


TALK 
£87. 1975, pal 

1865 Revere Beach Parkway “i098 Massachusetts Ave. - 107 Brimbal Ave 
Everett, 02149 Arlington, 02476 Beverly, 01915 

617-389-7000 (781) 648-1300 800-464-2925 
www.parkwaycycle.com www.greaterbostonmotorsports.com www.cycies128.com 
Never operate without approved safety gear. Colors shown may vary from actual models. Features and specifications are 


subject to change without notice. KYMCO vehicles meet ail applicable Federal Motor Vehicle Safety and EPA standards. 
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BOCTON 


NOW SERVING 
10-3PM 


92 Harvard Street 


617-731-7883 


Won Best of Boston J 

Featured on Phantom Gourmet 


* Phoenix Beet ‘O7 
Best Vietnamese Restaurant 


239 Harvard St. 
Brookline, MA 02446 
617-737-8600 


THE ‘ORIGINAL CUBANO’ BOS 
Hours: Mon-Thu 
Sun 


Beer Fresh and Food 
Good They Named the 
Entire Square After 


33 Dunster Street 
(617) 868-3585 
johnharvards.com 


For the Current Menu Please 
Visit Our Website 


Continued from p 20 

break Jerry Rice’s single-season NFL mark 
of 22 before he’s done. With the addition 
Moss, meanwhile, quarterback Tom 
Brady having the best year far his 
Hall of Fame career, with personal bests in 
touchdown passes, total yardage, comple- 
tion percentage, and QB rating. And the 
Patriots seem destined to become the first 
team since the 1972 Dolphins to have a 
flawless season. 

Would all this happening without 
Moss? Probably not. Without the Beli-cheat 
spygate scandal? That’s debatable. But it’s 
clear that, by busting the Patriots for illegal 
sideline videotaping the first game the 
season, Jets head coach (and former Patriots 
assistant) Eric Mangini helped ratchet up 
Pats coach Bill Belichick’s already-psychotic 
competitive streak. With few exceptions, 
the Patriots aren’t just beating teams this 
season they’re trouncing them. And this, 
in turn, makes it even less likely that some 
scrappy underdog going blindside the 
Patriots between now and February — when 
scared shitless going into game, 
it’s awfully hard 
Rudy. (That Mangini recent- 
ly copped to some illegal 
spying of his own is icing on 
the cake.) 

And the Red Sox? Out- 
maneuvering the Yankees for 
couple key pitchers (Josh 
Beckett before the 2006 sea- 
son and Daisuke Matsuzaka 
before 2007) was the turning 
point securing that World 
Series championship 
the second in four years, 
after 86 years of agonizing 
futility. And unlike in 2004, 
they actually won the AL 
East this year, finishing two 
games ahead of the Yankees. 
And they swept the Series yet 
again. Extra violin points for 
the fact that the clinching 


victory went to Jon Lester, who A) was mak- 


ing his first post-season start, and B) was 
diagnosed with lymphoma this past year 
(he’s now in remission). And extra schaden- 
freude points for the fact that the Yankees’ 
failed season prompted some extra-stupid 
bloviation George Steinbrenner, which 
turn prompted manager Joe Torre 
leave for the Dodgers. 

top all this, the Sox are favorites 
to win it all again next year. And they’re 
the current front-runners to land all-world 
Twins lefty Johan Santana, which would 
give them one the best starting fives 
baseball history, and set them for 
decade of Yankee-esque dominance. (The 
old Yankees, that is, not the new Yankees.) 
The Sox, like the Patriots, did something 
that’s very, very difficult 2007: they took 
excessively high expectations and utterly 
surpassed them. 


WEIRD NEW WORLD 
Then there were the stealth successes of 
2007. Hockey fans know that the Bruins 
have had tough couple years: missing 
the playoffs twice was bad, and watch- 
ing banished former number-one overall 
pick Joe Thornton become the league MVP 
San Jose was worse. This autumn, 
sports fans reveled the manifold glo- 
ries the Sox’ championship and the 
excellent start the Patriots and Celtics, 
they made quiet asides like, “Too bad the 
Bruins suck.” Surprise! The B’s are quietly 
putting together pretty successful sea- 
son: press time, they’re 18-12-3, good 
for second place the Eastern Con- 
ference. The Bruins’ resurgence has gone 
largely unnoticed because well, 
not undefeated. 

Come next spring, though, that all 


doesn’t work anymore; 
can’t rail against Fate when 
obscene extent. also 
can’t bitch the way used 


CURSE REVERSED Now 
Boston fans have to learn not 
to act as if the ball just rolled 
through Bill legs. 


could change — especially if they make a 
serious Stanley Cup run, and especially 
trying give Boston its fourth con- 
secut in a row. Which, the 
way things are going, they will be. 

Boston College got in on the act, too: in 
a less anomalous year, the Eagles’ football 
n — which featured a brief number-two 
national ranking and the emergence of QB 
Matt Ryan legitimate Heisman Trophy 
contender — would have dominated the 
headlines. Even after a pair of close losses, 
the Eagles still found themselves playing 
the Atlantic Coast Conference championship 
game (in which they were tied halftime 
16-16, before ultimately succumbing by two 
touchdowns to Virginia Tech). BC’s cross-river 
non-rival Harvard clinched the Ivy League 
football championship with blowout win 
over archenemy Yale. And even Boston’s most 
obscure team did its part, with soccer’s New 
England Revolution making the MLS Cup 
finals. Add all up, and seems reasonable 
propose that Boston, right now, having 
the best sports run of any city — ever. 

But here’s the million dollar question: how 

quickly can Boston fans 
process this weird new real- 
ity? The sooner, the better. 

The old Boston-fan Zeitgeist 


they re 


se 


Manny Ramirez waxing 
nonchalant the face 
impending playoff defeat 
(turns out knew exactly 

7 what he was talking about), 
“ime or Randy Moss sullying the 
Patriots brand, or J.D. Drew 
underperforming, Dustin 
Pedroia not being able 
the playoff pressure, 
the hand-wringing over 
the Pats’ offensive game 
plan after eking out close wins against the 
Eagles and Ravens, or calls for the head of 
Celtics coach Doc Rivers, or countless other 
wists that incurred the anxious wrath of 
stuck-in-the-past fan base. 

more, the material artifacts 
the old brand fandom aged well, 
either. The old over-the-top vitriol “Jeter 
sucks, A-Rod swallows,” etc. — was toler- 
able because everyone knew was cop- 
ing mechanism; was all had. Now, 
however, Boston sports cities what 
the Yankees used baseball: win, 
again and again and again, to an extent 
that makes the focus sports envy for 
the entire rest the country. 

The challenge, for Boston fans, is craft- 
ing new identity that does justice our 
status the Chosen People Sports. This 
partially matter cultivating new habits 
thought for example, toning down 
the neurosis the Celtics lose consecutive 
games the Sox struggle spring train- 
ing. But it’s also matter showing dif- 
ferent face the rest the world which 
loathe even more, and rightfully so, 
keep acting like just watched the 
ball roll through Bill legs. 

allow make two modest pro- 

posals. First, when next the Dodgers visit 
Fenway Park (though 2008), 
the fans should give Joe Torre standing ova- 
tion. (Imagine how ESPN would play this! 
And imagine the look Steinbrenner’s 
face!) April 11, though, when the Yankees 
come town, and Alex Rodriguez steps 
for his first Fenway at-bat 2008, the crowd 
should greet him with silence. What 
better way, really, acknowledge just how 
much things have changed? 
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2007 restaurant awards 


The best this year’s dining 


What were the best dining-out expe- 

riences of 2007? Restaurants are so 
variable and the universe choices large 
that it’s impossible know them all. But 
reviewing experience this year, the 
restaurants 2007 were unusually er- 
Tatic, reinforcing my belief that there are 
no great restaurants, only great dishes. The 
most generally satisfying meal had was 
Pava, but the chef who made so, Susan 
Regis, has left. The arrival of a new chef 
will test whether the owners were the real 
auteurs experience almost year ago, 
whether have wait for Ms. Regis 
recapture the magic somewhere else. You 
readers, who can return again and again 
restaurant and fine-tune the staff your 
own preferences, can potentially dine out 
far more consistently and better than can 
any restaurant critic. Our explorations 
new restaurants this column should 
merely your jumping-off point. 

Trend wise, 2007 continued our descent 
in a recessionary restaurant culture, soon 
your quest for the perfect restaurant 
likely to come across many new openings 
the low-end bistro category and revival 
neighborhood bar food. The avant garde 
for sustainable and local food ranged from 
the modest thrills Garden the Cellar 
the made-over Green Street the high-end 
extremes T.W. Food. The symbol 2007 
Rachael Ray: the chef ordinary person. 
Our chefs here in Boston launched second 
and third restaurants (another sign of reces- 
sion: conservative financing) with steak, 
tapas, steak, Italian menus, steak, even 
sandwiches. Did mention steak? The steak 
trend passed the point ridiculousness. Also 
the recession-financing column are the 
many chains reaching out to Boston, from 
could also whole column topical su- 
shi: everyone has different spin Dice-K 
roll. year expensive restaurants with 
short names, O Ya proved to be a lot better 
than Mooo. And it’s certainly crazy year 
when the best sashimi dishes are Italian raw 
fish and Japanese grilled mushrooms. 


RESTAURANT OF THE pomyate All St 
with dynamite Reu 


ar Sandwich 


h 


es, the 
French fries the 


en Sa Ni 


year, the be 


of th 


4 (with ch 
ad (with cn 


) of a lifetime, and free Oreos 
onus: it was probably the cheapest meal | 

reviewed all year.) Runners-up: Pops; 51 Lincoin 

ASIAN RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR Crain and Salt 

VALUE RESTAURANT Gaslight Brasserie du Coin 

BEST STEAK (THE MOST HOTLY CONTESTED 

CATEGORY) Caslight’s small but exquis 

steak, with or without the béarnaise sauce 

BEST CHEAP STEAK Montreal rib-eye 

Galway House 

BEST FRITES Ai! Star Sandwich Bar 

DECOR PRIZE Rocca, elegant and comfortable 

BEST POST-MODERN DECOR 

BEST ATMOSPHERE The Beehive: its big, ram- 
ling setting and bohemian feel are unlike any- 

thing else we've seen in town in a long time 


site hanger 


BROOK GRIFFIN 


OUR 


Outstanding 
Excellent 

Average 
Poor 


SHINING STAR The Reuben All Star Sandwich Bar dynamite dish. 


BEST CONVERSION OF A DIFFICULT SPACE Viora 
BEST RESTAURANT FOR THE DEAF Kingston 
Station: where jackhammer operators go for a 
quiet night out 

THE ANNUAL HOWARD MITCHUM MEMORIAL 
MEDAL FOR INNOVATION IN SEAFOOD 
COOKERY (THE ONE AWARD HERE THAT 
REALLY MATTERS) No award in 2007 

ROOKIE CHEF OF THE YEAR Wil! Gilson, 25, of 
Garden at the Cellar 

BEST TREND OF THE YEAR The return of French- 
press coffee (at restaurants including TW. Food 
Sage, and Salvatore’s). Runner-up: the return of 
French cuisine 


WORST TREND OF THE YEAR Four-size wine pric- 


ing with additional mark-ups 


RESTAURANT TREND I'D LIKE TO SEE Better 


ignt less noise (tie) 


GIVE IT UP FOR GLOBAL WARMING Creme brulee - 


let a thousand torches be doused 
BEST SOUP Pistou and Sétoise mussel soup 


Miel 


EPONYMOUS THE YEAR 7 oodle 


at Zenna N 


pho — the sa 

vegetables 

BEST NEW BEER LIST Deep Ellum 

BEST NEW NORTH END RESTAURANT Trattoria 

di Monica 

BEST ITALIAN OUTSIDE THE NORTH END S 

BEST FAST FOOD Wagamama 

APPETIZER OF THE YEAR Jonah crab salad 

at Sasso 

ENTREE THE YEAR Rice-smoked duck breast 
it Sage. The Asian-style smoke process leaves 

just a hint of spice and smoke, like a memory of 

barbecue, in meaty slices of medium-rare duck 

The accompanying stick fennel custard firm 

rich, very slightly herbal and green, and truly 

memorable 


>age 


BEST SASHIMI Grilled sashimi of chanterelles and 
shiitake mushrooms with sesame froth at O Ya 
BEST TRADITIONAL SASHIMI Hamachi sashimi 
at Sage — terrific slices of white fish in a lemony 
sauce with frisée and grapefruit: a delicious com- 
bination. (The Italian word for sashimi is crudo.) 
Runner-up: tuna tartare at KO Prime 

NEBULA AWARD FOR SCI-FI FOOD Tuna tartare 
at Flat Iron Tapas Bar & Lounge, flavored with kaf- 
fir lime leaves and coconut milk, with giant tapi- 
oca balls for texture. They also have that frothed 
clam chowder, for a fami! 
enhancement 

OCTOPUS OF THE YEAR 
pus” at Vlora 

SIDE-DISH PASTA OF THE YEAR |v Idine 
go nzola-cream sauce 
chewy pasta and took the protein part home 
MEATLOAF OF THE VEAR A mic Meatloaf sand 


ar flavor with laboratory 


Fork-tender grilled octo 


the c 


RICE OF THE YEAR : cy duck fried rice at F et 
WINE LIST OF THE YEAR | n 2007, they had 
10 ar 
on blar 
VEGAN ENTREE OF THE YEAR “Subz pachimae! 
at Mela 
NON-ALCOHOLIC DRINKS OF THE YEAR Hot 


and Canarino ( 


d a great New Zealand 


n peel tea) at 


Gaslie serie du Coin 


CHEESE PLATE OF THE YEAR 1) Food: give me 
some Livarot and |'m good to go 

DESSERTS OF THE YEAR Rocca 

BEST SCALLION PANCAKE (WHO KNEW THERE 
COULD BE SUCH A THING?) King Fung Garden |! 
BEST POUR OF EXTRA-VIRGIN OLIVE OIL 

Flat lron Tapas Bar& Lounge @ 


a 


Robert Nadeau can be reached at RobtNadeau@aol.com. 


TW. FOOD | 
Cambridge | ¢ 
| A tiny “bistro-luxe 
chef-owner w i 
admire that spirit, and have the 
cash, you'll find that T.W. Food can 
be uneven, but the best is very good 
indeed. If you only eat things you've 
had before, don't go. Those who 
like this format are kind of tweedy 
and wearable-art people. Safe picks: 
roast veal, local seafood, oyster 
shooters, and the cheese plate 
SALVATORE'S | 225 Northern Ave, 
Boston | 617.737.5454 | $7-$26 | Along 


| with much nonsense, there in the 
| mew Seaport District you'll find this 


smooth Italian restaurant with ter 


| rific pasta, competent sauces and 


meats, pizza to write home about, 
and properly served wine. If there's 
no big event at the Bank of America 
Pavilion or Convention Center, you 
can even park on the street. Salva 
tore’s isn't innovative, though great 
side-dish pasta is kind of novel, and 
most things taste even better than 
you'd expect 

KINGSTON STATION | 25 Kingston 
St, Boston | 617.482.6282 | $9-$26 | As 
a bistro, Kingston Station is louder 
and more expensive than Gaslight, 
which it resembles, and not nearly 
as good. But with a huge, loud bar 
scene, it’s never going to be thought 
of as a bistro. As a place to eat before 
or after drinks, then, Kingston Sta- 


| tion is convenient and not half bad, 
| especiaily when you're dining on the 


seared tuna salad Nicoise and the 


| chicken under a brick, with cookies 
| and milk for dessert. Not amused by 


cookies and milk? Try some Swiss 
absinthe. Dress loud so your friends 


| can find you. 


GASLIGHT BRASSERIE DU COIN 
| 560 Harrison Ave, Boston | 
617.422.0224 | $10-$20 | Gaslight 


| serves excellent bistro/brasserie 


food with French wines at moderate 


| prices, in a really, really loud set- 
ting. It’s got to be a set-up for the 


line about going someplace quieter. 


| Dress up, but not so much that 


you're afraid to order the excellent 
but perhaps somewhat messy soups 
and stews, as well as the best steak 
frites in Boston and a full flight of 
French desserts 

CODA | 329 Columbus Ave, Boston 
| 617.536.CODA | $9-$22 | Coda has 

a plain menu, but does everything 
rather well. Conservative but mod 
erately priced for the South End 
this could be your secret place if you 
value corafort abc rends. Strong 
poi are the potst rs, the tur 
key 
the w 
what plain entrées 
ROBYN’'S BAR AND GRILL 
Washington St, Roslindale 
617.323.6507 
borh Zular 
food with a gourmet twist,” Robyn's 
doesn’t disappoint. Besides 


4195 


$8-$19 | Anew neigh 


bar that serves “reg 


s tha 


smoked ribs and wing: tare 


actually ked, there are some 
fancy addi ‘0 the col 

vegetable sides, as well as sor 
grilled and fried selections and a 
half-baked- cookie ice-cream 


dessert that’s the finest of its (per 
haps controversial) kind. It’s a fam 
ily kind of place, so come as you are, 
unless you are really, really weird. 


| CUINK | 215 Charles Street (Liberty 


Hotel), Boston | 617.224.4004 | $38-$48 | 
What's the thrill of eating a hyperluxe 
meal next to a skid row? Multiply that 


| by eating in the former Charles Sueet 


Continued on p 24 
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Jail, condemned as an overcrowded 
Bastille, but now rebuilt as a luxury 
hotel. At Clink, you can still look at 
bars, bare brick, and granite, but 
while enjoying great small plates, 
braised short ribs that prisoners could 
only dream about, adventurous wine 
offerings, and brownie slices as rich 
as flourless chocolate cake. Dress up 
and spend; they can’t prove a thing. 
WAGAMAMA | 57 |FK St, Cambridge 
| 617.499.0930 | $8-$14 | Wagamama 
is the sort of large, quasi-communal 
youthful dining experience that 
hasn't been around Harvard Square 


ford cafeterias of the "6os. Of course, 
the food is now Japanese-Malaysian 
fusion with British-influenced des- 
serts, and lingering is not so easy. 
But Wagamama is inexpensive, 
starchy, salty, peppery fun — and 
that counts for a lot. 

VLORA | 545 Boylston St, Boston | 
617.638.9699 | $14-$33 | The recently 
opened Vlora serves Albanian- 
Mediterranean food, with a solid 
foundation of basic good eating, in 
a much-modernized underground 
space. Our critic likes ethnic, and 
urges you toward the octopus, trio of 
pies, Albanian tava, grilled barbou. 
nia (red mullet), and kasata. If your 
date wants a salad, steak, chicken, 
scallops, great French fries, or tira 
misu, that's also doable. The atmo- 
sphere is nice enough to dress up a 
little, but you could stick to smail 
plates and side dishes and dine both 
casually and well 


SUN DECEMBER 


7am vs. 


since the lamented Waldorf and Bick- 


SMOKEN’ JOE’S AUTHENTIC 
SOUTHERN BARBEQUE | 351 
Washington St, Brighton | 
617.254.5227 | $8-$22 | If they slow 
down the smoker, Smoken’ Joe’s 
could become a very competitive 
barbecue spot, with jalapefio 
bombs, Cajun crab cakes, anda 
terrific classic-soul soundtrack 

The pies, from the atelier of Petsi 
Pies, are superior, especially the 
key lime. Best ‘cue at opening was 
brisket and burnt ends. You'll have 
to work through the six sauces. It 
may be informal, but it’s no shack. 
GALWAY HOUSE | 710 Centre St, 
Jamaica Plain | 617.524.9677 | $8-$18 
| Amid the mad escalation of chef- 
driven steakhouses, the Galway 
stands as a bastion of $16.95 Mon- 


a menu of bar snacks, small plates, 
and comforting entrées. Although 
all of the references are French and 
the food leans toward Mediter 
ranean, the operative word here is 
gemutilichkeit. Satisfaction and fun 
reign, especially if you have the an 
tipasto platter, sloppy lasagna, fried 
calamari and oysters, steak frites, 
and chocolate pot de créme or berry 
cobbler for dessert 

ALL STAR SANDWICH BAR | 

1245 Cambridge St, Cambridge | 
617.868.3065 | $6-$14 | It’s not quite 
“the sandwich hall of fame,” but 
All Star has an affectionate take on 
some great hometown sandwiches, 
plus some barbecue and hot-sauce 
inventions that locals will remem- 
ber as well as the Red Sox. We favor 


vegetables. Noodles, like the pad 
see, are very good, but so are Thai- 
style curries and the sweet-fried 
tamarind duck, for those who 
want to take a step up from Gen- 
eral Tso's chicken. Try the mango- 
and-sticky-rice combination for 
dessert. 

MOOO | 15 Beacon St (XV Bea- 

con Hotel), Boston | 617.670.7799 

| $24-$130 | Another fancy hotel 
dining room gone over to the 
steakhouse side, with another 
name chef (Jamie Mammano of 
Mistral) providing gourmet cred. 
Mammano’s magic is mostly in 
the appetizers, such as sushi tuna 
tartare and lobster salad, while the 
steaks, trimmings, and desserts are 


just expensive. Save your money for 
fish specials, such as the Mediterra 
nean corvina, or “cheap out” with a 
Wiener schnitzel and something off 
the 25-page wine list. The room now 
looks like a modern New York apart- 
ment, so dress in beige or black to 
blend in. 

RED SKY | 16-18 North St, Boston 
| 617.742.3333 | $9-$24 | If you sit in 
the front with the stage, Red Sky is 
a nightclub. If you sit in the back 
near the open kitchen, it’s a res- 
taurant. If you hit the menu right, 
it’s even a relatively cheap bistro, 
right next to Quincy Market. Our 
picks are the pastas (especially the 
Bolognese), grilled pork chop, and 
Key lime pie or chocolate lava cake 
for dessert. Burned out on Elvis 
imitators? How about Sinatra on 
Wednesday nights? 


Saray Restaurant 
delectable education 


treal rib eyes, served with horrid 
side dishes right out of the ‘sos. 
There are no retro complexities, 
just Italian white bread, portion- 
control butter, freight-car salad to- 
matoes, laughable side dishes, and 
perfectly excellent fried seafood, 
steaks, and cappuccinu mousse 
cake. Although recently redone by 
a new owner (the cook of 20 years), 
it still looks totally ‘sos, minus the 
cigarette smoke. They now have 
flat screen TVs — but with sound. 
When was the last time you were 
in a restaurant that had that? 

THE BEEHIVE | 541 Tremont St, 
Boston | 617.423.0069 | $14~-$24 | De- 
signed in part as a live-music night 
club, the Beehive also functions 
splendidly as a vast, rambling bohe 
mian restaurant's beer cellar, with 


the pastrami Reuben, Thursday 
pulled pork, Beef on Weck, Atomic 
Meatloaf Meltdown, and a side of 
German potato salad or any kind 
of French fries, along with pretty 
good lemonade. A cup of chili gets 
you the finest cornbread north of 
Antarctica. Nix on the vegetar- 

ian fakes and desserts, except the 
seven-layer bars. Come as you are; 
there's nothing phony or put-on 
about this place. 

ZENNA NOODLE BAR | 1374 Bea- 
con St, Brookline | 617.566.0566 | 
$10-$16 | One of the prettiest Asian 
restaurants of any stripe, Zenna 
Noodle Bar serves up Vietnamese 
fusion cuisine without much em 
phasis on noodles, despite what 
the name implies. Don’t miss the 
pho, beef soup updated with fresh 


Turkish cuisine criminally ignored similarly smoky eggplant purée, 


Boston: fewer than places and tavuk kebab ($13.95), marinated 
feature its influences or authentic chicken breast cubes flanked by but- 
dishes. Saray with blond ter-laden rice. kebab ($16.95) 


hardwood floors and a sunshine/ 


‘a 2 offers myriad flavors and textures: thin 
- n__ slices of a spicy pressed lamb/beef 
of novel desserts include 
Salads provide gentle on-ramy ava, and kazandibi ($4), wispy 
recombining Mediterranean st amelized-milk pudding. Synapse- 
red parsle Turkish coffee ($2) and compli- 
various configurations mentary black tea are fine finishers 
a Even Saray’s small salads (a 95) Or try salgam suyu ($2.50), which 
ue § are sharable, including coban salata: looks like cherry juice ($2.50) but 
diced cucumbers, and piyaz includes pickled and fermented carrot 
centered on white beans with p and turnip juices and is vaguely remi- 
astringent claret-colored berry. Soups, based digestif. can see why Turks use 
such ezogelin corbasi hangover cure: you can hardly 
lentils puréed with bulgur and duste think anything but salgam while 


with dried mint, are similarly com- 
forting. Slices Turkish pita inch 


you're drinking 
Servers are friendly and eager 


thick leavened rounds topped with educate the rare neophytes among 
sesame make useful sops. the Turkish ex-pats already crowding 
i Eastern standbys get a Turkish twist, _ the place. With attractive prices and 
' as with acili ezma, ($4), a wet 1s- big portions, Saray is a fine addition to 
in of muhammara with a chili Allston’s multi-culti restaurant won- 


but pomegranate. Cigara borek and ideal place start 

($5.95) are open-ended, feta-st a remedial education in one of the 
lightly sweetened fried tubes 


great cuisines. 
like crunchy crépes 


are masterfully executed SARAY RESTAURANT, located 
gently charred, juicy, and smoke- 1098 Comm Ave, 
permeated, hunkar begendi open daily, from 
($15.95), lamb chunk pm. Call 617.383.6651. 


RESTAURANT ARCHIV 
FOR RESTAURANT 
THEPHOENIX.COM 
THEPHOENIA. 
Fox Soccer Channe 
FEATURED 
GAMES: 
4 
ottenham 
Portsmouth 
vs. 
Chelsea 
> 
Lansdowne Street, Boston 617.351.7001 
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Scaldis Noél 


worthy indulgence 


cordial or after-dinner port. 


this Christmas. 


THE MISSION BAR & GRILL | 

724 Huntington Ave, Boston | 
617.566.1244 | $8-$15 | As the name 
implies, the Mission Bar & Grill 

is more of a bar for a clean-cut 
30-and-under crowd than itis a 
restaurant. But you can still 

dine well on steak tips, steak 'n’ 
bleu salad, chicken saltimbocca, 


and a passable piece of chocolate 
cake. 


=a 


Christmastime here. And you know what that means: crowded 
stores, credit-card bills, and more public-service announcements and 
syndicated newspaper stories showing how to count calories and 
cocktails and make through minefield holiday 

Well, this column intends to do the opposite. It's the time of 
year for and imbibing. The nights are and cold and 
dark, but the parties are warm and brightly lit. And this Belgian 
strong ale, brewed Brasserie Dubuisson Fréres Leuze-Pipaix, 
Belgium, proper tribute the festivities. 

pours tawny caramel color, with tiny particulate 
from the fermentation, big brumous head 
sticking with lacy tenacity the side the glass. 
symphonically complex arama black cherries, dark chocolate 
bitter coffee, and sweet toffee while first sip reveals huge 
boozy character, with sweet notes bubble-gum, tangerines, and 
bananas appearing the beer warms from within like potent 


Brewed with added sugar and huge quantities 
steeped with hops for four six weeks, and weighing 
towering percent this big, complex, heat- 
flashing beer. And it's just the kind gift you should give yourself 


Available for $18 for bottle Downtown Wine 
Spirits, 225 Elm Street, Somerville. Call 617.625.7777. 


SAGE | 1395 Washington St, Bos- 
ton | 617.248.8814 | $20-$36 | Dining 
at Sage is both expensive and un- 
even, so heed our advice: you may 
skip appetizers but not the pasta 
tasting platter (or just the fazzolet- 
ti); the rice-smoked duck breast is a 
must; all seafood is excellent; and 
don’t skip the desserts. Check the 
full review online, mind your sea- 
sons, and you'll have a memorable 


— 


evening. Check Google for the com- 
ments of those who did not wait for 
the Phoenix's recommendations. 

KO PRIME | 90 Tremont St (Nine Zero 
Hotel), Boston | 617.772.0202 | $22-$90 | 
The new dining room at the Nine Zero 
Hotel isn’t cheap, but it is often worth 
the money, since Ken Oringer here 
conquers the American steakhouse 
with his flexible toolkit of delicacy 
and Asian-fusion flavors. You'll enjoy 


the skirt steak with North African 
spices but ought to try the Kobe beef 
flatiron steak. A bone-marrow ap- 
petizer is terrific, but so is the market 
green salad. Desserts are unusual and 
superb, especially the mint mousse 
and chocolate bread pudding. 
GARDEN AT THE CELLAR | 991 
Mass Ave, Cambridge | 617.876.2580 
| $15-$20 | A great gastro-pub, with 
comfort food done amazingly well, 


MIKE MIL 


beautiful use of local produce, and a 
fine treatment of herbs. Loud, con 
vivial, and terrific, it’s so unpreten 
tious there is no dessert menu. 
VERNISSAGE | 1627 Beacon St, 
Brookline | 617.566.3340 | $15-$28 | 
Vernissage is more of a Russian sup 
per club, with live or semi-live mu- 
sic on Thursdays through Sundays. 
The food is good whether you have 
small plates with vodka drinks, or a 
feast of spicy lamb soup, pierogies, 
chicken Pozharsky, and blintzes for 
dessert. Wear your dancing shoes; 
when the music is Russian, every 
one dances as if they were at a wed- 
ding reception. 

FLAT IRON TAPAS BAR | 107 Mer- 
rimac St (Bulfinch Hotel), Boston | 
617.778.2900 | $5-$14 | Small plates 
only here, which are hard to make 
into a real dinner. But if you get the 
kaffir-lime-infused tuna tartare, 
fried calamari, French fries, crab 
cake, and fried dough with Valrhona 
chocolate, you'll leave feeling good. 
The room is small, and it’s shaping 
up to be a popular after-work spot, 
so you'll either be dressed with or 
against business wear. 
GEOFFREY'S CAFE | 4257 Wash- 
ington St, Roslindale | 617.325.1000 
| $8-$15 | Comfort food with forays 
into bistro territory — at 1990 
prices — makes for a soft landing in 
Roslindale Square. Don't miss the 
local-sausage appetizer, the shrimp 
cakes, the meatloaf, any permuta- 
tion of the steak tips, and the black- 
berry créme briilée. Portions are 
serious; dress in loose clothes. 
ROCCA | S00 Harrison Ave, Boston 
| 617.451.5151 | $21-$29 | Rocca oc- 
cupies a great space full of weave 
and wave designs, which are both 
calming and effective in muffling 
sound. There are a number of 
interesting small plates inspired 
by the Liguria region of Italy; “in 
teresting” still means tasty, but 
not filling — not even the pasta 
courses. Desserts are consistently 
excellent. Think of this as a great 
place to meet friends for drinks and 
bites, but don’t skip lunch. 


PHUKET THAI RESTAURANT 

1856 Centre St, West Roxbury 
617.469.5200 | $8-$19 | A pretty new 
Thai place with lots of sweetened 
sauces and fusion dishes, such as 
steaks and chops, and excellent 
traditional dishes. Our reviewer 
suggests you stick with traditional 
appetizers, including satay, papaya 
salad, and spicy soups; then opt for 

a fusion-dish special for your entrée 
Don't miss the spicy duck fried rice, 

a brilliant layered platter of rich rice, 
crisp veggies, and boned duck breast. 
Desserts include tiramisu and créme 
briilée — not Thai at all. 
BROWNSTONE | 111 Dartmouth 

St, Boston | 617.867.4142 | $12-$24 | 
Brownstone is a pub with a modestly 
priced bistro menu that often shines 
The bar appetizers are good, too, but 
the desserts don’t measure up. So 
bargain-bistro buffs might breeze 
past a few feta-stuffed dates, jump 
into rolled veal breast or seafood 
risotto and perhaps a side of roasted 
asparagus, and then take a stroll for 
dessert. 

GRAIN AND SALT | 431 Cambridge St, 
Allston | 617.254.3373 | $9-$13 | Here's 
what we're always trying to find: an 
upscale ethnic restaurant that caters 
enough to immigrants to stay true to 
its roots, while giving outsiders some 
Teal treats at modest prices. The hook 
for the immigrants here is halal meat, 
so an observant Muslim can dine out 
without having to pick and choose. 
Among the top treats: soups, fried 
appetizers, an unusual vegan harai 
kebab, shrimp madras, lamb bhuna, 
and rich, homemade palak paneer 
Our critic wasn't captivated by the 
desserts but recommends a mango 
lassi at any course. 

SAUCIETY | 425 Summer St (Westin 
Waterfront), Boston | 617.531.4670 | 
$23-$39 | To eat well in this surpris- 
ingly informal hotel dining room, you 
must navigate a minefield of bland 
options by sticking to vegetable skew- 
ers, fish entrées, side vegetables, and 
the chimichurri, romesco, and mocha 
(dessert) sauces. Parking can be tricky, 
but reservations are easy so far. 


The Place For Your Party! 


Serving 600 guests relaxing upscale 
Call 617-536-4389 while great dates are still available! 


| | 
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OVERLOOK RIDGE. 
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ASK ABOUT OUR 
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ADOPTION 


PREGNANT? CONSIDER- 
ING ADOPTION? 


AAN CAN 
Business 

Want to Retire in 2008? 
| will show you how. www.thou 
$2954 


FINANCIAL 


SCASHS 

immediate Cash for Structured 
Settlements 


rofits.com 


Annuities, Law 
Suits, Inheritance, Mortgage 
Notes & Cash Flows. |.C. WEN. 
TWORTH #1 1-800-794-7310 
(AAN CAN) 


CREDIT REPAIR 

Erase bad credit le 
gally Money back War 
ranty, FREE 


Information: 


Consultation & 
1-866-410-7676 
http: //www_nationaicredit 
builders.com (AAN CAN) 


STOP FORECLOSURE 
Save your home 
603)736-8484 
www.LenderMediationAssoc 


ates.com 


CREATIVE 


Mosaic Ciasses 
MOSAIC CLASSES for 15 - Up, in 
Bristol!! Beginner Interior Mo 
saics: Weekday: january 7,9,and 
TM, W, GF) time:10:( 


nner Exterior Mosaics: 
end: january 12 - 13 (Sat. 
30-4:30 & Sun.10:00-12:30) 


February 5, 12, 19 
First Tuesday of the month) 


Weekday: 


10-1:00 Beginner Glass 
Mosaics: Weekend: February 3 
10 (Sat. 10:00-4:30 & Sun.10:00 
2:30) Weekday: March 4, 11, & 
18 (First Tuesday of the month) 
time: 10:00-1:00 Price: $120.00 
nciudes all 


materiais used 
class “Please go to www. 

nedesign.org and click on 
asses/contact” to read more 
classes and ree 


ntact Nicole (inst 


hone 401 253 


COMMUNITY 


NOTICEBOARD 


WRITERS WANTED 


The 


jerny for Alternative 


m, established by pa 
pers like this one to promote di 
versity in the alternative press 
seeks talented journalists and 
students (college si 
up) for a paid summer writ 
ing program at Northwestern 


and 


University’s Me School of 
Journalism. The eight-week 
prograrr e Aue 

8) a recruit talented 


AROUND 
TOWN 


DaTinc 
BRAZILIANCONNECTS. 
Are you Brazilian? you 
want to meet Brazil ? Visit 


http: 
com We're not like other dating 
sites. Founded by Cida and Bill 
who met online themselves 
BrazilianConnects is dedicated 
to bringing together Brazilians 
and non-Brazilians. Cida and Bill 
would like to help everyone be 
come as happy as they are. Eng 
lish AND Portuguese. Brazilians 
and non-Brazilians - everyone 
is welcome. Do all this for FREE 
(no gimmick, no scam): - Regis- 
ter and create a profile - Upioad 
photos - Full search capabili 
ties - View profiles and photos 

instant Message - Chat room 

Send messages All currently 
free! http://www.braziliancon 
nects.com 


TRAVEL 


EAST AFRICAN SAFARIS 

REAL ADVENTURE OF A LIFE 
TIME! PACKAGES CUSTOMIZED 
TO YOUR LIKING AND PERSON 
ALIZED TO EXPERIENCE TRUE 
AFRICAN CULTURE. HTTP:// 
WWW .NEWADVENTURESA 
M. INFO@NEWAD 
VENTURESAFARIS.COM 1-866 


5-SAFARI. (AAN) 


SHOWBIZ_ 
ARTS 


Gics 


GUITARIST SEEKS SERI- 
GUS MUSICANS 

To form/join 
metal band 


creative & dedicated w/ many 


original heavy 


I'm 31 years old 


hearse of 


rd. inter 


ideas. Looking to r 


ten, play gies & 
ested calied Rob 978 


influences: Kirk Hammett, Zakk 


5-1349 


Wylde, The Blues 


MAGNIFICENT REHEARS- 
AL SPACE 
Spacious, clean, heated 


good sound. One Half H 
side of Portland. No neighbors 
complaints Reasonable 
rates. Call 207-782-4674 


SINGER AVAILABLE 

Tenor singer, 37 y/o looking for a 
Startup a cappella project: Old 
ies, Boys, Classic Rock/Pop, or 
Classic Rock band. Good looks 
and strong voice. Mark: (978) 
973-8908 


Prostitution Legal Defense and 
Other Related Crimes 


By Boston Lawyer Seen On National TV 


Atty Nathan 
800-442-9855 x31 


REHEARSAL Space 


Rehearsal Space & More 


Available in W wn Drums 


SOUND MUSEUM 


EMPLOYMENT 


Ban_C.ue_REsTAURANT 


BARTENDERS NEEDED 
Looking for f time 


bartenders. 


available. No ex 


quired. With hourly wages and 


tips make up to $ 


O per shift 
Call (800) 806-0082 ext 
(AAN CAN) 


Business OppoRTUNITY 


$700-$800,000 FREE 
CASH GRANTS/PRO- 
GRAMS-2007 

Personal bills, School, Busi 
ness/Housing. Approx. $49 bil 
lion unclaimed 2006! Alrnost 
Everyone Qualifies! Live Opera 
tors 1-800-592-0362 Ext. 235 
(AAN CAN) 


A REALISTIC $10,000 
- $40,000 A MONTH 

NO Selling, NO Scripts, NO 
Phone Calis. An 80 year old lady 
made $5,000 in her first 8 days. 
Visit http://www.TySays.com 
(AAN CAN) 


DATA ENTRY PROCES- 
SORS NEEDED 
Earn - $5 Weekly 


Guaran 
teed Paychecks! No Experience 
Necessary! Positions Available 
Today! Register Online Now! 
http://www. BigPayWork.com 
(AAN CAN) 


GOVERNMENT jOBS 

Earn $12-$48/Hr. Full Benefits/ 
Paid Training. Work available in 
areas like Homeland Security, 
Law Enforcement, Wildlife & 
More! 1-800-320-9353 x2001 


(AAN CAN) 


GOVERNMENT JOBS 

Earn $12-$48/Hr. Full Benefits/ 
Paid Training. Work available ir 
areas like Homeland Security. 
Wildlife & 
More! 1-800-320-9353 x2001 


(AAN CAN) 


Law Enforcement 


HELP WANTED 

Earn Extra income assembling 
CD cases fron 
immediately 
Necessary. 
ext. 150 http://www.easywork 


greatpay.com (AAN CAN 


HOME REFUND jOBS 
Earn $3,500 - $5,000 Weekly 
Processing Company Refunds 
Online! Guaranteed Paychecks! 
No Experience Needed! Posi 
tions Available Today! Register 
Oniine Now! http://www.Re 
bateWork.com (AAN CAN) 


MAKE $150/HOUR 

Get Paid Cash for Your Opinion! 
Earn $5 to $75 to fill out simple 
surveys online. Start NOW! 
http://www.paidchoice.com 
(AAN CAN) 


MOVIE EXTRAS, ACTORS, 
MODELS 

Make $100-$300/day. No Expe- 
rience Required, Meet celebri 
ties, Full Time/Part Time, All 
looks needed! Call Now! 1-800 
556-6103 extension 528. (AAN 
CAN) 


MOVIE EXTRAS, ACTORS, 
MODELS 

Make $100-$300/day. No Expe- 
rience Required, Meet celebri 
ties, Full Time/Part Time, All 
looks needed! Cal! Now! 1-800- 
556-6103 extension 528. (AAN 
CAN) 


MYSTERY SHOPPERS 


GUTDOOR YOUTH COUN- 


SELOR 

Or fax resume to Career A 
sor/AN 442-5911. EOE 
AAN CAN 

POST OFFICE JOBS AVAIL- 
ABLE 


Avg. Pay $20/hour or $57K An 
nually inciuding Federal Ben 
efits and OT. Paid Training, Va 
Cations. PT/FT. 1-866-616-7019 


(AAN CAN) 


TIRED OF THE RAT RACE? 
Are you ready to live life to the 
fullest? Have you heard of THE 
SECRET? Visit http://www. 
TheCareerWinner.com (AAN 


CAN 


WRITERS WANTED 

The Academy for Alternative 
journalism, established by pa 
pers like this one to promote di 


versity in the alternative press. 


seeks talented journalists and 


(college seniors and 
up) for a paid summer writ- 
ing program at Northwestern 
University’s Medill School of 


journalism. The 


eight-week 


Oiverse Dack 
grounds backgrounds and train 
them in alt-weekly style feature 
writing. Ten participants will be 
hosen and paid $3.0 
housing and travel allowances. 
For information and an app’ 
Cation visit http:// aaj.aa.org 
You may also email us at alta 
academy@northwestern.edu 
Applications must be post 
marked by February 8, 2008. 
Northwestern University is an 
equal opportunity educator and 


employer. (AAN CAN) 


GENERAL 


MAKE $334 DAILY! 

Data entry positions available 
Now! Internet access needed 
income is Guaranteed! No ex 
perience required. Apply today. 


www. dataformoney.com 


INTERNSHIPS 


DEVELOPMENT/PUBLIC 
POLICY 


nfiuence, advocate with na 
tional and state government 
Communications newsletters. 
position papers, website, etc 
Outreach assist with part 
nership building with other 
national 


organizations Col 


lege- planning and develop 


programs for our College Lead 
ership Project Research- work 
on research relevant to sexual 
assault and Communities of 
Color Fundraising assist with 
identifying sources of funding 
to continue SCESAs work Con 


ference planning assist with 


s job Requirements: Under 


ate or Graduate Students 


of Color Demonstrated interest 
and commitment to working 
on Communities of Color and 
Womens rights issues Oral and 
written communication skills 
Commitment to work for a mir 

imum of 12 weeks (internship 
term start and end cates are 


flexible and may work around 


nterns schedule.) How To Ag 


ply: Submit by Aug..10, for /Fa’ 
semester, De Sp 
and May 10 for Summer . Please 
submit resume and e , 
te e stersiead.org 


PROFESSIONAL 


Research Associate 
Sought by Beth Israel Deacor 

ess Medical Center in Boston 
MA to perform a wide range 
of job duties including desien 
and implement experiments 
using small animal surgical 
techniques for research associ 
ated with prostate cancer and 
Huntington disease. Master 
Degree in biology, medical engi 
neering, biochemistry or closely 
related field. Apply online at 


http://www.bidmccareers.com 


Requisition# 07-0408 


Check out the best 
MP3s Boston. 


THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT 
AUTHORITY 


THE 


Mobil 


Roxbury Mobil is now accepting appiications tor Assistant Managers 


1+ yrs of Management or Supervisor Experience required 
Competitive starting wage 
Excellent Benefits Package 
Medical Dental Insurance 
401K Company Match 
100% Tuition Reimbursement 
Apply Today 
South Hampton St. 
Questions Call Manager 617-442-9600 


Boston 781-426-9000 
603-296-4000 
Providence 401-223-7070 


Worcester 508-635-9595 
Other Cities 1-888-257-5757 


Mobile pay, text 
“QUEST” 77003 


$9.99/15min 


1-900-484-2525 


questchat.com 


LOCAL DATELINE 


CALL-LISTEN 
BATE 


Listen to 1000's of Local Singles FREE! 


Boston 


Gay Locals 
617.423.6666 


FREE code 9316 


For other cities call 


(888) MegaMates 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888)MegaMates 18+ ©2007 Pctic 
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ATTENTION: CER- 
TIFIED MASSAGE 
ADVERTISERS 


MIND 
BODY 
SPIRIT 


Advertisers running as 
Certified Massage providers 
must provide documented 

and verifiable medical / 

educational certification 


CERTIFIED MASSAGE 
THERapy 


an ad in this section. The 


$$65 Hr. $$85 11/2 hr. 
vid Brandon (1-866 


Phoenix reserves the right 
ub) FRIE 


BANKOK GIRL 

Healing relaxation come and 

AHEAD TO TOE MAS- 
SAGE 


treat your body and soul. Ex 


erience with gentle touch of 


Help you to relax, unwind massage. Thai Massage 1617 


from everyday stress w/ a 
thing, healing massage 
in soft 
it towels 
this the place to be 


Galen St. #2 Watertown, MA 


617-510-8822 


BELMONT MAS- 
SAGE 


Body Zen 
238 Trapelo Rd. Belmont 


vacation.C 


Certified Male 


617- 
547-6191 
| Massage MASSAGE 
STIMULATING 
MASSAGE THERAPY AND RELAXATION 


| Open 7 days a week 


304 Union Street 


Rockland, M 
781-878-8560 


Salon 
Massage 


4 


North Beacon Sx 
Watenown MA 


Licensed 


Shen 
Massage 


617-923-1711 


MASSAGE 


ARSENAL MALL 
WATERTOWN 


Elm St. 
Davis Sq. 


617.625.3366 


617-926-0919 
372 MAIN STREET 
WATERTOWN 


*GOLDEN* *WATER* 
GRAND OPENING 

Lisc. Professional Service. Thai 
massage style for men & wom- 
en. Let us relieve your stress & 
tension. 400 MASS AVE UNIT 1 
Arlington, Ma. 10AM-3PM. 781 
648-1358 


GRAND OPENING! 


Chinese Tuina 
657 Franklin St. Fram 


ingham 
10am-8pm Mon- Sat 


617-935-5636 


GREAT MASSAGE 
Michael in Savin Hill 
$75/ HR or $90/90 min 
617-504-3131 Credit 
Cards accepted. www.mas 
sagedall. com 


HOLIDAY STRESS? 

40yo gm gives healing massage 
tailored to your needs. 13 yrs 
schooled exp. Off Rt. 101/ 95 in 
SE NH 4! ON 


Japanese 
Chinese 


Massage 
617-924-9371 


195 Mt Auburn St, Watertown 


SOUTH SHORE CHINESE 
ACUPRESSURE MASSAGE 
THERAPY 

Friendly staff & great rates! For 
Appt call Shirley 781-331-3353 61 
Washington Street Weymouth 
Also hiring! 


THAI MASSAGE THERAPY 
Professional F Masseuse. 333 
Mass. Ave. Boston 617-859- 
0443 Free Parking 


WELLNESS 


PENIS ENLARGEMENT 
Approved FDA medical vacuum 
pumps, Viagra, Testosterone, 
Cialis. Gain 31 permanently. 
Free Brochures. 619-294-7777 
24/7, http://www.GetBiggerTo 
day.com (AAN CAN) 


HOT SPRING BEAUTY 
Massages Facials 
Nails Waxing 


825 A Washington St, Newton, MA 
617-527-1430 | www.HotSpringBeauty.com 


Open 7 Days per Week 


Folly 


ASIAN HOLISTIC 


MASSAGE 


24A Main Street (Rte. 28) 


2™ Floor 


North Reading, 


9am to 9pm 


Open Days Week 


978-664-2355 


CHINESE BEST 
MASSAGE 


5 Knapp St, Boston 
Chinatown, MA 


7 Days/Week 
10am-8:30pm 


617-777-7082 


Licensed 


Body Rub 

Shampoo 
Massage Therapy 


(licensed) 


massage 
licensed therapists 


TRADITIONAL 
CHINESE 
BODY WORK 


CHINESE TUINA 


617-935-5636 


657 Frankdin 
Framingham MA 01754 


CHINESE MASSAGE 
HEALTH CENTER 


PAIN RELIEF, BODY RELAXATION. 


617-773-4658 
Newport Ave Suite 9 2nd MA 


OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK 


China Pearl Massage 


What Your Body 
Soul Deserves 


ORIENTAL 


CLINIC 
} 1116 Great Plain Avenue 


Needham Center 
128/95 Exit 198 


7 Days 10am-9pm 


781-453-3988 


21 School Street, Quincy 
FREE PARKING 


10 times get 
1 time free for the 
Grand Opening! 


orth of Bosten 


Holistic Spa 


Therapy Center 


Experience 
the Differenceg 


Massage Spa 


Foot Massage and Body Work 


- Hot Steam 
- Dry Sauna 


- Body Scrub 


- 1 hr Unrushed 
Massage Therapy 


Gift Certificates 


Rated 
by MA clients 


781-485-1900 


Fully Licensed 


617 926 2188 


115 Mt. Auburn Street 
Watertown, 02472 


www. sakuramassagespa -com 
Fully Licensed 


| 


matching photo identifica 
sued license prior tc cing 
ween. standards 
| 
for 2 al! Paula 
ral Flow of Hawaiian Massage North & South Shore 
3 
MASSAGE 
617-689-0060 


BOSTON 
MOTORSPORTS 


1098 MASSACHUSETTS AVE 

ARLINGTON, MA 

Ph: 

Fex: 78I-64H6-H920 

WWW .CREATERBOSTONMOTORSPORTS.COM 


KAWASAKI CARES: Alwoys weer Neimet, eye end Groper Never ride Under the influence of Grugs oF Adnere fo he maintenance 
schedule In your Owners manual. Professional nder shown On Closed Course. ©2006 Kewesek! Motors Corp. US A 


a. | = 
BM: 
250R 


ANSWER 


1_Call 617.450.8620 
1.800.232.4581 and use 
major credit debit card 


Call 1.900.226.7748 


only $2.39/minute. 18+ 


PLACE YOUR OWN 


1_Call 1.800.310.5995 call 
our hour automated service 
617.859.3283 


FREE ADS Free ads placed in this sect 


n are not 


ery week. Be 


fresh. GUIDELINES Pers 


+ gamous relationships. To e 


renew your ad frequently 


als are for adults 18 or over 


sure your safety 


j have first meetings occur in a public place 


eserves the rie 


es to any ad. Not all ads 


To review 


SENT FROM HEAVEN 

SWF. $1. N/S, likes reading, theater. 
Movies and dancing interested in 
meeting a gentleman for phone 
nversations, dinner dates, social 
outings andmore 
LETS GET SERIOUS 


WOMEN 
SEEKING MEN 


SWF, SO, WPH, blue/auburr 
TAKE A LOOK seeks SWM, loves animais, dining 
SWPF, 35, ST” light brown/hazel. out. walking, have a SOH, and is ser 
athletic. enjoys playing soccer, the ous about a relationship £47473¢ 


LOOKING FOR MY MAN 

Curvy, fit SWF, S2. attractive 
5'9" +, toshare the good times in life laid-back. open-minded. enjoys doing 
Dooorse the simple things in life. Seeks a SM 


GREEN EVED each other scompany. 


king. watching 


something, fun, attractive LOOKING FOR YO 
and charming, Enjoys geod SWF, 20, in college and employed 
Sation. cooking, traveling part-time, enjoys movie 
ture ar 22. Seeking friend wing 
e and jazz. Seeking skating, travel, swimming anc 
p and possible LTP with a N Looking for SM, 18-2 


a positive attitude. and SOH 


free, with ar interests and 


some his own. 


Datin 


HOT LOCAL CHAT 


M t sinak 
wea Yt w tt 
P1417 4 
4 
f \ 


The people you've always wanted meet more ways meet them! 
Get touch with phone chat, text messaging, live 1-on-1, web personals. 


enix 


LET'S GET TOGETHER! 


43 yea 


Done 

SINGLE SPONTANEOUS FEMALE 
eeking nce easygoing male 
60- 
ests | am styfish. unpretentious and 
ften fun 
SEARCHING 4 THE RIGHT MAN 


with divergent inte 


HF. $3, seeks sweet, respect 
tive and 

and good humored 

and zest for 


vactive. fit. N 


CONCORD (NH) CUTIE 
Very pretty OWF, y 


69 average weet 


je/biue, great personality, car 
relocate for love. seeks 
N/S.5°9"-6'2" for LTR. Sli 


cap ok. 
BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 


Very sincere, caring, and kind 
eeking honest. sincere. dependable 
loyal, decent man, 50-65. Do you 
exist? You will not regret answering 
this ad. Thank you. &476812 


SOUND LIKE YOU? 

SWF, 19, S'S". 119Ibs, independent, 
outgoing. fun, loves the outdoors. 
playing pool, concerts, more. ISO 
charming, caring respectful. inde 
pendent SM,.S'9"+. loving and fun 
to share the good times 
SOUTH SHORE 

SWF, 46. bionde/green enjoys mov 
tes. dining out and good conversa 
tion. Seeking SWM, 45-55, finan: 
Cially/emotionally secure. honest 
and drama-free. toshare life and ail 
it offers. 243472 

LOOKING FOR A GOOD GUY 

SWF. $2. looking for nice, easygoing 
fun-toving SM. who enjoys sports. 
the outdoors and lifes little plea 
sures, for sharing friendship, fun 
R 
PRETTY ITALIAN WOMAN 

$0, Tiéibs, slender, no 
dren, N/S, social drinker, hom 
eowner, financially and emotionally 
terests, seeks 


auehterand possible 


secure. with many 
WM 


nariage. 


background. 


PHA 


with 
instantly! 


There no charge tor registration Each mas 


charges may apply 


Page 


ARE YOU OUT THERE? 


ft-spoken SF, 42. employed in 
Management. enjoys sp t 
fun, happy man to share life. love 
auehter and awhole lot more lets 
have fun! 


ATTRACTIVE BRUNETTE 
WF, 63. 52°, no chit 
warm, 


anne 


trustworthy, attractive. 


for a long tasting relation 
Ht THERE 

WF, S'2°. brown/hazel, quiet at 
times. seeking educated talkative 
WM. for possible LTR, and last 


P| eryoy nights home 
puters and more 


YOU ARE 30-70, SMART, 

funny. curious. I'm bright, exciting 
2°. 65, looking forward to 

© a new friend. companion. 

and maybe more. €P241345 

CAN U KEEP UP W/ME? 

SWF, 28, browr 

loves The Yankees, The Patriots 

kayaking. dancing, horseback nid 

ng, hiking, more Seeking active. 

fit, healthy.active SM, to share the 

good times and new adventures 
242247 

RUNS WITH SCISSORS 

OWF, 60s, iconoclast interested in 

theatre. movies, outdoors, art. spiri 

tuality Seeking emotionally aware 

politically liberal. humorous man 

withsimular interests. Mensch a plus 


‘926274 


blue, athletic 


DEDICATED AND LOVAL 
Down-to-earth SWF, 47, non- 
smoker, artist, enjoys movies. 


music. dining out, and beachwaik- 
ing. Seeking laid-back, easygoing 
SWM, 35-65.non-smoker, for casual 
dating. possible long-term relation 
ship. Honesty a must! @P257882 
HELLOOO 

Attractive female, 30s, loves the 
city and country and everything 
they offer, open-minded. diverse 
interests, enjoys being out. as well 
quiet timesand good conversation 
Mature, kind male, 36+ are invited 
to respond. 2201117 
UIFE"S TOO SHORT 

SWF 4), fit. happy. easygoing, would 
like to meet someone active, warm 
hearted. and open-minded, 35-45 
Kindness and sense of humor also a 
plus. | love being outdoors, cooking 
travel, trying new things. Let's meet 
and see how it goes 


Call 
professional 


PSYCHIC SOURCE 
Wondering if an old lover still 
thinks about you? Want to 
know what the future holds? 
now to talk to a 
psychic. 
866.481.3499 


BIL 


THAT SPECIAL ONE 

BF, 39, S'S". attractive. err 
seeking a SWM, 30-65 
ng. for versations 
dates. fun and more #210446 


ANGELINA JOLIE TYPE 


honest, car 


sharing of ¢ 


Petite SWF. slim, long dark haw 
eyes. seeking successful, clean-cut 
successful, professional college 
educated SWM. 30-49. non-smoker 
physically fit. 
LIVING IN LAUGHTER 

I'm a young 43-year-old SWF. aver 


age build. beautiful inside and out. 


easy lease eager to please. loves 
animals, nature, and much more 
Great cook. romantic heart, Seeks a 
good man. 43-69, to laugh together 
Let's not waste anytime alone 
7234409 

SEEKING NICE GUY 

Bright, pretty Asian woman, 38. 


S'S”. loves movies, walks and 
quiet times. Seeking nice, reliable 
man, 36-48, for long-term relation 
ship. 
RIGHT HERE WAITING 

WF. young $5, 54" brunette/haze! 
enjoys movies, dining out and the 
beach, seeking a SWM., 43-57. with 
similar interests, for companionship. 
romanceand more. 172406 
WARM AND SPIRITED 

Fit, happy. SPF. 41, would like to 
meet someone active. open-mind 
ed. warm-hearted. and sane Sense 
of humor and adventure a big plus | 
love beingoutdoors, travel, cooking. 
trying new things. Would love some 
good company to enjoy life with. 
‘TP240784 

‘SOPHISTICATED LADY 

Tall, attractive and athletic SF. 
well-educated professional, enjoys 
Sports, theater, concerts, foreign 
films, fine dining and red wine. 
Seeking tall SM, well-educated, 35- 
65, with old fashioned values. great 
sense of humor, for possible long 
term reiationship. 21391703 

ARE U OUT THERE? 

SWF. 48, brown/:brown, 200!bs. 
loves movies, dining casinos, time at 
home. Seeking SWM, 48-60, non 
drinker, smoker ok, to share nice 


times fnendship and possibly more 


ATTRACTIVE SCORPIO 
Attractive DWF, 53, short. brown/ 
brown, seeks companionship with 


SWM, who is kind, caring and hon 
est as | am for po 
relationship Portiand 


ble long-term 


Tien 


live 


YOUR CREDIT CARD, CALL 


TIRED OF 
LEAVING MESSAGES? 
Don't wait any longer to 
meet the one that's been 
waiting for you. 
to be connected right away! 

T? 1-866-938-4798 


PLACE YOUR 
AD, CALL 


AIC\A 


NSWER USING 


AND 


NER AN AD AND 


TO YOUR PHONE, jUST CALL 
cost $2.39/min] MUST 18+ 


blonde SWF, 4C 
something, enjoys music. beaches. 
dining out, romance. Seeking 
attractive, in shape S, 3 


medium-athietic build 
romantic retationship. 472763 

A FUN CHEERFUL WOMAN 

SWF. 70s. sweet. caring. good-heart 
ed. likes lectures, farnily, romantic 
movies and reading. Seeking a gen 
tleman. 65+. with good personality 
moral.affectionate, kind, for com 
pamionship, maybe more if compat 


‘STARTING OVER 
pretty, fit. auburn/hazel 
enjoys dining out, movies, and cul 


tural events, seeking SWM, 45-65 
with similar interests. 2592980 
ATTRACTIVE WOMAN 

SWF. 69. medium build. brown hair 
and eyes, likes bowling, dancing 
reading and more. Wishing to meet 
attractive. like-minded SWM. 60s 
70s. 241325 
LET'S HAVE FUN 

F, likes music, movies, dining 
out, flowers, seeks a SWM, 52-54. 
smoker, for friendship and more 
7243952 
LOVELY SHAPELY BLONDE 

OWF, S'7", feminine, refined, witty, 
in search of kind. honest. articulate 
cerebral SWM, 48+, for monoga 
mous, long-term relationship, who 
enjoysbooks, ethnic cooking, nature 
walks, dancing, seafood, music, day 
trips, and furry friends. £22737) 
‘SECOND TIME AROUND 

Vivacious, funny, sexy blonde, SOs. 
S'8", curvaceous figure, long hair, 
big blue eyes. seeks tall, rugged yet 
sensitive DWM. w/sense-of-humor 
andsmile to showcase it, 47-52, a 
lifetime of adventure 
‘SEEKING NICE GUY 

Bright, pretty Asian woman, 38. 
120ibs, loves movies, walks and 
quiet times. Seeking nice, reliable 
man, 36-48, for LTR. 
EDUCATED VIOLINIST 

SWF, 53, single mom, smoker, look 
ing for SWM. 45-65, who has feet on 
the ground. | worked as bio-chernist. 
teacher, nurse, security guard and 
mother. 2409705 

TAKE A CHANCE 

OWF, 36, 54". petite. attractive. 
warm. ioving, honest. affectionate, 
energetic, likes cuddling Seeking 
a SWM, 35-40. honest 
loving,hard-worker, for friendship. 
fun and more. 8247561 


loyal 


Talk w 
Right 


Call tod 
gles wa 


Call now 


Now 
1-800-21 


The Me 


PSYCHIC 


800.310.5995 


617.976.3366 


LAUGHTER, LOVE 


GLAMOROUS LATINA 

Outgoing. loving, sincere lady, early 
SOs, brunette, H/W proportion 
ate, enjoys dancing, movies, much 


clude 


dren Pa theate more. WLTM loving, employed, nice 
travel, dancing, domesti/foreign/ man.45-62, with similar interests to 
~ share something special. @120513 
eaiet_ moments South coast MA NORTHSHORE AREA 
sexy SWF. tall, full-figured 
BBW SKS FRIENDSHIP FIRST blue-eyed blonde. jazz. blues, clas 
Attractive. full-fieured SBF. 41, S'S sic rock lover, compassionate, fun 
— # one. loving, car loving, enjoys music, long drives, 
2. considerate. Seeking affection dining, movies, seeks tail, medium 


large built man, 50-65. who enjoys 
the same. 


LOVING 


Blonde 


SWF, early 6Os, slim, S'S 


GIRL NEXT DOOR outgoing, looking for a loving an 


Pretty SWF, $2, likes the beach honest, outgoing man who enjoys 
walks and good conversations, dining, dancing, travel, movies. 
seeking a 52-62. caring, hand North Shorearea. &282384 

OWF, feminine, refined, witty, 
GREECE {SO kind. honest, articulate, cerberal 
OWF, 56, knows little English. 1 ‘ 
am hardhworkine. trustworty and 48, for monogamous, 
loyal. | am looking » romantic Greek who enjoys books, ethnic cooking, 
gentieman, to share a happy lastin- naturewalks, dancing, seafood. 
erelat p with. 196341 music, day trips, and furry friends. 
HELLO OUT THERE ‘27370 
BF 38, mother of 2, enjoys reading, ARE WE A MATCH? 
good r es ng Out, relaxing OWPF, 60, attractive, outgoing, 
quiet walks. e-cooked meals youthful, S'S", H/W-proportionate. 


aversation, laughter. 
glight-hearted, happy man 
3, to share all that life offers. 


bionde/ brown, enjoys movies, cul 
tural activities. the outdoors. travel 
painting. walking. Seeking healthy, 
educated, sociable, romantic S/D/ 
WIWM, 62-74, N/S, for possible LTR. 

SEEKING A REAL GENTLEMAN 
Active SF, 53, loving, sincere, hon- 
est enjoys the beach, sailing, seeks 
polite, old-fashioned type of man. 
who loves romance and knows how 
to treat alady right. Brooksfield 
Spencer area. P139154 

LOOKING FOR THIS GUY 

He's a sculptor/painter, he’s about 
45-52. Enjoys his own life but wants 
also to share. He's healthy, active. 
unconventional, conversant, kind. 
financially stable. Enjoys exploring, 
camping, hiking, beaches, fiction 
movies, scrabble, and me. Maybe 
the time is right. £13230 


NORTH OF BOSTON 
60, 145ibs, light brown/ 
g brown, youthful-iooking, italian 
descent, sociable, fun-ioving. 
enjoys dining out (Italian, Chinese). 
camping traveling, winters in Florida. 
SO loving SWM, 55+, who enjoys 
the same. 
NORTH SHORE 

WIWF, 67. attractive, blue eyes. 
S'S”. enjoys movies, dancing, dining 
out, Would like to meet gentleman, 
65-70, honest, caring, for possible 
LOOKING FOR MY SOULMATE 

BF, SO, N/S, seeking nice, honest, 
romantic, N/S. SPM, 45-57. who 
enjoys dancing, theater, dining out. 
and all the fun things in 


Hard-working, independent SF. 57. Young-looking, active, 59-year-old 
enjoys cooking, reading, outdoors. SWF, slim, blonde, enjoys motor 
music, time with friends/ _“ytle, music, dancing, walking, cook- 
romance and affection. ing and dining. Seeking an honest 
foreentie. compassionate sincere, affectionate, non-smoking 


down-to-earth man, t male, 55-70, with similar interests 
for long-term relationship. Race 


open. 


share happi 
smiles and special moments. 


1196726 


1-ON-1 


th someone 


LOCAL INTERACTION 
Hot Your soul mate is waiting for you 
t anything! Call now for the one you've been 
0 missing! 1-866-938-4798 


LIVE CHAT! TEXT FOR LOVE 
ay to meet other sin- Live mobile text with hundreds 
for you. @1-617- of local men and women in your 


area. Text PHX to 23578 


Call 


es. drearns and happines: 
SG att, reading, 0 
enjoys dancing, golf, theater. trav ‘245794 
To474% 
have corresponding voice messages. ou: complete guide 
‘ ‘LOCAL 7 : 


800.310.599 


617.450.862 


More People, 

More 

More Pictures 
all online 


a 
phoenixpeopie.com 


WOMEN 
SEEKING MEN 


ARE YOU THE ONE? 
SWF, 35, mother of 3, ISO child- 
fnendly, family-oriented, spontane- 
ous, caring, loving S/DWM, 35-40. 
to share good times, friendship and 
223659 
SOMEONE NICE 
SWF, 55, seeking WM, 42-58 for 
200d times. Please be kind caring, 
Considerate with a sense of humor. | 
enjoy the outdoors, reading, movies, 
eatingout, sports, etc. Looking to 
meet someone friendly. 
SHORT & SWEET 
Petite, attractive DWF, 10Sibs, 
blonde, non-smoker, vivacious, sense 
of humor, enjoys walking, dancing 
Seeking attractive S/DM, 47-59, w/ 
similar interests. €828306 
~EASONS CHANGE... 
so should we. Attractive, intelligent 
blonde, 55, non-smoker, employed, 
w/vanied interests, seeks gentleman 
55-60, desiring possible life time 
change. 692930 
TOUCH OF CLASS 
OWF, SOs, S'8", red/brown, allur- 
ing, passionate, cultured, diverse 
interests. Seeking self-realized, pas- 
sionate DWM, 50+, 5°10"+, for long- 
termrelationship. 
A CARING COMPANION 
Retired from medical field, white 
widow, blonde, trim, intelligent, 
seeks active, well-groomed white 
widower, 70s, height/weight-pro- 
portionate, healthconscious. to 
ance our lives. Mass/R! border. 
26033 
PROFESSIONAL WOMAN 
professional SBF. 38, 5'8", compas 
sionate and thoughtful, athletic 
o shaped, likes traveling, art, his: 
y. all types of music, working out 
andsinging. Seeks SWM, 21-45, with 
parable interests for dining out 
and possible wine testing 231931 


WOMEN 


LET'S LAUGH SOUTH SHORE 

WM, 56, 220ibs, N/S. profes 
sional, kids grown, loves outdoors. 
travel to the Caribbean, fun and 
romance. Seeking attractive SWPF 
HWP. 45-S6,N/S, with similar inter 
ests for LTR. €143759 

AD VENTURE 

WM, boyish, $4, 510", 17Sibs. 
blond, well-rounded, stable, N/S. 
N/O. seeks well-spoken, in-propor 
tion WF, 45-55, who's impressed 
by depth andsubstance Favorites 
ape, golf, biking, simple pleasures 


er hair, good-looking, trim, seeks 
attrac 
be with, age unimpo 
GOOD GUY 

WM, 49, 5°10", 18Sibs, hazel eyes 
dark hair, good-looking Irishman, 
good-humored, down-to-earth and 
ready for a long-term relationship 
with aspecial woman. 
BBW WANTED 
WM, 43, 6) 185ibs, brown/brown 
ute, seeks full-figured lady, 19-66. 
300!bs+, for friendship, possible 
relationship. Race open, handicap 
weicome. £277580 
COME AND PLAY 
SM, 48, passionate and roman 
tic seeking similar lady who en 
ys slow dancing, classic films, 
ne and togetherness 
L talk soon.%254733 @ 
Handyroundabout 
SEEKS A GOOD WOMAN 
SM, 25, likes basketball, video 
games, bowling, playing pool. 
music and more. Seeking a cool, 
fun SF, smart and beautiful, who 
knows how to have agood time in 
\ife, 246534 


to 


evel 


HOPE YOU'RE THE ONE 

SWM, S4, enjoys rock and jazz music 
movies, restaurants and quiet times 
hore. Seeking affectionate, honest. 
caring S/DWF, 25-60, with grown 
childrenok, for companionship and 
LTR. 78243978 

ONE OF A KIND: 

cute intellectual guy, 31, with a 
passion for music and the envi- 
ronment. | work as a teacher and 
jazz/classical musician appreciates 
live shows,dancing, an occasional 
drinks movies and more. Seeking 
‘treative,. caring, compatible SF, to 
share Friendship/companionship. 
72254838 @ jsd3 

FOREVER 

Warm, caring, sensitive male with 
good looks and keen sense-of- 
humor, seeks femaie counterpart, 
50-60, for love and laughter, and 
sharing life's simple pleasures. 
‘512285 

HOPE TO HEAR FROM U 

SWM, $3, sincere, good-heart- 
ed, enjoys bowling, soft rock. ISO 
(g00d-humored local lady with warm 
heart, who's affectionate, compas- 
sionate andsexy, to share dinner 
dates, good talks, laughter, life, LTR? 
933721 

USE BY DATE 

SWM, 49, Adventurous. intellectual 
tough, competent and quite mod- 
est. Searching for a woman, 40-SO. 
to spend time with. Beaches, walks, 
movies anddancing. Let's talk 
12253647 @ sagemeriin 

HEY LADIES 

SM, 41, 5°10", 170!bs, athletic build, 
brown/green-biue, easygoing, loves 
trying new things, sporting events 
reading, theater, movies and more 
(SOlike-minded lady easygoing and 
fun to share interest and compan- 
ionship. 

TATTOOED BAD BOY 

6. 200Ibs, brown/biue, non-drinker, 
d/d-free, honest, great SOH, great 
personality. | like the UFC, playing 
poker, working out. Light smoker. 
Well read, intelligent, articulate. 
in search of someone with similar 
interests and qualities. Must be 28. 
48. €230275 

LIVING THE DREAM 

SM, 24, full-time professiona 
Catholic, 6°”, black hair and brown 
eyes with an athletic build. I'm look- 
ing for a spontaneous and open: 
minded SF18+ for friendship, dat 
ing and possibly more. %254024 
@ Perilia 

COMPANIONSHIP 

Attractive SWM, mature, finan- 
cially/emotionally secure, loves all 
music, especially jazz and biues. 
I'm enjoying my brand-new home 
Looking for a good-hearted woman 
who knows how to take care of her 
self and is looking for a man for long 
term relat ‘T949078 
WANTS CHILDREN 

SWM, 405, brown hair, brown eyes 
with a moustache, fit, intelligent. 
wants kids, outgoing, like most 
activities. honest and loyal. Seeks 
SWF. slim farnity-onented, wants 
kids, fun, romantic, and happy, for 
long-term relationship. £23841 
TAKE A LOOK 

61 year-old man, widower, grandfa 
ther, looking for a real nice, affec 
tionate, family-onented woman to 
spend my life with T2546665 @ 
hunter2767 

JAZZ LOVER 

SWM, 48. 6. wine merchant who 
enjoys live jazz/blues, fine wine and 
dining out, seeks SWF, 35-45 with 
similar interests. TP963454 

KIND AND HONEST 

SWM, 55, trim, very good looking 
ften mistaken for a 40some 
thing), kind and good hearted 
honest. charming, very communica 
tive, funny and hip: alsointelligent 
supportive, very affectionate and 
romantic. Love theater and movies 
(mostly love stories and comedies) 
and being in the city (usually din 
ing out at various restaurants and 
cafes); Also have diverse tastes in 
music, (enjoy altemative, folk, “old 
school” dance and some classic 
rock). Looking for trim SWF 37-SO 
who possesses self love and self 
respect and has similar qualities and 
interests. 


it 


PLACE YOUR 
AD, CALL 


ANSWER 


USING YOUR CREDIT CARD 


TO ANSWER AN 7 
AND BILL TO — 
{call cost $2.3 


PHONE 


UNE 


NORTH SHORE GENTLEMAN 
55, fit, trim, holistically healthy, 
intelligent. Seeks gentiewoman 
in her SOs, fit intelligent, fun, to 
explore new ideas and adventures 
Please letus talk. T121253 
NOTICE THIS ONE 
This nice man is looking for tro- 
phy girlfriend, SOs-60s, I'm looking 
for friendship first. perhaps more, 
please be small as | am only 5'6”, | 
promise to make you my queen and 
very happy. £41768 
HAVE A LOOK 
Sociable, open-minded SM 
56, musician, creative and fun, 
enjoys comedy and classic fi'ms. 
rock and folk music. Seexing 
creative, cool, kind womanwith 
like interests, to share laugh- 
ter, and lifes littie adventures 
Friendship first. #223991 
ANYONE OUT THERE? 
SWM, a young 55, S'8". medium 
build, 155ibs, Pisces, outdoorsy, loves 
hiking, walks, nature, fishing, canoe- 
ing, camping, photography animals 
and more.Seeking open-minded, 
active, happy lady who appreciates 
the same. 1242947 
PETITE WOMAN WANTED 
SWM, 44, S'S", very fit, very hand- 
some, PhD, English professor, 
into shopping, poetry, romance, 
music. Wanting soulmate, age 
open 
YOU AND ME IN 2008 
SHM, 42. 149ibs, self-employed. 
non-smoker, no kids, seeks active. 
romantic SF, 35-60, kids ok, petite, 
slim, race unimportant, who's 
honest.caring, affectionate, for 
walks, movies, concerts, dancing. 
conversations, camping, casinos, 
traveling, friendship and more. 
Pawtucket, RI. 
WANT TO JOIN ME? 
Educated, outgoing, happy SM, 40, 
240Ibs, biack/brown. Italian 
descent, romantic, affectionate 
fun, father of 2. loves sports. golf, 
computers,more. ISO compatible. 
caring lady to share and explore life 
239609 
SEARCHING FOR MY QUEEN 
46-years-young, Italian-Irish, S'6 
160ibs, fit, dirty blond crewcut. blue 
eyes, hardworking, energetic, outec 
ing, enjoys the outdoors, seeking 
companionship leading to a LTR 
Let's have some fun, lots of smiles 
Tas9965 
LOVABLE 
Personable, likable SM. 48, 
handsome. loves the beach, cooking. 
plants, arts/crafts. dining in/out 
Seeking SWF, 42-52, beautiful inside 
andout. for friendship and possible 
LTR. Worcester. 2224208 
Hi THERE 
SM, $5, hard-working, N/S, enjoys 
hiking, fishing, camping, music 
more. Seeking a nice, easygoing 
SF to share the simple times in 
life. 21210 
WHY NOT CALL 
SWM, 34, outgc and fun 
loves dining, dancing, the beach 
movies and more. Seeking SF 
34-48 for ship and maybe 
more. T2468 
Easygoing, honest man, $5. semi 
retired, looking to meet fun, local 
lady down-to-earth and honest. to 
share life. laughter and hopefully 
lots more. 
ITALIAN STALLION 
Cute kind, masculine, Hartey rid 
ing top. Some ink, 49, brown/ 
hazel, 5'10", 191ibs, non-smoker. 
non-drinker, N/gambling, N/ 
drugs. extremely honest.stable 
and reliable Seeks employed 
SW/AF, 30-45, who takes care of 
herself, for long genuine relation 
ship. 4238775 
SOUTHERN MAINE 
Romantic DWM, 62, 5°10" 195ibs. 
non-smoker, enjoys photography, 
seeks romantic, open-minded 
local woman, 56-65, imaginative 
and sincere, forlong-term relation 
ship, exploring love, life and travel. 
33671 
PETITE WOMAN WANTED 
SWM, 44, 5'9", fit, handsome 
17Sibs, PhD, entrepreneur, English 
professor, into shopping, poetry, 
romance, musi. Wants soulmate. 
age open. 128585 


MUST 


B+ 

SWEETNESS THROUGHOUT 

WM. 8 Honest 
sweet, intelligent, playful, 5 


whodesires a steady relat 
MAYBE YOU'RE OUT THERE 


2 60. gray 


Down: TO-EARTH 
OWN, Northern European. 
active, late bloomer with positive 
attitude and various interests, non 
smoker, seeks attractive S/DWF, 
40-52,non-smoker, for friendship 
maybe more. €£236942 
WONDERFUL PERSON 
Fun SBM, 43, 5'4” 150ibs, non-smok- 
er, likes traveling, taking pictures 
dogs. Seeking SF, race/appearance 
unimportant, 38-S7. who wants to 
have a funtime with me. Serious 
replies please. 2190237 
LONG TERM LOVE 
Tall, handsome, professional, 51. 
homeowner, caring, very romantic 
likes include children, horses, danc- 
ing, picnics, travel, antiques, and 
much more.Seeking an honest, 
trustworthy lady, sincerely, desiring 
long-term relationship. Age/race 
unimportant. 
HAPPY-GO-LUCKY GUY 
DWM, 62, 5'8”, 190Ibs, N/S, origi 
nally from Ireland, good SOH, young- 
looking, young-at-heart, business 
owner, semi-retired Carpenter, seeks 
SWF,S0-62, average build, who's 
kind, good SOH, for friendship first 
maybe more. 
WHERE ARE YOU? 
SBM, 44, new to area, handsome 
considerate workaholic, trust- 
worthy, emotionally/financially 
secure, confident and open, seek- 
ing BBW for qualityconversation. 
quiet times, dining out, romance 
travel and more. just be yourself. 
237351 


MEN 


LAST STOP, ME! 

SWM, 48, good-looking, brown, 
hazel, loves movies, theater and 
dancing, seeks attractive. average 
build gentleman, 37-50, fun-loving. 
all around niceguy, for fi 
possible relation 
WORTH IT 
GWM, 63, 5°8”, stocky build, N 
S, 0/0-free. enjoys playing bil 
liards. golfing, bowling and the 
out rs, WLTM a SM, 30-70 
‘0 enjoy these activitieswith and 
more 2245935 

BODYBUILDING & MORE 

Lifetime drug-free bodybuilder, 
wanting to help a guy 18-27 reach 
his maximum potential: physically, 
mentally, emotionally, and spiritu- 
ally. 

CALL ME 

GWM, 40. looking for another 
fun GWM, 30-40. who stays in 
shape, enjoys quiet times, and is 
most_importantly, caring and lov 
ing 

BUTTON-FLY LEVIS S01 
All-American “French/Greek” top 
cat enjoys travel, history, foreign 
anguages, dining in and out, cook 
ing, swimming, exercise, jogging 
reading, intense conversation with 
that special person. Seeking passive 
yet assertive guy. 25-55, who loves 
to wear tight jeans and white jockey 
briefs 

NEW TO TOWN 

SM. bionde/biue, S'1!, kind, caring. 
looking for a significant other that 
enjoys music, travel, and the great 
outdoors. Looking for someone 
who's kind, and fun to show me 
around town and for possible tong 
term relationship. #807225 
TIRED OF GAMES 

GWM, 45, 190!bs, very honest. 
enjoys working out, beaches, walks 
Seeking companionship with sincere 
GM, age/race open, with simnilar 
interests.Friendship first. maybe 
more. €872464 

CAN YOU HELP ME? 

Elderly, house bound WM seeks 
WM companion around 3Sfor 
short walks, afternoon or early 
evening. We can also share good 
talks and other pleasures Please 
respond. All inquines answered 
915325 

SOUTH SHORE 

Good-tooking and fun-loving single 
GWM, 62, seek husky GWM. 35-50. 
180 to 200!bs, for friendship and 
more. You won't be disappoint- 
ed. 


YOUNGER SEEKS OLDER 


VM. $7 


FRIENDLY CHASER 
40.57 


SPECIAL SOMEONE 

SWM. SS. non-smoker, likes 
beaches, fun things, dining out 
theater, beaches, seeks WM, 40 
63. for possible long-term relation 
ship. 210389 

LET'S BE FRIENDS 

Recently out. professional nurse. 
retired military officer, 47, smoker, 
hoping to meet nice, mature man for 
friendship. €222065 

HOW ARE U GUYS? 

SWM, 41, 5'8" biond/biue, seeks 
attractive SM, for friendship, dat 
ing and possible LTR. | enjoy quiet 
evenings. and simple pleasures All 
responsesanswered 244824 

Hi THERE 

SWM, 58, 6°S", 240!bs. tan, fit, 
ily-oriented, outgoing, employed 
looking for similar gentleman, mas. 
culine and open-minded to share 
all the goodthings in life and new 
adventures. 


WOMEN 


SEEKING 


WOMEN 


WANT 2 FALL IN LOVE 
SF, 29, in good shape, looking for 
@ woman, 25-45, outgoing, who 
enjoys music, movies, for friendship 
first leading to long-term relation- 
ship. 210760 
HOPE IT's YOU 
SWF, 41, S'6", medium build, dirty- 
bionde/biue, working in retail, enjoys 
outdoors, sporting events, camp 
ing, travel, beaches and getaways. 
\SOeasygoing, like-minded lady hon: 
est and open-minded for friendship. 
fun, possibly more. 
WORTH THE WAIT 
Down-to-earth SF, 40, likes theater, 
walks, good talks. ISO nice, easy 
going, commitment-minded, non- 
judgmental woman, who knows 
how to enjoy life, toget to know. 
Possible LTR later on. 
LOOKING FOR LOVE 
CGWF, 58, trustworthy, romantic 
good sense-of-humor, non-smoker, 
non-drinker, enjoys intimate con 
versations, movies, dining out and 
much more. SeekingGWF, 50-65, 
for possible long-term relationship 
713633 
DON'T GIVE UP YET! 
J haven't. SWF, 57, seeks feminine 
WF. 45-58, for frendship, compan- 
ionship, possible long-term relation 
ship. I'm kind, very giving and very 
loyal. Please take a chance. | will 
treasure your call, P9915: 
MUST LOVE TO DANCE 
SF, 28, brown/green. outgoing, 
likes dancing, movies, reading, femi 
nine, looking for a SF, 25-45, with a 
touch of masculinity, for friendship 
first. possibly more. 244948 
DARLIN’ 
58, petite, sweet. sassy, enjoys 
movies, cats, intimate times togeth 
er. Seeking SW/BF, 35-65, to share 
fun times together. #228771 
SEEKING A WOMAN ... 
that’s interested in the world, both 
outside herself and inside herself 
34-50. Warm hearted and adventur 
ous. Cail 222996 
LET'S ENJOY LIFE 
Romantic, sincere SWF, 45, open: 
minded to new things. butch, 
jong hair blue eyes, drug-free 
S Movies, music, dining-out 
ryconversations with someone 
special. Seeking feminine drug free 
SF, 30-55, with similar interests 


HOPE TO FIND YOU SOON 

SF, 60, youthful, down-to-earth, 
enjoys dining out, movies, mu 
laughter, good conversation, WLTM 
@ single wornan 55-69, who's easy 
going. down-to-earth, if this is you 
please call me. @986662 


DOWNTOWN PROVIDENCE 

A priest. A bartender. Earring. Trinity. 
Are you single? Are you “ aight? Are 
you availabie? 

I'm looking for Kenneth, 36 
tall, white, with long hair, we 
met at Pawtucket three years 
ago. 7232449 


GETTING SICK 


Whether your crush suffers 
from allergies, stomach flu, 
poison ivy, it's normal 
feel loss when dealing 
with sickness. Should you bring over the chicken 
soup and the moist washcloths, should you stay far away 
possible and wait until the healing process finished? Tom 


and Christine talk about the proper etiquette when partners 
are illin’ like villains. 


Email Christine @ crwalsht@hotmail.com 


HAS PARTNER EVER BEEN SICK FRONT 
YOU? HOW DID YOU HANDLE THE SITUATION? 


Tom: took girl New Eve party. She drank like 
fish, crashed like plane, and finally put bedroom, hop- 
ing sleep off. came back fifteen minutes later and she 
was gone. found her outside, tossing her cookies the snow 
and blaming me. was furious and drove her home. 
what get for asking cousin pose “sexy new 


girl from out state.” 

Christine: One boyfriend called 3AM, began talk me, 
then excused himself throw up. Instead hanging up, left 
the phone the toilet and barfed. got hear everything. 
Translation: This was payback. Two weeks before had blown 
nose his hand towel, thinking never notice. was wrong. 


Est. 1974 
Faneuil Halli, Boston 


ROW 
BOSTON, 02109 
617-227-7800 


q 
with phone chat, text messaging, live 1-on-1, web personals. 
ously to be tnat one special person 
ows 


Big Fat Whale BRIAN McFADDEN 


2007 


GS 
STRATEGIES for the 
WAR CHRISTMAS 


CORRECT THE CHRISTMAS CARDS 
You RECEIVE AND RETURN THEM. 


REPLACE THE FIGGY PUDDING 
WITH TAPIOCA. 


THE WAR ON CHRISTMAS HAS 
REACHED A STALEMATE, HERE 
ARE SEVERAL ACTIONS You CAN 
TAKE TO CONTINUE THE FIGHT. 


DEFIANTLY ROLL YOUR EYES 
WATCH SACCHARINE 
CHRISTMAS SPECIALS. 


USING HAND CUT- 

OUTS, TURN YOUR 

WREATHS INTO THE SHOCKING 
IMAGE 


DROWN CHRISTMAS 
AND ANNOY LAST-MINUTE 


SHOPPERS 
BILLY 


4 
wae 


4 


Vel. al 


8 
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Psycho Sudoku 


each square this grid 
with digit The 
sum the digits each row 
column will equal the little 
number the left above 
it. See the three-box row the 
upper-middle with its left? 
The sum the digits those 
three squares will 20, and none 
the three digits will the 
same. row column ends 
black square, the three-square 
row the upper-right with 
its left may may not have digits 
common with the 20-row its 
left; they’re considered different 
because they’re separated 

black square. Down columns 
work the same way. Now solve! 


JASON 


RAWHIDE, INDEED 
DECEMBER 20. 2002 | AARON SCHATZ REPORTED 
THAT MARVEL HERO RAWHIDE KID WAS RETURN- 
YEARS ING WITH A PROGRESSIVE TWIST. : 
AGO “The Kid was introduced by Marvel iN 1955 . . . 
but the character hasn't had his own comic 
book since 1979. Now, in a miniseries called Rawhide Kid: Slap 
Leather, Marvel bringing the Kid out the closet for the first 
gay comic-book Western... . 

“Despite the title, the story won’t be gay porn. According to 
Marvel, writer Ron Zimmerman will use double-entendre and 
euphemisms to reveal the character’s homosexuality. Take, for 
example, the Kid’s appreciation cowboy competitor the Lone 
Ranger: think that mask and powder-blue outfit are fantas- 
tic. I can certainly see why the Indian follows him around.” 


BAR FIGHT 

DECEMBER 19, 1997 JASON GAY RECOUNTED THE 
CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING DUBLIN NATIVE 
YEARS ROBERT DECISION NAME HIS CAM- 
AGO BRIDGE BAR THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC. 


“Calling Republic’ tag offensive 
the city’s 90,000-plus residents and Americans in general, the 
three-member Cambridge licensing said nyet and 
rejected Blair’s name-change request 2-1 vote. But 
flurry public protest and media attention, Blair asked the 
board to reconsider, claiming that his proposed name was not 
a civic slur but a celebration of Cambridge’s diversity. This past 
week, prevailed when Henry Breen, Cambridge police 
captain, reversed his earlier vote.” 


2 


GENERATION VEX 


DECEMBER 18. 1992 | MARK LEIBOVICH WAS FED UP WITH 
GENERATION xX. 

find better spokespeople than Douglas 
“And better than their grassroots dis- 

ciples, real-life Slackers, all those self-pitying brats 
slumming away in basements, malls . . . and wher- 
ever cappuccino sold? 

resent us? Spoiled little wankers who are convinced that 
disenchantment with life specific our generation. 
Whom they expect impress when they insist that 
. .. their rampant apathy, and their dim futures all, 
somehow, result from the bad timing of their births?” 


McTEAT: VERY HAPPY MEAL 


DECEMBER 19, 1972 ROSEN WAXED 
PHILOSOPHICAL ABOUT MCDONALD’S. 

YEARS “McDonald’s is a recurring thought; a 

AGO contemporary archetypal image, as speedily 


assembled the Big Mac itself; modern, 
efficient expression our love for the predictable. 
enunciates our need taken care of. 
Beyond the simple decisions on the menu, nothing is 
demanded us. Not even our imaginations are engaged. 
McDonald’s put her nipple right our mouths.” 


32 DECEMBER 21, 2007 | NEWS + FEATURES | THE BOSTON PHOENIX Site. 
PICKET THE MALL SANTA 
/ ip % WATCHING NY } 
LOCAL NATIVITY SCENE. 
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January Entertainment Twin River 


Live The Beatles! 
The JukeBox Heroes 


les 


Rock Roll 


ticketmaster 
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SYMBOLINE DAI 


Moon 


This week has some major events: a full moon, 
the solstice, and the sun moving into practical 
Capricorn. Plus, it’s the week before Christmas, 
when the materialistic impulses go into full- 
bloody-bloom, as my dad used to opine. Shopping 


tips 
nd 
nd 
i 

tout th 

for wh 
casts 
hap 


THURSDAY 
DECEMBER 


but ont 
DOOKS, Dut Only 


in the evenine 


SATURDAY 
DECEMBER 22 
Waxing moon in Gemini, win- 

ter solstice, and sun moves 
into Capricorn. The pendulum 
stands still and, from this day 
on, there'll be more daylight 
for all! Gernini brings out the 
chatty” side in all of us. 
so the dam may break for 
some (Virgo? Sagittarius?) — 
verbally, that is. Gemini may 
take matters more seriously 
than they merit. Libra and 
Aquarius are in a mood for 
love. Shopping tip: speakers 
or listening devices 


SUNDAY 
DECEMBER 23 
Full moon, moon in Gemini 
and void-of-course 3:25 to 
5:14 pm, when it moves into 
Cancer. Is 
This could be a monster 


day in the stores, but my 


purchased 


ne Dai can be reached at sally 


$s continue. These are based on the lunar aspects, 
feature objects you may have the most inter- 
est in acquiring. Speaking of shopping, time to 
the annual Llewellyn astrological calendar, 
ich yours truly has written the textual fore- 


py to inscribe for a recipient, if you like. 


2 machines, casseroles 


MONDAY 
DECEMBER 


halfway through a 


eness that e 


Hang 


TUESDAY 

DECEMBER 25 
Waning moon in Cancer. 
and moon void-of-cour 
8:17 am to 6:52 pm, when 
it moves into Leo. Wow 
Ss some hinky moon 
Se activity, so please 
please, please check that 
the stove is on, the recipe 
has been followed, and the 
directions attended to. A 
dreamy quality pervades 
the day, and this evening is 
terrific for party hullabaloo 
Cancer, stay busy. Leo, stay 
indolent. Isn't that true to 
everyone's nature? 


WEDNESDAY 
DECEMBER 26 
Waning moon in Leo. This is 
an excellent time to revamp 
wardrobe and dress for suc- 

cess if you're back to work 
Leo, your core temperature 
may be rising, and you could 
find it a little too easy to 
overspend on someone you 
love (hint: this may be some- 
one close to home!). Aquarius 
social missteps are amusing - 
in retrospect. Keep the party 


going, everyone! 


moonsigns.net 


Whateve KARL STEVENS 


MERRY 


CURSE but I’m keeping nice. 


ACROSS 
One 


23 Word before a maiden name 


26 e ons’ old cat just scratched 


gow 
ist burned ali t 


lik 

ny way 

s, in German slang 
t 


h 


believe | just got three strikes " 


You Can Dance’ judge 
66 Showed up 


n the time comes that 
essor Dershowitz 
70 Suffix after play or theater 
RISP 


1 Cop call 
Word in many kid rappers’ names 
David Duchovny's wife 


About 


with the line “There is no spoon” 

Gnarly!” 

Can now?” 

Like smart kids 

End of a belief? 

Monopoly card 

TN “I've got it!” 

12 Take a breather from eating 

15 “Nobody creates It just happens.” 
— jim Henson 

18 Grunge band whose final album was 1995's 
Infrared Riding Hood” 

22 Rigel, for example 

24 Peon 

25 Command to a dog 

27 Light red or brown, in horse colors 

28 Like some doubts 

29 Starting point 

31 Dome-shaped structure 

36 Anesthetizes 

38 Music in some “Weird Al” Yankovic medleys 

39 “Scot Is 45...and Single” 

40 in the room 

41 Part of a Caribbean island 

42 Fifth Avenue store 

46 South 

47 Like “Survivor” councils 


36 Too! album that went triple platinum 


53 !t may come with a choking hazard warning 

58 john of “Good Times” 

60 Study 

62 Gold, to Guillermo 

63 Three letters in ingredient lists that 
denote “sugar’ 

64 Building (former name of an NYC skyscraper) 

65 Up to this point 


21, 2 NEW H TON PHOENIX 
5 Math course, for short 
17 “4 phia (Istanbul landmark) 
19 Helgenberger of “CS!” and “China Beach 
34 35 36 
n exceeds the 30 Govt. watchdog arm 
W n Taurus. Home event. Nevertheless, my take 32 “X-Men” villain with leaping ability 
especially decorating (more and kicking back is the over 34 Bausch & Lomb brand 7 
tinsel! More swags! More whelming drive for most 43 35 Disreputable newspaper 
nt eo and Aquariusmay (Aries and Libra exempted) 36 mae came) 
ing to cajole then into some you re sorry, mean it, and 43 Possible tic-tac-toe line > 
j thing, a light touch count move on. Shopping tip: an 44 “Can least get ready first? 
Shopping tip: throat Ina 
Streisand (a Taurus 50 Mal 
FRIDAY Water and earth signs have 
DECEMBER 21 excellent instincts when 7 55 Tin Tin 
Waxing moon in Taurus t comes to making that ‘BEBE 
Mercury moves into Capricorn homey” feeling come to life 57 Actor Wyle 
106 am t0 5:44 pm, when ABB ABEZE 
: 1:06 am to 5:14 pm, when it much pressure since October 61 “| hate that screaming ‘So You Think . 
moves into Gemini. If ever to make decisions. You're ! 
2 NE N WORDS | € TOR NESINCR Sworo M 
early to shop, todayisthe day. decisivalEiaEnds in 67 Suckle ; 
Business gets very confusing, early Marc. Bake . 
particularly for Scorpio, Leo 
4 and Aquarius. Earth signs can 
be duped into thinking “I'm <i 
getting lot done.” Taurus 
big and dig into your DOWN 
creative side. Shopping tip 
« 
read from day to day to watch the r nfluence as it moves throu 4 
2 ay 3 yore, yOu Caf exper creasec 4 
nsieht and emotionality When the moon moves into the sun sien 
pposite yours (see below), expect to have difficulties dealing with the 
opposite sex, family, or authority figures; social or romantic activities w | 
not be at their best. | When the moon is in Aries, it opposes Libra, and 
vice versa. Other of tions are Taurus e Sagitta’ 
no major angles to planets. Consider this a null time and try to avoid 
sae making or implementing de ns if you can. But it’s great for brain nein ete wie 
torming. | For Symboline Dai’s sun-sign horoscopes and advice colurr 
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BIC 


BOURNE 
GREAT ACTION 
FROM PAUL 
GREENGRASS! 


_by Peter 


HOPPER, CORNELL 

AND _by Cook p12 


BUT PRIME 
PINTER FROM 
THE 


SWEET READS 


Mailer, Rowling, Sacks, more 


BACK TALK 


THIS SATURDAY! DECEMBER SALE NOW 


SAT. FEBRUARY SALE NOW 
GALLOWS 


THIS IS HELL - CANCER BATS @car some 
FRI. JANUARY SALE NOW 


WITH HONOR OUTBREAK 
SAT. JANUARY 


GREEN 


WED. FEBRUARY SALE NOW 


THURS. FEBRUARY SALE NOW 


THE SUB CITY TAKE ACTION TOUR § 

THE BLED 
EVERY AUGUST BURNS RED bré 
HUMAN ABSTRACT 


TIONG iAS oo February a5 7PM 


WWWHOLL YWOODREOORDS. GO.COMBREAKINGRENIAMIN 


— 
DECEMBER SALE NOW 
SCARY DS. SC Av RING, | YS <a 


PHX 


OUR EDITORS CLUE YOU HELP YOU GET OUT 


@ U.S. BOMBS | February 4 downstairs at the Middle East, 
Cambridge | $12 | On sale Friday at 10 am | 617.931.2000 or 
www.ticketmaster.com 


© BEAT CIRCUS + 
HUMANWINE + O’DEATH | 
February 16 downstairs 
at the Middle East, 
sale Friday at 10 am | 
617.931.2000 or Www. 
ticketmaster.com 


© WINGER | February 23 downstairs at the Middle East, 
Cambridge | $20 | On sale Friday at 10 am | 617.931.2000 or 
www.ticketmaster.com 


@ POGUES | March 19 at the Orpheum Theatre, Boston | 
$41-$61 | On sale Friday at 10 am | 617.931.2000 or www. 
ticketmaster.com 


© DEVILDRIVER + NAPALM DEATH | March 27 at the 
Palladium, Worcester | $20 | On sale Friday at 10 am | 
www.tickets.com 


© PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA | March 27 at 
the Paradise, Boston | $40-$45 | On sale Friday at 
noon | 617.931.2000 or www. ticketmaster.com 


© CAT POWER | February 7 at the Orpheum 
Theatre, Boston | $25-$29 | On sale 
Saturday at 10 am | 617.931.2000 or 
www.ticketmaster.com 


SIA | March 5 at the 
Paradise, Boston | $18 | 
On sale Saturday at noon | 
617.931.2000 Or WWW. 
ticketmaster.com 


LENNY KRAVITZ January 
the Orpheum Theatre, Boston 
| $40-$45 | On sale now | 617.931.2000 
or www.ticketmaster.com 


© HOORAY FOR EARTH + AGE RINGS + ZAMBRI | February 29 
downstairs at the Middle East, Cambridge | $10 | On sale 
now | 617.931.2000 or www. ticketmaster.com 


© DOLLY PARTON | March 5 at the Opera House, Boston | $55- 
$95 | On sale now | 617.931.2000 or www.ticketmaster.com 


© BLITZEN TRAPPER 


at the Middle East, 
Cambridge | $9 | O 

n sale now | 
617.931.2000 or Www. 
ticketmaster.com 


THURSDAY 


INDIE 

MARISSA NADLER, who made 
our 2007 Local Top 10 (see page 
19), heads a cool bill upstairs at 
the Middle East that includes 
Providence accordion-toting 
eclectic ALEC K. REDFEARN, 
Maine psych-folk couple ARBO- 
REA, and local Bad Brains-cov- 
ering singer-songwriter RYAN 
LEE CROSBY | 472 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge | 617.864. EAST. 


SCROOGED 


COMEDY 

The title of IMPROVBOSTON’s 
seventh “Holiday Spectacu- 
lar” production is “HOLIDAY 
THREE-WAY,” and in case you're 
wondering what sort of subject 
matter you're in for, check 

out the poster, which reads, 
“Naughty or nice, Santa always 
satisfies,” and depicts a shirt- 
less Kris Kringle sandwiched 
under a red blanket between 
two blissed-out cigarette smok- 
ers, aman and a woman. 
Directed by David Marino, 
Mike Manship, and Phoenix 


THURSDAY It’s your last chance this year see the 
world’s best Christmas-themed Stooges cover band, 
the SCROOGES. you don’t know what talking 
about, picture six Santa-suited dudes prob- 
ably seen before front behind the bar the 
Model, stage the Middle East O’Brien’s 
playing spot-on covers “Raw Power,” “Loose,” etc. 
Yes, it’s awesome sounds, and no, wouldn’t 
Christmas Boston without ’em. They play 

Great Scott with the Dave Peter 
approved Geils Band tribute BLOW YOUR FACE OUT 
1222 Comm Ave, 617.734.4502. 


DAYS 


CRYSTAL-BALLING THE BEST UPCOMING EVENTS 


contributor Sara Faith Alter- 
man, the show is described 
as “a twisted collection of 
one-act plays and perfor- 
mance pieces that mingle 
popular holiday stories with 
conventional styles like film 
noir, silent movies, and, 

of course, David Mamet.” 
ImprovBoston is at 1253 
Cambridge St, Cambridge 

| December 20 @ 8 pm; De- 
cember 21-22 + 28-29 @8 +10 
pm | $17; $15 students, se- 
niors | 617.576.1253 or www. 
improvboston.com. 


FRIDAY 


NOW PLAYING 

Opening in theaters today 
CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR , NATION- 
AL TREASURE: BOOK OF SECRETS . 
RS. |LOVE YOU, THE SAVAGES, LE 
SCAPHANDRE ET LE PAPILLON|THE 
DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY, 
SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON 
BARBER OF FLEET STREET, WALK 
HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY, 
and YOUTH WITHOUT YOUTH , 

our reviews of what the studios 
screened for us are on pages 6-7 


THIS ISSUE 

The second in a series of bene 
fits for long-time T.T. the Bear's 
Place barkeep JEANNE SHEEHY at 
T.T.’s, Cambridge: see “Xtra!” 
on page 18. 


JAZZ 

ANDY BEY didn’t record as a 
leader for 20 years (during 
which time he performed with 
the likes of Gary Bartz, Duke 
Pearson, Max Roach, and most 
prominently, Horace Silver), 
but since 1996's Ballads, Blues e 
Bey (Evidence) he’s emerged 

as a major figure in jazz sing- 
ing. His new Ain't Necessarily So 
(12th Street) shows why: a big, 
intimate, enveloping sound 
combined with a distinctive 
interpretive approach to lyrics. 
Bey is playing piano and sing- 
ing with his trio mates, bassist 
Joe Martin and drummer Vito 
Lesczak, at the Regattabar, 
Charles Hotel, 1 Bennett St, 
Cambridge | 617.395.7757. 

These guys have been work- 
ing together on and off for 
years, gestating at Wally’s Café 
in the South End, and they're 
always worth catching when 
they surface: CINCO ELEMENTOS 
(“five elements,” get it?), 
with saxophonist/flutist Tim 
Mayer, pianist Aruan Ortiz, 
bassist Peter Slavov, drummer 
Matt Brady, and conguero 
Cregorio Bento. This time 
they're doing their distinctive 
Afro-Cuban jazz thing at Ryles, 
212 Hampshire St, Cambridge 
617.876.9330. 


CLASSICAL 

You finally finished your holi- 
day shopping — but is there 
any holiday music left? Yes! 
Lisa Grahan ds CHORUS PRO 
MUSICA (who've performed in 
Carmegie Hall and Symphony 
Hall) in Daniel Pinkham's 
Christmas Cantata, Morten Lau- 
Continued on p4 
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Continued from p 3 
ridsen’s O Magnum Mysterium, 
and much more including a 
brass chorale and a carol sing- 
along, at Old South Church, 
Copley Square, Boston | 8 pm | 
$20-$40 | 617.267.7442 or WWW. 
choruspromusica.org. 


THIS ISSUE 

ANGELO TSAROUCHAS at the 
Comedy Connection, Boston: 
page 31. 


SATURDAY 


COUNTRY 
Performances by one of our 
favorite local country-music 
outfits, the WHEELERS & DEAL- 
ERS, are all too rare, so you'll 
want to get over to the Plough 
and Stars tonight. In case you 
haven't heard, the band (who 
formed circa 1991) bring out the 
fine strain of humor that's 
too often ignored in country 
music, regularly covering the 
nasty make-out song “Copen- 
hagen” (a cautionary tale about 
chewing tobacco and kiss- 
ing), a medley of Terry Fell’s 
“Truck Drivin’ Man” and C.W. 
McCall's “Convoy,” honky- 
tonk drinking sorigs like“My 
Heart Gets All the Breaks” and 
“When I'm Under the Table I'll 
Be over You,” and originals like 
the incest weeper* Mother, 
My Sister, My Wife.” Front 
ba nd vocali st at McCrath 
gathers extremely 
‘liver the 
$ Case guitar- 


serious play 


chuckles — in 
ist and pedal 
Ericson, piai 
dassist Ed Ri 


who McCrath says “does the 
Clarence White/James Burton 
thing” and is “sublime.” Long 
time Bostonian McCrath, a 
Kentucky native raised in West 
Virginia, adds, “It's still amaz- 
ing to me up here that people 
think the South is exotic or 
weird, so we try to play that 
up.” The band will start up at 
the Plough around 10 | 912 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge | 617.576.0032. 


ROCK 

The LEMONHEADS “reunion” 
continues. Head Lemon Evan 
Dando recently told Billboard 
that a new album's in the 


© “LIFE IS FULL OF BIG MACHINES” with 
DJs BEN SISTO + DAN SHEA + jJEFFPOOT 
|“Post-punk, mutant disco, psych- 
jams, indie dance, Soul Jazz, DFA, 


pm | 617.492. BEAR 


etc.” | Milky Way, Jamaica Plain | 


December 20 @ 9 pm | 617.524.3740 


© MYSTIX | Roots music | Toast, 


617.497.4950 


Somerville | December 22 @ 9 pm | 


617.623.9211 


© TT’S HOLIDAY PARTY with 
LUXURY (PERFORMING CHRIST- 


MAS CHICKENS) + JAKE ZAVRACKY 
(THE CYANIDE VALENTINE) + CORIN 
ASHLEY + DIRTY TRUCKERS + BO 
BARRINGER (MEANDJOANCOLLINS) + 


© “TESTIFY!” with PREACHER JACK 
+ DOUG MacDGNALD BAND | Roots 
music, rockabilly | Church, 
Boston | December 26 @ 8:30 pm | 


617.236.7600 


© “THE MIGHTY MIGHTY BAKERY 
SERIES” with SEAN P. ROGAN (BIG 


FRIDAY-SUNDAY Not does love sound better 
Italian, does its betrayal this pair sexy, sub- 
versive romantic farces Pietro Germi. DIVORZIO 
ITALIAN STYLE (1961) stars the 
incomparable Marcello Mastroianni Sicilian 
baron trying figure out how his wife 
can his lover (Stefania SEDOTTA 

ABBANDONATA|SEDUCED AND ABANDONED (1964), 
Sandrelli returns 15-year-old Sicilian girl who’s 
impregnated her sister’s fiancé; her dad insists that 
the scoundrel marry her, but the scoundrel won’t have 
uh, used bride. Did mention that these films 
set Sicily? They’re double feature this week- 
end the Brattle Theatre, Brattle St, Cambridge 


617.876.6837 www. 


works, and he’s embarked 

on a tour that, for the first 

time, features the line-up 

tha at played on comeback 
Ibum The Lemonheads — Dando 

w ar Descendents Bill Steven- 

son and Kari Alvarez. With 

openers RACOON and the 

NEW RIVALS, they play down- 

stairs at the Middle East, 

480 Mass Ave, Cambridge | 

617.864. EAST. 

Meanwhile, a killer mostly 
local rock show across the river 
at Creat Scott: TULSA, one of 
our 2007 Local Top 10 (see page 
19), MEAN CREEK, WONDERFUL 
SPELLS, and Providence’s DEER 
TICK | 1222 Comm Ave, Alliston | 
617.734.4502. 


CLASSICAL 


We've heard them compared 


with England’s Tallis Scholars; 
we've also heard them sing 
and can attest that they are 
indeed in that league. Scott 
Metcalfe’s BLUE HERON RENAIS- 
SANCE CHOIR offers “A Medieval 
Christmas and a Burgundian 
New Year,” with works by Cuil- 
laume Dufay, Gilles Binchois, 
and others, at the First Congre- 
gational Church, 11 Garden St, 
Cambridge | 8 pm [pre-concert 
talk @ 7:15 pm] | $10-$40 [under 
18 free] | 617.960.7956 or www. 
blueheronchoir.org. 


SUNDAY 


PATRIOT GAMES 
Okay, what's at stake in 
today’s game at Foxboro Sta- 


dium? The 14-0 NEW ENGLAND 
PATRIOTS continue their drive 
to match and surpass the 1972 

Aiami Dolphins’ 17-0 perfect 
season. True, the 1-13 2007 Mi- 
ami Dolphins stalled in their 
drive to surpass the 1976 Tam- 
pa Bay Buccaneers’ 0-14 perfect 
season. But 1972 Dolphins 
coach Don Shula continues to 
mouth off about Spygate while 
openly rooting against the 
Pats. Reason enough to stay 
home this afternoon and tune 
in to CBS at 4:15 pm. 


MONDAY 


PARTY 
"Twas the night before Christ- 
mas, when all through the 


SNOWLEOPARDS + EAST BOSTON MAKE- 
OUT CLUB Rock T.T. the Bear’s 
Place, Cambridge | December 23 @ 9 


© MONIQUE ORTIZ | Rock | Toad, 
Cambridge | December 26 @ 7 pm | 


D & THE KIDS 
TABLE) + LENNY 
LASHLEY (DARK- 


BUSTER) Acoustic 
Middle East corner, 
Cambridge | December \ 
26 @ 10 pm | 617.864. 4 


EAST 


East corner, 
Cambridge | 


town, not a creature was stir- 
ring . . . wait! What to our 
wondering ears should appear 
— why, is that house music we 
hear? Yep, BAVE RALPH is over 
at the Estate and its adjoining 
sister club, Suite, DJing the 
Society of Young Jewish Pro- 
fessionals’ 21st annual MATZO 
BALL party, which is also going 
down concurrently in NYC, 
Miami, DC, Chicago, and 

Boca Raton. The Matzo Ball 
was Started as a Jewish-singles 
thing, but gentiles and couples 
are also welcome | 1 Boylston 
Place, Boston | 617.351.7000. 


TUESDAY 


NOW PLAYING 

Opening today: ALIEN VS. 
PREDATOR: REQUIEM , THE 
GREAT DEBATERS, and THE 
WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP. Check “Film Listings” 
(page 38) and “Film Strips” 
(page for theaters. 


FILM 

So, was Deckard an android or 
wasn’t he? And what’s with 
Sean Young’s hair? These are 
among the many questions 
that will surely be answered 
in BLADE RUNNER: FINAL CUT 
(1982), Ridley Scott’s best film 
and the best adaptation of a 
Philip K. Dick opus to date. 
Of the five versions of this 
classic in existence, this is the 
one Scott swears by; it’s also 
the one in the best shape and 
with the best f/x. It screens 
through Saturday, December 
29 (and maybe longer), at the 
Brattle Theatre, 40 Brattle St, 
Cambridge | 617.876.6837 or 
www. brattlefilm .org 


WEDNESDAY 


THEATER 

Rob Becker used to tour the 
world in his one-man show 
DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN, in 
which the clubless male of the 
title tries to explain the differ- 
ence between the sexes. Most- 
ly, it has to do with hunting 
versus gathering. But Becker's 
anthropological insights have 
proved to have comic shelf 
life. The show ran for two 
years on Broadway, and now 
actor Michael Van Osch dons 
Becker's persona, roaming 

as the Caveman all over the 
United States and Canada. 
Tonight he brings the “prehis- 


© “THE MIGHTY MIGHTY 
BAKERY SERIES” with 
JASON BENNETT 
Acoustic | Middle 


December 27 @ 10 
pm | 617.864.EAST 


SON 


KELLY DAVID 


toric look at the battle of the 
sexes” — rooted in Becker’s 
three-year study of anthropol- 
ogy, prehistory, psychology, 
sociology, and mythology — to 
town for a two-week run at 
the Stuart Street Playhouse, 
200 Stuart St, Boston | De- 
cember 26-January 5 | $49.50; 
$24.75 students with ID, at the 
box office, 30 minutes prior 

to curtain | 800.447.7400 or 
www.telecharge.com. 


THIS ISSUE 

The MIGHTY MIGHTY BOSS- 
TONES’ HOMETOWN THROW- 
DOWN downstairs at the Mid- 
dle East, Cambridge, through 
December 30: page 46. 


THURSDAY 


FILM 

Howard Hawks’s BRINGING 

UP BABY (1938) might be the 
best film to watch while nurs- 
ing a post-holiday hangover. 
Claimed by some to contain 
the fastest dialogue in Holly- 
wood history (notably Katha- 
rine Hepburn in her “Leopard 
Gang” monologue), it also 
boasts one of the most byz- 
antine plots, and a cast that 
includes an heiress, two leop- 
ards, a large dinosaur bone, a 
philanthropist, and a palzon- 
tologist. (We'll let you guess 
which one is named Baby.) 
Only Hawks could pull such a 
contrivance off, and Hepburn 
and Cary Grant make it seem 
effortless. It screens at the 
South Boston Branch Library, 
646 East Broadway | 6 pm | free 
| 617.268.0180. 


McCOY TYNER — the man who 
helped invent John Coltrane’s 
music along with Trane, 
Jimmy Garrison, and Elvin 
Jones in the “classic” Coltrane 
quartet — is still playing 
beautifully. Generally lauded 
for power and velocity, Tyner 
also has an uncommon touch 
that makes every piano he 
plays his own. You might as 
well order tickets in advance, 
because his trio (with bassist 
Gerald Cannon and drum- 
mer Eric Kamau Cravatt) are 
a big enough draw to fill the 
Regattabar, and through the 
weekend they’ll be joined 

by young trumpet phenom 
CHRISTIAN SCOTT | Charles Ho- 
tel, 1 Bennett St, Cambridge | 
December 27-29: 7:30 + 10 pm | 
617.395.7757. 
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JUNO 


WILD 
RUNNER 


THE WORST THE BEST? 


FIVE MOST OVERRATED FILMS LIKELY 
RECEIVE AWARDS ALL THE SAME: 


LARS AND THE 
REAL GIRL 


screen 


_BY PETER 


rom the murder underage 

Ukrainian sex slave Eastern Prom- 

ises the family carnage Before 

the Devil Knows You're Dead, the best 

films 2007 hold their own when 
comes despair, evil, and treachery. 
being cockeyed optimist thinking 
they also offer glimmer hope? Maybe 
the unabashed exuberance Across the 
Universe has checked usual cynicism, 
the dogged vindication courage and the 
Diving Bell and the Butterfly. maybe it’s the 
assurance that, despite the odds, great 
films still get made. 


DIVING BELL 

AND THE BUTTERFLY 

Julian Schnabel admires artists who over- 
come adversity. Like Jean-Dominique 
Bauby, Parisian journalist who suffered 
stroke that left him paralyzed except 

for one eye the memoir 
which this film based blinking out 
the words code. Most directors would 
content with the pathos. Schnabel looks 
deeper: his subtle use point view and 
poetic images and overwhelming per- 
formance Mathieu illuminate 
the conflict, the tragedy, the terror, and 
the triumph. 


ACROSS THE UNIVERSE 

What would the world like with Beatles 
music but Beatles? Would the songs 
spring from the lives and the subconscious 
common people? That would the 
perfect movie musical, and Julie Taymor 
comes close pulling off, when 
“Happiness Warm Gun” transforms 
veterans’ hospital into zoetrope aswirl 
with brutal images conflict. Across 
the Universe brims with creativity what 
the world was like with Beatles songs and 
the Beatles. 


THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM 

Arty Paul Greengrass made the best ac- 
tion film of 2007. Jason Bourne (Matt Da- 
mon) suffers from amnesia and guilty 
conscience; he’s killed, but doesn’t 
know why for whom, and neither does 
know who is. find out, hop- 
scotches around the world, kicking ass and 
taking hits. Greengrass shot this long 
takes with handheld camera, creating 
chaos with just enough clarity to let you 
figure it out. Kind of like Bourne himself, 
who suspects that the truth might set him 
free, but not from responsibility. 


RED ROAD 

Andrea Arnold’s film observes world 
where even isolation has lost all human- 
ity, where obsession, degradation, and 
violence are the price making contact. 
It’s also affirmation courage and de- 
sire. cop assigned the Clasgow CCTV 
department spends the day spying every 
back alley town until image stirs her 
memory, maybe her imagination. What 
draws the lust and loss throb- 
bing behind images. world where 
contact and betrayal converge, where pub- 
lic and private are the same and nothing, 
redemption can start with screen. 


EASTERN PROMISES 

Eastern Promises begins with uncanny images 
birth and death, equally raw and bloody. 
History Violence, the plot tightly 
wrapped and full surprises, and David 
Cronenberg unfolds it with the resignation, 
efficiency, and grace Viggo 
performance enigmatic and ruthless 
member the Russian mob London. 
The film slashes a fraction as many throats 
does but the payoff many 
times greater. Like the tattoos, the beauty 
and the terror are more than skin deep. 


BEFORE THE DEVIL 

KNOWS DEAD 

Sidney Lumet may be 83, but his latest film 
makes Quentin Tarantino look geriatric. 

In fact, Lumet beats Tarantino at his own 
game, devising Rubik’s Cube intersect- 
ing, backtracking, reverse-angled story 
lines. Moreover, and his actors have 
created characters monumental moral 
feebleness and ineffectual rapacity who are 
engaged folly old the family unit. 
The climax Devil unrolls with the ines- 
capable majesty building collapse, but 
most the pleasure lies watching Lumet 
set the pieces only knock them down. 


ZODIAC 

David Fincher cuts out the flash his 
previous movies (Fight Club, for one) and 
reduces this one the basics grimy 
character surrounded clues scratching 
his head. The Zodiac killer terrorized the 
San Francisco area through the ‘6os and 
taunting the police with coded notes 
but Zodiac interested less him than 
the people who’re determined track 
him down. The film isn’t about killing 
much about time: how time passes 
while try make sense past time. 


ACROSS THE UNIVERSE this the world all like think live in? 


HAT'S THE BEST FILM 
SAW THIS YEAR 


Text B 
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masterpiece 
restores hope 
in America’s 
good taste 


12:08 EAST BUCHAREST 

It’s December 22, 16 years to the day after 
Communist dictator Nicolae Ceausescu 
fled the Romanian revolution. To mark 
the event, Virgil, the owner the local 
station, invites locals to his talk show to 
discuss whether there actually was a “revo- 
lution” their home town. Revolution 

not, the guests and Virgil himself lead 
lives discontent and failure. The show 
makes for disastrous television and bril- 
liant filmmaking, careering from comedy 
atrocity. 12:08: East history 
replays both tragedy and farce. 


RATATOUILLE 

Brad Bird’s animated masterpiece serves 
ingredients abhorrent most Americans: 
rats, the French, a refined palate, and an 
unpronounceable title. The rat, Rémy, loves 
cook, and he’s fortunate enough live 
Paris where, seems, even vermin are 
permitted become all they can be, espe- 
cially when aided lucid, witty physical 
comedy and the subtle acting Bird’s CCI 
figments. Can mass audiences enjoy film 
that’s subtle, complex, and even good for 
them opposed cinematic fast food? 
Ratatouille restores hope America’s 

good taste. 


THE ASSASSINATION 

JESSE JAMES THE 

COWARD ROBERT FORD 

On the one hand, Andrew Dominik’s vi- 
sually lush tone poem perpetuates the 
pop-cultural idolization one history’s 
biggest scumbags. the other hand, 

he’s made one the best Westerns since 
Unforgiven. Brad Pitt portrays Jesse cross 
between Joe Pesci GoodFellas and Jesus 
Christ. his assassin, Casey Affleck com- 
bines the traits puppy dog and snake. 
Ford hoped lauded for his deed, and 
people knew the truth about Jesse James 
instead believing the Hollywood legend, 
maybe he would have been. © 
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Forget Keith 
~ this time 
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SWEENEY 


Star 
Stardust 


Schnabel’s Butterfly the year’s best 


BY PETER KEOUGH 


SCAPHANDRE 
PAPILLON|THE 
DIVING BELL AND 
THE BUTTERFLY 


BOSTON COMMON + FENWAY + KENDALL SQUARE + 
COOLIDGE CORNER + WEST NEWTON + SUBURBS 


So far this year, the efforts to adapt books 
deemed unfilmable have proved just that: 
Love in the Time of the Cholera, The Golden Compass, 
Atonement for the most part. None posed 
graver challenge than Jean-Dominique Bau- 
by’s memoir. The vivacious editor of French 
Elle suffered a stroke in 1995, at the age of 43, 
and was left completely paralyzed, with the 
rion of one eyelid. (He died two years 
of heart failure.) Blinking in code, he 
managed communicate with others and 
eventually wrote the book. Call it My Left Eye. 
Good luck any filmmaker attempting 
render this “locked-in” syndrome into com- 


iater, 


pulsive viewing for took script- 
writer Ronald Harwood, who floundered so 
badly with Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s seam- 
isting Cholera, to help tap into the riches 

this minimalist scenario. But doubt 
director Julian Schnabel made the difference. 
As with his Basquiat (1996) and Before Night Falls 
2000), he’s drawn to the plight of the imagi- 
nation struggling against limits, and B ’s 
Beckett-like extremity has inspired his best 
film to date and the best film of the year. 

At first, Bauby (Mathieu Amalric ina 
precise and overwhelming performance) 
doesn’t seem all that bad off, though his 
condition little like the torture Tanta- 
lus. Beautiful, loving women surround him, 
like Henriette (Marie-Josée Croze) and Marie 
(Olatz Lépez Garmendia), his physical and 
speech therapists. (Bauby’s remark when the 
latter, played Schnabel’s own wife, dem- 
onstrates how she wants him manipulate 
his tongue, classic.) More prickly are the 
visits of his ex-wife, Céline (Emmanuelle 
Seigner), who notes with satisfaction that 
Bauby’s present girlfriend, Inés (Agathe de La 
Fontaine), hasn’t made an appearance. 

But such artifacts his old life jealousy 
aside, infantilism has its limits, especially for 
a man of the world, and word, like Bauby. And 
so the onerous process of learning the code, 
which letters are repeated like prayer and 
blink indicates which chosen. Blind 


~ 

2 


IN EXTREMIS Bauby’s affliction inspired Schnabel's best film. 


Milton dictating Paradise Lost had it a lot easier 
than does Bauby eking out his memoir 
amanuensis Claude (Anne Consigny). 

toa certain point, all this seen, Lady 
the Lake-like, from Bauby’s pop-eyed, de- 
limited point view, and his sardonic inner 
commentary emerges from somewhere be- 
hind the screen. His, and the viewer's, first 
glimpse his condition chance reflection 
in a shiny surface, and it’s a shocker. (“I look 
like something in a jar of formaldehyde,” 
Bauby observes.) But still good 
he blinks out to the devout and dutifully 
shocked Marie, “I want death.” 

It’s only then that he truly considers the 


alternative to death, and his mind soars from 
the diving bell his useless body the but- 
terfly his memory and imagination. The 
episodes his life past, present, imagined 
fill his mind and the screen seemingly 

at random. But a pattern, or an inevitabil- 
ity, emerges, and the film returns last 
Charles Trenet crooning the bittersweet “La 
mer” in the opening frames. The song plays 
in Bauby’s convertible as he takes an increas- 
ingly erratic ride, the last his life. Like 
variation Ambrose Bierce’s “An Occurrence 
Owl Creek Bridge” Jorge Luis Borges’s “El 
milagro secreto,” Bauby’s seeming affliction 
temporary reprieve from, and the ulti- 
mate reconciliation with, death. © 


ose shave 


Tim latest bloody good 


BY BRETT MICHEL 


SWEENEY TODD: THE 
DEMON BARBER 
FLEET 


KMAN, TIN 


BOSTON COMMON + FENWAY + HARVARD SQUARE 
+ CIRCLE + SUBURBS 


If it weren't for his beloved turn as Jack 
Sparrow Disney’s Pirates the Caribbean 
trilogy, Johnny Depp would best be known 
the cinematic alter ego Tim Burton. 
Although their five previous collabora- 


tions have not proved uniformly suc- 
cessful (Depp’s misguided Willy Wonka 

in 2005's Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
leaves particularly bitter taste), each 
has looked into the off-kilter, defiantly 
demented passions that the two share, 

personal element that’s lacking ina 
bombastic film franchise born theme- 
park attraction. their sixth outing 
demonstrates, when the pair collaborate, 
it’s cause celebrate but this time, the 
party is a wake. 

From the moment when Swee- 
ney Todd stands at the bow of a 19th- 
century sailing vessel, his haunted eyes 
piercing the fog the Thames, air 
death clings him. opens his pale 
lips, we’re surprised to hear not an icy 
whisper escape but a song. It’s a relief, 
after three films spent channeling the ca- 


dence Keith Richards, have Depp try 
on another persona. His wide-eyed, side- 
ways gaze may recall Peter Lorre, but his 
voice is pure Ziggy Stardust and his David 
Bowie intonations are clear as he croons 
Stephen “No Place like Lon- 
don,” the irony spewing forth like bile. 

Sweeney, you see, is returning after 15 
years, having escaped his fate in an Aus- 
tralian prison. In his younger days, he was 
Benjamin Barker, a bright-eyed barber, 
a good man with a beautiful wife (Laura 
Michelle Kelly) and infant daughter. But 
then his wife caught the iniquitous eye 
the sexually predatory Judge Turpin (Alan 
Rickman). The sunlit London of his youth 
now gone, replaced by Burton’s beautifully 
squalid, monochromatic vision (brought 
to vivid, decrepit life by production de- 
signer Dante Ferretti and cinematographer 
Dariusz Wolski and an unobtrusive dollop 
of CG backgrounds), Barker has entered a 
Brechtian nightmare perfect for the Ham- 
mer-style horrors to come. 

Seeking revenge, the newly christened 
Sweeney dusts off his barber’s chair in 
room above the pie shop his former 
landlord, Mrs. Lovett (Helena Bonham 


Carter), a widow whose unacknowledged 
love embodied the care with which 
she’s stored his set of razors all these 
years. “At last! My arm is complete again,” 
proclaims, outstretched appendage 
clutching his instruments of retribution. 
Unlike the title character of Edward Scis- 
sorhands, the earliest collaboration be- 
tween Depp and Burton, Todd isn’t afraid 
using his blades. “They all deserve 
die,” sings gloriously (and Depp can 
sing), and the pallor his face grows 
stained with crimson as he slashes the 
throats of those in his chair. 

In condensing Sondheim’s 1979 musi- 
cal masterpiece serial killers and can- 
nibalism, Burton and screenwriter John 
Logan have abridged some songs and dis- 
carded others, losing much of the humor 
that bled onto the stage (casting Borat’s 
Sacha Baron Cohen con man helps) 
and replacing it with, well, blood. Gey- 
sers of it. Broadway fans may recoil; hor- 
ror fams may wonder, “What’s with all the 
singing?” For the latter, there’s Pirates. For 
everyone else, there’s the thrill of Burton 
and Depp making music again, for the 
very firsttime. © 
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97 MINUTES | BOSTON COM- 
MON + FENWAY + HARVARD 
SQUARE + CIRCLE + SOMER- 
VILLE THEATRE + SUBURBS 
For a time, Charlie Wilson's 


Bond and Hugh Hefner, was 
the secret force behind the 
mujahadeen’s driving the 
Soviets out Afghanistan 
the 1980s. But George 
fascinating 500-pag- 


Vyacheslav 
Tikhonov as 
Prince Andrei 


WAR AND PEACE 


RUSSIAN 415 MINUTES MFA: DECEMBER 26-28; JANUARY 


seems almost ungrateful complain that 
minute film adaptation too short, but when the book 
question Lev Tolstoy’s War and Peace, seven hours 

not enough. The adaptation Sergei Bondarchuk’s 
celebrated 1967 effort, which the Museum Fine Arts 
showing this month four installments; you 
Thursday December 27, you can see all four, order, 
the one day. 

Bondarchuk’s film celebrated for many good 
reasons, not the least which his own exquisite 
performance the large, shambling Pierre Bezukhov, 
one Tolstoy’s two alter egos. Close behind the will- 
o’-the-wisp Natasha Lyudmila Saveleva; she might 
not polished Audrey Hepburn the 1956 Holly- 
wood version from King Vidor, but she exudes Russian. 
There’s also the mind-boggling, true-to-Tolstoy visual 
confusion the director creates out the Battle Boro- 
dino you don’t know which side which, it’s hard 
get invested the heroism war, especially when 
what’s front you looks like something out Bosch 
Brueghel. 

But apart from some early split-screen and some late 
impressionistic visionary sequences involving Prince 
Andrei (a stolid Vyacheslav Tikhonov) on his deathbed 
and Pierre and Petya Rostov (Sergei Yermilov), Bondar- 
chuk takes reverent, approach, and 
the minutes isn’t nearly enough. (Consider that one 
PBS’s most successful adaptations, Brideshead 


es-plus book about Wilson’s 
CHARLIE extra-legal covert military 
WILSON’S WAR campaign has been reduced 


Mike Nichols. The inter- 
national intrigue becomes 
strained satire 

needed 


Swank weeps with 
War gets the ami- the comic AKES the best her 
coke-snorting, womanizing Wilder. More BRIE middling effort for 
Texas congressman the MOVIE REVIEWS director Richard 
crazy-quilt combo of James virulent anti- LaGravenese (Free- 


Communism 

the venture: “Kill 

the Russians!” refrain 
the right-leaning char- 
acters, and their sentiment 


turned Evelyn 350-page book into 660-minute 
mini-series.) The limited voiceover doesn’t begin 
justice Tolstoy’s philosophy, the way weaves 
his ideas into the story. Nikolai Rostov (Oleg Tabakov) all 
but disappears; see nothing his gambling disaster, 
his engagement his cousin Sonya (Irina Gubanova), 
his romance with and eventual marriage Andrei’s 
sister Princess Marya wistful, high-cheekboned Anto- 
nina Shuranova). Princess Lisa Bolkonskaya (Anastasia 
Vertinskaya) and officers Dolokhov (Oleg Efremov) and 
Denisov (Nikolai Rybnikov) get short shrift; Pierre’s first 
wife, Héléne (Irina Kobtseva), stolid rather than seduc- 
tive, and all reference the cause her death deleted. 
Rivaling Pierre the movie’s hero its public face 
Pierre’s private one Prince Mikhail Kutuzov (Boris 
Zakhava, looking deceptively sleepy and worn-out 
should), here depicted with shade less irony, the 
field marshal who got the better Napoleon very sour 
Strzhelchik) and saved Mother Russia. This War 
and Peace ends, like any good Hollywood film, with the 
reunion its lovers, Pierre and Natasha, and the prom- 
ise bright new pre-Soviet future. Tolstoy went 
show their future, and that his “other” couple, Prince 
Andrei and Princess Marya: it’s bright but not idealized. 
So, no, Bondarchuk’s War and Peace is not really Tolstoy’s. 
Then again, short of a 20-hour TV mini-series with Rus- 
sian actors, you won’t see better. 


_jeffrey Gantz 


Nichols and screenwriter 


P.S. LOVE YOU 
126 MINUTES BOSTON COM- 


Aaron Sorkin. The support- 
ing players are splendid, 
however, among them 
Philip Seymour Hoffman 
déclassé CIA operative and 


+ CHESTNUT HILL + SUBURBS 
From misty-eyed crum- 
ple-faced, Hilary 


dom Writers). Tears 

aside, she’s stiff 
and offputting Holly, 
young widow mourning 


Julia Roberts as a millionair- 
ess with international con- 
nections. 

_Gerald Peary 


MON FENWAY FRESH POND 


the charismatic Gerry (Scot- 
tish actor Gerard all 


THE SAVAGES 
Laura Linney A 
and Philip 
Seymour 
Hoffman are 
note-perfect in 7 
their sibling pas 

de deux. 


twinkly in shamrock boxer 
shorts because he’s playing 
an Irish guy). Imp that he is, 
Gerry has arranged to send 
Holly letters, post-mor- 
tem, to ease her grief — and 
her bitchy streak, Gerry 
the perfect dead man, 
Chost or in stagy flashbacks. 
(The couple’s meet-cute 
calls those old Irish Spring 
commercials.) But soon the 
missives don’t arrive swiftly 
enough, and the pile-up 
female stereotypes and 
fantasies evokes little that’s 
fresh or moving. The kicker, 
though, Holly’s love 
Bette Davis movies. More 
than a contrivance, it’s a 
rueful reminder all that 
this “women’s pic” isn’t. 
_Alicia Potter 


THE SAVAGES 
113 MINUTES | BOSTON COM- 
MON + FENWAY + KENDALL 
SQUARE + WEST NEWTON + 
SUBURBS 
soon Laura Linney hits 
the screen, you know 
for bad luck and self- 
loathing, especially when 
her appearance preceded 
dementia-afflicted fa- 
ther (Philip Bosco) rubbing 
feces bathroom wall. 
Wendy Savage, aspiring 
Manhattan playwright and 
desperate neurotic, can’t 
cope with this latest bad 
news from Sun City, so she 
calls her seemingly more 
successful brother, Buffalo 
theater professor Jon (Philip 
Seymour Hoffman). Jon’s 
calm and rational ineffec- 
tuality badly complements 
Wendy’s high-strung feck- 
lessness, and nothing can 
help the old man, whom 
they both hate anyway. I’m 
glad see the return di- 
rector Tamara Jenkins, idle 
since her wonderful Slums 
of Beverly Hills (1998). This 
outing too seems semi- 
autobiographical there 
are some details that are 
just too excruciating and 
hilarious made up. 
But despite the note-perfect 
sibling pas deux from 
Linney and Hoffman, The 
Savages sometimes feels like 
self-laceration. 

_Peter Keough 


WALK HARD: THE 
DEWEY COX STORY 

98 MINUTES | BOSTON COMMON 
+ FENWAY + FRESH POND + 
CIRCLE + SUBURBS 

“Life made him tough. Love 
made him strong. Music 


made him hard.” His name? 
Dewey Cox. Easy jokes? Ab- 
solutely. But under the direc 
tion of Jake Kasdan (TheTV 
Set) and the guiding hand of 
his producer and co-writer, 
Judd Apatow (Knocked Up and 


this send-up of 


1e, Ray, and damn 
near every musical bio-pic 
ever made swings for the 
fences and makes it at least 


to third. Cranted, we’re 
talking softball, but when 
John C. Reilly is your pitcher, 
you're halfway the pen- 
nant. Reilly's Cox is an 
addled charmer who never 
met a drug he didn’t become 
addicted to — prodded on by 
long-time bandmate Sam, 
gamely played by Tim Mead- 
ows (“Don't do it!”) — and 
then kick, or a hole he didn’t 
fuck. (Was that penis 
screen?) also has 
sense of smell, though that 
didn’t get the way his 
musical gifts. After all, he 
learned how to play “by ear.” 
Stupid? Sure, but laced with 
strange sense logic, like 
the gag that follows the end 

_Brett Michel 


YOUTH WITHOUT YOUTH 
125 MINUTES | BOSTON COMMON 
+ FENWAY + KENDALL SQUARE + 
EMBASSY SUBURBS 
When film starts out with 
Romanian professor (Tim 
Roth) who’s been granted 
eternal youth, superhuman 
intelligence, and dop- 
pelganger 
strike and writing book 
summarizing all knowledge 
while avoiding capture 
the Nazis, perhaps should 
avoid adding woman 
(Alexandra Maria Lara) 
who’s the reincarnation 
seventh-century Buddhist 
shaman love interest. 
But try telling Francis Cop- 
pola that, especially since 
uncorked lulu like 
this one since From the Heart. 
Adapting the novella 
Mircea Eliade, the American 
auteur must have identified 
with the film’s elderly hero, 
Dominic, who has seen his 
ambitions come naught 
and decides himself 
before the providential bolt 
from the blue intervenes. It’s 
only 1938, and by the time 
get Apollon, Coppola 
has exhausted his narrative 
invention and some viewers’ 
patience. admire guy 
who keeps reaching for the 
stars, even when he lands on 
his ass. 


_Peter Keough 
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Shawn Edwards, FOX-TV 


“TRULY 


Pete Hammond, MAXIM 


“JOHN REILLY INSANELY 


Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 


Shawn Edwards, POX-TV 


REILLY 


THE DEWEY COX STORY 
FROM THE GUY WHO BROUGHT YOU KNOCKED SUPERBAD 


COLUMBIA 
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WalkHard-Movie.com 


NOW PLAYING 


CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES 
SORRY, PASSES ACCEPTED FOR THIS ENGAGEMENT. 
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INTO THE WILD grand, glorious, tragic road story 


Auteur land? 


‘Film Culture’ 2007 


GERALD PEARY 


Granted, SweeneyTodd is a grim, violent, 

misanthropic musical. But having seen 
movie far more malevolent and unrelentingly 
despairing: a slasher noir, a devil’s dance of 
throat slitting and blood spurting. Don’t bring 
the kids! What's amazing is that DreamWorks 
the Hollywood production company financ- 
ing it. Sugar-sprinkled Spielbergland! Nobody 
the studio put tootsie down and confront- 
ed Tim Burton: “This picture is far too depress- 
ing and violent! We can’t release it this way!” 

In 2007, a year more like freaky 1978 than 
corporate 2006, Burton 
director is, again, the king. 
He’s an auteur whose vision 
matter how risky and 
unusual, and, perhaps, poi 
sonously noncommercial — is 
not only respected but green- 
lighted. It’s Tim Swee- 
neyTodd, with nod Stephen 
Sondheim. These are strange days at the mov- 
iehouse, with an abundance of uncompromis- 
ing, director-dominated films: Paul Thomas 
There Will Blood, Noah 
Margot the Wedding Todd I'm 
Julian Schnabel’s Le scaphandre et le papillon{The 
Diving Bell and the Butterfly, David Cronenberg’s 
Eastern Promises, Ang Lee’s Lust, Caution, Andrew 
Dominik’s The Assassination of Jesse James by the Cow- 
ard Robert Ford, Brian DePalma’s Redacted, Francis 
Ford Youth Without Youth. 

Will this auteurists-gone-wild trend con- 
tinue into 2008? I'm skeptical. Wait till the 
box office is tallied. There’s not a Bee Movie in 
the bunch, and nothing anywhere to chal- 
lenge the infantilized appeal of guy-on-guy 
Judd Apatow comedies. Can only advanced 
Dylanists appreciate I'm Not There? Will any reg- 
ular folk get into the three-hours, one-note, 
oil-well obsessiveness of There Will Be Blood? 

Still, it was a very good year. 


FILM 


BEST FILM OF 2007 Sean Penn's Into the Wild. As 
wrote last August after its world premiere 

at Telluride, this grand, glorious, tragic road 
story is the perfect film to commemorate 


CULTURE 


the soth anniversary the publication 
Kerouac’s the Road. 

REST OF THE TEN BEST /’m Not There, The Savages, 
Starting Out in the Evening , 3:10 to Yuna , Rocket 
Science, Margot at the Wedding , Grindhouse, This Is 
England, Le scaphandre et le papillon|The Diving Bell 
and the Butterfly. 


BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM Pavel Lungin’s 
The Island 

RUNNERS-UP The Host, Lady Chatterley et l'homme 
Fidel\Blame It on Fidel. 


BEST DOCUMENTARY Deep Water 
REST THE TEN BEST The King 
of Kong, Autism: The Musical , 
Crazy Love, jack Smith and the 
Destruction of Atlantis , The Tri- 
Horseback , The Cats of Mirikitani, 
No End in Sight, Lake of Fire 


BEST ACTOR Frank Langella, Starting Out in 

the Evening 

BEST ACTRESS Nicole Kidman, Margot the Wedding 
BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR Ben Foster, 3:10 fo Yuna 
BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS Cate Blanchett, 

I'm Not There 

BEST DIRECTOR james Mangold, 3:10 to Yuma 

BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY Ed Lachman, I'm Not There 
BEST ANIMATION Persepolis 


MOST UNDERRATED FILMS The Last Winter, 
Year the Broken Rendition, 
Day Night Day Night 


MOST OVERRATED FILMS There Will Be Blood, 
Eastern Promises, Michael Clayton , Control, 
The Darjeeling Limited 


BEST BOSTON-AREA FILM Four documentary 
features are so uniformly excellent, and of 
such diverse subject matter, that it seems folly 
to rank them: Allie Humenuk’s Shadow of the 
House, Barry |. Hershey's Casting About, Bill 
Haney’s The Price of Sugar, John Gianvito’s 
Profit Motive and the Whispering Wind. © 
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MITCH KRPATA 


may look back upon 2007 

the year games started 

grow up. For many 

the best releases, an ““M” 

rating didn’t just denote 
blood and guts — it meant thought-pro- 
voking narratives, complex themes, and 
compelling relationships between virtual 
characters. good year for console 
games any recent one title 
dove deeper than the rest. 


BioShock (Xbox, PC) hit the sweet spot on 
every level. The team Boston ren- 
dered unprecedented sub-aquatic set- 
ting called Rapture, crumbling art-deco 
dystopia that was imposing was 
stunning. Standard first-person shooting 
infused with just the right de- 
gree role playing, ensuring almost infi- 
nite gameplay variety without sacrificing 
the adrenaline rush of real-time combat. 
But it was the story that made BioShock 
special dark, sorrowful meditation 
the conflict between the choices make 
and those that are made for us. In the now 
infamous plot twist, BioShock’s true genius 
became apparent. You thought you were 
playing the game? turns out the game 
was playing you. 


PORTAL VALVE 

Portal (Xbox 360, PlayStation 3, PC) sneaks 
you like lion the tall grass. 
Included The Orange Box alongside the 
high-profile sequels Half-Life Episode Two 
and Team Fortress seemed destined 
relegated footnote, but funny 
thing happened on the way to the dust- 
bin history: the gimmicky project 
begun group college kids hoping 
get noticed developed into head-spin- 
ning puzzle game with razor-sharp writ- 
ing and instantly classic antagonist. 
GLaDOS, the rogue Artificial Intelligence 
who monitors your escape from a test- 
ing facility with increasing concern, 

was equal parts menace and hilarity. Her 
closing-credits rendition the game’s 
themesong, “Still Alive,” belongs 
museum. 


ROCK BAND MTV GAMES 

After the massive success the first two 
Guitar Hero games, there was only one logi- 
cal next step and sure hell wasn’t 
“boss battles” against the Devil. He- 
ro Ill (Xbox 360, PlayStation 3, PlayStation) 
may have snapped few strings, but Rock 
Band brought guitar gameplay into perfect 
harmony with its new features, singing 
and drumming. Developer Harmonix 
jettisoned the more cartoonish aspects 

of Guitar Hero (even star power is reincar- 
nated the more mundane “overdrive”) 
and put the focus where should be: 


the group people playing the game. 
least, long you can stop fighting over 
who gets play the drums next. 


THE DARKNESS GAMES 

The Darkness (Xbox 360, PlayStation 3) de- 
fies any expectations you may have upon 
hearing its premise. game about 
demonically possessed Mafia hitman? 
Sounds like just another high-concept, 
low-execution shooter destined for the 
discount bin. Instead, was romantic 
tragedy cleverly couched inside tale 

gothic horror and that description 
wouldn’t have played as well in the key 
demographics. The Darkness eschewed 
convention offering personal central 
conflict instead bombastic end-of- 
the-world scenario. Nuanced writing and 
skillful cutscenes gave depth and import 
to the actions of the protagonist, Jackie 
Estacado. And then there was the sinister 
presence the Darkness itself, guttural 
fiend who provided blunt but effective 
metaphor for the rage Jackie’s soul. 


CRACKDOWN MICROSOFT 
GAME STUDIOS 

The year saw an awful lot of weighty, 
important games that emphasized player 
choice and moral ambiguity. And then 
there was Crackdown (Xbox 360), a glee- 
ful action game that took prisoners. 
You played genetically enhanced cop 
fighting the good fight city where 


: 


criminals rule the streets and due process 
for wimps. Powering your character 
absurd levels was part the enjoy- 
ment — by the end, you’re hurdling city 
blocks and other 3-D game has ever 
captured accurately the spirit classic 
side-scrolling run-and-gun games. Crack 
down was jacked up and dumb, the moral 
and intellectual equivalent pro wres- 
tling, but was also the most purely fun 
game the year. 


GOD WAR SONY 
COMPUTER ENTERTAINMENT 

Has any video-game hero ever been quite 
as angry as Kratos, the Spartan lead of 
God of War? When the first game ended, 
had slain Ares and assumed the god 
of war’s throne. But you know how some 
people are: matter how much they 
have, they’re never happy. For Kratos, 
that meant another trek through Creek 
history, dispatching mythical figures 
like Icarus and Theseus with a fury that 
seemed rend the earth itself. Games 
don’t often come polished tightly 
fitting farewell for the PlayStation 


RATCHET AND CLANK FUTURE: 
TOOLS DESTRUCTION SONY 
COMPUTER ENTERTAINMENT 

Bad enough that Ratchet and Clank keep 
having to save the universe, but this year 
they had to save the PlayStation 3, too. 


SUPER MARIO GALAXY 
It was nice to see someone 
from Nintendo's starting 
rotation hit the strike zone. 


After a year of bad press and no games, 
the beleaguered console needed salvation. 
It came in the form of a fuzzy Lombax 
named Ratchet and his robotic pal, Clank 
Tools of Destruction wasn’t a radical depar 
ture from previous Ratchet and Clank games, 
unless you count the lush graphics that 
set a new standard for smoothness and 
clarity. But the formula — tight platform- 
ing gameplay combined with ludicrous 
weaponry and non-stop wisecracks was 
exactly the refreshing and unpretentious 
blast of fun the PS3 needed. 


HALF-LIFE EPISODE TWO 
VALVE 

reached the point where the suc- 
cess Valve has had with the Ha’f-Life series 
starting work against it. Each new 
adventure expected great. When 
Valve delivers, the company did yet 
again with Episode Two (Xbox 360, PlaySta- 
tion 3, PC), it seems unremarkable. Of 
course Episode Two ruled! That’s just what 
Valve does in its Wonka-like dream facto 
ry. Half-Life 2 Episode 2 offered indelible im- 
agery, like the Combine army marching 
across distant highway that stretched 
from horizon horizon. The climax 
extended driving and shooting sequence 
with Gordon Freeman fending off waves 
attacking Striders may have been the 
series’s best moment yet. 


SUPER MARIO GALAXY 
NINTENDO 

What Super Mario and Curt Schilling 
have in common, besides a softly rounded 
midsection? both lost little off 
their fastball, but they can still dazzle 
you with the off-speed stuff. terms 
pacing and flow, Super Mario Galaxy (Wii) 
doesn’t quite measure the best the 
series has had to offer, but its innovative 
use 3-D gamespace ought inspire 
gions copycats. And after disappointing 
Wii debuts for Link and Samus Aran, 
was nice to see at least one of Nintendo’s 
Starting rotation hit the strike zone. 


ZACK AND WIKI: QUEST FOR 
TREASURE CAPCOM 
Capcom’s only mistake was releasing Zack 
and Wiki (Wii) in the thick of the holiday 
shopping season, when hope 
to compete with juggernauts like Halo3, 
Guitar Hero Ill, and Mass Effect. At a slower 
time year, gamers hungry for anything 
new would have been more likely dis- 
cover the delights this quirky puzzle 
game. Wanna-be pirate Zack, accompa- 
nied enchanted monkey named 
Wiki, sets out re-assemble the bones 
the legendary Barbaros exchange for 
his treasure. Don’t let the cutesy 
and bizarre play mechanics fool 
you: Zack and Wiki is a brain buster. © 
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DEEPEST BioShock hit the sweet spot every level. 


CAROLYN CLAY 


here have been a few muggings 
the rialto this year. began 
January with Harvard Universi- 
ty’s decision not to renew the con- 
tract of American Repertory The- 
atre artistic director Robert Woodruff after 
his first five years. Cranted, not everything 
the far-reaching Woodruff programmed was 
brilliant, and some of it may not have sold 
tickets. But the talented, taciturn director’s 
collaborative, international vision for the 
ART felt prematurely blinkered. any in- 
stitution can afford to bankroll a vision as 
it achieves its full, piercing focus, Harvard 
can. It didn’t. 

The next blow was the decision of 
Citi Performing Arts Center to abbreviate 
the run of the summer’s free offering of 
the Shrew ran for three merry weeks in 2006; 
this year’s Midsummer Night's Dream was 
squeezed to one. On top of that, it was an- 
nounced that the historic Wilbur Theatre 
is on the block. The Wilbur, where Our Town 
premiered and the ghosts of Barrymores 
and Cronyns tread, is a landmark, so it 
can’t be razed to make room for a McDon- 
ald’s. But its future as a theater is certainly 
threatened. 

the side, Harvard opened its 
attractive, refurbished New College The- 
atre, phoenix rising from the old Hasty 
Pudding and adding the area’s 
plethora new theaters, including one 
the flashy new Institute Contempo- 
rary Art. (Don’t look for a Robert Wood- 
work the New College, 
but he might fit right in at the ICA.) Fi 
nally, a year after it was announced that 
Nicholas Martin would leave his post 
Huntington Theatre Company artistic di- 
rector at the end of this season, a succes- 


Best the 


sor has been announced: Peter DuBois, 
37, resident director and former associate 
producer New York’s Public Theatre 
and former artistic director of Alaska’s 
Perseverance Theatre Company. At least 
he won’t mind the weather. 

On top of the disappointments, there 
were, of course, triumphs and pleasures: 


BEST THE BARD 

Actors’ Shakespeare Project rose the 
challenge of Shakespeare’s lyrical but sen- 
sational early tragedy TITUS ANDRONICUS 
— and did so, in David R. Cammons’s stag- 
ing, without spilling drop stage blood. 
But the performances the all-male cast 
led by Robert Walsh’s muscular Titus were 
far from bloodless. smaller scale, 
Daniel Elihu Kramer helmed a delightful, 
subconscious-driven A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S 
DREAM for Boston Theatre Works which 
Paula Plum played the King of the Fairies 
and everyone scampered across a forest 
floor sprouting elastic poppies. 


NOBLE NOBELS 

David Wheeler helmed knowing and mag- 
isterial ART revival of Harold Pinter’s 1975 NO 
MAN’S LAND, a cryptic excursion into Ham- 
let’s “undiscovered country” that was deftly 
acted Paul Benedict and Max Wright 
two elderly men letters sticking gingerly 
toe in the River Styx. And director Robert 
Scanlan brought the New College Theatre 
a program of short plays written by absurdist 
giant SAMUEL BECKETT about the elusive pro- 
cess making art that featured the incom- 
parable Beckettian cadences of veteran actor 
Alvin Epstein and witty, hypnotic score 
Martin Pearlman. 


MUSIC THE 

FOOD LOVE... 

The ART has struck frequent paydirt col- 
laborating with Minneapolis-based Théatre 
Jeune Lune. This year brought pair 
“opera-plays” marrying Mozart to, DON 
JUAN GIOVANNI, Moliere, and, in FIGARO, 


DON JUAN 
GIOVANNI 
Musically 
ravishing at 
the ART. 


Beaumarchais. Under the direction 
Dominique Serrand, both were musically 
ravishing and featured impeccable comic 
turns Serrand and Steven Epp. Broadway 
Across America/Boston presented a satis- 
factory touring production of THE LIGHT IN 
THE PIAZZA, with its soaring Adam Guet- 
tel score: pure emotion orchestration. 
And Barrington Stage Company fielded a 
revival WEST SIDE STORY that proved once 
again that doesn’t get much better than 
Romeo and Juliet scored by Leonard Bernstein 
and moved the innocent mean streets 
1950s Manhattan. 


DIVINE PROVIDENCE 

Trinity Repertory Company boasts that 
increasing rarity, a resident acting com- 
pany, some members which have been 
with the Providence troupe for more 

than years. Experience and familiar- 

ity make for the thespian equivalent 
well-aged wine. Of note were the crackling 
ensembles of Sarah Ruhl’s lyrical, luna- 

tic swirl of magical realism, THE CLEAN 
HOUSE, directed by Laura Kepley, and Brian 
McEleney’s thrilling 25th-anniversary re- 
vival of founding artistic director Adrian 
adaptation Robert Penn Warren’s 
Pulitzer-winning ALL THE KING’S MEN, with 
African-American actor Joe Wilson Jr. an 
unlikely but herculean Willie Stark. 


NOEL, NOEL 

Outgoing artistic director Nicholas Martin 
helmed a sparkling Huntington Theatre 
Company revival Coward’s PRESENT 
LAUGHTER egotistic piffle with the shelf 
life and sparkle mica with four-time 
Tony nominee Victor Garber as irresist- 
ible the role Coward stand-in Gary 
Essendine the author thought was. 
And across the river, the ART reconstituted 
the Onion Cellar cabaret for AMARVELOUS 
PARTY, compendium Coward songs, 
scenes, and diary snippets that lived 
its name. 


PETS 

John Patrick Shanley’s DOUBT, which 
toured to the Colonial Theatre with Cherry 
Jones reprising her Tony-winning turn 

fierce old nun butting heads with 
priest she suspects sexual abuse, proved 
subtler construct than first appears. 
And ART alum Jones has lost none of her 
radiance; just glinted off something un- 
bendable as nails. More elastic was Nilaja 
Sun, who brought her Obie-winning 
ART, imbuing with undulating 
physicality and the energy uranium the 


characters including attitude-spewing 


students, an overwhelmed teacher, a bent 


show based her experience 
teaching artist the toughest New 
York City schools. 


janitor, and herself the one-person 


FAT PIG SpeakEasy gave 
Neil black-comic 
fable stylish staging. 


COMPANY ONE FOR ALL 

This small resident company at the BCA 
scored big 2007, following Shawn 
delightfully rambunctious staging 
of Noah Haidle’s MR. MARMALADE, a cau- 
tionary fantasy about four-year-old girl 
whose imaginary friend abusive busi- 
nessman, with Summer L. Williams’s lively 
and piquant production of Lydia R. 
stage adaptation Toni Morri- 
lyrical debut novel, THE BLUEST EYE. 


CRAZY SALAD 

Scott Edmiston was at the helm of the Lyric 
Stage Company’s delirious staging Chris- 
topher Durang’s post-mortem fantasy MISS 
WITHERSPOON, which starred Paula Plum 
exasperated suicide who keeps get- 
ting sent back, kicking and screaming, to 
earth. And Charlestown Working Theater 
imported one of the small, exquisite treats 
of the year: Mabou Mines’ LUCIA’S CHAPTERS 
COMING FORTH DAY. Written Sharon 
Fogarty and enacted with a mix of coquetry 
and paranoia the great Ruth Maleczech, 
the swirl of text, performance, and projec- 
tion imagines the death-in-life and life-in- 
death of James Joyce’s daughter, who spent 
years asylums. 


POLITICALLY INCORRECT 

People behaved cruelly area stages this 
year, and they weren’t all Nazis. Boston 
Playwrights’ Theatre presented the world 
premiere Leslie Epstein’s adaptation 
his novel THE KING OF THE JEWS, with Will 
Lyman brooding power the title role and 
Jon Lipsky the helm. Diego Arciniegas 
directed fluid chamber staging J.T. Rog- 
ers’s powder keg WHITE PEOPLE, interwoven 
monologues three Caucasians that limn 
the racism endemic in American society. At 
SpeakEasy Stage Company, in Paul Melone’s 
stylish staging Neil black-comic 
fable FAT PIG, the nastiness was directed, 
with considerable acuity, at an obese wom- 
with the audacity have boyfriend. 


BLOOD AND GUTS 

one has more guts than David Miller, 
who is artistic director of Zeitgeist Stage 
Company his spare time. This year Zeit- 
geist teamed with Way Theatre Artists on 
Robert Schenkkan’s Pulitzer-winning, 
two-part, seven-hour THE KENTUCKY CYCLE, 
a blood-soaked romp through 300 years of 
Appalachian history, vivid chamber 
staging that brought human scale 
bluegrass Henriad. And just 
before he took to the screen, SWEENEY TODD: 
THE DEMON BARBER FLEET STREET dropped 
in at the Colonial Theatre, bringing buck- 
ets blood and ingenious, pared-down 
staging Britisher John Doyle which 
singers/actors are also the band. Sondheim 
and Judy Kaye tuba what more could 
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JEFFREY GANTZ 


he bad news this year was that 

we lost the annual Celebrity 

Series Boston-sponsored visit 

from one of the world’s major 

ballet companies. (Withdrawal 
of funding by Bank of America was the 
culprit.) The good news is that we still 
have our own major company, Boston Bal- 
let, and made its first international tour 
Spain more than decade, at- 
tracting attention worldwide. Now maybe 
Boston and Massachusetts will take notice. 
also got new dance space, the Barbara 
Lee Family Foundation Theater the new 
ICA. Here’s 2007 seen Marcia Sie- 
gel, Janine Parker, and myself. 


MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM 
When served his purposes, George Bal- 
anchine was wonderful storyteller and role 
creator, and A Midsummer Night's Dream is one of 
his variations the traditional full-length- 
ballet formula. His expansive celebration 

— telling the whole of Shakespeare’s compli- 
cated story the first act, then giving 
second-act wedding celebration with guest 
ensemble furnishing the entertainment 

— provides an antidote to the hyperactive, 
flavorless contemporary ballets we see every- 
The piece invokes all the resources 
great ballet company: virtuosity, ensemble, 
acting, comedy, and the ability to create a 
poetic image. The dancers Boston Ballet, 
the company’s February production the 
Wang Theatre, met this challenge admirably. 


THE BIG APPLE CIRCUS 

Founded years ago, the Big Apple Circus, 
which pitched its tent City Hall Plaza this 
spring, the circus collective madness: 
the impossibly risky stunts, the zany props 
and prop wielders, the clowning misfits and 


BUNRAKU The 
National Puppet 
Theater of Japan's 
two performances 
were treat. 


grotesques, all with the audience seated in a 
shallow amphitheater and performers perch- 
ing at the edge of the ring to shake hands and 
recruit volunteers for their acts. Australian 
Justin Case enlisted a man and a little girl 
from the audience to join him in calisthenics 
and play, but his specialty bikes, 
especially the kind that keep falling apart. 
He’s the ideal Big Apple performer amus- 
ing, resourceful, slightly demented. 


BRAKE THE EYES 

The focal point Boston Ballet resident 
choreographer Jorma Elo’s fourth piece for 
the company, which premiered May, 
was Larissa Ponomarenko, who, moving 
like one mechanical dolls 
The Nutcracker, would draw imagi- 
nary slate and try out words and phrases 
(in Russian), showing, once again, that 
she’s Boston Ballet’s Ms. Inner Child as 
well its Ms. White Act. She took Elo’s 
displacements like kid roomful 
new toys, giving them hustle and flow 
(those developpés!) without any smoothing 
over. When Elo was summoned stage 
the end the opening-night curtain call, 
knelt momentarily homage her. 
Good for him. 


PAUL TAYLOR 
Many artists talk good game dissent, 
but Paul Taylor is one of the few real resist- 
ers around these days. His Jacob’s Pillow 
programs in July included the 1962 Aureole, 
the new De Suefios (one of his danse macabre 
fantasies, inspired by the Day of the Dead), 
and his 2006 ditty Troilus and Cressida (reduced), 
wherein, to Ponchielli’s “Dance of the 
Hours,” his dancers scamper through 
minutes love, rape, deception, kidnap, 
ballet, Martha Graham, and the Trojan 
War. Aureole and Troilus and Cressida 
(reduced) also appeared 
his November 
Celebrity Series 
program 
the Shubert 
Theatre, ac- 
companied 
the new Lines 


A MIDSUMMER 

NIGHT'S DREAM 

Did we mention d 
the cute donkey ? > 


Loss — a succession of soloists and duos who 
rage and lament to unrelated selections of 
music ranging from Guillaume Machaut 
to Arvo Part and Alfred Schnittke — and his 
1975 Bach-violin-concerto exploration, Es- 
planade, which since its creation has evolved 


into bouncy, almost slapstick company 


ELIZABETH STREB 

Elizabeth Streb has changed the name 
what she does again: the show “extreme 
action” she brought the Institute Con- 
temporary Art in February was called “Streb 
vs. Gravity.” The ferociously physical chore- 
ography seemed a little less slam-bam and 
a little more airborne than it used to, but an 
hour and half with Streb still celebrates 
bodies locked combat with the laws 
the universe. Challenge what Streb all 
about, and having demolished one impos- 
sible barrier, she and her seven heroic danc- 
ers are ready for the next. 


PROMETHEUS DANCE 

All three dances on Prometheus Dance’s 
Memorial Day-weekend program Bos- 

ton Conservatory Theater seemed tell 

women’s travails and their temporary 
deliverance. Choreographed Diane Ar- 
vanites-Noya and Tommy Neblett over three 
years, Dievas Mannu/Full Moon (2006), Knowing 
We Can Never Know (2003), and Devil's Wedding 
(2006) were presented under the collective 
title “Devil’s Wedding.” All performers 
were women, and from dance to dance, they 
shared movement vocabulary that suggest- 
pain, struggle, solace, and submission 
unseen but unbreakable constraints. 


MISNOMER DANCE THEATER 

Like its name, Misnomer Dance Theater, 
which returned Concord Academy Sum- 
mer Stages Dance in July, seems devoted 
contrariness. Whatever the rules 
dancing human encounter are sup- 
posed be, choreographer Chris Elam 
finds ways subvert them. Elam 

says likes see how people function 
when they subject their bodies extreme 
stress; this doesn’t translate into the 
kinds acrobatic derring-do you see else- 
where dance stages. Misnomer dancers 
never conquer the detours and distortions 
they’ve engineered, but they keep trying 
out new solutions. You get quite fond 
their machinations. 


BALLET GRAND 

THEATRE GENEVE 

This Swiss company’s debut Jacob’s Pil- 
low in August was an unexpected gift. Neither 
of the two pieces BCTG performed, Japanese 
choreographer Saburo Teshigawara’s Para-Dice 
and Belgian choreographer Sidi Larbi Cherka- 
oui’s Loin, was classical — but symphony or- 
chestras present new compositions alongside 
centuries-old works, and ballet companies 
have to do the same. Para-Dice is a paean to 

air its currents the world well the 
breath inside us — and the women’s swoop- 
ing undulations in their backs seemed a soft 
antithesis the sharp contractions Martha 
Craham. Loin was equally mesmerizing, an 
unceasing sweep of the tides. 


BUNRAKU BOSTON 

Boston had chance see bunraku 
more than years, the National Pup- 
pet Theater Japan’s two performances 
October, sponsored by the Japan Society of 
Boston at the Cutler Majestic Theatre, were 
a treat for the fortunate few who could get 
tickets. There was short play about hero- 
ine who pulls herself up an ice-covered lad- 
der, seemingly without assistance from her 
managers, order save her lover ring- 
ing the town fire bell. The longer work pre 
sented woman and her blind husband who 
did everyday things like sewing and playing 
the shamisen. The evening included in- 
formative hour-long lecture-demonstration 
narrator, shamisen player, and head 
puppeteer from the company, with transla- 
tion Japan Society president Peter Crilli. 


SEAN CURRAN COMPANY 

At first, Sean Curran’s dance looks like a 
formal exposition movement, but after 

while you begin imagine webs social 
interactions, relationships, and hidden 
histories. Curran, who started Boston 
Irish stepdancer, brought his 10-year-old 
company the Tsai Center October under 
the auspices the Celebrity Series. The pro- 
gram included pieces set 
Overgrown Path, Handel arias and recorded 
criminal confessions, and Thom Yorke’s The 
Eraser, and though Curran himself doesn’t 
dance much anymore, performed the 
astonishing solo St. Petersburg Waltz (2005), to 
music from Meredith Monk’s Volcano Songs, 
suggesting over nine riveting minutes 
whole village full characters, single 
character’s intense inner life. 
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1 museum raised the 
stakes, the Museum of Fine 
Arts did big things with Na- 
poleon and Edward Hopper, 
pictures of prostitutes graced 
the walls of Boston's two biggest art mu- 
“ums, and all hell broke loose when the 
Mooninites invaded. It’s the best art of 
f z, Christo 


and myself 


Salen 


2007, as seen by Jeffrey Cant 


pher Millis, David Eisen, 


CHAMPION BOXER 

“JOSEPH CORNELL: NAVIGATING THE 

IMAGINATION” at Salem's Peabody Essex 

Museum was a thrilling surprise from 

a museum best known for focusing 

on New England, the cultures Salem 

touched via the China trade, and Native 

American life. Lynda Roscoe Hartigan, 

a Cornell expert who came to the mu- 

seum from the Smithsonian in 2003, 

assembled the best blockbuster exhibit 

in the region this year, a breathtaking, 
or I once-in-a-generation 

tive of Cornell's dreamy shadow 

ta sign of what to expect 


dy Essex in the 


enensive, 


curators of photography and contempo 
rary art 2008 


BREAKOUT PERFORMANCE 
Bostonian Andrew Mowbray’s show 
“BATHYSCAPE” at Space Other gallery this 
spring presented video (exhibited with 
exquisitely crafted props) which 
climbed into Art Nouveau diving bell, 
shaved off his hair, tied the locks into 
fishing lures, and framed them. Mowbray 
let the mysteries stew, and the gorgeous 
strangeness seeped under your skin. An- 
other highlight of Space Other’s year was 
Erik Levine's haunting, horrifying “MORE 
MAN” video, which studied high-school 
football plumb rituals American 
manhood. 


BEST “ART” MISTAKEN 

FOR TERRORIST ATTACK 

January's MOONINITES INVASION. We're 
still thanking our lucky stars that 
survived its Lite-Brite-style corporate 
advertisements colonizing public and 
private property without permission, the 
shutdown Route 93, the bomb-squad 
heroics, the arrests, the “hairstyles in 
the press conference, and the 


SELF-PORTRAIT The MFA’s “Edward Hopper” brought together 
many of the painter's lonely film noir masterpieces. 


million corporate apology. Runner-up: 
GAN AIRPORT of an MIT student sporting a 
button that featured harmless LED lights, 
a circuit board, and a nine-volt battery. 


THE ESTABLISHMENT 

The Museum Fine Arts repeatedly, 
splendidly demonstrated why its arts 

are fine. “EDWARD HOPPER” brought 
together many of the painter's lonely 
film noir masterpieces. The museum 
drew exclusively from its own collection 
ukiyo-e paintings performers, es- 
corts, and high-end prostitutes for the 
terrific “DRAMA AND DESIRE: JAPANESE 
PAINTINGS FROM THE FLOATING WORLD, 
1690-1850.” And “SYMBOLS OF POWER: 
NAPOLEON AND THE ART OF EMPIRE STYLE, 
1800-1815,” on view through January 27, is 
magnificent survey the French style 
design spare and opulent, 
revolutionary and imperial that spread 
across Europe during the reign the 
great dictator. 


UNTITLED (SOAP BUBBLE 
SET) The Peabody Essex 
Museum presented a once- 


in-a-generati 
of Joseph Cor 


retrospective 
dreamy 


shadow boxes 


Gods and monsters 
and David Hasselhoff 


MAJOR 
LEAGUERS 
“PHILIP-LORCA DICOR- 
CIA”, at the Institute 
for Contemporary 
Art, was a handsome, 
smart, thorough 

mid-career survey 
of a major American 
postmodern pho- 
tographer. The best 
part: moody, lovely 
Hustler photos real 
prostitutes posed 
manufactured set- 
ups. It looked like a 
documentary about 
prostitutes; in fact 

it was a documen- 
tary about Hollywood 
myths prostitutes. 
For “ARCHIVE,” at Bar- 
bara Krakow Gallery, 
Jenny Holzer took 
declassified govern- 
ment documents from 
the “War on Terror” 
and reproduced them 
straight-up in screen- 
prints, blacked-out 
passages and all. The 
texts — especially the 
testimony of prisoner 
abuse — were a devas- 
tating, and depress- 
ing, indictment of the 
callousness and carelessness the Bushies. 


CREATURE DOUBLE FEATURE 

The charms the “CAMERON survey 
List Visual Arts Center were appar- 
ent: videos that showed Jamie wrestling 
Michael Jackson impersonator, Halloween 
spook houses, hot-dog-eating contest, 
and Austrian Christmas monsters. Jamie 
recalibrates your vision with his loving an- 
thropology the weird, messy rituals that 
squirm under the middle neat social 
veneer. And did mention the monsters? 


BACK THE FUTURE 

“PICTURE organized Leslie 
Brown at Boston University’s Photographic 
Resource Center, went low-tech mull 
motion pictures. The best stuff seemed 
teleported straight from some fabulous 
igth-century inventor’s lab. Deb Todd 
Wheeler offered magic picture wheel and 
hand-cranked light-up illusions. Steve 
Hollinger adapted old-time amusement 
hall flip-book animation technology cre- 


ate visions atomic apocalypse. And 

a strange pedestal contraption by Hans 
Spinnerman of the terrific, hallucinatory 
Musée Patamécanique Bristol, Rhode 
Island, somehow made giant bumblebee 
appear hover inside bell jar. 


BEST HASSELHOFF HOMAGE 
JAMES McLEOD stole the show at MassAIt’s 
faculty exhibit “Selections '07” with a 
shrine TV, uh, legend David Hasselhoff. 
Ingredients: red velvet ropes, a carpet 
printed with photos Hasselhoff dash- 
ing through surf and reclining naked, 
and plaques inscribed with weighty pro- 
nouncements from, seemed, the man 
himself. (These included the claim that 
Baywatch “is responsible for lot world 
peace.”) Certainly the installation plumbed 
something important about our national 
psyche. But analysis dims its brilliance. 
title: “Don’t Hassle the Hoff.” 


PARADIGM SHIFTERS 

“THE UNKNOWN MONET,” the summer block- 
er at Williamstown’s Clark Art Institute, 
1 d Monet's reputation as a master 
marksman plein air painting who didn’t 
ikin’ preparatory sketches. The 
unter-evidence: pastels, pre- 
ary drawings, and sketchbook jottings 
side cliffs, grainstacks, a train station, 
waterlilies. “GODS IN COLOR,” at Harvard's 
Sackler Museum through January 20, up- 
ends what you thought you knew about the 
classics. Turns out the sober white marbles 
passed down from ancient Greece and 
Rome were originally painted garish 
Technicolor. And “DARWIN,” the Museum 
of Science, presented a Charles Darwin note- 
book from the 1830s in which he scribbled 

think” and then early draft revolu- 
tionary evolutionary tree. Wow! 


BEST THE REST 

BEST URBAN PLANNING: 
smart, timely, cheeky debut exhibition, “Re- 
thinking City Hall,” which countered Mayor 
Thomas Menino’s proposal build new 
city hall South Boston with proposals 
Tevitalize the old government monstrosity. 
BEST DEBATE: the “Jackson Pollock” paintings 
Boston College’s “Pollock Matters” exhibit 
were they for real? COOLEST ART-GEEK 

FEST: the Boston Cyberarts Festival April. 
WILDEST EXHIBIT: the paintings gorillas 
the Franklin Park Zoo. COOLEST KNOCKOFFS 
MEXICAN STREET ART: 

MassArt. BEST DEBACLE: the Mass MoCA 
Christoph Biichel “Training Ground for De- 
mocracy” meltdown. 
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the future? “It really 
is about signaling,” Hartigan tells me, 
; “in as direct way as we could think of, . ni 
a that we mean business about doing work ae 
in the modern- and contemporary-art 
arena.” Another signal: plans hire 
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_BY JON GARELICK 


ere, listed alphabetically by 
author, are 10 of the best works 
of fiction, non-fiction, and 
poetry the Phoenix wrote about 
in 2007. 


VIKRAM CHANDRA 

SACRED GAMES 

Chandra, now a teacher at UC-Berkeley, 
takes us on a 900-plus-page portrayal of 
contemporary Mumbai (formerly Bombay), 
following the stories of, among others, 
gangster whose life could right out 
the Bollywood films he loves and a divorced 
Sikh police detective his mid Sacred 
Games alternates first-person chapters from 
the gangster’s point view with third-per- 
son narratives the detective’s investiga- 
tion. But you’d expect book this 
length, the author prone digressions, 
and the Dickensian epic sprawl could make 
you feel at times that you’re holding the en- 
tire teeming city in your hands. 


MIKE DASH SATAN’S CIRCUS: 
MURDER, VICE, POLICE 
CORRUPTION, AND NEW YORK’S 
TRIAL THE CENTURY 

“Trial the century” might going bit 
far, and yet the 1912 murder conviction of 
a New York City police lieutenant deserves 
its innings. For one thing, didn’t 

it. But this tale of judicial miscarriage is 
merely the underpinning for 
historian Mike Dash’s portrait of turn-of- 
the-century New York’s demi-monde, and 
the Lower West Side neighborhood known 
Circus, where gambling, prosti- 
tution, graft, and a host of ethnic rivalries 
worked hand-in-glove with the city’s elect- 
establishment. Dash’s account tour 
force scholarship and entertaining 
storytelling that lets the 21st century in on 
the lawless details how the began. 
This what history writing should be. 


DENIS JOHNSON TREE SMOKE 
Denis Johnson has given many 
maimed and suffering souls the past 
years, he could fill a trauma ward. Now, 
with this National Book Award winner, he 
gives us his “apocalypse now”: a big, slow- 
motion epic about America’s experience 
Vietnam. Even if you think you’re done with 
Vietnam novels, Tree Smoke could change 
your mind. Not only does it re-create the 
jungle’s ooze and the paranoid warble 
war being micro-managed by the CIA, it en- 
capsulates the long horrible fallout prose 
as good as any Johnson has written. 


NORMAN MAILER 

THE CASTLE THE FOREST 

Having taken such larger-than-life fig- 
ures Marilyn Monroe, Gary Gilmore, Pab- 
Picasso, and Jesus Christ, Norman Mailer, 
his last published book before his death 


DEBUT Diane Vadino broke the chick-lit mold with Smart Girls Like Me. 


84 on November 10, turned to Adolf Hitler. 
But takes his subject only the age 
of 13. We learn how Hitler’s beloved mother 
cleaned his asshole, how organized war 
games with the local kids, how was initi- 
ated inte something dank and demonic 
hermit in the woods, how his experiments 
masturbation inspired his toothbrush 
moustache. The theories Good and Evil, 
God and Satan, history and fiction, don’t 
always convince, but the Mittel-Europaisch 
melodrama, with its Crimm-like uncan- 
niness and the author’s rollicking, ribald, 
grave-reeking voice, does. Would that 
had lived write the sequel. 


LES MURRAY 

THE BIPLANE HOUSES 

Les Murray the revered heavyweight 
Australian poetry. The Biplane Houses, 

often his work, you feel yourself 
getting close the actual living element 

language itself. “Luminous electric 
grist/brushed over the night 
Korea, Dark Korea,/tofu detailing all Ja- 
words are fresh, they seem have just 
formed themselves, effortlessly, like Van 
Halen solo, out some germinal ground 
polyphonic gibberish. Murray flits between 


Styles with fat man’s supernatural grace 


one two poetry’s first syllables. Books 
real poetry living poets are privilege; 


VALEDICTORY Norman Mailer bowed 
out with his imaginary childhood 
Hitler, The Castle in the Forest. 


TED NORDHAUS AND MICHAEL 
SHELLENBERGER BREAK 
THROUGH: FROM THE DEATH 
ENVIRONMENTALISM THE 
POLITICS POSSIBILITY 

Michael Shellenberger and Ted Nordhaus 
attracted notoriety a couple of years ago 
when they foretold “the death environ- 
criticize negative and narrowly defined 
environmental movement. Their positive 
alternative is post-environmentalism, a 
green philosophy that replaces the “politics 
limits” with eco-focused economic de- 
velopment, way addressing the “so- 
ciocultural context” that lies beneath most 
ecological problems. And their purpose 
inspire movement that’s bigger than 
its individual dilemmas. 


BEN RATLIFF: COLTRANE THE 
STORY SOUND 

Forty years after this death, John Col- 
trane’s influence incalculable. And it’s 
not just his technical mastery that has 
influenced scores of jazz musicians, ar- 
gues New critic Ratliff, but his 
“sound,” one that transcends jazz and even 
music itself. The book can serve short 
biography Coltrane (Ratliff has drawn 
may predecessors) and history 
post-war jazz, but the meditation that 
sound what elevates major essay 
American art. “Musical can’t 
contain morality,” Ratliff writes. “But 


sound, somehow, can. Coltrane’s large, 
direct, vibratoless sound transmitted his 
basic desire: ‘that I’m supposed to grow to 
the best good that can get you can 
write biography idea, Ratliff has 
written a great one. 


ROWLING HARRY POTTER 
AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS 

The seventh and final volume in J.K. Row- 
ling’s magical saga ends our long enchant- 
ment appropriately bittersweet note. 
The body count might resemble 
something out The Sopranos, but its mes- 
sage forgiveness, redemption, and re- 
birth tugs the heartstrings. It’s the dark- 
est, most chilling installment the series, 
and satisfying resolution Rowling’s 
main conflicts: good versus evil, tolerance 
versus prejudice, sacrifice versus self-inter- 
est, choice versus destiny. It’s also fitting 
end this coming-of-age tale, Rowling 
depicts the 17-year-old Harry’s final passage 
from childhood adulthood. 


OLIVER SACKS MUSICOPHILIA: 
TALES MUSIC AND THE BRAIN 
In his New Yorker pieces over the years, Oli- 
ver Sacks has shown talent for setting 
personal narratives against the increas- 
ingly mapped-out maze human neurol- 
ogy. Per usual, here illuminates lives 
often unimaginable strangeness. The most 
haunting that British musician Clive 
Wearing, who suffered a brain infection 
that left him with severe amnesia 
can remember nothing for more than 
few seconds, except how play pieces like 
Bach preludes the piano. Sacks writes, 
“Remembering music, listening to it, or 
playing it, entirely the present.” 

Clive Wearing himself. But you might 
never forget him, the many others 
this extraordinary book. 


DIANE 

SMART GIRLS LIKE 

It’s true that Betsy Nilssen, the heroine 
Diane Vadino’s debut novel, is a messy, ir- 
reverent New Yorker who works fashion 
and clever, confused, and alone. And 
this is indeed a satire about almost-boy- 
friends and urban isolation. But Smart Girls 
transcends the facto genre categoriza- 
tions that have become every young com- 
ing-of-age writer’s worst nightmare. 24- 
year-old assistant editor fashion dot- 
com, Betsy preparing for several things 
once: the end the world, quarter-life 
crisis, and the loss her steely, alluring 
best friend. Smart Girls can’t masked 

anything but book about girl, her 
friend, and a boy, though Vadino is too 
skilled storyteller apologize for that. 
Instead, she forsakes literary gimmicks for 
the confidence say the things that one 
wishes say the most. 
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The year the 
music thrived 


BY MATT ASHARE 


hanks to Radiohead, 2007 may 
one day be looked back on as the 
the music died — at least by 

I istry that has relied on 
he same business model for sell- 
since Elvis and the Beatles. But 
for the big guys have generally 
news for the rest of us. After all, 


1e 


and it wa 


in the wake of hair metal’s collapse that 
cleared the way for grunge. So, on the con- 
sumer side of the commercial divide, 2007 
was the year the music thrived, as stream- 
able audio MySpace, YouTube videos, 
and the Web general supported on- 
going groundswell independent music 
and independence general. That left 
the majors digging deeper and deeper into 
their vaults for reissues like the Joy Divi- 

n catalogue, and replacing cheap plastic 
jewel cases with deluxe Digipaks. In other 
words, it really couldn't be a better time to 
be a music fan. Which didn’t make it any 
easier to single out 10 of the year’s best, 
but did make the process that much 
more enjoyable. 


AGAINST ME! NEW WAVE 

title. And “White People for 
ace” is one of the better named songs of 
the year. Oh, and there’s also a top-notch 
duet, with Tegan Quin (of Tegan and Sara) 
sharing the spotlight with Against Me!’s 
angry-at-the-world frontman Tom Gabel 
the poetically titled “Borne the 
Waves of the Heart.” This is the Butch 
Vig-produced major-label debut which 
scrappy punk outfit sells out and, yes, 
sounds great doing so. New Wave (Sire) may 
more rock than punk, but when Gabel 
shouts, “We can the bands wanna 
hear/We can define our own generation,” 
it’s clear his heart’s still the right place. 


ARCTIC MONKEYS FAVOURITE 
WORST NIGHTMARE 

much praise was heaped the Mon- 
keys’ 2006 debut the British press that 

was conceivable the band would crumple 
like the Libertines under the weight be- 
ing the UK’s rock-and-roll saviors. Instead, 
they shook off the accolades and took 

the accumulated energy of a year on the 
road into the studio bash out album 
(on Domino) that might even better 
than Whatever People Say | Am, That's What I'm 
Not. Now, nobody can write them off as 
England’s answer to the Strokes, because if 
anything it’s the Strokes who need come 


Creat albu 


up with an answer to Arctic Monkeys. 


DEERHUNTER CRYPTOGRAMS 
This Atlanta band have punk in their 
hearts (and their past), but they've evolved 
into something altogether different 
Cryptograms (Kranky), an album that re-re- 
writes the rules of indie pop by meshing 
the arty jangle of early R.E.M. with the 
swirling textures lo-fi Bloody Val- 
entine. The secret weapon is singer Brad- 
ford Cox, a tall, lanky, awkward soul who 
the best punk tradition sings outsider 
songs for insiders. 


FEIST THE REMINDER 

Leslie Feist has indie cred through her as- 
sociation with Broken Social Scene and 
enough inainstream pop promise that 
Apple picked for its iPod Nano 
The Reminder (Interscope), 
her second solo disc, she doesn’t sound 

as voluptuous as Amy Winehouse or as 
Norah Jones she splits the 
difference, sliding from sensuously jazzy 
innocently alluring playfully moody, 
with a natural, irresistible warmth. 


GREAT LAKES SWIMMERS 
ONGIARA 

In the fine tradition of Neil Young, Creat 
Lakes Swimmers’ banjo-picking frontman, 
Tony Dekker, Canadian steeped 
rural Americana any Smokey Moun- 
tain bandit. Except that Dekker’s touch 

Ongiara (Nettwerk) even lighter and 
more hauntingly textured than Young’s on 
Harvest, and his folk heroics seem happy 
enough standing on their own, without 
the punch of Crazy Horse rock. My favorite 
“discovery” the year. 


HARVEY WHITE CHALK 

Every now and again, Polly Jean finds 
little way make big change, and White 
Chalk (Island) one those. She’s put 
down her guitar before, but this time she 
replaces with piano, instrument she’s 
new to. The results are raw 
Dry but quieter, more haunting, and even a 
bit darker. It’s a reminder that PJ’s still not 
ready pinned down and always worth 
paying attention to. 


MODEST MOUSE WERE DEAD 
BEFORE THE SHIP EVEN SANK 
Sometimes it’s hard to believe that this 

the same Modest Mouse who emerged 
from a tiny town in Washington State in 
the mid sounding grungy, dark, and 


HAVING FUN 
Did a new 
business 
model free 
Radiohead? 


INDIE CRED Feist edged into the mainstream with The Reminder and Apple ad. 


oh-so-serious. you count the addition 
legendary Smiths guitarist Johnny Marr 
on We Were Dead (Epic), then it actually isn’t 
the same Modest Mouse. But the playful 
transformation that had singer/guitarist 
Isaac Brock the same interplanetary 
path the Flaming Lips, and out some 
the same Pink Floydian limbs that Doug 
Martsch was occupying with Built Spill, 
started before Marr arrived. Now, Modest 
Mouse just have more texture to work with 
and the smarts tastefully. 


THE NATIONAL BOXER 

This Ohio-by-way-of-NYC fivesome had 
already nailed their special yet familiar 
fusion Amerindie jangle and neo-new- 
wave swagger their overlooked Beggars 
Banquet debut, Alligator. with 
just few subtle additions some strings 
here, little more studio polish there 

they had little trouble making good 
their promise render sad-guy indie-rock 
fresh again evoking Joy Division 
album that also delves into little coun- 
try-tinged Americana. Sometimes it’s just 
fun bummed. And misery does love 
company. 


RADIOHEAD RAINBOWS 

Yes they scared the hell out the music 
biz with Rainbows’ pay-what-you-will 
business plan. And even Radiohead would 
probably admit that all the chatter about 
the manner the disc’s release overshad- 


owed the album itself. But now that I’ve 
spent some time with the songs down- 
loaded for couple pence and I’m 
longer as annoyed by the lack of liner notes 
and album art, I’ve discovered a new way 
spin the whole mess: perhaps the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the release 
Rainbows freed the band from the pressure 
innovate that has times strangled the 
life out their post-“Creep” output. They 
even seem having bit fun here, 
fusing the electronic and the organic. And 
Thom Yorke has mastered the art wrest- 
ing beauty from sadness without sounding 
like miserable bastard. Best all, it’s 
album that’s still growing me, and it’s 
bound grow stature plans for its 
proper release are finalized. 


THE WHITE STRIPES ICKY THUMP 
Jack White now Nashville resident 

but lost touch with his inner 
Motor City Madman. His guitar riffery 
keeps growing bigger and bolder with each 
new release, but not the expense soul 
the playfulness that leads him em- 
ploy mariachi horns Icky Thump (Warner 
Bros.) continues incorporate ever 
more crazed and distorted organ refrains. 
And Meg unflappable she needs 
be, the grounded foil for Jack’s unbridled 
solos and free-associated vocal wailing. To 
borrow line from the Cramps’ 
Man,” he’s “the hottest thing from the 
North come out the South.” 
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FEW FAVORITE THINGS 


Summing up the year with a quick “Best of 

RF” list of records, labels, and various sonic 
goings-on tricky proposition. One that’s made 
doubly difficult since like pull together the 
disparate strands of local electronic, experimen- 
tal, and other hard-to-classify music that cover 
each week “Rare Frequencies.” What follows 
nature hodgepodge, not- 
quite-10 list of some RF favorites 
from 2007. 


BARGE RECORDINGS 
Run Boston ex-pat Dave 
Nardonne, Barge may not 
Boston label, but this 
new Brooklyn-based imprint 
has a distinctly local flavor. 
Barge’s first non-compilation release was 
disc soothing, oneiric drones 
Fun Years (turntablist Isaac Sparks 
and baritone guitarist Ben Recht) titled Life- 
Size Psychoses. The second release was deluxe 
double Providence guitarist Geoff Mullen 
called Armory Radio, similarly grainy but mag- 
nificently noisy collection of soundscapes. 


BASSIC THE GOOD LIFE 

Although dubstep has been rumbling the 
underground for some time now, 2007 may 
well remembered the year that its sub- 
shredding sounds finally broke in Boston. 

One indicator the relative success Bassic, 
monthly party organized talented 
group of Djs known as Soundbox Presents. Over 
the short six months of its existence, the night 
has brought number top-notch dubstep 
producers and Djs from the UK, New York, and 
Baltimore, as well as spotlighting a slew of tal- 
ented local Djs. 


Sonic Weapons (Wimm) was a parting salvo of 

sorts by the venerable DJ C (a/k/a Jake Trussell), 
who left Boston for Chicago earlier this year. 
This bass-heavy, avant-party album zigs and 
Zags across genres from breakcore to hip-hop to 
bhangra and back. Trussell has dubbed this in- 
fectious stylistic blend “Boston Bounce,” and this 
first full-length finds his prodigious skills 
glorious display. 


TIM FEENEY VIC RAWLINGS 

In Six Parts (Sedimental) boasts cracked electron- 
ics, amplified cello, and percussion it’s never 
going easy listening, but it’s worth every 
ounce of effort. Percussionist Feeney and cellist 
Rawlings create six sharp, tension-filled pieces 
that range from finely calibrated hums sear- 
ing blasts noise. 


IMPORTANT RECORDS 
This Newburyport label has always released 
material mind-boggling pace, but this year 


RARE 


Not another 


FREQUENCIES 


_BY SUSANNA BOLLE 


kicked into overdrive. Releases have ranged 
from drifting Japanese psych Suishou Fune 
to electro-acoustic reissues of Pauline Oliveros. 
What really sets this year’s releases above and 
sound artist Christina Kubisch. 


JESSICA RYLAN 

Local modular-synth designer, 
performer, and noise musi- 
cian Rylan has always created 
highly personal electronics. 
On her latest album, Interior 
Designs (Important), she uses a 
vintage Serge synthesizer and 
her own quixotic instruments 
compose sweetly anarchic 
music that bubbles, flutters, and squawks in 
the most wondrous ways. 


MIKE BEN RECHT 

Two Boston’s most gifted producers join 
forces and come with pair endearingly 
idiosyncratic minimal techno tracks (released 
on Zero G). As much as | enjoy the stuttering 
A-side of this 12-inch (“Do You Have Anything 
Say”), it’s the preternaturally groovy flip, 
“Opposite Hand Wrong,” that makes this oh- 
so-right. 


WEIRDO RECORDS 

Somerville’s little on-line record shop-that-could 
(www.weirdorecords.com) has been in business 
for little over year, and it’s quickly become 
the place to go for strange sounds of all shapes 
and striations, from cuddly kitsch to the for- 
biddingly avant-garde. The selection is odd as 
all get-out, the prices are low, and proprietor 
Angela Sawyer’s product descriptions are both 
informative and a bona fide hoot. (So good, in 
fact, that the Phoenix recently added Sawyer 
contributor.) © 


SUSANNA BOLLE phoenix@rarefrequency.com 


PLAY LIST 


_EDITED JON GARELICK 


JOHN STEIN: GREAT 
ORGAN-JAZZ 


JOHN STEIN'S OR 


LARRY YOUNG, INTO 

SOMETHIN’ [Blue Note] 

DON PATTERSON, FUNK YOU! 
[Prestige] 

JIMMY SMITH, BACK THE 
CHICKEN SHACK [Blue Note] 

GRANT TALKIN’ 
ABOUT Note] 

WES MONTGOMERY/ 
JIMMY SMITH, FURTHER 
ADVENTURES 

AND WES [Verve] 


HALL OATES December the Orpheum. 


Xtra! JIM SULLIVAN 


0) Over the past quarter-century, you'd 
have found JEANNE SHEEHY behind 
the bar at TT. the Bear's Place most ni 


able cancer and is undergoing chemo, which 
leaves her “kind of tired.” Out in the Boston 
rock world, that means it’s benefit time. TT's 
booker Randi Millman put togeth 
iets-heimed gig earlier this month, and now 
more shows are in place. On the 21st, it’s the 


SHODS the PILLS. AD FRANK, the DOWN- 


FEAR 


BEAT 5, Scarce’s JOYCE AND CHICK, AUTO ‘ 

INTERIORS, and JONNY PAPE. On the 27th all of us at TT's adore her.” For the moment 
it's the APPRECIATION POST. TAXPAYER 
the SHEILA DIVINE, and ORBIT; onthe 28th. together 
GRAVEL PIT, FRANCINE. BAKER. the DOUC- 
LAS FIR, and JULES VERDONE, on the 23th 
BUFFALO TOM. THALIA ZEDEK, MEGHAN 
TOOHEY. and KEYS TO THE STREETS OF 
constructing the bills for the ben- 
efits, | wanted to reach out to bands that 
consider T.T.'s their home,” says Miliman 

and also to bands that | know Jeanne has a 


al affinity for. Jeanne is a class act, and 


even heiped get the Shods and Pills back 
says Dave Aaronoff, who played 

both previously defunct bands. For her 
part, Sheehy says she’s enjoyed her life “out 
of the limelight, by'choice” and is slightly 
embarrassed by all the attention. Still, “it’s 
just amazing, the outpouring of caring. I'm 
grateful.” © 


JIM SULLIVAN | Jim@jimsullivanink.com 
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Star teamz 


Ten from Boston’s 2007 pop underground 


ark it, dude: another banner 

year for the Boston music 

return local alt-rock mas- 

ters Dinosaur Jr. and Buffalo 
Tom. Most our biggest exports Drop- 
kick Murphys, the Dresden Dolls, Kill- 
switch Engage continued kick ass and 
take names. And pop-punk/emo/whatev- 
er-you-wanna-call-it outfits Boys Like Girls 
and the Receiving End Sirens had huge 
albums and went major tours. 

But bubbling just beneath the surface 
were dozens artists some familiar, 
many new making compelling music, 
throwing killer dance parties, taking 
chances. There isn’t space for 
about everyone that made excited 
about Boston music this year. But, with 
a nod to those | didn’t include, here’s my 
top 10. 


Local vets Dana Colley, Monique Ortiz, 
and Larry Dersch (also known Colley/ 
Ortiz/Dersch get it?) make for low- 
rock supergroup there ever was one. 
Hearing former Morphine saxophon- 

ist Colley’s beefy bari lines with 
glassy, heavy-groove bass and low-reg- 
ister croon prompts comparisons with 
Colley’s old band. But more important 
the songwriting the trio’s 2007 debut, 
Happiness, particularly distinctive- 
ly dense lyrics and snaky 
melodies. Haunting stuff. 


CASPIAN 

Earlier this year, drummer 
Joe Vickers told the Phoenix 
that Caspian’s music 
“sounds like the 
Ocean.” Pretentious? 
Perhaps, but it’s not bad 
description the band’s vast, climactic 
instrumental music. Along with buds 
Junius and Constants, Caspian are lead- 
ing Boston post-rock renaissance that’s 
garnering national notice. 


DRUG RUG 

Born burgeoning romance between 
singers/guitarists Sarah Cronin and 
Tommy Allen and brought fruition 
with the help talented group 
friends from Apollo Sunshine, the Dead 
Trees, the Lot Six, and Tulsa, Drug Rug 
sideswiped the local scene with the laid- 
back charm, retro-fied sound, and shiny 
pop hooks their homonymous debut 


CELLARS 
STARLIGHT 


_BY WILL SPITZ 


album. few high-profile press plaudits 
and packed high-energy shows later, the 
band are good bet for big national 
breakthrough. 


MAJOR STARS 

Husband-and-wife psych-guitar gods 
Wayne Rogers and Kate Biggar have 
long been respected denizens 
rock’s way-underground they’ve been 
for more than two decades, with 
Crystalized Movements, Vermonster, 
and Magic Hour, among others. But now 
with Major Stars’ sixth album — Mirror/ 
Messenger, probably their most acces- 
sible, and possibly their best and the 
backing well-known indie label Drag 
City, Biggar, Rogers, and company seem 
poised make wider inroads into indie- 
dom’s consciousness. 


MARISSA NADLER 

Speaking indiedom’s consciousness: 
2007 saw Needham native Marissa Nadler 
burst into the upper echelons the 
blogosphere, with Stereogum and 
Vs. Bear (not mention Pitchfork) slob- 
bering all over the singer-songwriter’s 
elegant third album, Songs III: Bird the 
Water (Kemado). Stereogum even includ- 
Nadler’s spare, spine-tingling cover 
Radiohead’s “No Surprises” its 
Computer tribute album. Google you 
heard yet. 


ESOTERIC 

The city’s longest-running 
hip-hop duo didn’t put out 
anything as “7L & Esoteric” 
this year, but with 15 years 
tag-teaming under their 
belts, it’s hard extricate 
one from the other, espe- 
cially since contributed 
beats Esoteric’s party-rocking new “solo” 
disc, Egoclapper Casual). was busy 
2007 for Eso: also flexed his producer 
nuts and his love for 
synth-pop with the spaced-out Esoteric Vs. 
Gary Numan: Pterodactyl 


SPECIAL TEAMZ 

Another trio who deserve the “super- 
group” tag: Boston hip-hop elder states- 
man Edo G, former Kreator Jaysaun, and 
one of the city’s most buzzed-about rap- 
pers the last few years, Slaine, whose 
profile recently got big boost thanks 

prominent role Ben Affleck’s 

Gone Baby Gone. Special Teamz’ first full- 


MP3(s) the Week 


THE BEST LOCAL 
BAND YOU SAW THIS YEAR 


BREAKOUT The blogosphere over Marissa Nadler 2007 and did we. 


length, Stereotypez (Duck Down), has col- 
labos with Devin the Dude and members 
Boot Camp Clik, well production 
from such heavy hitters Premier 
and Pete Rock stellar album that 
mixes “golden age” sounds with modern 
mixtape And it’s hard hate 
disc that ups Beantown much 
this one. 


THUNDERDOME 

When the sorta-monthly Thunderdome 
parties started happening about 

year ago, made nostalgic for the 
Hollertronix parties in Philly that I never 
went to: heaping helpings booze and 
bass non-club-like venues, first the 
Cambridge Elks Lodge and now the Creek 
American Political Club. Throw killer 
guest like Detroit ghetto-tech pioneer 
Assault (“Ass-N-Titties”) and Fool’s Gold 
co-honcho/Fader editor Nick Catchdubs and 
just try stop your rump from shaking. 
Who said Boston doesn’t dance? 


TULSA 

Carter Tanton may have the best set 

pipes any newish band town 

“His indie-seraphim voice not this 
world,” David Fricke wrote Rolling 
Stone. Huge and resonant, it’s the driving 
force behind Tulsa’s reverb- and delay- 
laden music, which marked push- 
pull between melody and dissonance, 
concision and unhinged sonic explora- 
tion. Bully for that Tanton moved here 
from Baltimore two years ago. 


VIVA VIVA 

Who doesn’t love sex, drugs, and the 
Rolling Stones? Fronted dynamic odd 
couple Chris Warren and Dave Vicini 
leaders the defunct Dirty Holiday and 
Lot Six, respectively Viva Viva chan- 
nel all three into their scuzzy, thrilling, 
dance-floor fire bombs. Despite their DIY 
MO, they have one overriding goal: 
“get famous,” as Warren told me earlier 
this year. Don’t put it pastthem. © 
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JON GARELICK 


ere, in no particular order, are 
some favorite things from 
among the people, CDs, and 
performances wrote about 

this year. 


ROBERT GLASPER 

Still his 20s, pianist Clasper further 
established his authority with his second 
Blue Note album, In My Element, whose 
sources extended from spirituals and the 
Memphis post-bop Mulgrew Miller 
Dilla and Radiohead. Beneath the pop-tune 
familiarity his pieces constant three- 
way conversation with his trio mates: the 
fast drum bass patter snare and kick 
from Damion Reid, lurching syncopations 
from bassist Vicente Arthur, Clasper stating 
and eliding the beat. Glasper’s transparent 
surfaces reveal roiling depths. 


THE VANDERMARK 

Ken Vandermark brought his furious 5 into 
Johnny D’s almost exactly a year after their 
previous local appearance, Hyde Park’s 
Artists-at-Large With the spectacu- 
lar new album A Discontinuous Line (Atavistic), 
they had fully assimilated their newest 
member, cellist Fred Lonberg-Holm. There 
was plenty free blowing, but also tight 
unison themes for the ensemble, fiendish 
leaps among odd meters, and dramatic dy- 
shifts that brought the music down 
from shout whisper flash. Chi- 
cagoan hard grooves suggest 
rock, but his band is one of jazz’s best. 


METHENY/MEHLDAU 

Guitarist Pat Metheny and pianist Brad 
followed their duo collaboration 
of 2006 with Quartet (Nonesuch) and a show 
the Opera House April. One expected 
killer chops trio members Larry 
Grenadier and Jeff Ballard completed the 
band), but not the rigor the leaders brought 
the project. Instead easy-blowing tunes, 
they supplied expansive narrative composi- 
tions. And their two styles complemented 
each other: Metheny with his taste for folk- 
like simplicity, Mehldau with his dense 
romantic complexity. made for exciting 
album, and even better concert. 


JERRY 

The North Bergonzi has been 

good for long that one tends take 
him for granted. emerged the 
tight post-Coltrane field tenor-saxo- 
phonists, where was easy get lost. 
But after years gigging and teaching 
and achieving near-legendary status 
among his peers, put casual listen- 

ers notice with Tenorist (Savant). Here, 
working with bassist Dave Santoro, drum- 
mer Adam Nussbaum, and guitarist John 
Abercrombie instead piano, created 
nine hooky, concise tunes s that flow with 


unprecedented freedom, changing his 
phrasing, leaving more space, and giving 
loving attention the shape and texture 
individual notes. 


JULIUS HEMPHILL 

The music of Julius Hemphill (1938-1995) 
rocked the Tapestry Room the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum October when 
his long-time companion, the esteemed 
pianist Ursula Oppens, joined forces with 
his old colleague Marty Ehrlich and the 
Julius Hemphill Sextet as well as the Daede- 
lus String Quartet. Here were the twining 
lines bluesy counterpoint, the driving 
ostinatos (especially from Alex Harding’s 
baritone), and the ecstastic collective im- 
prov typical the Texas saxophonist and 
composer, well provocative through- 
composed chamber pieces. 


HERBIE HANCOCK 

River: The Joni Letters (Verve) purports pia- 
nist Herbie Hancock’s tribute the music 
Joni Mitchell. But jazz fans may regard 

it as one of the best Herbie/Wayne Shorter 
albums the careers these long-time 
collaborators. Yes, there are Joni songs, 
and various singers (including Norah Jones, 
Corinne Bailey Rae, Tina Turner, and Joni 
herself), but the vocals are piece with 
meditative instrumental improvisations, 
which include non-Joni material like 
Ellington’s “Solitude” and Shorter’s 
“Nefertiti.” could have been slick pop 
crossover, but this time out Herbie was 
hearing some deep jazz. 


DILLA CALLING Robert 
Glasper continued to 
emerge as a major voice 


cream 


MUSILLAMI AND SCOFIELD 

Could there have been better night jazz 
guitar than what got October First 
was the Michael Musillami Trio with guest 
violinist Mark Feldman MIT’s Killian 
Hall, working from their new Playscape 

effects-and-feedback-free, but his clean, 
dry, aggressive attack almost rockist. 
and Feldman spun free-flying improvs over 
tricky arrangements that made plenty 
space for collective improv with bassist Joe 
Fonda and drummer George Schuller. John 
Scofield, Musillami’s conceptual opposite, 
loves his effects and also capable free- 
form outbursts, but likes start with 
familiar pop and R&B forms. the Regatta- 
bar, supplemented his trio with three- 
man horn section, re-creating the fractured 
funk, pop, and country from his This Meets 
That (Emarcy). 


GYPSY SCHAEFFER 

The quartet Gypsy Schaeffer (named for 
New Orleans sportin’-house proprietor) 
trombonist Joel Yennior, saxophonist Andy 
Voelker, bassist Jef Charland, and drummer 
Chris Punis suggest the sound some 
“pianoless” groups. There’s 
the free interplay of the lead horns, subtle 
tempo and meter shifts, and also, most 
surprising all, great original tunes (not 
truly collective enterprise, Gypsy Schaeffer 
are riding two albums, homonymous 
debut and Portamental, both the band’s 
own Peace Time Records. 


DE TIERRA Mili Bermejo returned to the earth on a new CD and in performance. 


te 


ERIK FRIEDLANDER 

Friedlander mainstay with avant-jazz 
folks like Dave Douglas and John Zorn 
well as rockers in need of a spare cello, like 
Courtney Love. The pieces his solo album 
Block Ice Propane (Skipstone) recall the Ameri- 
can landscapes saw cross-country trips 
child with his parents (his father the 
photographer Lee Friedlander) and his sister. 
plays mostly pizzicato here, but this isn’t 
folk guitar transposed cello these far- 
reaching pieces draw variety styles 
and techniques, from folk and jazz con- 
temporary classical. show the tiny Lily 
Pad, with Friedlander playing unamplified, 
was one the year’s special treats. 


Bermejo has been an essential member of 
the Boston jazz community for more than 
years. Scullers Jazz Club May 2006, she 
and her husband, bassist Dan Greenspan, 
and their excellent band recorded the perfor- 
mance that became DeTierra (Ediciones Pen- 
tagrama). has all the Bermejo hallmarks: 
uncanny ability combine folkloric pan- 
American music with jazz sensibility 
her arrangements and original compositions 
and her dusky, powerful vocals. The mate- 
rial ranges from personal (ballad elegies 

for her father and brother) the political 
(“Bendiciones,” a comment on the plight of 
migrant workers). But for Bermejo, child 
of several nations, there’s never been much 
difference. She and the band performed the 
February Berklee and returned 
May. 
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“THE MOST 
WONDROUS FILM 


a 


ITS KIND 
SINCE 


THE PERFECT HOLIDAY FILM’ 


PETE HAMMOND, MAXIM 


WATER HORSE’ TAKES YOU 
WONDERFUL, FANTASY 
THRILL RIDE’ 


TED BAEHR, MOVIEGUIDE 


“INCREDIBLY 


JANET STOKES, FILM ADVISORY BOARD 


LEGEND THE DEEP 


FROM WALDEN MEDIA WHO YOU 
THE CHRONICLES NARNIA 


STARTS CHRISTMAS DAY 


CHECK LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES 
SORRY, PASSES ACCEPTED FOR THIS ENGAGEMENT 


FREE for 


Tickets available the door 


The enway 


Text 22122 


video installation brilliantly portrays twenty-first Gentury 


U PFRUDADLI AL EADY 


KNOW AIPHS 


rT Anas 
ANUTY ALT TA 


BET ARM ONE 


MOST RADICAL DESIGN STUDIOS 
BUT DID YOU REALIZE WAS 


EASY ROCK THEIR SWEET 
DID MENTION ALL T-SHIRTS ARE LOVINGLY PRINTED 
AMERICAN APPAREL? CHECK OUT THE STORE 
COM 
Sig 


From 


BEN WESTHOFF 


hard enough keeping with the 

hip-hop albums that hit the streets le- 
gally each year, and then get the full taste 
of where hip-hop is at, you also have to seek 
out the unofficial releases, the mixtapes, 
which often have a bigger impact than the 
official albums. Here’s the best both from 


big-name rap release this year that 
é third effort (Roc-A-Fella) is as vulnerable as 
ge f , jit is bombastic, as catchy as it is ground- 
breaking. Although most of the coverage 
focused on his release date “showdown” 
with 50 Cent, the real story here was West's 
beautiful collaborations with everyone from 
Elton John to Daft Punk to Mos Def. 


Wayne was the most prolific man hip- 
hop this year, and didn’t even release 
a traditional album. Da Drought 3, like the 
Miami-transplanted legions 
other mixtapes, totally illegal Inter- 
net leak, and completely a gas. It features 
Weezy rapping over other people’s beats, 
and the punch lines are ridiculous. (“Fly 
like an eagle but no I’m not Donovan. Boy 
you better go eat some soup with your 
mom and them.”) Say what you will about 
Radiohead Wayne the forefront 
changing music technology. 


Something was strange you didn’t have 
T-Pain, Akon, or Lil Wayne on your rap 
album this year, and Khaled’s sopho- 
more effort (Koch) has all three — not to 
mention just about everyone else in the 
universe, from Young Jeezy the 
Game to Fat Joe. What’s more, the Miami 
producer coaxed memorable verses from 
all them. helps that his hooks are 
huge. 


WU-TANG CLAN DIAGRAMS 
GHOSTFACE KILLAH 

THE BIG DOE REHAB 

The Staten Island crew seem irrevocably 
shattered after 8 Diagrams (Loud/SRC), 
Wu-Tang Clan’s fifth album and first 
six years, with Raekwon and 
famously upset about RZA’s softer, gui- 
tar-and-piano based beats. Still, almost 
everyone fine form Method Man 
especially and the album succeeds 
taking chances. Almost compelling 
latest solo album (Island Def 
Jam), which continues the MC's decade- 
long run grisly, remarkable works. 
Although not quite complex last 
year’s Fishscale, The Big Doe Rehab satisfies 
offering more Ghost’s famous black 
humor and twisted narratives. 


mixtapes 


DON’T GIVE 

Out on micro-indie Chicago label Audio 8, 
Don't Give Up is the most heartbreaking, gut- 
wrenching album this year, any genre. 
Anchored Polyphonic’s understated 
electronic chirps and noise-pop beats, 
somehow stays optimistic, despite its fo- 
cus bleak themes personal change, 
immaturity, and loss. 


PHAROAHE MONCH DESIRE 

LITTLE BROTHER GETBACK 

On their latest albums, Pharoahe Monch 
and Little Brother both speak career 
growth. Whereas Monch Desire (SRC/ 
Motown) is working within the system 
(“Slave to a label, but lown my masters,” 
he spits on “Desire”), Little Brother has 
broken free from Atlantic Records (Getback 
is on ABB Records). Both address their sit- 
uations without getting preachy repeti- 
tive, and the wordplay, sharp flows, and 
great ears for beats on display ensure that 
have long and memorable careers, 
matter who’s putting out their music. 


BROTHER 

THE UNDISPUTED TRUTH 

The Undisputed Truth (Rhymesayers) may con- 
front indie rap’s typical bogeymen the 
government, big corporations, etc. but 
focuses the MC’s compelling personal 
life. surprise: the world’s greatest 
white Muslim albino rapper from Minne- 
sota has great story. 


BEANIE SIGEL THE SOLUTION 
As far as style counts go, 
Beanie Sigel’s latest (Roc- 
A-Fella) both 

his mentor, Jay-Z, and 
his protégé, Freeway, 
whose albums were also 
released near the end 
the year. Not far removed 
from stint prison and 
exoneration on a murder 
charge, Sigel still 
plenty hun- 

gry, and it 

shows. © 


THE TOPS Kanye's 
third effort was 

as vulnerable as 

it was bombastic, 

Catchy 
groundbreaking. 


~ 
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Love and loss 


GUSTAVO toe-tapping, three-hour love-in. 


CRAIG SMITH (1947-2007) 

Boston’s biggest classical-music story this 
year was also its saddest. Craig Smith, 
long-time artistic director Emmanuel 
Music, collaborator with Peter Sellars, Mark 
Morris, Lorraine Hunt Lieberson, John Har- 
bison, Russell Sherman, and some Bos- 
ton’s most gifted and devoted singers and 
players, died the age complica- 
tions from diabetes. For 37 years, he’d been 
at the musical epicenter of this city. This 
fall, he was to be one of 14 pianists in an eve- 
ning planned devoted Bach’s massive 
Der Kunst der Fuge (“The Art the Fugue”), but 
was too weak more than greet the 
audience. Even with only pianists, the 
event was a major accomplishment, anda 
testament his leadership. sensitive ac- 
companist and profound conductor, espe- 
cially of Bach (he was the first American to 
lead all Bach’s cantatas, which did 
part the Emmanuel Church Sunday litur- 
gy), Handel, and Mozart, he was equally at 
home in Johann Strauss and Kurt Weill. He 
was writing a book (the book) on Bach's can- 
tatas, but was pedant; once had the 
chutzpah to substitute a bluesy saxophone 
for violin obbligato and made sound even 
more like Bach. concert his memory 
will take place Emmanuel Church 
January 31, his birthday. 


IDA BACH 

the end symposium for legend- 

ary violinist/pedagogue Flesch the 
Longy School, one Flesch’s most notable 
students played impromptu recital. This 
was the great septuagenarian Haendel, 


and her performance the grand and com- 
plex Chaconne from Bach’s Second Sonata 
for Unaccompanied Violin was one the 
Most breath-stopping violin performances 
lor, seems, anyone present (many dis- 
tinguished violinists were there) had ever 
heard. 


JAMES LEVINE AND THE BOSTON 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

Maestro Levine’s transformation of the 
BSO longer news. They had 
outstanding year, with two particularly 
towering performances: enthralling 
rendering Berlioz’s quasi-opera, dam- 
nation de Faust, and a thoughtful, intense, 
and moving version last com- 
pleted symphony, the Ninth. The final 
movement of the latter was surely the 
slowest record, but for more than half 
an hour, it had me at the edge of my seat. 
the same program was heartfelt and 
eloquent performance Berg’s Violin Con- 
certo with another wonderful musician, 
Christian Tetzlaff. 


GUSTAVO DUDAMEL AND 

THE SIMON BOLIVAR YOUTH 
ORCHESTRA VENEZUELA 

26, Gustavo Dudamel has become one 
classical music’s brightest stars, and he’s 
about take over the Los Angeles Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra. The New England 
Conservatory, with help from the BSO and 
the Celebrity Series Boston, invited him 
Symphony Hall lead the ensemble out 
which grew, the phenomenal youth 
orchestra that international superstars 


Simon Rattle and Claudio 
Abbado out their way 
to conduct. The event was 
more sprawling, toe-tap- 
ping, three-hour love-in 
than a fulfilled artistic tri- 
umph, but no one present 
will forget it. 


KURT WEILL 

Fifty-seven years after 

his early death, Boston 

is finally coming to grips 
with Kurt Weill. The most 
exciting opera produc- 

tion the year was Opera 
Boston’s Der Aufstieg und Fall 
der Stadt Mahagonny (“The 
Rise and Fall of the City of 
Mahagonny”), a blistering 
version Weill’s most am- 
bitious collaboration with 
playwright Bertolt Brecht. 
Later, David Hoose and the 
Cantata Singers launched 
their year-long exploration 
lesser-known Weill with 
cantata completed two years 
after Charles 
milestone crossing, Der Lindberghflug 
(“The Lindbergh Flight”), the appropriate 
venue the Collings Aviation Museum 
Stow, with the superb performers facing 
amazing array historic flying machines. 


CONTEMPORARY REVIVALS 

John Harbison won his 1986 Pulitzer Prize 
with a darkly beautiful cantata, The Flight 
into Egypt, commissioned David Hoose 
and the Cantata Singers. Twenty years lat- 
er, the same team commissioned the more 
consoling But Mary Stood. They began 2007 
with satisfying pairing both works 
the same program. Donald Teeters led Bos- 
ton Cecilia far the best performance 
Scott Wheeler’s hilarious and touching 
cantata/music-theater piece The Construc- 
tion Boston, his setting poem the 
late Kenneth Koch. And anticipation 

of Elliott Carter’s 99th birthday, Richard 
Pittman led soprano Elizabeth Keusch and 
Boston Musica Viva ravishing perfor- 
mance Carter’s most beautiful recent 
song cycle, Tempoe tempi, his exquisite 1999 
setting poems the three greatest Ital- 
ian poets of the 20th century, Montale, 
Quasimodo, and Ungaretti. 


CHAMBER MUSIC 

Shostakovich’s string quartets are heart- 
rending personal statements, without 

the inflation that makes parts his more 
popular symphonies hard endure, and 
were treated the Borromeo Quartet’s 
elegant, eloquent (and sold-out) perfor- 
mances the Isabella Stewart Gardner 


CRAIG SMITH 
biggest 
classical-music 

story of 2007 was 
also its saddest. 


as a hilarious encore (a mind-tickling 
polka) to an extraordinary Celebrity Series 
concert the Takacs Quartet: thoughtful, 
warm, ineffably tender performances of 
melancholy masterpieces by Haydn (Opus 
74 No. 1), Bart6k (No. 5), and Brahms 
Opus 51 No. 1). 


SIMON RATTLE AND THE 

BERLIN PHILHARMONIC 

No concert this year was more eagerly 
awaited than the Celebrity Series of 
Boston's presentation of the Berlin Phil- 
harmonic under Simon Rattle. The major 
work was Mahler’s Das Lied von der Erde, and 
the heavenly and vehement settings 
Chinese poems were sung with force and 
nuance tenor Ben Heppner and bass 
baritone Thomas Quasthoff. Some would 
prefer contralto bass baritone this 
work (Mahler allowed for either), perhaps 
because female voice seems closer be- 
ing earth mother. But you have 
have man, Quasthoff would the Man 
choice. And the Berlin Phil would the 
choice orchestra. The concert opened with 
elegiac Stele. The top ticket 
was $187, but few are likely have wanted 
their money back. 


BOSTON 

WEST SIDE STORY 

The American has powerful and 
authoritative advocates the Boston 
Conservatory Theater Department, 

with its ferociously talented students, who 
can act and sing and who in this year’s 
West Side Story danced Jerome Robbins’s 
original choreography. Are they ready for 
Broadway? Broadway should lucky. 


PEGGY PEARSON 

Over the years, few Boston musicians have 
maintained high level Peggy Pearson. 
A cornerstone of Emmanuel Music (that’s 
her plaintively singing oboe the 
Sunday-morning Bach cantatas), she’s also 
the founder and director of Winsor Music, 

chamber series performing mainly out 

Lexington’s octagonal Follen Church, 
which she often performs music she’s either 
commissioned transcribed for oboe. This 
season with David Chamber Or- 
chestra Boston she played two pieces Tison 
Street composed for her years apart. 
also principal oboist Benjamin 
Boston Philharmonic Orchestra. In Novem- 
ber, her playing shone with special splendor 
Zander’s epic Bruckner Fifth Symphony 
and his tender, pulsating Schubert Unfin- 
ished, in which the wind section included 
two her old colleagues from the Naum- 
burg Prize-winning Emmanuel Wind Quin- 
tet: flutist Christopher Krueger and clarinet- 
tist Bruce Creditor. They put exquisite cham- 
ber music the center beloved 
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display Best Buy! 


Check out this month’s artists 


Show 


your FNX « 


i for an exclusive 


$13.99 


Spin, 
Uncut, All Music Guide, Harp. 
“Their Best New Yorker 


Grace Potter And The 
Nocturnals 
This Somewhere 


$9.99 


One the most soulful new 
bands around Bonnie Raitt 
New own Grace 
Potter And The Nocturnals’ 
new “This Somewhere” 
Features the hit song 

“Ah 


Say Anything 
“In Defense The Genre” 
$12.99 2CDs 


eclectic double album 

that tells the ultimate love 

exhilaration, depression and 
redemption. astonishing 
achievement impeccable 
songwriting and raw emotion.” 


Absolutepunk 


Music From The Motion 
Picture 


“Into The Wild” 
$14.99 


Features original tunes 
from Eddie Vedder. The songs 
are acoustic, wistful, earnest 
and open-hearted, yet boast 
arrangements and production 
style that favors grand sonic 
sweep over intimacy, the sound 
unique personal dreams. 
Pearl Jam fans will find this 
release surprising, but satisfy- 
ing, change pace. 


these 


Denvers Seekonk 


Landmark (ender MA Manchester 

Dartmouth A Salem 


Live kicking 


Yes, we suffer from an embarrassment 
riches when come live music 
here the Boston area. Whether it’s 
theaters like the Orpehum, legendary 
clubs like the Paradise, or teeming in- 
die venues like the Middle East, T.T. the 
Bear’s Place, the Abbey Lounge, Great 
Scott, and P.A.’s Lounge, there’s always 
music had. Even our museums 
(the MFA and the ICA) are getting into 
the action. The choices can seem limit- 
less. our best and aim, asa 
sage once said, to choose wisely. Here, 
in chronological order, are 10 of the best 
shows from 2007. 


SONNY ROLLINS SYMPHONY 
HALL 


Not everything was perfect for 76-year-old = 


jazz-sax legend Sonny Rollins when he 
brought his sextet town April. 


Garelick reported, Symphony Hall’s acous- : 


tics were less than ideal for the 
amplified sound. No matter: the show 
was “as flawed as any Rollins performance 
I've seen, and also one of the greatest.” 


PETER AND JOHN 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB MAY 
Will Spitz was expecting polite indie- 
pop set from Swedish upstarts Peter 
Bjorn and John back in May. What he 
got instead was “an aggressive, assured 
performance reminiscent their fel- 
low countrymen the Hives,” as a well as 
a cameo by Heather D’Angelo from Au 
Revoir Simone that helped “make the 
moment transcendent.” 


DEERHUNTER INSTITUTE 
CONTEMPORARY ART JULY 
Bradford Cox, the arresting frontman 

of Adanta’s Deerhunter, didn’t emerge 
wearing a frock or engage in the kind 

of self-abuse he’s known for when the 
band came to the ICA’s new Barbara Lee 
Theater. He didn’t have to: when the 
curtains behind the band parted reveal 
the sun setting over the waterfront, Cox’s 
poetic turns verse found their place 
amid the chime and churn of interlock- 
ing guitars and, as Matt Ashare wrote, 
everyone — band and audience alike — 
was simply “caught up in the moment.” 


THE WHITE 

Even without adding a third member, 
Detroit’s red-and-white-striped duo 
seem to sound bigger and bigger — and 
even in an arena-sized venue. Front- 
man Jack White manages to switch 
between Led Zep guitar riffery and 
overdriven organ interludes without 
missing any the beats provided 
the unwavering Meg White. Matt 
Ashare reported, “Their on-stage rap- 
port remains unsurpassed, with Meg 
following Jack’s every little shudder 
and twitch as he moves from riff to riff, 
song song, and solo solo.” 


THE BEST SHOW 
SAW THIS YEAR 


Text BOSPHX. then a space then your 
comments to'22122* Read the most 

in sting comments In next week s a. 
and all comments online at thePhoenix.co! 


THE POLICE FENWAY Peaking unit. 


THE POLICE FENWAY PARK 
JULY 

It’s become an annual rock-and-roll 
ritual: every summer someone big 
steps onto the stage the nation’s 
most revered ballpark, and the result 
feels larger than life. This July it was 
the reunited Police. Brett Milano wrote 
that “the three band members seemed 
keeping their egos check, de- 
termined to peak as a unit or not at all.” 
And peak they did. 


BEASTIE BOYS OPERA HOUSE 

Sure nice have the Opera House 
back, and this August the Opera House 
was fortunate enough play host 
Beastie Boy Adam “MCA” Yauch’s 43rd 
birthday. The Boys were in town to 
support all-instrumental disc, The 
Mix-Up (Capitol), but as Jon Garelick 
reported, there were some major sighs 
of relief when “Yauch, Adam Horovitz, 
and Mike Diamond jumped around 
stage unencumbered instrumen 
and shouted call-and-response riffs 
with Mix Master Mike on ‘Three MCs 
and One Dj.’” 


THE DOWNLOAD FESTIVAL 
TWEETER CENTER AUGUST 
Although had nothing with 
downloading and was one those 

tours filthy with corporate sponsors, the 
Download Festival succeeded because 
had one the best multi-band bills 
the year: headliners Modest Mouse plus 
Guster, the Yeah Yeah Yeahs, Neko Case, 
Wolf Parade, Band Horses, Bang Ca- 
mara, and Apollo Sunshine. Mike Mili- 
ard wrote that “the day-long fest reached 
full efflorescence when Isaac Brock and 
company tight, impassioned 


calling fans the cheap seats 
descend toward the premium area” 


COSTELLO AND BOB 
DYLAN DCU CENTER 

OCTOBER 

The greatest songwriter the boomer 
generation meets the greatest songwrit- 
the punks who came after and 
who looks more the punk these days? 
Elvis played the role the consummate 
showman, Dylan did Dylan as only 
Dylan can, and, as Steven Lee Beeber 
wrote, “The audience was wonderfully 
the moment.” 


NELLIE McKAY ROCK 
CLUB OCTOBER 

She was more than an hour late, ana 
the natives — even those lucky enough 
grab one the cabaret-style seats 

— were restless. But once McKay hit 

the stage, all was forgiven she began 
what Matt Ashare described “beguil- 
ing solo set that was playful was 
potent.” McKay may draw comparisons 
with jazz chanteuses like Diana Krall, 
but she has a subversive streak that sets 
her apart, and sense spontaneity 
that makes it seem as if every show were 
a once-in-a-lifetime event. 


GOGOL BORDELLO ROXY 
OCTOBER 

Leave the sex and drugs behind but 
bring the vodka and herring that was 
transplanted Ukrainian Eugene Hiitz’s 
message when his band hit the Roxy. 
Oh, and don’t forget the rock or, 
Jon Garelick described it, “Eastern party 
music, big stomping polkas with Co- 
lombian klezmer accents that got the 
mosh pit pogoing.” 
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STAX ANNIVER- 
SARY CELEBRATION | Stax | This 


year, California's Concord label 
took ownership of Memphis’s 
greatest sical treasure chest, 
the Stax Records catalogue, and 
celebrated the soth anniversary of 
the founding of the company that 
made Otis Redding, Rufus Thomas, 
Isaac Hayes, Sam & Dave, and the 
Staple Singers stars by opening the 
lid hat tumbied out included the 
PBS-special Respect Yourself: The Stax 
Records Story DVD, the never-before- 
released TV performances in the 
Dreams To Remember: The Legacy of Otis 
Redding DVD, and the footage from 
a groundbreaking 1967 European 
tour on the concert-length Stax/Volt 
Revue Live in Norway DVD. These discs 
shine the spotlight of history on 

a label that changed American 
music and, for a time, served as a 
major bridge across the country’s 
racial divide. And for an old-fash- 
ioned earful of music, there's the 
50-singles, double-CD Stax soth An- 
niversary Cele! ion compilation. This 
smartly packaged set includes 
a thoughtful booklet about 
the label and its artists by 
journalist Rob Bowman 


WEST COAST 
RULES Twenty 
years later, 
N.W.A's debut 
still kicks. 


Ted Drozdowski 


TERRY ADAMS RHYTHM 
SPELL 

CHRISTMAS 
WISH: DELUXE EDITION 


) are s 


cally pointed “Fake Hug s 
he’s sure pissed at some But 
nature wins the day, 
hat at first sound like 

throwaways find their way under 
your skin 

Meanwhile, for those of you 
looking for more-genuine NRBQ, 
there's a new version of the band’s 
ever-expanding Christmas disc, 
formerly a single, an EP, anda 
mini-album. Now it's expanded 
to a full-length 19-track CD. The 
new stuff is mainly the guys (in 
a few different line-ups) taking 
unrehearsed whacks at Christmas 
songs during the “request box” 
section of their live shows. Creat 
for fans who miss the band’s ec 


bod 
bod 


WHAT'S 


centric side, but everyone else 
needs the disc for the title track 
First released in 1979, it's a warm 
hearted folk-rock number that 
should have become a holiday 
standard decades ago 


Brett Milano 


BOX SETS 


»®© CITY OF DREAMS: A COL- 
LECTIONS OF NEW ORLEANS 
MUSIC | Rounder | C i n 


New Orie 


he 


The four discs that make 


tend to t 
o be 


ing squawking saxes 


guitars. Rounder has 


, funk/soul (Walter 
gton, the Me 
ters’ George Por , and piano. It's 
that last disc that shines brightest 
Nothing says NOLA more d 
tively than a Professor Longhair or 
James Booker boogie. and Rounder's 
catalogue boasts some of the fin 

est late recordings of each. The 48 
tracks assembled here are another 
reminder of what's been lost in the 
wind and rain. Tuts Washington's 
set-ending “Do You Know What It 
Means To Miss New Orleans” is a 
moving coda, yet City of Dreams never 
comes off as an epitaph. 

_jeff Tamarkin 


THE BEST 
YOU HEARD THIS YEAR 


GLENN GOULD: THE 
ORIGINAL JACKET COLLECTION | 
Sony | Even when Glenn Gould was 
not at his best, he was an indis 
pensable artist. No other pianist 
captured his uncanny combination 
of the sparkling and the gravely 
solemn. The recording studio was 
more important to him than the 
concert hall. This new bargain 
priced 80-CD set of all his Columbia 
recordings traces the extraordinary 
range of his 27-year recording ca 
reer, which began in 1955 with the 


release of his 


ndescent version 
g Variations, still the 
erformance of 


The Gold 


were 


fa Haydn 


t); very late, he re 
re. He played Mozar 
with mixed feeling; he said he 
n of Mozart 
ete the set 
but fc worthless. His 
great loves ranged from Byrd and 
Cibbons to Berg and Schoenberg 
He played surprisingly beautiful 
and sensitive Brahms, but you 
won't find any Schubert or Chopin, 
and his one Schumann — the Piano 
Quartet — ended his relationship 
with the Juilliard String Quartet. 
His strangest disc must be Richard 
Strauss’s Enoch Arden, on which he 
accompanies Claude Rains reciting 
Tennyson's dramatic narrative. 
Also fascinating are his own string 
quartet and a delightful vocal quar- 
tet called So You Want To Write a Fugue. 
The set includes a bonus interview 
with Washington Post critic Tim Page 
and CD-sized versions of all his 
original album covers and liner 
notes. Even 80 discs won't unravel 
Gould's mysteries, but they're a re- 
minder that he was one of the most 
astounding and original musicians 
who ever recorded. 


orded six nm 


_Lioyd Schwartz 


OUR RATING 


Good 
Okay 
Not Good 

Stinks 


URL addresses for all downloads are available 
www.thephoenix.com/download 


ownload 


_BY CAITLIN CURRAN 


Last month, Peter Rojas, founder of the Engadget and Gizmodo 


tech blogs, and josh Deutsch. of Downtown Records, launched 


a DRM- and vowel-free blo 
with free, legal MP3 dow 


called Rerd Lbl (www.rcrdibl.com), 
loads. Rerd Lbl pays both artists and 
labels like Warp and Modular in exchange for permission to post 


songs. “Their music is already out there for free, so what we're 
doing is making them more comfortable about putting it out 


there,” Rojas reasoned with Wired recently. Here are a few tracks 


that have been offered so far. 


Purse Snatchers 
This track by the married 
duo Doug Hartman and 
Annie Hart, of Dirty on 
Purpose and Au Revoir 
Simone, respectively, has 
standard holiday elements 
twinkling bells, musings 
about seasonal decorations 
But the song's melancholic 
composition of outerspacy 
electronic looping will kibosh 
any comparisons with 

“Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas.” 


Dirty Purpose 


Speaking of DOP: that 
band owe a lot to Belle 
and Sebastian for their 
shoegazing brand of rock, 
and it shows on “Leaving,” 
their just-released Rerd 
Lbl-exclusive track, which 
includes the dreamy lyric 


“I'm like a dead volcano, 
just passing time.” 


Zoot Woman 

The first single by the British 
electro-pop duo Zoot Woman 
in four years smashes 
together new-wave synth 
and hard Daft Punkish beats. 


ustice, Mos Def, and 
pank Rock 

We can't decide which were 
more abundant — covers of 
Gnarls Barkley's “Crazy” in 
2006 or remixes of Justice’s 
“D.A.N.C.E” in 2007. Not that 
this is a bad state of affairs — 
with remixes abounding, the 
original version of “D.A.N.C.E” 
now feels a bit naked. Rerd 
LbI's offering, with Mos Def 
and Spank Rock, is clad in hot 
kicks and gold chains. 


_ 
) 
But what's best are the endlessly 
listenable tunes, which include the 
as's “Walking the Dog,” Hayes’s 
“Theme from Shaft,” Sam & Dave's ‘| 
Hold On I'm Comin’,” and Jean 
Knight's “Mr. Big Stuff — 
EDITION | Ruthiess/Priority | | 
Twenty years later, Straight Outta | | 
ompton holds up better than most _ 
around the same time, perhaps 
because it paved the way for the 
gangster sty gs that inform the NRBQuaeetil] on hiatus, maybe 
harts today. Dr. Dre’s production for good, but leader Terry Adams's ee ss ‘ 
ido i inparalleled, and Ice the style of a vintage Q album MEE ans tnusic have prolifer single most priz Purpose 
ube rez is us why he’s the best harking back to the t emade ated since Katrina, some worthier this great work. EE bergs uae 3 
Nest Coast rapper ever to g a f i ibered ear than othe but Rounder is posi also the iast recording he released 
Nicely remastered, and t t h The « tioned to cobble together one of more autumnal than exhilarat / . : 
; ed by vers op and C-Murd | ally t ned “Nature's Conna the more representative samplers ing this time, and more controver 
angsta ( gsta™ and WC's “If Pay You Back a nh to ha g released dozens of record sial. Beethoven is another Could "s , 
$ it Ruff” are especially good he g t 5 k “Magnet ings by Big Easy artists since tha cornerstone, with 21 sonatas, plus ; 
e disc wcases a group who Work with NRBQ drummer early 80s, concertos, variations, a marvelous = km 
jing wonders what Eazy assist T-E vA Adams us¢ a prehensive overview, how plete symphony (and a movement | s ww FF 
ist ha aI k Cla ett Contemp ry jazz has never from another one, both arranged 2 
f-empowe t track “Expre fort ack of guitar. The mix of been much of a Rounder priority by Liszt). Very early, he made a 
Yourself,” in which he raps: “I sti weet ballad PPY kers sot jazz artists that turn up memorable version 3 
xpress, yo, | don’t smoke weed or and left-field novelties is straight tend to run toward the traditional ty 
wher brain damage.” It's a near the groove-driven title track leaves outnumber 
niracle that these guys ever got you missing the full band. Read and skronking a 
between the lines and there may divvied the set up by theme: one 4 
be some veiled messages to his ex disc each for blues (Johnny Adams, { 
mates: the love song “Every Thing Clarence “Catemouth” Brown), 
1 Do” announces that “I'm gonna “Street Beat” (the aforementioned | 
stop hanging round the same old 4 
pte 
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CLUBS 


THURSDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

ABBEY LOUNGE | Somerville | Main 
Stage | School for Robots + Ter- 
ritories + Dark Martini & the Dirty 
Olives + Drones | Pub Stage | John 
Hayden 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE | Acton | 7 pm | 
Alizonia | 9 pm | “Jazz Jam” with BJ 
Magoon 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | Jamaica Plain 
| 10 pm | Radio Knifes 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | “The 
Vibe: R&B Soul Thursdays” 
AMAZING THINGS ART CENTER | 
Framingham | “Folk Open Mic Holi- 
day Party” with Dan Cloutier 
ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 
10 pm | Kosher Ham & the Selfish 
Centiles 

BAR @ TAj BOSTON | Boston | 6 pm 
| Bill Duffy 

BOSTON ROCKS | Boston |5 pm/| 
“After Work Thursday” 

BULFINCH YACHT CLUB | Boston | 
“Strangers Helping Strangers Ben- 
efit” with Dagnabbit + Meniskus 
BURREN | Somerville | Front Room 
| 10 pm | “Traditional Irish Music” 

| Back Room | 10 pm | Swinging 
Johnsons 

CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
Chicken Slacks 

CHURCH | Boston | Optimo + 
Latham Band + Blaque Lyte 

CLUB 58 | Quincy | Gilmour's Break- 
fast (Pink Floyd tribute) 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | Lori 
McKenna + Save Macaulay 
COLONIAL INN | Concord | john 
Fitzsimmons 

COMMON GROUND | Alliston | “Love 
Night” 80s, all vinyl with DJ Brian 
DBAR | Dorchester | “DLounge” 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR | 
Brighton | “Chart & Dance” with 

Dj Doc 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 
“Live Karaoke” with Brick Park 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 
Salem | Regressing to Apes + Tokyo 
Tramps 

DRAFT | Aliston | Brothers McCann 
+ Brandon Heisler + Seth Adam 
EMBASSY | Boston | “The Glamor- 
ous Life” hip-hop & electro party 
with DJs Susan Esthera + Aphrodite 
ENCORE LOUNGE | Boston | Brian 
Patten & Mary Callahan + John 
O'Neil 

ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | 
Dj Knife 

ESTATE | Boston | 10 pm | “Glamlife 
Thursdays” with Richie Ladue 
FELT | Boston | Garrison Delight + 
Jabberwocky + High Rise 
FIREPLACE | Brookline | Receita de 
Samba 

GOOD LIFE | Boston | “Atmosphere” 
with DJ KC Hallett + House Head 
Pete 

GREATEST BAR | Boston | Muy 
Cansado 

GREAT SCOTT | Allston | Scrooges + 
Blow Your Face Out 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Spitting 
Vinnies 

HANNAH'S | Somerville | Reggae and 
house with guest Djs 

HARPERS FERRY | Alliston | “Paper” 
with Lannen Fall + Barnicle + Vallon 
+ DJ Emarce + Red Foxx 
HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 
ton | Fly Switch 

HONG KONG @ FANEUIL HALL | 
Boston | “Hip-Hop Thursday” 
JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT | Bos- 
ton | 6pm | Clay Brown Trio 
JOHNNY D'S | Somerville | One Fine 
Morning 

JOSHUA TREE | Somerville | 10 pm 

| Onset 


KENNEDY'S MIDTOWN | Boston | 
John Mansfield 

KINGS | Boston | “Let It Out Karaoke 
Night” 

LA LUNA CAFE | Cambridge | 
“Caminhos Cruzados” with Evelyn 
Rosenthal 

LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | Benja- 
min Sharoni Quartet 

LILY PAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | IMC 
LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Gulf 
+ Humble Woman + Rick Berlin 
MADDY’S | Saugus | “Island Music 
Dance Party” 

MANTRA | Boston | 10:30 pm | “NYC 
Vault Thursdays” with Dj Deka 
MARCO POLO | Ipswich | Soul Band 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 
| “Variety Dance Mix” with Dj Ga- 
tabed 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Marissa Nadler + Alec K Red- 
fearn + Arborea + Ryan Lee Crosby 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge 

| “Make It New” electronic dance 
music 

MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | 
“Women’s Dance Night + Queera- 
oke” with DJ Summer's Eve 

MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | “Life Is 
Full of Big Machines” with Djs Ben 
Sisto + Dan Shea + Jeffpoot 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 
Patsy & Johnny 

NOIR | Cambridge | 10 pm | Dj Yamin 
NO. 9 ALE HOUSE | Maiden | “Open 
Jam” with Jamie 

O’BRIEN’S | Allston | Tony the Book- 
ie Orchestra + M.G. Lederman + Mr. 
Sister + Hands & Knees 

PADDY O'S | Boston | Inbound 
PARADISE LOUNGE | Boston | Colt 
Thompson Project 

PARRIS | Boston | Second Chance 
P.A’S LOUNGE | Somerville | Con- 
cord Ballet Orchestra Players + 
Ponies in the Surf + Most Bitter + 
Little Planet Mystery Ride + Reports 
+ Windy Smiles + Poppies 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
“Elements” drum n bass with DJs 
Crook + Lenore + Commix 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 

10 pm | Monkey Butlers + Prime 
Movers 

PURPLE SHAMROCK | Boston | Dj 
Flanagan + Jim Plunkett 

RACK | Boston | Djs Massi + Mike 
Pardi 

REDLINE | Cambridge | Dj Supreme 
One 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “www. 
tourfilter.com Dj Night” 

RUBY ROOM | Boston | “Rouge 
Thursday” with Dj Prolific 

RYLES | Cambridge | Jazzadelic 
SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | Blue 
Dust Drifters + Preacher Jack 
SAMBA BAR & GRILL | Somerville 

| Hip-hop, reggae, reggaeton with 
DJ Philippe 

711 BISTRO & SUSHI BAR | Boston | 
10:30 pm | “Jazz Night” 

SOLSTICE CAFE | Boston | 10 pm | 
“Jazz Jam Session” with Panella & 
Larson Trio 

TAP | Boston | Dj) Thom 

TERRACE LOUNGE | Boston | 7 pm| 
Eric McFadden 

TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Hamell on 
Trial | 9:30 pm | Jess Tardy 

TOAST | Somerville | “Twisted Thurs- 
day College Night” hip-hop, Top 40 
with DJ 9-1 

TOMMY DOYLE’S HARVARD | Cam- 
bridge | 9:30 pm | Jesse Hayes Reggae 
Review | Midnight | DJ Speciai K 
TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 
| Chouls in the Garage 

21st AMENDMENT | Boston | Dj 
Sean Daly 

VERTIGO | Boston | Djs Pup Dawg + 
Swissivory 

WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | Francisco 
Mela Quintet 

WAVE SPORTS PUB | Waltham | 
“Karaoke & DJ Show” with Dj Todd 
Champeon 


THE DEAR 
HUNTER play 
Harpers Ferry 
Wednesday. 


WESTERN FRONT | Cambridge 

| “Hip Hop 101” with Krutch + 
Apeshit + Cutta + A Masstapeace 

+ Konsept 

WEST STREET GRILLE | Boston | 
Top 40, funk, dance with Djs Gabe 
+ Lazee Boy 

WONDER BAR | Allston | Upstairs 
| “Trend Thursdays” with Dj He- 
van + Joey + Sheb | Downstairs | 

Dj Turbz 

ZUZU | Cambridge | “Mambo Beat 
Club” with Beat Train + Professor Z 


FRIDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ABBEY LOUNGE | Somerville | Main 
Stage | Gout 32 + Dennis Most & the 
Instigators + Takebacks + Protex 
Blues | Pub Stage | Christopher 
Payne-Taylor 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE | Acton | 7 pm 

| “A-No-Ne Christmas” with Hiro 
Honshuku | 9:30 pm | Patrice Wil- 
liamson Trio 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica 
Plain | 10 pm | “The Happening” 
with Dj Benny 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | Julie 
White + Public + Postbox + San- 
guine Drone + Vandelles + 28 De- 
grees Taurus 

AMAZING THINGS ART CENTER | 
Framingham | Dave Bryant + Sear 
ing Quartet 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 
10 pm | Tim Gearan Band 

BAR @ TAj BOSTON | Boston | 6 
pm | Eugene Maslov | 9 pm | Bert 
Seager Trio 

BIG EASY | Boston | “Mardi Gras 
Friday” 

BILL'S BAR | Boston | Justin Peter- 
son + Mister Vertigo + Sir Q, the 
Imposter + Violet Nine 

BOSTON ROCKS | Boston | Top go, 
dance, hip-hop with Dj Bruno 
BULFINCH YACHT CLUB | Boston 

| Medicine Line + Polarbaron + 
Thumbprint Railway Co + Rhy- 
meZwell 

CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
Upstairs | Diane Blue & the Fat- 
back Band | Downstairs | Hixx + 
Hammond Group + Bee’s Knees + 
Blowup Dads 

CHURCH | Boston | Drunk Stunt- 
men + Wandas + Mike Flood 

CLUB MIRAGE | Boston | “Flow 
Friday” 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 + 10 
pm | Lori McKenna + Save Macaulay 
COLONIAL INN | Concord | Kath- 
leen Kolman + Workingman'’s Jazz 
Band 

COMMON GROUND | Allston | “My 
So-Called 90s Night” with Dj Phat 
Mike 

DANTE’S OF MARLBOROUGH @ 
FIREFLY'S | Marlborough | Wildcats 
DANTE’S OF QUINCY @ FIREFLY’S 
| Quincy | James Montgomery 
DBAR | Dorchester | “Top 40 & 
House” 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR | 
Brighton | “Uptempo House” with 
Dj Paul Dailey 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 
Soul City 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 
Salem | Cherry 

DRUID | Cambridge | 6 pm | “Tradi- 
tional Irish Sessuin with Peter Mol- 
loy & Friends 

EMBASSY | Boston | 10 pm | Hip- 
hop with Dj Just Nyce 

ENCORE LOUNGE | Boston | “Open 
Mic” with Colleen Powers 
ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | 
D) On&On 

ESTATE | Boston | 10 pm | “Resur- 
rection Fridays” with Dave Ralph + 
Eli Wilkie 

FELT | Boston | First Level | 9 pm | 
Flock | 11 pm | DJ Mike Bose | Fourth 
Level | “Heated Fridays” with DJ 
Vinnie 


GOOD LIFE | Boston | 10 pm | Down 
Stairs | “Seed in the City” with 
Bradford James + DJ Cruzz|10 pm 

| Upstairs | “Kirby Armsted's Birth 
day + Graduation Throwdown” 
GREAT SCOTT | Aliston | “The Pill” 
with Djs Ken + Michael V. + Retro- 
sleeper 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Four 
Inch Stud 

G-SPOT | Boston | “Deep, Sexy 
House” with Djs Mike Traylor + 
Paul Incus 

HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Playin’ 
Dead (Crateful Dead tribute) 
HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 
ton|5 pm | Me & Julio | 9 pm | Spike 
the Punch 

Continued on p 28 
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HARP 


ERS 
FERRY 
friday December 21st 
PLAYIN’ DEAD — A TRIBUTE 
TO THE GRATEFUL DEAD 


Seturday December 27nd 
JAEET THE DAY, THM BLAME, 
JM HOGG ARMADA & MICHAEL 
BERNIER AND THE UPRISING 


Wednesday December 261th 
ANTHONY GREEN of CIRCA 
SURVIVE with: THE DEAR 
HUNTER, ENVY ON THE 
COAST & DAYS AWAY 


Thursdey December 27th 
CATCH 22 with: WESTBOUND 
TRAIM & IN THE FACE 


December 29%h 
REBIRTH BRASS BAND 


Dec 26 Dec 29 
at at 649 


25 Union St. 
Boston 
617 742 2121 


Spike the Punch 
Kick 


Incadence 
Syndicate 


Sweep the Leg 


Me and Julio 


\ 


“ZANY 
Dec 27 
at 


Friday, Dec. 2ist @ 9.00pm 
Saturday Dec 22nd @ 9.00pm 
Sunday Dec 23rd @ 9.00pm 
Wednesday Dec 26th @ 9.00pm 


The Buzz Karaoke Band 
Thursday Dec 27th @ 9.00pm 


www myspace com/HennessysUpstairs 


Dec 30 | Years 
at 347 


Continued from p 27 

HENNESSY’S UPSTAIRS | Boston 
Kick 

1/D | Boston | 10 pm | “Riddim Fri 

days” with Evalast Movement + 

Selecta J. Cool 

INTERNATIONAL | Boston | 10 pm | 
“Friday After Next” with Dj] Chubby 

Chub + Dj Bully 

JOHNNY D'S | Somerville | Mango 

Blue 

JUKEBOX | Boston | Top 40, retro 

KENNEDY'S MIDTOWN | Boston | 

Glenn Michael 

KITTY O’SHEAS | Boston | Upstairs 


Fusion Fridays” with Dj Artie V | 


Downstairs | DJ G 
LA LUNA CAFE 
Grass Cypsys 
LANDING @ 7 CENTRAL | Manches 
ter | Carol Meade 
LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | Ronnie 
Ron Trio 
LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | jesse 
Ciarmataro & Further From Zen + 
Jesse Dee + Jennifer Creer 
LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | Provi 
dence, RI | Itchy Fish (Pear Jam trib 
ute) + C.0.A.D.M. + Moodis Noise 
MADDY’'S | Saugus | “Meet Me at 
Maddy’s” 
MANTRA | Boston | “Flow Friday” 
hip-hop, rock, 80s, mashups, and 
house with Dj K Rich 
MARBLEHEAD LANDING | Marbie- 
head | Three Toad Sloth 
MATT MURPHY’S | £ 
Day Threshold 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambri 
Chris Wagner + Rob Cushing 
MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | Cam- 
ay Rock Show” 


fiect + Halo 


Hill Dam 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Breakfast + Boatyard Resin 
+ Route .44 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge 
Dj Knife 

MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | 10 
pm | Thunder Hands 

MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | “Milky 

Way Holiday Ext and Fund 


lesque + Djs Dafna & Stella + D) Rij 
MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | 8 
|5 pm | Eamonn Sheehan | 9 pm 
Sunday's Weil 

O’BRIEN’S | Allston | Midnight 
Creeps + Curses + Vagiant + Radio 
Knives 

OUTPOST | Cambridge | Gary Field 
man 

PADDY 0’S | Boston | Fast Times 
PARADISE LOUNGE | Boston | Love- 
whip 

PAS LOUNGE | Somerville | Tristan 
Da Cunha + Outfielders + Paper Thin 
Stages + Night Trees + Paul & Joe De- 
George + Tonie Da Bookie 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
“Pretty Little Things” with Dj Vinny 
PLACE | Boston | 10 pm | VJ Laptop 
PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 
pm | Mente + Triple Thick + Velv 
etones + Rodentt 

PUG’S BAR AND GRILL | Cambridee 

| Dj Stets 

REDLINE | Cambridge | “The Friday 
Alternative” with Dj KC Hallett 
REGATTABAR | Cambridge | 7:30 + 10 
pm | Andy Bey 

REVOLUTION ROCK BAR | Boston | 
Bearfight 

RISE | Boston | 1:30 am | “Orbit” with 
Djs Alterimage + Carl Joachim + Vox 
RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Schso- 
phonic” 

ROXY | Boston | 6:30 pm | “ath An- 
nual Wreck the Halls Holiday Show” 
with Street Dogs + Darkbuster + 
Death & Taxes | 10 pm | “Sexy Friday” 
with Dj Val Beatz 

RUMOR | Boston | “The Zoo” with 
Sam Sokol + Scott Farrell 

RUN OF THE MILL TAVERN | Plym- 
outh | Hot Sauce Band 

RYLES | Cambridge | Cinco Elementos 
SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 6 
pm | Radioactive Rustiers | 9 pm | 
Jeremy Lyons 


STREET DOGS play the Roxy Friday. 


SCRUFFY MURPHY’S | Dorchester | 
“Party Time” with Dj Jen 
711 BISTRO & SUSHI BAR | Boston 
| 10:30 pm | “Club Fridays~ with Dj 
Silent Partner 
SUSHI ISLAND | Wakefield | 6:45 + 
7:50 + 9:10 pm | Akiko + Jack Senier 
TERRACE LOUNGE | Boston | 5:30 
pm | Fitzsimmons & Price | 9 pm | 
Modern Manners 
TOAD | Cambridge | 10 pm | Coots 
TOAST | Somerville | “Dyke Night” 
TOMMY DOYLE’S HARVARD | 
Cambridge | 9:30 pm | Lonesomes | 
Midnight | DJ Special K 
TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cam- 
bridge | “A Benefit for Jeanne” with 
Shods + Pills + Ad Frank + Down 
beat 5 + Scarce + Auto Interiors + 
Jonny Pape 
21st AMENDMENT | Boston | Dj 
Sean Daly 
UMBRIA ULTRA LOUNGE & NIGHT- 
CLUB | Boston | Third Floor | House 
| Fourth + Fifth Floors | Hip-hop, 
Top 40 
VERTIGO | Boston | “Dream Lounge” 
international, Latin, house wi 
Dj Marcocci | vocal & high en 
house with Dj Soulheris 
WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | 9:30 pm 
Jason Palmer & Warren Wolf Jazz 
Collective 
WAVE SPORTS PUB | Waltham | 
“Karaoke & Dj Show” with Dj Todd 
Champeon 
WEST STREET GRILLE | Boston | 
Top 40, funk, dance with Djs Gabe 
+ Lazee Boy 
WONDER BAR | Allston | Upstairs | 
Dj Dirty Dek 
ZUZU | Cambridge | “Solid!” with Die 
Young + Etan 


SATURDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ABBEY LOUNGE | Somerville | Main 
Stage | Victims + Classic Ruins + 
Mess Me Ups + Nothing But En 
emies + Joey Boy 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE | Acton | 7 + 9:30 
pm | Love Dogs 

ANTHEM | Boston | 10 pm | “Latin 
Fever” 

ASGARD | Cambridge | Beantown 
Project 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 6 
pm | Smalls 

BAR @ TA] BOSTON | Boston | 6 pm | 
Eugene Maslov 

BILL'S BAR | Boston | Cherry + Pros- 
pect Hill + Elephant Riders + Chris 
D'Agnese 

BOSTON ROCKS | Boston | Interac- 
tive video, Top 40, dance & hip-hop 
party with VJ Johnnie Walker 
BRUBURGER’S | Framingham | Trick 
Bag 

BULFINCH YACHT CLUB | Boston | 
Gash Station + A Dreamscape Cha- 
otic + Never Whispered 

BULL RUN | Shirley | Dennis Pacy + 
Steve & Zach Smith 

CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | Up- 
stairs | Fatback Band | Downstairs 

| Andrea Gillis Band + Russians + T 
Max Peace Chor-us + Emily Crogan 
Band 


CATBIRD COFFEEHOUSE @ NEW 
ENGLAND WILDLIFE CENTER | 
South Weymouth | 4 pm | “Folk & 
Blues Open Mic” 

CHANTEY @ MARINA BAY | Quincy | 
8 pm | Dj Silent Pa 
CHURCH | Boston | Walter Sickert & 
the Army of Broken Toys + B 
wan + Boston Typewriter Orc 
+S. Joe Hazelwood 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 + 10 
pm | Lori McKenna + Save Macaulay 
COLONIAL INN | Concord | I 
Smith + Workingman 
COMMON GROUND | A)! 
crate Mercenary 
DANTE’S OF MARLBOROUGH @ 
FIREFLY’S | Marlborough | Chowda 
Heads 

DANTE’S OF QUINCY @ FIREFLY’S | 
Quincy | Fat City Band 

DBAR | Dorchester | “Club Hits” 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR | 
Brighton | “Mixes & Remixes” with 
DJs Daniel Spurling + Chris Deorio 
DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 10 
pm | Sweep the Leg 


DOC’S SPORTS BAR & GRILLE 


hestra 


Milk 


Milford | Soul Ambition 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL 
Salem | DC4 


ENCORE LOUNGE | Boston | “Open 
Mic” with Carol O’Sh 
ENORMOUS ROOM | ( 
Claw + Ms. Thang 
ESTATE | Boston | 10 pm | “Satisfac 
tion Saturdays” with DJ Costa 
FELT | Boston | Lounge | “s 
Club Saturdays” with DJ Profenna | 
Nightclub | DJ Mike Bose 

GOOD LIFE | Boston | 10 pm | Statik 
Selektah 

GREAT SCOTT | Allston | Tulsa + 
Mean Creek + Wonderful Spells + 
Deer Tick 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Edgewa- 
ter Road 

G-SPOT | Boston | “Deep, Sexy 
House” with Djs Mike Traylor + 

Paul Incus 

HARPERS FERRY | Allston | “Christ- 
mas for the Kids” benefit show with 
Meet the Day + Michael Bernier 

& the Uprising + Tim Blane + Jim 
Hogg Armada 

HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 
ton | Incadence 

HENNESSY’S UPSTAIRS | Boston | 
Syndicate 

1/D | Boston | 10 pm | “Heroes” with 
Dj Chris Ewen 

JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | Spurs + 
Girl Howdy 

JUKEBOX | Boston | Top 4o and retro 
dance night 

KITTY O’SHEAS | Boston | “Plan B 
Saturdays” with Dj Creg G 

LANDING @ 7 CENTRAL | Manches- 
ter | Toni & Dave 

LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | Al Vega 
LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | “Sub 
Rosa” with Rose Polenzani & Friends 
LUCKY’S LOUNGE | Boston | 10 pm | 
Dj Yamin 

MADDY’S | Saugus | “Meet Me at 
Maddy’s” 

MANTRA | Boston | “Seductive Sat- 
urday” hip-hop, rock, 80s, mash- 
ups, and house with Dj Liam 


MARBLEHEAD LANDING | Marble- 
head | Code 52 

MATRIX | Boston | Dj Val Beatz 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 
| 10 pm | Otis Crove 

MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | Lemonheads + Racoon + 
New Rivals 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | “Holiday Hip-Hop Show 
case” with Sanat + Savin Ill + DJ 
Lump 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge 

| DJ Kon 

MINWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | 10 
pm | Mission Hill + 88 Topaz + 78 
Revolutions 

MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | “Man 
go’s Latin Night” with Lee Wilson + 
Dj Baby Boricua 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 
Sunday's Well 

NIGHT GAMES | Somerville | “Sexy 
Saturday” with Roy Barboza + 
Hustle Simmons 

O’BRIEN’S | Allston | Sin of Angels 
+ Psycho + Rampant Decay + Disc 
Junky Alex Onslaught 

OLIVER'S | Boston | “The Play 
ground” with Hustle Simmons 
OUTPOST | Cambridge | Dave Max- 
well & the Electrosonics 

PADDY O'S | Boston | Dj Select 
PALLADIUM | Worcester | 7 pm | 
Acacia Strain + Despised Icon + Full 
Blown Chaos + Tony Danza Tap 
Dance Extravaganza + Ligeia 
PARADISE LOUNGE | Boston | Gri- 
mis + Basement Band + Havemores 
+ Charlie 

P.A’S LOUNGE | Somerville | Camp 
bell Apartment + Streightangular + 
Freeways 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
“Boom Boom Room” new wave, 
disco with Dj Vinny 

PLACE | Boston | Vj Laptop 
PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 
pm | Wheelers & Dealers 

PUG’S BAR AND GRILL | Cambridge 
| Karaoke with Dj Stets 

RACK | Boston | “Sound Factory” 
with Dj Brian Roche 

REDLINE | Cambridge | “Soul Shack” 
with DJ Inkognito 

RISE | Boston | 1:30 am | “Storm” 
with DJs Deka + Filthy + Swells 
RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Break- 
Down” with Djs Elament + Boo Boo 
Danger 

ROXY | Boston | 10 pm | “Gay 
Saturdays @ Epic: Chris Harris’ 
Birthday!” with Richie Ladue + jeff 
Leclair 

RYLES | Cambridge | Lance Martin 
Band 

SABUR RESTAURANT | Somerville 
| 10:30 pm | Alec Speigelman + Joe 
Kessler + Tev Stevig + Vesselin Ne- 
deltchev 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 5 pm 
| Tom Hagerty Band | 9 pm | Stan 
Martin & the Honkytonk Heroes 
SCRUFFY MURPHY’S | Dorchester | 
“Party Time” with Dj Jen 

711 BISTRO & SUSHI BAR | Boston | 
10:30 pm | “Karaoke Saturdays” 
SUNSET CAFE | Cambridge | Receita 
de Samba 


ECEMBER 21, 2007 ARTS MUSIC EVENTS THE BOSTON PHOENIX 
ANDY BEY 
McCOY TYNER 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 
had ENNETT STREET, CAMBRIDG A 0213 burn + Debris + Triage + Before the 
2 ‘ . Rise + Escape 2 Everything + Birch 
ne 
AS 
t 4 ge raiser” with Thru the Keyhold Bur 
. 
OLIDAY HILARITY SCHEDULE 


CLUB DIRECTORY 


ABBEY LOUNGE | 617.441.9631 | 3 
Beacon St, Somerville 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE | 978.263.6161 
452 Creat Rd, Acton 
ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | 617.477.5742 
| 435 South Huntington Ave, 
Jamaica Plain 

ALL ASIA CAFE | 617.497.1544 

334 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
AMAZING THINGS ART CENTER | 
508.405.ARTS | 55 Nicholas 
Rd, Framingham 

ANTHEM | 617.523.8383 | 138 
Portland St, Boston 

ARSENAL CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

| 617.923.0100 | 321 Arsenal St, 
Watertown 

ASGARD | 617.577.9100 | 350 
Mass Ave, Cambridge 
ATWOO0’S TAVERN | 617.864.2792 
| 877 Cambridge St, Cambridge 
BAR @ TAj BOSTON | 617.536.5700 
| 15 Arlington St, Boston 
BEACHCOMBER | 617.479.8989 

| 797 Wollaston Beach Blvd, 
Quincy 

BALL'S BAR | 617.421.9678 | 5.5 
Lansdowne St, Boston 
BOSTON ROCKS | 617.726.1110 

| Faneuil Hall Marketplace, 
Boston 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB | 
617.522.5386 | 378 Centre St, 
Jamaica Plain 

BRUBURGER'’S | 508.879.1579 

| 666 Waverly St, Framingham 
BULFINCH YACHT CLUB | 
617.723.0800 | 234 Friend St, 
Boston 

BULL RUN | 978.425.4311 | Rte 
2A, Shirley 

BURREN | 617.776.6896 | 247 Elm 
St, Davis Square, Somerville 
CANTAB LOUNGE | 617.354.2685 | 
738 Mass Ave, Central Square, 
Cambridge 

CATBIRD COFFEEHOUSE @ NEW 
ENGLAND WILDLIFE CENTER | 
781.682.4878 | 500 Columbia 
St, South Weymouth 
CHAMPIONS BAR 6 GRILLE | 
617.435.5778 | 170 Broad St, 
Lynn 

CHANTEY @ MARINA BAY | 
617.770.4121 | 333 Victory Rd, 
Quincy 

(CHURCH | 617.236.7600 | 69 
Kilmarnock St, Boston 
CLARK'S IN FANEUIL HALL | 
617.227.7800 | 21 Merchant's 
Row, Boston 

CLUB 58 | 617.471.7788 | 58 Ross 
Way, Quincy 

CLUB MIRAGE | 617.445.0607 | 
888 Tremont St, Boston 

CLUB PASSIM | 617.492.7679 | 47 
Palmer St, Harvard Square, 
Cambridge 

COLONIAL INN | 978.369.9200 | 48 
Monument Square, Concord 
COMEDY CONNECTION @ KOWLOON 
| 617.248.9700 | 948 Broadway, 
Saugus 

COMEDY CONNECTION | 
617.248.9700 | Upstairs @ Fa- 
neuil Hall, Boston 

COMEDY STUDIO | 617.661.6507 | 
1236 Mass Ave, Cambridge 


SUSHI ISLAND | Wakefield | 6:45 + 
7:50 + 9:10 pm | Steve Heck 
TERRACE LOUNGE | Boston | Mod- 
ern Manners 

THIRSTY EAR PUB | Cambridge | 
“Hilarium” with Grownup Noise 
THIRSTY SCHOLAR PUB | Somer- 
ville | DJ Sean 

TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Jason 
Myles Goss | 10 pm | Melvern Taylor 
& His Fabulous Meltones 

TOAST | Somerville | Mystix 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cam- 
bridge | “Xmas Rock & Roll Odyssey 
Vv” with Johnny Carlevale & His 
Band of All-Stars + Bourbonaires + 
Ace Brown & His Ohio Valley Boys 
+ Rocky Velvet + Nate Gibson & the 
Gas House Gang + Johnny Carlev- 
ale & the Rollin’ Pins + Dazzling 
Dames Burlesque 

21st AMENDMENT | Boston | D) 
Sean Daly 

UMBRIA ULTRA LOUNGE & 
NIGHTCLUB | Boston | Third Floor | 


Deep & funky house | Fourth + Fifth 


Floors | Hip-hop, Top 40 


COMMON GROUND | 617.783.2071 
| 83-87 Harvard Ave, Allston 
COTTONWOOD CAFE | 

617.247 222 Berkeley St, 
Boston 

DANTE’S OF MARLBOROUGH @ 
FIREFLY'S | 508.35 
East Main St, M. 
DANTE'S OF QUINCY 
| 617.471.0001 | 516 Adams St, 
Quincy 

DBAR | 617.265.4490 | 1236 
Dorchester Ave, Dorchester 
DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR | 
617.779.8822 | 332 Washington 
St, Brighton 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COM- 

EDY VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | 
617.482.0110 | 124 Boylston 
St, Boston 

DICK'S LAST RESORT | 
617.267.8080 | Quincy Mar- 
ket, Boston 

DOC'S SPORTS BAR & GRILLE | 
508.634.4000 | 340 East Main 
St, Milford 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 
978.745.0139 | 7 Dodge St, 
Salem 

DRAFT | 617.783.9400 | 34 Har- 
vard Ave, Allston 

DRUID | 617.497.0965 | 1357 
Cambridge St, Cambridge 
DURTY NELLY’S | 617.742.2090 | 
108 Blackstone St, Boston 
ELEPHANT CASTLE | 
617.350.9977 | 161 Devonshire 
St, Boston 

EMBASSY | 617.536.2100 | 30 
Lansdowne St, Boston 
EMERALD ISLE | 617.288.0010 

| 1501 Dorchester Ave, 
Dorchester 

ENCORE LOUNGE | 617.728.2162 | 
275 Tremont St, Boston 
ENORMOUS ROOM | 617.491.5599 
| 567 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
ESTATE | 617.351.7000 |1 
Boylston Place, Boston 

FELT | 617.338.6999 | 533 Wash- 
ington St, Boston 

FIREFLY"S UNPLUGGED | 

508 .820.3333 | 235 Old Con- 
necticut Path, Framingham 
FIREPLACE | 617.975.1900 | 1634 
Beacon St, Brookline 

GOOD LIFE | 617.451.2622 | 28 
Kingston St, Boston 

GRAFTON STREET PUB & GRILL | 
617.497.0400 | 1230 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge 

GREATEST BAR | 617.367.0544 | 
262 Friend St, Boston 

GREAT SCOTT | 617.734.4502 | 
1222 Comm Ave, Allston 
GREEN DRAGON | 617.367.0055 | 
2 Marshall St, Boston 
G-SPOT | 617.423.6767 | Down- 
town Crossing, Boston 
HANNAH'S | 617.629.5302 | 499 
Broadway, Somerville 

HARD ROCK CAFE | 617.353.1400 | 
131 Clarendon St, Boston 
HARPERS FERRY | 617.254.9743 | 
158 Brighton Ave, Allston 
HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | 
617.742.2121 | 25 Union St, 
Boston 


222¢ 


VERTIGO | Boston | “Vertigo Saturday” 
hip-hop, R&B, house, and reggae 


with Dj Ron Steel 


WAVE SPORTS PUB | Waltham | 
“Karaoke & Dj Show” with Dj Todd 


Champeon 


WEST STREET GRILLE | Boston | 
Top 40, funk, dance with Djs Gabe + 


Lazee Boy 


WHO'S ON FIRST | Boston | 10 pm | 
Djs Garfield + Disciple + Nate 
WONDER BAR | Aliston | Upstairs | DJ 
Braun Johnson | Downstairs | DJ Turbz 
ZUZU | Cambridge | “Soul-Le-Lu-jah” 


with John Funke 


SUNDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 


addresses 


HENNESSY’S UPSTAIRS | 
617.742.2121 | 25 Union St, 
Boston 

HONG KONG @ FANEUIL HALL 
617.227.2226 | 65 Chatham St, 
Boston 
| 617.2 
own 
IMPROV ASYLUM | 617.263.6887 
26 Hanover St 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE 
617.576. 125 


1253 Cambnidg 
St, Cambridge 
INTERNATIONAL | 617 
184 High St, Boston 

JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT | 
617.338.8586 | 33 Stuart St, 
Boston 

JACQUE'S | 617.426.8902 | 79 
Broadway, Boston 

JOHNNY D'S | 617.776.2004 | 17 
Holland St, Davis Square, 
Somerville 

JOSHUA TREE | 617.623.9910 | 
256 Elm St, Somerville 
JUKEBOX | 617.338 .ROXY | 275 
Tremont St, Boston 
KENNEDY'S MIDTOWN | 
617.426.3333 | 42 Province St, 
Boston 

KINGS | 617.266.2695 | 10 Scotia 
St, Boston 

KITTY O’SHEAS | 617.725.0100 | 
131 State St, Boston 

LAUWNA CAFE | 617.576.3400 | 
403 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
LANDING @ 7 CENTRAL | 
978.526.7494 | 7 Central St, 
Manchester 

LES ZYGOMATES | 617.542.5108 | 
129 South St, Boston 

ULY PAD | 617.395.1393 | 1353 
Cambridge St, Cambridge 
LIZARD LOUNGE | 617.547.0759 

| 1667 Mass Ave, below Cam- 
bridge Common Restaurant, 
Cambridge 

LUCKY"S LOUNGE | 617.357. LUCK 
| 355 Congress St, Boston 
LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | 
401.272.5876 | 79 Washington 
St, Providence, RI 

MADOY'S | 781.231.1185 | 1639 
Broadway, Saugus 

MANTRA | 617.542.8111 | 52 
Temple St, Boston 
MARBLEHEAD LANDING | 
781.639.1266 | 81 Front St, 
Marblehead 

MARCO POLO | 978.356.0277 | 141 
High St, Ipswich 

MATRIX | 617.338.ROXY | 275 
Tremont St, Boston 

MATT MURPHY’S | 617.232.0188 | 
14 Harvard St, Brookline 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | 617.864. 
EAST | 480 Mass Ave, Central 
Square, Cambridge 

MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | 
617.864.EAST | 480 Mass Ave, 
Central Square, Cambridge 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | 
617.864.EAST | 472 Mass Ave, 
Central Square, Cambridge 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE |617.868. MSEX 
| 325 Mass Ave, Carmbridge 
MIDWAY CAFE | 617.524.9038 | 
3496 Washington St, Jamaica 
Plain 

MILKY WAY | 617.524.3740 | @ 
Bella Luna, 405 Centre St, 
Jamaica Plain 


196.6270 


David Dancer 


9 Pound Bag 


Street Band 


ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica Piain | 
10 pm | Coachmen 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 
12:30 am | “Jazz Brunch” with N.S.J.T. | 
9 pm | Klezmer for Christmas 

BILL'S BAR | Boston | “KRucial Reggae 
Sunday” with Dj Quinton 

CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | “Can- 
dy’s Blues, Jazz & Rock Jam” 

CHURCH | Boston | Djs Dirty Jean + 


CLARK’S IN FANEUIL HALL | Boston | 


CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7:30 pm | 
Aine Minogue 

COLONIAL INN | Concord | 7 pm | “The 
Folk Tradition” with Fitz 
COTTONWOOD CAFE | Boston | D 


MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN 
617.338.5656 | 77 Broad St, 
Boston 

NIGHT GAMES | 617.628.1000 | 
@ the Holiday Inn, 30 Wash 


bridge 


NO. 9 ALE HOUSE | 781.321.0265 


118 Ferry St, Mal 
O'BRIEN’S | 61 


vard Ave 
Beacon St ookline 
OUVER'S 536.4840 | @ the 
Cask N’ Flagon, 62 Brookline 
Ave, Boston 

OUTPOST | 617.876.0860 | 186 
Hampshire St, Cambridge 
PADDY O'S | 617.367.2114 | 33 
Union St, Boston 

PALLADIUM | 508.797.9696 | 262 
Main St, Worcester 

PARADISE LOUNGE | 
617.562.8814 | 969 Comm Ave, 
Boston 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB | 
617.562.8800 | 967 Comm 
Ave, Boston 

PARRIS | 617.248.9900 | Quincy 
Market, Faneuil Hall, Boston 
P.A!S LOUNGE | 617.776.1557 | 345 
Somerville Ave, Somerville 
PHOENIX LANDING | 
617.576.6260 | 512 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge 

PLACE | 617.523.2081 | 2 Broad 
St, Boston 

PLOUGH & STARS | 617.576.0032 | 
912 Mass Ave, Cambridge 
PUG'S BAR AND GRILL | 
617.491.9616 | 635 Cambridge 
St, Cambridge 

PURPLE SHAMROCK | 
617.227.2060 | 1 Union St, 
Boston 

RACK | 617.725.1051 | 24 Clinton 
St, Boston 

RAMROD | 617.266.2986 | 1254 
Boylston St, Boston 

REDLINE | 617.491.9851 | 59 JFK 
St, Cambridge 

REGATTABAR | 617.395.7757 | 
Charles Hotel, 1 Berinett St, 
Harvard Square, Cambridge 
REMINGTON’S | 617.574.9676 | 
124 Boyiston St, Boston 
REVOLUTION ROCK BAR | 
617.261.4200 | 200 High St, 
Boston 

RHUMB LINE | 978 283.9732 | 40 
Railroad Ave, Gloucester 

RISE | 617.423.7473 | 306 Stuart 
St, Boston 

RIVER GODS | 617.576.1881 | 125 
River St, Cambridge 

ROXY | 617.338.ROXY | 279 
Tremont St, Boston 

RUBY ROOM | 617.557.9950 | 
Onyx Hotel, 155 Portland St, 
Boston 

RUMOR | 617.422.0045 | 100 
Warrenton St, Boston 

RUN OF THE MILL TAVERN | 
508.830.1262 | 6 Spring Ln, 
Plymouth 

RYLES | 617.876.9330 | 212 
Hampshire St, Cambridge 
SABUR RESTAURANT | 
617.776.7890 | 22 Holland St, 
Somerville 


34.0049 | 1010 


SAGRA | 617.625.4200 | 400 
Highland Ave, Somerville 


SALLY O'BRIEN’S | 617.666.3589 
| 335 Somerville Ave, Somerville 
SAMBA BAR & GRILL | 617 

608 Somerville Ave, 


SCRUFFY MURPHY’S 
617.282.6606 | 1333 Dorchester 
Ave, Dorchester 

SERAFINA 


71 BISTRO & SUSHI 
617.437.0002 | 711 Bi 
Boston 

SIT N BULL PUB | 978.897.7232 | 163 
Main St, Maynard 

68 LOUNGE | 617.742.0306 | 6 Bea 
con St, Boston 

SOLSTICE CAFE | 617.566.5958 
1625 Tremont St Boston 

SUITE | 617.351.7000 | 1 Boylston 
Pl, Boston 

SUNSET CAFE | 617.547.2938 | 851 
Cambridge St, Cambridge 
‘SUSHI ISLAND | 781.224.3479 | 397 
Main St, Wakefield 

TAMBOO | 508.584.8585 | 25 Main 
St, Brockton 

TAP | 617.367.0833 | 19 Union St, 
Boston 

TEMPLO | 781.608.7686 | 649 Lyn- 
nway, Lynn 

TERRACE LOUNGE | 617.236.5800 

| @ the Marriott Hotel Copley 
Place, 110 Huntington Ave, 
Boston 

THIRSTY EAR PUB | 617.258.9754 | 
305 Memorial Dr, Cambridge 
THIRSTY SCHOLAR PUB | 
617.497.2294 | 70 Beacon St, 
Somerville 

TOAD | 617.497.4950 | 1912 Mass 
Ave, Porter Square, Cambridge 
TOAST | 617.623.9211 | 70 Union 
Square, Somerville 

TOMMY DOYLE’S HARVARD | 
617.864.1311 | 96 Winthrop St, 
Cambridge 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | 617.492. 
BEAR | 10 Brookline St, Central 
Square, Cambridge 

Zist AMENDMENT | 617.227.7100 

| Bowdoin St, Beacon Hill, 
Boston 

UMBRIA ULTRA LOUNGE & NIGHT- 
CLUB | 617.338.1000 | 295 Frank- 
lin St, Boston 

UPS N DOWNS | 617.436.9589 | 469 
Nepanset Ave, Dorchester 
VERTIGO | 617.723.7277 | 126 State 
St, Boston 

VINALIA RESTAURANT | 
617.737.1777 | 34 Summer St, 
Boston 

WALLY’S CAFE | 617.424.1408 | 427 
Mass Ave, Boston 

WAVE SPORTS PUB | 781.894.7014 
| 41 Waverly Oaks Rd, 
Waltham 

WESTERN FRONT | 617.492.7772 | 
343 Western Ave, Cambridge 
WEST STREET GRILLE | 
617.423.0300 | 15 West St, 
Boston 

WHO'S ON FIRST | 617.247.3353 | 
19 Yawkey Way, Fenway Park, 
Boston 

WONDER BAR | 617.351.COOL | 
186 Harvard Ave, Allston 
ZUZU | 617.864.EAST | 474 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 


978.371.9050 | 195 


ESTATE | Boston | 10 pm | “Estate 
Sundays” 

GRAFTON STREET PUB & GRILL | 
Cambridge | Beantown Project 
GREAT SCOTT | Allston | “Lemming 
trail Holiday Party” with DJ Kevin 
“Lonewolf” Droscoll 

GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Velvet 
Morning 

HARD ROCK CAFE | Boston | 7 pm | 
Slip Kid & Gary Cherone (Who tribute) 
HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Boston | 


Sweep the Leg 


HONG KONG @ FANEUIL HALL | Bos- 


ton | “Sinful Sunday” 


JACQUE’S | Boston | “Diamond Dun- 
hill’s Drag-Ons Review” 
JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | 9 am | “Jazz 


Brunch” with Matt Dorko + Larry 


ABBEY LOUNGE | Somerville | Main 
Stage | Alright Jr. + Bugo + Black 
Noise Scam 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE | Acton | 11 am | 
“Jazz Brunch” with Paul Broadnax 
Trio | 4 pm | “Jazz Jam” with Phyll 
Argyris | 8 pm | “Brazilian Music 
Night” with Joao Marcos 


DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 7 pm 
| Jonno 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Salen 
| Organism 

DURTY NELLY’S | Boston | Mike Barrett 
ENCORE LOUNGE | Boston | “Open 
Mic” with Matt Pryor + Emily 
Shackelton 


Kuker | 4:30 pm | “Open Blues jam” 
KENNEDY'S MIDTOWN | Boston | Dear 
Avery + Abbey Lappen 40+ + Bn’M 
Acoustic Revue 

MIDOLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 
“Belly Dancing” with DJ Garabed 

+ Sahar 

Continued on p 30 


Conscious HIP HOP “101” 


Friday, December 21 
ROOTS REGGAE & 
DANCEHALL DJ'S featuring 
PROGRESSIVE YOUTH. 


Saturday, December 22 
Reggae Sensation ERROL 
STRENGTH & D CONSCIOUS BAND 
Live ROOTS reggae. 


Years Great Music 


THURSDAY, DEC 20 
ACOUSTIC ROOTS ROCK 


ONE FINE MORNING 


LATIN DANCE 
MANGO BLUE 


SATURDAY, DEC 
ROCKIN’ HILLBILLY DANCE PARTY! 
THE SPURS 
GIRL HOWDY 


SUNDAY, DEC 23 
OPEN BLUES JAM 4:30 - 8:30PM 
SALSA NIGHT W/ LIVE BAND 
LESSONS 9:00 - 10:PM 
DANCE PARTY 10:00- 12:00PM 


MONDAY, DEC 
MUSIC 
BAR OPEN UNTIL 6:00 


TUESDAY, DEC 25 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
MUSIC 
BAR OPENS 6:00 


THURSDAY, DEC 
REGGAE 
VIBEWISE 


FRi, DEC 
BLUES JAZZ GUITAR 
DUKE ROBILLARD BAND 


SATURDAY, DEC 
REGGAE/ WORLD FUNK 
ENTRAIN 
RELEASE PARTY! 


MONDAY, DEC 
NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY 
TARBOX RAMBLERS 
CALL FOR MORE INFO 

617-776-2004 


COMING SOON: 


TUE. JAN. 1- NEW YEAR'S DAY BRUNCH 
FRI. JAN. 4- PRESSURE COOKER 

SAT. JAN. S LUTHER JOHNSON 

TUE. JAN. 8 SARAH LEVECQUE 

WED. JAN. 9- LEE GENESIS 

THU. JAN. 10- BOSTON T PARTY 

FRI. JAN. 11- LAURA VECCHIONE 

SAT. JAN. 12- MEMPHIS ROCKABILLY / 
BLUE RIBBONS 

TUE. JAN. 15- PAUL RISHELL 

& ANNIE RAINES 

WED. JAN. 16- HEATHER 

& THE BARBARIANS 

THU. JAN. 17- CLINTON FEARON 

FRI. JAN 18- WORLD'S GREATEST 
SINNERS 

SAT. JAN. 19- BEATLE JUICE 

TUE. JAN. 22- REUNION BAND 


WWW JOHNNYDS.CO 


Bar & 
Grill 


PUGS 


Open Mic 
Night 
Bart Steele 


635 Cambridge Street 
East Cambridge, MA 


617-491-9616 


Thursday December 20th 


The Scrooges 
Blow Your Face Out 


Friday December 21st 
The Pill: 
Retrosieeper 
DJs Ken & Michael V. 


Saturday December 22nd 
Tulsa 
Mean Creek 
Wonderful Spells 
Deertick 


Sunday December 23rd 
Lemmingtrail: 
BLT Holiday Party Band i 
DJ Kevin “Lonewolf” Driscoll 


Tuesday December 25th 
Happy Holidays! 


Wednesday December 26th 
Leedz Edutainment: 
Twas The Night After Christmas 


Gee.Ko 
Hosted by Mr. Peter Parker 
Please visit our website for times 
www greatscottboston com J 
1222 Commonweath Ave 
a Allston, MA 02134 “ 


Traditional BBQ 
Fire in that Kitchen.” 
Tue-Sat 511ipm 


Mainstage 


1221 Cinco Elementos 
12-22 Lance Martin Band 


12.27 Temporada Latina 
12-28 Viernes de Vacilon eg 
12.29 Mr. Nick and the Dirty Tricks 
12.31 New Year's Eve 
with the Boston Horns 
Dancehall 
TUE Noche Latina 
HU Temporada Latina 4 
Ri Viernes de Vacilon 
Salsa Sundays 


ras | 
ete ington St, Somerville Thursday, December 20 
NOIR | 617.233.6363 | Charles ville 
Hotel, 1 Bennett St, Cam 
den | 
i 6245 | 3 Har dbury Rd ncord | 
Start 8:00 
Stets 
Sat 
8:00 pm | 
FOR INFO 
‘out our new we 
‘Ac ¢ Guitar: 
7:00pm 
u P/T OWN 
| 
Exposition 
4 Greater Good 
Blak Madeen 
q Oak Lonetree 
Black Legend 
; 
q 
HOLLAND ST. DAVIS $Q. SOMERV 


$27.5 0 ON | SALE Ni ow 


Continued from p 29 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | ( 


MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN 


ke Ba 


OUTPOST Cambridge Crock 


PADDY 
PHOENIX LANDING 


w Se 


PLOUGH & STARS Cambridge | 5 


pm | Frank Drake &t 


istocrats 
9 


m | Frank More 

PURPLE SHAMROCK Boston 
James McKenna Duo 

RACK | Boston | 7 pm | “Battle of 
the Bands” 


MARLBOROUGH] 


Port 


Chowda Heads 


Classic and Modern Rock 


Millhouse 


Rock 


Lydia Warren 
Blues, Rock 


James 
Harmonicat 


Fat City Band 


Roadhouse Jam 


Drivin’ 
Blind 
Tempo Blues Rock 


Blind Billy 


The Spectacles 
Old Blues 


Discounted Parking 
www.comedyconnectionboston.com 


THIS WEEKEND! 


From the movies “John Q.,” 
“The Score” and “Harold Kumar 
Whitecastle 


ANGELO TSAROUCHAS 


NEW YEAR’s EVE! 


TRACY MORGAN 


STEWE SWEENEY 


EVERY THURSDAY! 


“The R-Rated Hypnotist” 
FRANK SANTOS 


JOHN PINETTE 


RISE | Boston | 1:30 am | “Earth” 
RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Action 
Sunday” punk, garage, rock with 
Dinos + Amy + John Funke 
RYLES | Cambridge | 10 am | “Sun 
day Jazz Brunch” with Yoko Miwa 
SALLY O'BRIEN’S | Somerville | 5 
pm | Sit Down Baby | 9 pm | White 
Owls 
6B LOUNGE | Boston | “Open Mic 
Night” hosted by Christie Leigh 
SUITE | Boston | “International 
Sundays” 
TEMPLO | Lynn | “Seil Off Sundays” 
reggae, soca, konpa with Master 
Jay + Evalast Movement 
TERRACE LOUNGE | Boston |s pm 
| Ray Santisi Trio 
TOAD | Cambridge | 8 pm | Rebecca 
Correia | 10 pm | Cliff Murphy & 
the Massachusetts Trust Company 
TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cam- 
bridge | “TT's Annual Holiday 
Party” with Popgun Seven + 
Luxury + Charms + Jake Zavracky + 
Corin Ashley + Dirty Truckers + Bo 
+ Snowleopards + East 
Boston Makeout Club 
UPS N DOWNS | Dorchester | “Live 
Karaoke” with Ai 
VERTIGO | Bost Caribbean and 
World Beat with DJ Deville 
WALLY’ s CAFE Boston | 4 pm 

1” with Jason 
Wally’s Step 


hildren 
ZUZU | Cambridge | “Weekend War 
riors” with Professor Z 


MONDAY 


Today's listings contain weekly events 
that may be suspended for the holiday; 
please call ahead before stepping out. 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 
10 pm | Duke Levine Band 
BOSTON ROCKS | Boston | “Mar- 
tini Mondays” 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB | jamaica 
Plain | “Sonic Cinger” down tempo 
lounge, dub with Djs Martini + 
Ah Dub 

BURREN | Somerville | 10 pm | 
“Traditional Irish Music” 
ENCORE LOUNGE | Boston | “Open 
Mic” with Steve Heck 
HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 
ton | Joe Carson 

LILY PAD | Cambridge | 10 pm | 
Fringe 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cam- 
bridge | 10 pm | “Open Mic Night” 
with Roger Nicholson 

MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | 
Samba Lolo 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 
“Makka Monday” hip-hop, reggae 
with Voyager o1 + DJ Uppercut 
PURPLE SHAMROCK | Boston | 
Scott Damgaard 

RHUMB LINE | Gloucester | “Open 
Jam with Leo & Friends” 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Weekly 
Wax" 


TAMBOO | Brocktor 
VERTIGO | 8 


WALLY" CAFE 


s & the Special Blend 


TUESDAY 


AMAZING THINGS ART CENTER 


Framingham z Jam” with Ja 
BAR @ Tal BOSTON 


BURREN | merville | Front R 


with Hugh McGowan 
CHAMPIONS BAR & GRILLE Lynr 


Reggae & Hip Hop Open M 
orchester 
sesdays” with VJ Te 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL 
ENCORE ‘LOUNGE | ton | “Open 
Mi with Bobby Fe Te 
GREEN DRAGON | Bosto 
HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos 
ton | Scott Damgaard 
PURPLE SHAMROCK | Boston | Dj 
Dana Z 
REDLINE | 
palooza” 
RHUMB LINE | Gloucester | “Big 
Tuesday” with Boston Horns 
711 BISTRO & SUSHI BAR | Boston 
| “Strictly Sinatra” with Michael 
Dutra 
TOAST | Somerville | “Singularity: 
IDM, Clitch, Electronic” 
TOMMY DOYLE’S HARVARD | 
Cambridge | “Tuesday Acoustic 
Showcase” 
VERTIGO | Boston | “Defmatch” 
electro-backbeat with DJs 
WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | Wally’s 
Stepchildren 
WONDER BAR | Allston | “Chill 
Zone” with Raj 


WEDNESDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 


Cambridge | “Ipoda 


addresses 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE | Acton |7 pm 

Starchild | 9 pm | Bergonzi, Gertz, 

Kaufman & Cuerrero 

AMAZING THINGS ART CENTER | 

Framingham | “Cabaret Open Mic” 

with Beantown Bound 

ASGARD | Cambridge | “Boston's 

Best Karaoke” 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge 
10 pm | Eric Royer & the Guitar 

Machine 

BAR @ TA] BOSTON | Boston | 6 

pm | Alfredo Cardim 

BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | “Show 

stoppers Karaoke” 

BULFINCH YACHT CLUB | Boston 

Blastranouts + Crimis + Eroica 

CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | 

“Candy's Blues, Jazz & Rock Jam” 

CHURCH | Boston | Preacher Jack + 

Doug MacDonald Band 
COLONIAL INN | Concord | Jimmy 

Mazzy & the Last Minute Men 

COMMON GROUND | Allston | 
“Loaded” with Dj Tony 

DEVLIN’S LOUNGE AND BAR | 
Brighton | “Futurelounge” with Dj 

Dale Charles 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston |7 
pm | Jonno 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | 
Salem | Yankee Swap 

ENCORE LOUNGE | Boston | “Open 
Mic” with Michelle Currie 


FIREFLY’S UNPLUGGED | Framing- 


ham | “Acoustic Blues Open Mic” 
with Bruce Marshall 

FIREPLACE | Brookline | Rob 
Mitzner Trio 

GREAT SCOTT | Allston | “Twas 
the Night After Christmas” with 
Exposition + Greater Good + Blak 
Madeen + Oak Lonetree + Black 
Legend + Gee.Ko + Peter Parker 
GREEN DRAGON | Boston | Ronan 
Quinn 

HARPERS FERRY | Allston | An- 
thony Green + Dear Hunter + Envy 
on the Coast + Days Away 


HENNESSY'S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 


ton | “Buzz Karaoke Band” 

LILY PAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Ra- 
chel Efron 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
Dennis Brennan Band 


MIDDLE EAST CORNER Car 


bridge | “Mi 


+ Every 


Cam 


ink 


Mugg 


&T 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE 
MIDWAY CAFE 

Musk Dance Party 
WAY | Jar 


An 


MR. DOOLEY’ S TAVERN | 

johnny Cash Night” with Ring 
Fire Band 

O'BRIEN’S | Allst lawn Wa 
ters & Croupthin 


PLOUGH STARS 


pm | Bad Art En le 
PUG’'S BAR AND GRILL Cam 
bridge | 7 pm 


RACK | Boston m | DJ Ri 
RAMROD | Bo ston Twitch 
wave, goth, industrial with DJ 
Mac 
REDLINE | Cambridge | “Mood Mo 
saic” with Dj Deano Sounds 
REMINGTON’S | Boston | 8:30 pm | 
Al Vega Trio + Johnny Souza 
RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Primi 
tive Sounds” with Jason Beek + PJ 
Eastman 
SAGRA | Somerville | 7:30 pm | 
Carmen Marsico & Bjorn Wennas 
Quartet 
SERAFINA | Concord | 6:30 pm | 
Paul Broadnax + Natalie Marsh 
711 BISTRO & SUSHI BAR | Boston 
| 10:30 pm | “Jazz Night” 
SIT N BULL PUB | Maynard | 7:30 
pm | “Open Mic” with Seth Con 
nelly 
TAP | Boston | Bruce Jacques 
TERRACE LOUNGE | Boston | 7 pm 
| Al Vega Trio 
TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm 
Ortiz 
TOAST | Somerville | Chandler Tra 
vis Philharmonic 
UPS N DOWNS | Dorchester | “Live 
Karaoke” with Amy 
VERTIGO | Boston | “Anitya” psy 
trance with Djs Dino + Mathwin + 
Dave Henshaw 
VINALIA RESTAURANT | Boston 
Jazz and Art” 
WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | Wally’s 
Stepchildren 
ZUZU | Cambridge | “Roots and 
Razors” 


THURSDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

ABBEY LOUNGE | Somerville | Main 
Stage | Rude Toys + Flail Like Ed + 
CGreenstar + Dan Lawson Band 
ACTON JAZZ CAFE | Acton |7 pm 

| Bobby Cus Croup | 9 pm | “Blues 
Jam” with BJ] Magoon 
ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica 
Plain | 10 pm | Deidre Moncy 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | “The 
Vibe: R&B Soul Thursdays” 
AMAZING THINGS ART CENTER 
| Framingham | “Folk Open Mic” 
with Dan Cloutier + Perry Des 
mond-Davies 

ASGARD | Cambridge | “Rock Band 
(Video Game) Night” 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 
10 pm | Hayride! 

BAR @ TA} BOSTON | Boston | 6 
pm | Bill Duffy 

BILL'S BAR | Boston | Slimpocket 
+ Kgine 

BOSTON ROCKS | Boston! 5 pm | 
“After Work Thursday” 
BULFINCH YACHT CLUB | Boston | 
Tokyo Tramps + Lone Wolf James + 
Mighty Bad Habits 

BURREN | Somerville | Front Room 
| 10 pm | “Traditional Irish Music” 
| Back Room | 10 pm | Swinging 
Johnsons 

CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
Chicken Slacks 

CHURCH | Boston | Lars Vegas + 
Jonathan Sahula 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 +10 
pm | Stephen Kellogg & the Sixers 


| Monique 


Concord | John 


COMMON GROUND Allston 
e Night” 80s, all vinyl with 


DBAR Dorchester | “DLounge 
DEVLIN’S AND BAR 
Brighton art & Dance” with 
DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston 
ve Karaoke” with Brick Park 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL 
Salem | Preacher 
A 
EMBASSY 


sus Lif 


th Djs 


ENCORE LOUNGE | Bos 


n & Mary Callahan + John 


Uptown Hustle” with Dj M I 
ESTATE | Boston | 10 pm | “Clar 
life Thursdays” with Richie Ladue 
FELT | Boston | Bown Street Band 
FIREPLACE | Brookline | Joao Mar 
cos Quartet 
GOOD LIFE | Boston | 10 pm | “Po 
etic Escape” with DJ SoulBack 
GREEN DRAGON | Boston 
ting Vinnies 
HANNAH'S | Somerville | Reggae 
and house with guest Djs 
HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Catch 
22 + Westbound Train + In the Face 
HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 
ton | Flyswitch 
JACOB WIRTH RESTAURANT | 
Boston | 6 pm | Clay Brown Trio 
JOHNNY D'S | Somerville | Vibewise 
JOSHUA TREE | Somerville | 10 pm 
| Onset 
KENNEDY’S MIDTOWN | Boston | 
Ryan Fawcett 
KINGS | Boston | “Let It Out Kara- 
oke Night” 

LA LUNA CAFE | Cambridge | 
“Caminhos Cruzados” with Evelyn 
Rosenthal 

LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | Receita 
de Samba 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
Club d’Elf 

MADDY’S | Saugus | “Island Music 
Dance Party” 

MANTRA | Boston | 10:30 pm | 
“NYC Vault Thursdays” with DJ 
Deka 

MARCO POLO | Ipswich | Soul Band 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cam- 
bridge | “Mighty Mighty Bakery 
Series” with Jason Bennett 
MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS 
Cambridge | “Hometown Throw 
down Night Two” with Mighty 
Mighty Bosstones 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam 
bridge | Shot Heard Round the 
World + New Sabrosa + Hollow 
Sound + Life is Here + January 
Design 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge 

“Make It New” electronic dance 
music 
MIDWAY CAFE | Jamaica Plain | 
“Women's Dance Night + Queera 
oke” with Dj] Summer's Eve 
MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 
Patsy & Johnny 
NOIR | Cambridge | 10 pm | Dj 
Yamin 
NO. 9 ALE HOUSE | Maiden | “Open 
Jam” with Jamie 
PADDY 0'S | Boston | Inbound 
PARADISE LOUNGE | Boston | J- 
Rize + Johnny Regul 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB | Boston | 
TheJOIN + TheNewDeal + Beneven- 
to-Russo Duo 
PARRIS | Boston | Second Chance 
P.A.S LOUNGE | Somerville | 
Concord Ballet Orchestra Players 
+ Ekranoplan + Rob Byrd + A.R. 
Plovnick 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge 
|10 pm | “Elements” drum n bass 
with DJs Crook + Lenore + MDoc 
PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 
pm | Mary Lou Lord 
PURPLE SHAMROCK | Boston | Dj 
Flanagan + Jim Plunkett 
RACK | Boston | Djs Massi + Mike 
Pardi 
REDLINE | Cambridge | D) Kon 
REGATTABAR | Cambridge | 7:30 + 
10 pm | McCoy Tyner Trio + Chris- 
tian Scott 
REVOLUTION ROCK BAR | Boston 
| Jeff Clark 
RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Cream 
Soda” with DJs Frenchy + Carla 


4 Listir ment” deep hou ™ use, progres Sean P. Rogan + Lenny 
an down Night One” with Mighty 
? 1oda@y 5 stings Contain weekly events Souls body Out 
that may suspended for the holiday MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS 
- 7 — Chris & the R ht e + Pat 
7 > & the H je Wranglers + 10 pm | ai Mu ton | Brian 
ired as Facute onn 
~~ ‘ Cambridge Techno & House” with Eric Gray + 
Bump” underground house Pat Fontes + Sergio Santos 
wee gio Santos + Rand 7 a Karthas 
Deshaies + R and Ess + Ryan ambridge | 1 
: 
| 
| 
Dante’s- Where the Music Sticks Your Ribs! 
eo 


RUBY ROOM | Boston | “Rouge 

Thursday” with Dj Prolific 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 

Larry Flint + Bob Metzger 

711 BISTRO & SUSHI BAR | Boston 

| 10:30 pm | “Jazz Night” 

SOLSTICE CAFE | Boston | 10 pm | 
“Jazz Jam Session” with Panella & 
Larson Trio 

TAP | Boston | DJ Thom 

TERRACE LOUNGE | Soston | 7 pm 
Eric McFadden 

TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Hamell 

on Trial | 9:30 pm | PJ Eastman 

TOAST | Somerville | “Twisted 

Thursday College Night” hip-hop, 
Top 40 with Dj 9-1 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cam- 

bridge | “A Benefit for Jeanne” with 

Appreciation Post + Taxpayer + 

Christopher Pappas & Joe Seiders 

21st AMENDMENT | Boston | Dj 

Sean Daly 

VERTIGO | Boston | Djs Pup Dawg 
+ Swissivory 

WALLY’S CAFE | Boston | Fran- 

cisco Mela Quintet 

WAVE SPORTS PUB | Waltham | 
“Karaoke & DJ Show” with Dj Todd 

Champeon 

WEST STREET GRILLE | Boston | 
“Late Night Lounge” 

WONDER BAR | Allston | Upstairs 
| “Trend Thursdays” with Dj He- 
van + Joey + Sheb | Downstairs | 
Dj Turbz 

ZUZU | Cambridge | “Mambo Beat 
Club” with Beat Train + Ty Jesso 


COMEDY 


THURSDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
“Bastards Inc. Improv Comedy” 
COMEDY CONNECTION | Boston | 
“The R-Rated Hypnotist” Frank 
Santos 

COMEDY STUDIO | Cambridge | Alex 
Chase + Andrew Mayer + Mandy 
Donovan + Pat McCloud + Dan 
Crohn + Joe Wong + NEZ 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | Boston | 
Creg Howell 

IMPROV ASYLUM | Boston | 10 pm 
| Suffolk University's “Seriously 
Bent” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | Cam- 
bridge | 8 pm | “Holiday Three Way: 
The 7th Holiday Spectacular” | 10 
pm | “The Great & Secret Comedy 
Show” 


FRIDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ARSENAL CENTER FOR THE 
ARTS | Watertown | “Improv 
Jones” 

COMEDY CONNECTION @ KOW- 
LOON | Saugus | 8 pm | Jim Colliton 
| 10:30 pm | “The R-Rated Hypno- 
tist” Frank Santos 

COMEDY CONNECTION | Boston | 8 
+ 10:15 pm | Angelo Tsarouchas 
COMEDY STUDIO | Cambridge | 
Peter Bowers + Guilia Rossi + Joe 
Wong + Jeff McKinnon + Sean Sul- 
livan + Mike Kemp + Jessie Baade 
IMPROV ASYLUM | Boston | 10 pm 
| “Main Stage Show” 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | Cam- 
bridge | 8 + 10 pm | “Holiday Three 
Way: The 7th Holiday Spectacular” 
| 11:30 pm | “Night Cap” 


SATURDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

COMEDY CONNECTION @ KOW- 
LOON | Saugus | 7:30 + 9:45 pm | Jim 
Colliton 

COMEDY CONNECTION | Boston | 8 + 
10715 pm | Angelo Tsarouchas 
COMEDY STUDIO | Cambridge | Joe 
Wong + Rick Jenkins + Pat Boccuzzi 
+ Ellen Moschetto + Josh Gondel- 
man 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | Boston | 
“Boston Comics with Boston Atti- 
tude” with Steve Donovan 
ELEPHANT & CASTLE | Boston | 
7:30 pm | Mystery Cafe presents 
“Law & Murder” 

IMPROV ASYLUM | Boston | 8 +10 
pm | “Main Stage Show” | Midnight 
| “Midnight Show” 


MONKEY! 


ANGELO TSAROUCHAS 


CANADIAN, EH? YOU MUST FEEL- 
ING PRETTY DAMNED SMUG NOW THAT YOUR 
DOLLAR WORTH MORE THAN OURS. WHAT 
ARE YOU GOING SPEND YOUR EXTRA 

CASH ON? Comic books! And 
workout equipment, because 


I need more stuff to hang 
my clothes on. 


IF YOU WERE SNOWED 
IN AT HOME WITH 

NO ELECTRICITY AND 
WERE STUCK WITH 
THREE OTHER PEOPLE, 
WHO WOULD THEY BE, 
AND WHICH ONE WOULD 
YOU KILL AND BURN FOR 
WARMTH FIRST? Definitely 


Shania Twain and Jennifer 
Aniston. The fodder for the 
fireplace would be Donald 


Duck, because he gets on 


my nerves. And then we'd 


have dinner! 


THE SPICE GIRLS ARE FINALLY BACK! WHAT'S 
YOUR SPICE NAME? Lover Spice. 


IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | Cam- 
bridge | 6 pm | “Family Show” | 8 + 
10 pm | “Holiday Three Way: The 
7th Holiday Spectacular” | 11:30 pm | 
“Night Cap” 


SUNDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

COMEDY CONNECTION | Boston 
|7 pm | “Comedy Showcase” with 
Frank Santorelli 

COMEDY STUDIO | Cambridge | 
“Annual Holiday Show” with 
Walsh Brothers 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | Boston | 
“Boston's Wildest Open Mic Nite” 
EMERALD ISLE | Dorchester | 8 pm 
| “Big Funny Sunday” with Corey 
Manning + Chris Tabb + DJ T 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 
Cambridge | 7 pm | “The Culpepper 
Comedy Jam” 


WEDNESDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

COMEDY CONNECTION | Boston | 
“Comedy Showcase” with Tony V. 
COMEDY STUDIO | Cambridge | 
Ashwin Bhandiwad + Anthony 
Scibelli + Joe Wong + Mike Mc- 
Cusker + Ernestine Conklin + 
Steve Macone 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | Boston 
| “Wicked Wednesdays” 
EMERALD ISLE | Dorchester | 
“Comedy Soup Kitchen Open Mic” 
with Rich Gustus 

IMPROV ASYLUM | Boston | 8 pm} 
“Lost in Boston: Or How I Learned 
To Love That Dirty Water” | 10 pm 
| “House Teams” 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 
Cambridge | “The Hump Fringe 
Show” with “Group Therapy with 
Maria & Harry” + “The Seans” 


THURSDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

CANTAB LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
“Bastards Inc. Improv Comedy” 
COMEDY CONNECTION @ KOW- 
LOON | Saugus | Tracy Morgan 
COMEDY CONNECTION | Boston 

| “The R-Rated Hypnotist” Frank 
Santos 

COMEDY STUDIO | Cambridge | 
Ann Podolske + Jen Myszkowski + 
Dot Dwyer + Taylor Connelly + Joe 
Wong + Rebecca Michael 


DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | Boston 
| Greg Howell 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 
Cambridge | 8 pm | “SketchHaus” 
| 10 pm | “The Great and Secret 
Comedy Show” 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY 

HANNAH MONTANA & MILEY 
CYRUS: BEST OF BOTH WORLDS 

TOUR WITH THE JONAS BROTH- 
ERS | 7 pm | Dunkin’ Donuts Center, 
1 Lasalle Sq, Providence, RI | SOLD 
OUT | 617.931.2000 

“JAZZ WORSHIP SERVICE” 

WITH WILLIE SORDILLO TRIO | 6 
pm | Old South Church, 645 Boylston 
St, Boston | Free | 617.425.5159 
LUCAS MADRAZO QUINTET | 

7 pm | Isabella Stewart Gardner 
Museum, 280 the Fenway, Boston | 
$5-$23 | 617.278.5156 


FRIDAY 

“A CHRISTMAS CELTIC SOJOURN 
WITH BRIAN O'DONOVAN” | With 
Solas + Aoife O’Donovan + Dou- 
gie MacLean + Alasdair Fraser + 
Natalie Hass + Kieren jordan | Fri 8 
pm; Sat 3 + 8 pm | Cutler Majestic 
Theatre, 219 Tremont St, Boston | 
$25-$75 | 800.233.3123 

EDISON GLASS + LUDO + TREATY 
OF PARIS + DEAS VAIL | 6:45 pm 
| Framingham Civic League, 214 
Concord St, Framingham | $10 | 
508.875.7008 

HANNAH MONTANA & MILEY 
CYRUS: BEST OF BOTH WORLDS 
TOUR WITH THE JONAS BROTH- 
ERS | Fri 7 pm; Sat 4 pm | DCU 
Center, 50 Foster St, Worcester | 
SOLD OUT | 617.931.2000 

KENNY ROGERS CHRISTMAS | 8 
pm | Mohegan Sun Arena, 1 Mohe- 
gan Sun Blvd, Uncasville, CT | $35 | 
888.862.8499 

EMELINE MICHEL | 8 pm | Hiber- 
nian Hall, 184 Dudley St, Boston | 
$35 | 617.276.6102 


SATURDAY 
BOB FRANKE | § pm | Notlob 
Music @ the Loring-Creenough 


I'M SORRY THAT AMERICANS MAKE FUN OF 
CANADA SO MUCH. THERE, NOW IT’S YOUR TURN 
TO APOLOGIZE FOR SOMETHING ON BEHALF OF 
CANADA. | apologize for the War of 1812. 
And for Celine Dion. In fact, I 
profusely apologize to the 
American public for that 
one. 


R.L.P. IKE TURNER. WHAT DO 


Switzerland right now, 
smoking a fat spliff. 


ANGELO TSAROUCHAS | Comedy Connection, 
Boston December 21-22 617.248.9700 


YOU THINK HIS AFTERLIFE IS 
GOING TO LOOK LIKE? Did 
they slap him into 
the coffin? He's really 
just famous for slap- 
ping his wife around. 
I think Ike Turner 
will be shoveling shit 
in the Devil's gar- 
den. And I think Tina 
Turner is somewhere in 


Sara Faith Alterman 


House, 12 South St, Jamaica Plain | 
$15 | 617.524.3158 

JONAS BROTHERS | 9 pm | Somer- 
ville Theatre, 55 Davis Square, 
Somerville | $29.50 | 617.625.4088 
“A CHRISTMAS CELTIC SOJOURN 
WITH BRIAN O'DONOVAN” | See 
listing for Fri 

HANNAH MONTANA & MILEY 
CYRUS: BEST OF BOTH WORLDS 
TOUR WITH THE JONAS BROTH- 
ERS | See listing for Fri 


SUNDAY 

“JAZZ JAM” | 2 pm | Jamaicaway 
Books & Gifts, 676 Centre St, Ja- 
maica Plain | Free | 617.983.3204 


MONDAY 

“FOLK OPEN MIC” WITH ROB 
LAURENS | 8 pm | Center for the 
Arts in Natick, 14 Summer St, 
Natick | $5 | 508.647.0097 
“HANUKKAH HAPPENS XVIII" | 
With Cantor Elias Rosemberg + Za- 
mir Chorale of Boston + Zamir Fes- 
tival Orchestra | 7:30 pm | Temple 
Emanuel, 385 Ward St, Newton | 
Free | 617.965.2468 


THURSDAY 

“JAZZ WORSHIP SERVICE” WITH 
WILLIE SORDILLO TRIO | See list- 
ing for previous Thurs 


THURSDAY 

HOLIDAY POPS | Vaughan Williams's 
Fantasia on Christmas Carols {with a rotat- 
ing trio of baritones], the “Hallelujah 
Chorus” from Messiah, “Sleigh Ride,” 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” 
“Santa Claus Is Coming To Town,” 
“The Twelve Days of Christmas,” and 
selections from Amahl and the Night Visi- 
tors, plus “local luminaries from Bos- 
ton's media, political, and culinary 
arenas” taking the stage to narrate 
“Twas the Night Before Christmas,” 
the usual holiday sing-along, and a 
visit from Santa | Thurs 4 + 8 pm with 
Keith Lockhart; Fri 8 pm with Steven 
Mercurio; Sat 3 pm with Lockhart 

+ 7:30 pm with Mercurio; Sun 3 + 
7:30 pm with Lockhart; Mon 11 am 
with Lockhart + 3 pm with Mercurio; 
Weds 4 + 8 pm with Lockhart; Thurs 
8 pm with Lockhart | Symphony 
Hall, 301 Mass Ave, Boston | $26-$118 | 
617.266.1200 

Continued on p 32 


912 Mass. Ave 
617-576-0032 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM 
THE MIDDLE EAST 


WED 12246 


LOVERS, MUGGERS, AND THIEVES 
RQUND 


FRI 


THE ALLSTONIANS 
FROM FINISHED BEAT SOUP 


HOUR BEFORE DAWN + VERA 
6:30PM DOORS 


SAT 
THE LEMONHEADS 
FEAT EVAN DANDO WITH BILL STEVENSON 
AND KARLAL 2 OF THE DESCENDENT 5) 
THE NEW RIVALS 


TRIVIA 
TUESDAYS 


8:30PM 


MAMM MOTH MARDGE 


THE, AIRPORT MORNING 
_, MAX PRUSSNER 


PM DOORS - ALL AGES 


291 Cambridge Street 
Cambridge, MA 02141 
617 547 4374 
www.CourtsideKaracke.com 


RIKI ROCKSTEADY 
IDEAS 
DESTROY BABYLON « MILE 21 
INTERROBANG!? 


-SUN 


THE MIG HTY 


BAL 


THE PRESS PROJECT 
MIND 


MUSIC BEGINS AFTER DINNER 21+ 
THU - BEAT TRAIN AND PROFESSOR Z 

FR! - SOLID! - DJ DIE YOUNG, ETAN 

SAT - SOUL-LE4UJAH - JOHN FUNKE 

SUN - WEEKEND WARRIORS - PROFESSOR Z 
MON - CLOSED 

TUE - CLOSED 

WED - ROOTS AND RAZORS 


fo THE SMITTENS 
mots LOCAL TOUGH GUY, SUNWISE 
HALLELUJAH THE HILLS 
1PM ROCK CITY CRIME 
PM - JOE HARVARD'S 6 -DAY 
wane 


7 MADEEN, STUCK 
20. PAUL GREEN OF ROCK 
YOUNG WiDOWs 


MONSTERS 


JLTIMATE HA 


APPETITE FOR 


THU - VARIETY DANCE Mix - 0) GARABED 
a FRI - CHRIS WAGNER, ROB CUSHING 
SAT - OTIS GROVE 

SUN - BELLY DANCE SHOW W/ Di GARABED 
- CLOSED 

TUE - CLOSED 
: WED - BELLY DANCING 


THR 


PM - ALOKE, HANGMAN'S ALPHABET 
eM SIX ORGANS OF ADMITTANCE 
NAP:KIN, HONEST THOMAS 


HIP, METRO STATION 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX | ARTS + MUSIC + EVENT EMBER 21 7 31 
PLOUGH 
December 20th 
December 21st 
MASS. AVE, CAMBRIDG 
a ALL SHOWS 18+ UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED OPEN FOR LUNCH AS ALWAYS: 
THY 
MARISSA NADLER 
: ALEC K REDFEARN « ARBOREA 
RYAN LEE CROSBY 
REAKFAST 
ANTHEM AND THE BEAN 
— 
SUN 20 
N 
DANCE PARTY 
THE BIRTHDAY MASSACRE 
THE MUSIC DRIVES USF U NDATION 


Stayin posi since 1999 


We're 100% Open! 


Ute is Ful of Big Machines 


Holiday Extrovaganizo 


Mangos Latin Dance Club 
Lee Wilson 4 DJ Baby Boricua 


FREE BOWLING SUNDAY 


NIGHT RALLY BIG BEAR NEPTUNE 


welcome 
rest 
hoeshines 


CHORUS PRO MUSICA 
CONDUCTED BY LISA GRAHAM 


www ttthebears com for a tull schedule 


Continued from p 31 

MODERN AMERICAN MUSIC 

SAXOPHONE QUARTET AND 

REPERTORY ENSEMBLE | 8 pm 


x 


FRIDAY 


BOSTON BOY CHOIR, ST. 
PAUL MEN'S SCHOLA, BEACON 


BRASS HANDBELL CHOIR, AND 


RECORDER CONSORT CON- 


DUCTED BY JOHN DUNN 


pia 8 pm | Longy School of Mu 


x 500 


HOLIDAY 


ial kids 
jes “Ru ed 
Snowma and 
A N YouaM Cc 
a t from 
am Ww 
M 
HOLIDAY POPS listings f 


SATURDAY 

BLUE HERON RENAISSANCE 
CHOIR CONDUCTED BY story 
METEALPS A Me 


lieval Chri 
i a Burgundian New 

Ww aS DY Vulay. Li 

Binct and others | 8 5 

F t gationa! Church, 1 

Garden St, Ca idge | $10-$40 


NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY 
PREPARATORY WIN- 
ver wi NE 


J ry 
an, a 

Ref ry ¢ by 
jane bick 

yo Ca 


HOLIDAY Pops See listings for 
HOLIDAY Pops KIDS’ MATINEES 


g for Fri 


SUNDAY 

EMMANUEL MUSIC CHORUS 
AND ORCHESTRA CONDUCTED 


St, B 
HOLIDAY Pops See listings f 
previous 
Pops KIDS’ MATINEES 
ee li g for Fri 
MONDAY 
EMMANUEL MUSIC CHORUS 
AND ORCHESTRA CONDUCTED 
BY JOHN HARBISON | See listing 
HOLIDAY POPS See listings 
WEDNESDAY 
jerPRey MILLS | Noels for o 
3 Chur of St. Joh 
Eva in St, B 
Free 7.5242 


HOLIDAY POPS liscings for 


previous Thurs 


THURSDAY 
HOLIDAY POPS | See listings for 


previous Thurs 


DANCE 


Performance 


THURSDAY 
BOSTON BALLET The Nut 


FRIDAY 
JOSE MATEO BALLET THEATRE 


BOSTON BALLET See listing for 
SATURDAY 

BOSTON BALLET See listing for 
MATEO BALLET THEATRE 
See listing for Fri 

SUNDAY 

BOSTON BALLET See listing for 
MATEO BALLET THEATRE 
See listing for Fri 
WEDNESDAY 


BOSTON BALLET ee listing f 


THURSDAY 
BOSTON BALLET See listing for 


Participatory 


THURSDAY 
EXPERIENCED 
FOLK DANCE | 8-10:45 pm 


Parish of Watertown, 35 C 


Vatertown | $8; $5 st 
2.7475 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS 
SQUARES Wit 


Yankee Ingenu 


SALSA NIGHT 
Salsa ke m at 1 
wi St, Boston 617.513.9 


dance at 7:30 


with a beginner's 


, 21 Bridge St 
Salem | $4 | 781.593.5949 

SERESTA AO VIVO 
Bar & Cr 608 Sor 


Free | 617.718.9177 
TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA ae 
MERENGUE 9:30 pm [b 


pm; $8 after 9:30 


FRIDAY 


th & Matthew M 


8.1544 
DANCES oF UNIVERSAL PEACE 
Ca ige Friends 
low Park 
ted dona 


8:30 


sc eek 
7.312.555 

INTERNATIONAL 

Park Avenue C h 
aul Revere R 


$8 $5 students | 781.662.7475 


RENAISSANCE DANCE | With 
Renaissonics | 7:30 pm | First Con 
tional Church, 11 Carden St, 
Cambridge | $8 | 617.661.3353 

“VIERNES DE VACILON” LATIN 
DANCE PARTY | 9:45 pm | Ryles Jazz 


St, 


WESTON SCOTTISH DANCE 8 


n Church 


School + Church Sts, Weston | $7 


SATURDAY 
SALSA SATURDAYS 


9:30 


30 pir 


NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS 


74 Walden St, C rd | $8; $5 st 


SALSA NIGHT 


M 


, 48 Winte 


617.513.9841 


SUNDAY 

ARGENTINE TANGO & SALSA 

PRACTICAS | 3 p 4-6 pm 
alsa} | Extreme [ 

Norfolk St, 
7.492.212 

INTERNATIONAL FOLK 


FOLK 
ISRAEL! DANCING | 8.10 n 

h a beginner's dar > 
SALSA DANCING | F nidnight 


a lesson 9-1« 


7 Holland St, Davis Square 


le | $8 [$10 with less 


617.776.2004 
SALSA NIGHT 9:30 pm-1 
a lesson at 8:30 pm] | Mc 
Wi St, Boston | $1< 

SALSA SUNDAYS 7% 
lesson] | Ryles jazz 


hire St, Ca 


z Club, 2 


617.876 


SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE | 6:30 


8:30 pm | Church of Our Saviour 

25 Mi yuth St, Brookline j $5 
7.661.58090 

MONDAY 

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING 8P m 

midnight | Temple Kehi 

384 Harvard Ave 

studen 617 

SAMBA. | Midway 

Cafe, 3496 Was Jamaica 


Plain | Free | 617.524.9038 


TUESDAY 

GENDER-FREE ENGLISH COUNTRY 
FOR ALL | 7: 30-10 pr 
First 


NOCHE | LATINA Lares DANCE 
NIGHT | 9:30 pm [with a be 
Ryles Jazz Cl ub, 212 


re St, Cambridge | $10 


lesson at 7 pr 
Ha 


WEDNESDAY 
ARGENTINE TANGO BREAK 
Hassett 


tep, 98 Geor 


rd | $12; $5 students and 
senic 7.721.4872 
GIAN CARLO BUSCAGLIA | 8 pm | Z 


Wine Bar, 3 Beacon St, Sc 
Free | 617.441.9631 
CASINO RUEDA WEDNESDAYS | 10 


n-1 am {with lessons a 


nervilie 


Tua Nua, 836 Bea 


513.9841 
DANCE FREEDOM Smoke-anc¢ 


F irst Cor I 
den St, Cambr $ 978.369.7522 
ENGLISH COUNTRY HOLIDAY PAR- 
TY AND 7:30-10:3 


tional Chu 


irk Co 


Paul Revere Rd A 
$9; $7 students | 781.6 
ISRAELI DANCE | 5-1 
Stratton Student Cer 
84 Mass Ave, Car 


donation $1 | 617.484.3267 


THURSDAY 
NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS S 
SQUARES | With Ya *nuity 
7:30-10:30 prt 
Hall, 730 Mass A 


kee I 


$7 students | 781.272 


EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL 


FOLK DANCE See listing for previ 
MUSIC DANCE PARTY See 
SERESTA 

yus Thur 


TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA ue 
MERENCU DANCE ee listing for 


P 


READINGS 


THURSDAY 

HANK RYAN, KATH- 
ERINE HALL PAGE, ROBERTA 


Ne ok 
SATURDAY 


“OPEN BARK POETRY 
wi ths Daperats Priestly | 8 pm | ¢ 


SUNDAY 
LIZARD LOUNGE POETRY SLAM 
JAM With the Jeff Robinson Trio 


MONDAY 
STONE SOUP POETRY OPEN MIC 


With Jack Powers | 8 5 ut of 


WEDNESDAY 
SLAM & OPEN 
MIC | m | Canta f 

738 Mass un, Car 
617.354.2685 


EVENTS 


THURSDAY 
GARDNER AFTER HOURS Court 


$5 stude 
617.506.1401 
SKIING FILM SCREENI NG | Screen 


s Will Work 


WASHINGTON STREET ART o> 
TER FILM 


SATURDAY 
“SMALL HOLIDAY 
ARTS CRAFTS SHOW AND SALE 


See listing for F 


SUNDAY 
“SMALL WONDERS” HOLIDAY 
ARTS CRAFTS SHOW AND SALE 


See listing for Fri 


MONDAY 
2007" 


cocktail 


WEDNESDAY 
“JAZZ AND ART NIGHT a VINA- 
eagel 7-10 pm | Vinalia ner 

, Boston | Price 


THURSDAY 
BROOKLINE ARTS CENTER 
CRAFTS SHOWCASE Se: 


for previous Thurs 


GAY LESBIAN 


THURSDAY 
GENDER CRASH OPEN MIC 


ast 


QUEERAOKE 9 pr 
RED CARPET THURSDAYS CBLT 


1 | Machine 


“REVIVE THURSDAYS” | 7 pro 


afe, 209 Columbus Ave, Boston 


3 with dinner | www.dyken 


FRIDAY 

DYKE NIGHT Toast 
Lounge, 70 Ur erville 


$10 | www. dyke 
PURE: FRIDAYS | Lesbian dance par 
ty with hip-hop, house and Top 40 

c | 10 pm-2 am | Pure Nightclub, 
75 Warrenton St, Boston | $8 before 
ht; $20 after | 617.542.4077 


SATURDAY 

GAY SATURDAYS @ EPIC | With 
Richie Ladue and Jeff Leclair | 10:30 
pm | Roxy, 279 Tr ont St, Boston 
$10-$15 | 617.338.ROXY 

“THE NEIGHBORHOOD” QUEER/ 
TRANS DANCE PARTY | 9 pm-2am 
3496 Washington St, 
ain | $5 | www myspac e 


Midway Cafe 


shborhood 
ghborhooc up 


WET@SHINE Lesbian dan 


9 pm-2 am 


party 
e Lk ane, Kendall 
$8 | www. shi 


MONDAY 

LIFEOSIINE Lesbian singles social 
gathering | 6 pm Shine Lounge, 1 
fo idge | Free | www 


com 


THURSDAY 
QUEERAOKE | See listin 
ous Thurs 
CARPET THURSDAYS | See 

g for previous Thurs 
“REVIVE THURSDAYS" | See listing 
for previous Thurs 
TRIBE @ FELT | See listing for previ 


ous Thurs 


g for previ 


HOLIDAYS 


FRIDAY 
“SMALL WONDERS” HOLIDAY 
ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW AND SALE 
| Fri 5-9 pm; Sat 10 am-6 pm; Sun 1 
E y at the Piano Factory, 
, Boston | Free | www. 
yatthepianofactory.org 


MONDAY 

21st MATZOH BALL | Jewish singles 

party with specialty drinks, com: 

plim y hors d'ceuvre, dancing, 

music fr Dj Dave Ralph of Avalon 
9 pm-2 am | Estate, 1 Boylston Pl, 

on}; $100 [pre 


ion and limo 


BENEFITS 


FRIDAY 

MILKY WAY HOLIDAY EXTRAVA- 
GANZA AND FUNDRAISER TO BEN- 
EFIT THE JACKSON SQUARE YOUTH 
& FAMILY CENTER | With Thru the 
Keyhold Burlesque, DJs Dafna & Stel 
la, and Dj Ripley | 9 pm | Milky Way 
® Bella Luna, gos Centre St, Jamaica 
Plain | $8-$20 | 617.524.3740 

ROCK SHOW TO BENEFIT JEANNE 
SHEEHY’S MEDICAL EXPENSES 


With Shods, Pills, AdFrank, Down 
beat 5, Joyce & Chick of Scarce, and 
Auto Interiors | 9 pm | T.T. the Bear's 


Place, 10 Brooklin 
$15 | 617.492. BEAR 


St, Cambridge | 


32 EM ART + EVENT THE TON PHOENIX 
10 Combrdige + MUA 
OUT - DJ'S MARY WIDOW 
1 
RANK Club, 212 Hampshir Dbridge etry 
and spoken word for queers and 
ee transgenders; with Helen Boyd | 7 pm 
12/22 Spontaneous Celebrations, 45 Dan 
“4 30 Frit 1+ 7:3 am [with a free lesson at 
Luxuey pm: § 1+65:3 | Greek American Political party | pie 
+ Wed-Thurs 1 + 7:30 pm | Opera Club, 288 Green St, Central Sq, Cam 1256 Boylston St, Boston | $12 
ASHLEY + DIRTY TRUCKERS 
ust 39 W t t, Boston bridge | $10 | 617.823.4601 
HAVANA CLUB SALSA SATURDAYS 
FREE 8 pr n pm [salsa | $15 
p Pau arch, Bow row e Nutcra 30 f Sat 2+ West Newton St, Boston | $15; $12 ce party for w m 
Ca 8.8658 ? Sun 2 + 6 pm | Duxbu th 
‘THE DIVINE & ORBIT 12/28 ki tm 
W/ BUFFALO TOM & Myste Let All M al F 7781 Walnut St 
4 Keep Sile brass chorale and 30 pm-1 am 4.661 
4 arol sing | 8 pm | Old South Mojitos St, Boston | $10 
FUMI MASUGATA | Works for at 
es s 7 Carden St, Cambridge | Free Cambridge | Suggested donation $3 
$5 | 617.354.5287 ; 
br Stratton Student Center [second 7:30 pm | Lizard Lounge, 1667 Mass 
pievious Suggested donation $1 | 617.253 
' previous Thu d St the Blue Callery, 106 f pect St 
Cambridge | Sugg i donation $4 | 
ht 17.227.08 Sq, Cambridge 
D'S, 
Somer Vi] 
am [with 2p 
tos, 48 
pm 
pm 
Map € yard concerts, art talks, gallery 
= 7.) tours and chats on pagan images 
ft se . by Jean Meltaus NEC String 841 and the winter solstice | 5-9 pm | Po i 
aan ae es Training Orchestras conducted pm Isabella Stewart Cardner Museum, 
=e . by Peter Jarvis, YEC Preparatory pr 280 the Fenway, Bost $12 
s g Orchestra iducted by 
ig Of jay Peak Vide 
ea ae ee 4 Powder, with live music by Muy 
Cansado and product giveaways 
We 7 pm | Createst Bar, 262 Friend St 
> DAYS Boston | 7 pm | www. jaypeakvidec 
take — 8:30 pm] | Ryles Jazz Club, 22 Hamp 
NIGHT shire St, Cambridge | $12 before 9:30 
Pa4 EEE Pm | 617.876.9330 6 Eliot St, Jamaica Plain | $7 
~ATURDAYS 
=, and Jonathon Eder | 7 pm | Callery 
ON Ss 321, 321 Washingt t, Somerville 
= NIGHT Elizabe iller and “D) Free | 617.623.5315 
es Pajama Dance Party” | 8 pm-12:30 j 
oa) am | Springstep, 98 George P. Hassett 617.876.9330 
tae ‘st DAYS antata No. 152 (Tritt auf die Dr, Medford | $15; $8 students and 
1254 Claubensbahn] | Sun-Mon 10 am seniors | 781.395.0402 
5 
Laem, 4 Er anuel Church, 15 Newbury ing Jelly | 8-11 pm [with a beginner's ride} | 617.351.7000 
le at 7:45 pm] | First Parist 
| $6; free ages under 12 | 781.944.3544 
q TCH DANCE FRIDAY | Smoke-and alcohol 
eg Sasi free freestyle dar 8 pm | Phillips 
J Gay Did Time Suggested donation $8 $12; $4 teens § pm) | An ing, pool 
mentary hors d’ceuvre, and h 
5 U 8 aon 491. 8694 
rueda le 9:30 pm [salsa les 
Heights 
pm | MIT, 
St. Boston er, Room 407 


Contact 


617.624.1829 


PYTHONATHON 


Monty Python Marathon You Twit) 


JANUARY THE BRATTLE THEATRE: 


3:30pm Now For Something Completely Different Presented 


Python and the Holy Grail 
9:30pm The Meaning Life 

movie tickets: $7.50 


day pass: $25 


Tickets can purchased www.brattlefilm.org Coming January 15th 
Lots great prizes will given away throughout the day! the House. 


“he? 


MORE 
“ATTRACTIONS” 


THEPHOENIX.COM 


LISTINGS 


GALLERIES 


to the fi 


pen by appoint 
n Boston, except where 
wise. Galleries with photo exhi- 
bitions d under Photography 
NEWBURY STREET/ 
BACK BAY 
ACME FINE ART | 617.585.9551 | 38 
Newbury St, #4, Boston | Tues-Sat 11 
am-s5 pm | Through Jan 5: Herman 
Maril: “In New England” 
ALPHA GALLERY | 617.536.4465 | 
38 Newbury St, Boston | Tues-Fri 10 
am-5:30 pm; Sat 11 am-5:30 pm | 
Through Jan. 2: Wlodzimierz Ksiazek 
ARDEN GALLERY | 617.247.0610 | 
129 Newbury St, Boston | Mon-Sat 11 
am-5:30 pm | Through Dec. 31: Anne 
Packard: “New Works” 
ATTITUDE GALLERY | 617.927.4400 
| 218 Newbury St, Boston | Mon-Sat 10 
am-6 pm; Sun noon-5 pm | Through 
Jan 4: “Creat Cifts, Small Packages” 
AXELLE FINE ARTS | 617.450.0700 
| 91 Newbury St, Boston | Tues-Sat 
10 am-6 pm | Through Dec 22: Brian 
Keith Stephens 
BARBARA KRAKOW GALLERY | 
617.262.4490 | 10 Newbury St, Boston 
| Tues-Fri 10 am-5:30 pm | Throw, 
Jan 16: Bill Thompson: “Dialect: 
CHASE GALLERY | 617.859.7222) 
129 Newbury St, Boston | Mon-Sat 10 
am-5:30 pm | Through Dec 22: “Win 
ter Group Show” 
CHILDS GALLERY | 617.266.1108 | 
169 Newbury St, Boston | Tues-Fri 9 
am-6 pm; Mon Sat 10 am-5 pm 
Through Jan 5: “The Big Picture 
Show” | “In Miniature” | “Soaring 
New York” 
COPLEY SOCIETY OF BOSTON | 
617.536.5049 | 158 Newbury St 
Boston | Tues-Sat 10:30 am-5:30 pm; 
Sun-Mon noon-s pm | Through Dec 
22: “Holiday Small Works” | Sean 
Thomas: “Signs of Life” 
JUDI ROTENBERG GALLERY | 
617.437.1518 | 130 Newbury St, Bos- 
ton | Tues-Sat 10 am-6 pm | Through 
Dec 22: Jennifer Amadeo-Holl: “Else 
where” 

JUDY ANN GOLDMAN FINE ART 
617.424.8468 | 14 Newbury St, Boston 
Tues-Sat 11 am-5 pm | Through Jan 
12: Michelle Stuart: “Butterflies and 

Moths” 

MARTHA RICHARDSON FINE ART 
617.266.3321 | 38 Newbury St, Boston 
Tues-Fri 10 am-s5 pm; Sat: 11 am-s 
h Jan. 10: 19th and 20th 

1erican and European 
ngs and drawings 
“2zoth Century Still Lifes” 

MARTIN LAWRENCE GALLERIES | 
617.360.4800 | 77 Newbury St, Boston 
Mon-Sat 10 am-9 Sun 1 am-7 

pm | Ongoing: Rc t Deyber 
MERCURY GALLERY | 617.859 0054 
8 Newbury St, Boston | Mon-Sat 10 
am-5:30 pm | Through Jan. 9: Wil 
liam Scharf 
NIELSEN GALLERY | 617 266.4835 
179 Newbury St, Boston | Tues-Sat 
10 am-5 pm | Ciosed Dec 22-Jan 1 
Through jan. 12: “SCULPTURE etc.” 
PEPPER GALLERY | 617.236.4497 
38 Newbury St, Boston | Tues-Fri 
10 am-5:30 pm; Sat 11 am-5 pm | 
Through Jan 5: Lance Keimig and 
Sidney Hurwitz: “Boston Views” 
PUCKER GALLERY | 617.267.9473 | 
171 Newbury St, Boston | Mon-Sat 10 
am-5:30 pm; Sun 1-5 pm | Through 
Jan 7: Dan Davis: “New Mobiles” | 
Roger Bowman 
RICHARDSON-CLARKE GALLERY | 
617.266.3321 | 38 Newbury St, Boston 
| Tues-Fri 10 am-5 pm; Sat 11 am-5 
pm | Ongoing: “American & Euro 
pean 19th & 20th Century Paintings 
& Drawings” 


gh 


century A 


Ongoing: 


LEAH JOSHUA 
Atlantic Works Gallery 
THOMAS KINKADE NEWBURY IRIS GALLERY BOSTON NEW SCHOOL STREET Edge: Contemporary Origami” 


STREET GALLERY | 866.639.2879/| 
221 Newbury St, Boston | Mon-Sat 10 
; Sun noon-6 pm 


Features 
n 100 limited-edition can 
lithographs by Thomas Kinkade 


SOUTH END 
ALLSTON SKIRT GALLERY | 
617.482.3652 | 65 Thayer St, Boston 
| Please call for hours | Through Dec 
29: Joe Gibbons and Joe Zane: “Joe” 
BERENBERG GALLERY | 
617.536.0800 | 4 Clarendon St, Boston 
| Tues-Sat 11 am-6 pm | Through Jan 
5: Abdellah RamRam: “Le Chemin 
des Etres Vivants” 
BERNARD TOALE GALLERY | 
617.482.2477 | 450 Harrison Ave, 
Boston | Tues-Sat 10:30 am-5:30 pm 
| Through Dec 22: Greg Mencoff: 
“gi2 Ounces” | Fred H.C. Liang: 
“Inkpond” 
BOSTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
| Mills Gallery | 627.426.5000 | 539 
Tremont St, Boston | Sun, Wed-Thurs 
noon-5 pm; Fri-Sat noon-10 pm | 
Through Jan 6: “Drawing the Line: 
20th Drawing Show” 
BOSTON SCULPTORS GALLERY | 
617.482.7781 | 486 Harrison Ave, Bos- 
ton | Tues-Sat noon-6 pm | Through 
Dec 23: “BSC2007: A Collection of 
Wall Relief Sculpture from the Bos 
ton Sculptors” 
BROMFIELD GALLERY | 
617.451.3605 | 450 Harrison Ave, Bos- 
ton | Wed-Sat noon-s pm | Through 
Dec 22: “12X12 Holiday Show” 
GALLERY @ BOSTON FRAME 
WORKS | 617.482.3329 | 355 
Boylston St, Boston | Through Dec 31: 
Lauren Sleat and Creg Kitterle 
GALLERY KAYAFAS | 617.482.0411 
| 450 Harrison Ave, Garden Level 
Boston | Tues-Sat 11 am-5:30 pm | 
Through Dec 2s: Charles “Teenie” 
Harris: “Spirit of Community” 
JULIE CHAE GALLERY | 617.357.0001 
| 450 Harrison Ave, Storefront 47 
Boston | Wed-Sat noon-s5 pm; by 
appointment | Through Jan. 26: Al 
exander DeMaria and Natasha Bow 
doin: “Myths and Fables” 
KINGSTON GALLERY | 617.423.4113 
| 450 Harrison Ave, Boston | Tues-Sat 
noon-5 pm | Through Dec 29: Carolyn 
Wirth: “Interior Design” | Bonita 
Sennott: “The Dickinson Series: 
Paintings and Lace” 
ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY | 
617.267.7997 | 38 Newbury St, Boston 
Tues-Fri 10 am-5:30 pm; Sat 11 am-5 
»m | Through Feb 9: Chip Hooper 
“New Zealand's South Pacific and 
Tasman Sea” | PHOTO 
MARIO DIACONO GALLERY | 
617.560.1608 | 500 Harrison Ave, Bos- 
ton | Mon-Fri 10:30 am-5:30 pm; Sat 
noon-5 pm | Through Dec 31: Laura 


vas 


Harrison: “Death Rides a Horse, Sur 
rendered Cit Luisa Rabbia: “Yes 
terdaytodaytomorrow” 


MOBIUS | 617.542.7416 
rison Ave, Suite 1, Boston | Through 


Oct. 6 2009; Joanne Rice: “The 


725 Har 


man Cost of War” 

RHYS GALLERY | 617.357.7497! 401 
Harrison Ave, B on | Wed-Sun 1 
am-6 pm | Th. gh Dec 23: Jessalyn 
Haggenjos and Mariana Lopez 
DOWNTOWN 

BOSTON CONVENTION CENTER 
617.954.2 415 Summer St, Bos 
ton | Mon-Fri 9 am-5 pm; Sat 10 am 
4 pm | Through June 2008: “Boston 


Sculptors Gallery Showcase” | PHOTO 
CASA DE LA CULTURA | 
617.927.1707 | 85 W. Newton St, Bos- 
ton | Mon-Fri 9 am-s5 pm | Through 
Jan 2: Miguel Luciano 

GALLERY ANTHONY CURTIS | 
617.988.8119 | 186 South St, Boston 
| Tues-Sat: 11 am-6 pm | December 
23 to Jan 8 by appointment only | 
Through Feb 2: “Cot Angles?” | Vir 
ginia Peck: “Buddha Room” 


617.895.8952 | 70 Charles St, Boston 
| Tues-Sat 11 am-6 pm; Sun noon-5 
pm | Ongoing: Croup Show | Pho 
tographs from the Boston Interna 
tional Art Show 

KEIKO GALLERY | 617.725.2888 | 121 
Charles St, Boston | Call for hours | 
Through Dec 24: “It’s All About Cups 
‘o7” | Katayama Bunzaburo: “Magic 
of Shibori” 

LaMONTAGNE GALLERY | 
617.842.7664 | 51 Melcher St, Boston 
| Wed-Sat 11 am-6 pm | Through Dec 
22: Daniel Heidkamp, Jo Jackson, 
Erika Somogyi, Cristina Toro: “Al- 
most Paradise” 

MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL 
HOSPITAL CANCER CENTER | 
Yawkey Center for Outpatient Care | 55 
Fruit St, Boston | Through Jan 2008: 
Michele Renee Ledoux: “Iliumina- 
tions 5th Year Anniversary Retro- 
spective Exhibit” 


OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
ATLANTIC WORKS GALLERY | 
617.567.8866 | 80 Border St, East 
Boston | Fri-Sat 2-6 pm | Through Jan 
12: “Trans” 

BERWICK RESEARCH INSTITUTE | 
617.442.4200 | 14 Palmer St. Roxbury | 
Call for hours | Ongoing: Jon Taylor 
DISTILLERY GALLERY | 617.566.1022 
| 516 East Second St, South Boston | 
Daily 7 am-7 pm | Through Jan 10: 
“Art Spotting” 

HONAN-ALLSTON BRANCH LIBRARY 
| 617.787.6313 | 300 North Harvard 

St, Alistcn | Mon, Wed noon-8; Tues, 
Thurs 10 am-6 pm; Fri-Sat 9 am-5 pm 
| Through Jan 5: “Beyond the Book: An 
Exhibit of Book Art and Collage” 

LAB BOSTON | www.labboston.com | 
113 Brighton Ave, Aliston | Mon-Thurs 
11-7pm; Fri-Sat 12-8pm; Sun 12-6pm 

| Through Jan. 18: Michael Crigler: 
“Chase the Rising Sun” 

PARADISE LOUNGE | 617.562.8814 
{967 Comm Ave, Boston | Mon-Sun 

5 pm-1 am | Through Jan 11: Mikey 
Welsh: “Magpie Mania for a Defec 
tive Gene” 


SOMERVILL 
WATERTOW 

BRICKBOTTOM GALLERY | 
617.776.3410 | 1 Fitchburg St, Somer- 
ville | Tues-Sat noon-5 pm | Through 
Dec 22: “Toys & Games” 

CAMBRIDGE ARTISTS COOPERA- 
TIVE | 617.868.4434 | S9A Church St 
Cambridge | Mon-Sat 10 am-6 pm; 
Thurs 10 am-8 pm; Sun noon-5 pm | 
Through Dec 31: “CAC’s Holiday Orna 
ment Jubilee: Whimsical to Elegant” 
CAMBRIDGE ARTS COUNCIL | CAC 
Gallery | 617.349.4380 | 57 Inman St. 
Cambridge | Mon-Wed, Fri 8:30 am-5 

; Thurs 8:30 am-8 pm | Through 
Feb 8: Nancy Selvage 

CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL ARTS 
CENTER | 617.577.1400 | 41 Second 


St, Cambridge | Mon-We¢ 


pr 
pr 


d, Fri: 10 am 
urs 10 am-8 pm | Tr 


The Ber 


ucy Cobos 


na de Cuba, 2000-2 
GALLERY AT 38 CAMERON 
617.492.2848 


100, Cambrid 


ameron Ave, Suite 
Tues-Wed noon-s5 pm 


and by appoi 
28: Deborah Ba 
and Riki Moss 
KATHRYN SCHULTZ GALLERY | Carn- 
bridge Art Association | 617.876.0246 

| 25 Lowell St, Cambridge | Tues-Sat 1 
am-s5 pm; Sun 1-5 pm | Through Jan 
19: “RED” 

MOROCCAN CARAVAN GALLERY 
AND SHOWROOM | 617.314.7002 | 285 
Washington St, Somerville | Wed-Sun 
noon-6 pm | Ongoing: “Authentic 
Handmade Moroccan Arts and Crafts” 


Throug! 


ow, Keith Maddy, 


| 617.492.8105 | 25 Lowell St, Cam- 
bridge | Mon-Fri 9 am-2 pm | Through 
Jan 4: Elien Berger: “Retrospective” 
PIERRE MENARD GALLERY | 
617.868.2033 | 10 Arrow St, Cam 
bridge | Wed-Sun 1 am-7 pm | 
Through Jan 13: “The Writer's Brush: 
Visual Art by Writers” 

THE WALL AT CENTRAL SQUARE 

| Alley next to Central Kitchen, 567 
Mass Ave, Cambridge | Ongoing from 
Oct 28: Geoff Hargadon’s street art 
mural project 

THREE COLUMNS GALLERY | 
617.495.4826 | 10 Cowperthwaite St, 
Cambridge | Call for hours | Through 
Jan 9: Lisa Tyson Ennis: “Night 
Light” | PHOTO 

UNIVERSITY PLACE GALLERY 

| Cambridge Art Association | 
617.876.0246 | 124 Mt. Auburn St, 
Cambridge | Mon-Fri 9 am-6 pm; Sat 
9 am-1 pm | Through Jan 19: “RED” 


BROOKLINE/NEWTON 
GASP | 617.731.2500 | 362 Boylston 
St, Brookline | Thurs-Sat 11 am-s5 pm | 
Through Jan. 19: Audrey Goldstein, 
Michelle Samour, Julia Shepley, and 
Debra Weisberg: “Material Drawing 
at G.A.S.P.” 

NEWTON FREE LIBRARY | 
617.796.1360 | 330 Homer St, Newton 
| Mon-Thurs 9 am-9 pm; Fri 9 am-6 
pm; Sat 9 am-5 pm | Through Dec 30: 
Chuck Plaisted: “Puzzle Maps, Fabric 
Paintings & Other Recent Work” | 
Kylliki Talp: “Fragmentations” 


SUBURBS: SOUTH 
AHIMSA STUDIO GALLERY | 
617.429.9597 | 11 Pearl St, Dorchester 
| Fri-Sat 3-6 pm | Through Dec 31: 
“Dorchester Artists Collaborative Jur- 
ied Exhibition” 

AKILLIAN GALLERY | 781.821.2222 
| Massasoit Community College, 900 
Randolph St., Canton | Mon-Fri 10 
am-s pm | Through Jan 15: “AICA 
BoNESHOW 07” 

GALLERY X | 508.992.2675 | 169 
William St, New Bedford | Wed-Sun 
11 am-3 pm; second Thurs of the 
month 5-9 pm | Through Dec 30: “Ar 
tistic Presence” 

OCEANSIDE 17 STUDIO & GAL- 
LERY | 781.773.1563 | 17 Rockland 
Circle, Hull | Tues-Sun; call for hours 
| Through Dec 24: “Holiday Smail 
Works” 

SOUTH SHORE ART CENTER | 
781.383.2787 | 119 Ripley Rd, Co- 
hasset | Mon-Sat 10 am-4 pm; Sun 
noon-4 pm | Through Dec 31: “Na 
tional Juried Show: Paint!” | “Small 
Works” 


SUBURBS: NORTH 

BRUSH ART GALLERY | 
978.459.7819 | 256 Market St, Lowell 
| Tues-Sat 11 am-4 pm; Sun noon-4 
pm | Through Dec 30: “From Mini 
mal to Bling: Contemporary Studio 
Jewelry” 

GALLERY AT CHELSEA CITY | 
617.884.9887 | 173 Washington Ave 
Chelsea | Mon-Fri 7 am-noon; Wed 
Sat 4pm - 8pm; Sat 8 am 
day Brunch 9 ar 
26: Muriel Ange 
Monoprints” | PHOTO 

GALLERY AT SPENCER LOFTS | 
617.902-2372 | 60 Dudley St, Chelsea 
| Sat 1-5 pm | Through Dec 31: “Made 
in Chelsea’ 

MEDFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

| 781.396.9032 | Royall House Slave 
Quarters | 15 George St, Medford | 
Sat-Sun 1-5 pm | Admission $7; $5 
students, seniors | Ongoing: “From 
Africa to Medford: The Untold Story 
of the Royall House Slaves” 

199 GALLERY | 978.452.8138 | 119 
Chelmsford St, Lowell | Tues-Sat 12-5 
pm | Through Dec 20: “Seek Alter- 
nate Routes: Third Annual Juried 
Show” 


617.338.1388 | 100 Pearl St, Chelsea | 
Sat-Sun noon-s5 pm | Through Dec 31: 
“Made in Chelsea” 

T3FOREST GALLERY | 781.396.0092 
| 13 Forest St, Medford | Mon-Fri 1-8 
pm; Sat noon-5 pm; Sun noon-4 pm 
| Through Jan 5: “Crossing the River” 


SUBURBS: WEST 

AMAZING THINGS ART CENTER 

| 508.405.ARTS| 55 Nicholas 

Rd, Framingham | Call for hours | 
Through Jan. 2: “Framingham Stu 
dent Art Show” 

ATELIER 10 FINE ART GALLERY | 
978.897.7006 | 10 Nason St, Maynard 
| Tues-Sat noon-5 pm | Through Jan. 
5: “2007 Artist and Artisan Show” 

| PHOTO 

CENTER FOR ARTS IN NATICK | 
508.647.0097 | 14 Summer St, Natick 
| Tues-Sat, noon-6 pm; Sun 1-3 pm | 
Through Jan 2: Ron Pownall: “Rock 
& Roll Energy” 

IRIS AND B. GERALD CANTOR ART 
GALLERY | 508.793.3356 | College of 
the Holy Cross, 1 College St, Worces- 
ter | Mon-Fri 10 am-5 pm; Sat 2-5 pm 
| Through Dec 21: “Crossroads: Holy 
Cross’ Visual Arts Faculty and Staff” 
WESTBORO GALLERY | 
508.870.0110 | 8 W. Main St, West- 
borough | Wed-Sat 11 am-5 pm; Sun 
11 am-2 pm | Through Feb 4: Nancy 
E. von Hone: “Pastelandscapes” 


CAPE COD 

COTUIT CENTER FOR THE ARTS | 
508.428.0669 | 4404 Rte. 28, Cotuit 

| Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm; Sat 10 am-2 
pm | Through Dec 22: “Give a Little 
Art: Holiday Small Works Show” 
LOUISA GOULD GALLERY | 
508.693.7373 | 13 Beach St, Vineyard 
Haven, Martha's Vineyard | Daily 9 
am-6 pm | Through Dec 23: “Small 
Wonders Show” 
RICE/POLAK GALLERY | 
508.487.1052 | 430 Commercial St, 
Provincetown | Daily 11 am-1 pm | 
Through Dec 31: Group Show 


MUSEUMS 


DeCORDOVA MUSEUM | 
781.259.8355 | 51 Sandy Pond Rd, 
Lincoln | Tues-Sun 10 am-5 pm | 
Admission $9; $6 students, seniors, 
children | Through March 2008: 
“Beauty and Decay: Photographs of 
Flowers” | Ongoing: Charles “Tee 
nie” Harris: “Social Studies: Docu 
mentary Photography” 

— Arcade Gallery | Through Jan 13: 
Ricardo Barros: “Facir culpture” 
— Joyce and Edward Linde Gallery | 
Through Jan 13: “Trainscape: Instal 
lation Art for Model Railroads” 

— Museum School Gallery | Through 
Fall 2007: “Approaches to Narrative” 
— Photograph Study Sr 
ing: “Documentary PF 
| PHOTO 

— Roof Terrace | Ong 
Levy: Headlong and B 
— Sculpture Park | O 
dawn-dusk | Rece 


Ongo 


clude “Trojan Piggyba 
Rings,” “Nam June Paik 
for the 20th Century,” “Put 


over 4 

ERIC CARLE MUSEUM OF PICTURE 
BOOK ART | 413.658.1100 
West Bay Rd, Amherst | Tues 
am-4 pm; Sun noon-4 pm | Adm 
sion $7; $5 students, seniors, teach 
ers, ages 18 and under cture-book 
art from around the world | Through 
Jan 27, 2008: “Spiderwick: From 
Page to Screen” 

FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM | 
978.345.4207 | 185 Elm St, Fitchburg | 
Tues-Sun noon-4 pm | Admission $7; 
$5 students, seniors; free for ages 12 
and under | Through Jan. 27: “On the 


125 


Moore and Lothar Osterburg: 
Company of Shadows: Sculpture by 
Sally Moore and Photogravures by 
Lothar Osterburg” 
GRIFFIN MUSEUM OF PHOTOGRA- 
PHY | 781.729.1158 | 67 Shore Rd, 
Winchester | Tues-Thurs 11 am-5 pm; 
Fri 11 am-4 pm; Sat-Sun noon-4 pm 
| Admission $5; free for students, se- 
niors; free admission for all on Thurs 
| Through Jan 13: William Ropp: 
“Children” | William Wegman: “It’s 
A Dog’s Life” | PHOTO 
INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY 
ART | 617.478.3100 | 100 Northern 
Ave, Boston | Tues-Wed, Sat-Sun 10 
am-5 pm; Thurs-Fri: 10 am-9 pm 
| Admission $12; $10 students, se- 
niors; free for children under 12; free 
after 5 pm on “Target Free Thursday 
Nights” | Established in 1936 as the 
first non-collecting contemporary 
art institution in the US | Permanent 
collection of 21st-century art features 
sculpture, painting, video, photog- 
raphy, and drawing | Through Jan 6 
2008: “Design Life Now” | Through 
March 2 2008: “Momentum 9: Kader 
Attia” | Louise Bourgeois: “Bourgeois 
in Boston | Through July 13 2008: 
“Accumulations” | Ongoing: “A First 
Look at the ICA Collection” 
— Sandra and Gerald Fineberg Art Wall 
| Through Oct 26, 2008: Dave Muller 
| PHOTO 
ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER 
MUSEUM | 617.566.1401 | 280 the 
Fenway, Boston | Tues-Sun 11 am-5 
pm | Admission $12; $10 seniors; $5 
students with ID; free for ages 18 
and under | Built in the style of a 
1sth-century Venetian palace, the 
museum houses more than 2500 art 
objects, with emphasis on Italian 
Renaissance and 17th-céntury Dutch 
works and highlights including 
works by Giotto, Rembrandt, Botti- 
celli, Raphael, Titian, and Whistler 
| Free guided tours given Tues-Fri at 
2:30 pm | Through Jan 13: Cliff Ev- 
ans: “Empyrean” 
MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM 
OF CONTEMPORARY ART | 
413.664.4481 | 87 Marshall St, North 
Adams | Daily 10 am-5 pm | Admis 
sion $10; $8 students; $4 for ages 
6-16; free for ages 6 and under | 
Through Fall 2007: “Made at MASS 
MoCA” | Erik van Lieshout | Through 
Spring 2008: “The Believers” | Spen- 
cer Finch: “What Time is It on the 
Sun?” | Ongoing: Sol LeWitt: “A Wall 
Drawing Retrospective” | Dré Wap 
enaar: “Pavilion” | Fransje Killaars: 
“Installation: Figures, Colors First” 
Christina Kubisch: “Clocktower 
Project” | Bruce Odland and Sam 
Auinger: “Harmonic Bridge” | Walter 
Fandrich: “Music for a Quarry” 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS | 
617.267.9300 | 465 Huntington Ave 
Boston | Sat-Sun 10 am-4:45 pm; 
Mon-Tues 10 am-4:45 pm; Wed-Fri 
10 am-9:45 pm | Admission $17; $15 
students with college ID, seniors; 
free for ages 17 and under during 
non-school hours | Mon-Fri: intro 
ductory walks through ail collections 
10:30 am, 3 pm | “Art of Asia Walks” 
11 am | “Art of Europe Walks” 11:30 
am | “Art of the Americas Walks” 
1:30 pm “Art of Egypt and the Classi 
cal World Walks” 2 pm | Introductory 
walk also offered Wed 6:15 pm, Sat 
Sun 11am, 1pm, 2pm, 3pm 
— Exhibitions: Through Sept 14: 
Zhang Dagian: “Painter, Collector, 
Forger” | Through Jan 6: “Shy Boy, 
She Devil, and Isis: The Art of Con- 
ceptual Craft: Selections from the 
Wornick Collection” | Through Jan 
13: “Arts of Japan” | Through Jan 27: 
“Glittering Gold: Mlumination in 
Islamic Art” | “Symbols of Power: 
Napoleon and the Art of the Empire 
Style, 1800-1815” | Through Feb 10: 
“Contemporary Outlook: German 
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less otherwise noted. In addition to the hours = 
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te cae Sessions” | Through Dec 31: Kerry 
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Photography” | Through Feb 17: Ar- 
thur Wesley Dow | “Contemporary 
Outlook: Japan” | Through March 
23: “Walk This Way” | Through May 
4: “Drawing: A Broader Definition” 
Through May 2s: Jim Lambie 
P” | Through Aug 3: “Sumo: 

Sport” 
allery 


Fiber Art be 


1e Farago 
Collection” 

NATIONAL CENTER OF AFRO- 
AMERICAN ARTISTS | 617.442.8614 
| 300 Wainut Ave, Roxbury | Tues-Sun 
1-5 pm | Admission $4; $3 students, 
seniors | Ongoing: “Aspelta: A Nu- 
bian King’s Burial Chamber” 
NEWPORT ART MUSEUM & ART 
ASSOCIATION | 401.848.8200 | 76 
Bellevue Ave, Newport, RI | Mon- 

Sat 10 am-5 pm; Sun noon-5 pm | 
Through Dec 31: Judith Larzelere: 
“Art Quilts” | Through Jan 27: “Barbi- 
zon to Impressionism: Rhode Island 
Painters of the Late Nineteenth Cen- 
tury” | Through Feb 3: Wendy Wahl: 
“The Uncovered Grove” 

NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM | 
413.298.4100 | 9 Glendale Rd, Stock- 
bridge | Daily 10 am-s pm | Admis- 
sion $12; $7 students; free for ages 

18 and under when accompanied 

by an adult | Rockwell's studio and 
the world’s largest collection of his 
paintings | Through May 31 2008: 
“LitCGraphic: The World of the Graph- 
ic Novel” | Ongoing: “The Art of Nor- 
man Rockwell” | “Norman Rockwell's 
323 Saturday Evening Post Covers” 
PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM | 
978.745.9500 | East India Square, Lib- 
erty & Essex Sts, Salen | Daily 9 am-5 
pm | Admission $13; $11 seniors; $9 
students; free for ages 16 and under 
| American art and architecture 

and Asian, Asian Export, Native 
American, African, Oceanic, Mari- 
time, and Photography collections 
plus numerous parks and period 
gardens and 24 historic properties 
including Yin Yu Tang, a 200-year 
old house that is the only example 
of Chinese domestic architecture 

on display in the United States | 
Through Feb 24, 2008: Samuel Mc- 
Intire: “Carving An American Style” 
Through Jan 6, 2008: “Sketched at 
Sea” | Through Jan 27: “Accidental 
Mysteries” | Through Spring 2008: 
“Origami Now!” | “Perfect Imbal- 
ance: Exploring Chinese Aesthetics” 
Ongoing: “Of Gods and Mortals: 
Traditional Indian Art” | “All My 
Life: Contemporary Works by Native 
American Artists” | “Intersections: 
Native American Art in a New Light” 
“Yin Yu Tang” | “Gateway Bombay” 
Through Jan 2008: “Accidental Mys- 
teries” | PHOTO 

REVOLVING MUSEUM | 
978.937.2787 | 22 Shattuck St, Lowell 
Thurs-Sun noon-4 pm | Through 
Dec 31: “Electrifying: The Art of 
Light and Illumination” 
SOMERVILLE MUSEUM | 
617.666.9810 | 1 Westwood Rd, 
Somerville | Thurs 2-7 pm; Fri 2-5 pm; 
Sat noon-5 pm | Through Dec 22: 
“Immigrant City: Then and Now” 
STERLING AND FRANCINE CLARK 
ART INSTITUTE | 413.458.2303 | 225 
South St, Williamstown | Daily 10 am- 
5 pm | Admission $10; free for ages 
18 and under | French Impressionist 
paintings including more than 30 
by Renoir plus American works by 
Homer, Sargent, Cassatt, and Rem- 
ington and extensive collections of 
prints, drawings, silver, and sculp- 
ture | Through Jan 13, 2008: “Facing 
the Lens: 19th-Century Portrait Pho- 
tographs at the Clark” | Through Jan 
21: “Consuming Passion: Fragonard’s 
Allegories of Love” | “Printed Love” | 
Ongoing: “The Clark: Celebrating 50 
Years of Art in Nature” 
WADSWORTH ATHENEUM | 
860.278.2670 | 600 Main St, Hartford, 
CT | Wed-Fri 11 am-5 pm; Sat-Sun 

10 am-5 pm | Admission $10; $8 
seniors; $5 students; free for ages 12 
and underffollections of American 
and European paintings and sculp- 
ture as well as glass, silver, Wallace 
Nutting furniture, Meissen porce- 
lain, and the J. Pierpont Morgan 
collection of American decorative 
arts | Through Dec 30: “again: se- 
rial practices in contemporary art” 

| Through Jan 6: Christopher Mir/ 
MATRIX 157: “Dreams, Memories, 


Reflections” | Through April 20: 
“Magic Facade: The Austin House” 

| Through April 27: “Martin Luther 
King Jr.: Life, Times, and Legacy” 

| Through Dec 30, 2008: “Faith & 
Fortune: Five Centuries of European 
Masterworks” 

WORCESTER ART MUSEUM | 
508.799.4406 | $5 Salisbury St 
Worcester | Wed-Sun 11 a 
third Thurs of the 
pm; Sat 10 am-5 
$8 seniors, stude 


ts; free for ages 
d under; admission fre 
am-noon | Extensive collection o 
Asian art in Chinese, Japanese, In 
dian, and Islamic galleries | Korean 
ceramics from the fifth and sixth 
centuries | Works by John Singleton 
Copley, James Peale, Robert Fulton, 
and Edward Savage in the Marianne 
E. Gibson Gallery | Dec 22-March 

16: “Abstract Expressionist Prints” 

| Through Jan 13: Martha Rosler: 
“Bringing the War Home” | Through 
Feb 4: “Textile Heirlooms from the 
Indus Valley” | Through April 6: “An 
American Vision: Treasures from 
the Winterthur Museum” | Through 
Spring 2008: Alexander Ross: “Wall 
at WAM” | Ongoing: Alexander Ross: 
“Wall at WAM” 
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SCHOOLS 
UNIVERSITIES 


BOSTON COLLEGE | McMullen 
Museum | 617.552.8100 | Chestnut 
Hill | Mon-Fri 11 am-4 pm; Sat-Sun, 
noon-5 pm 

— Thomas P. O'Neill, jr. Library | 
617.552.4470 | Mon-Sat 11 am-4 pm 

| Ongoing: O'Neill Memorial 
Exhibit” 

BOSTON UNIVERSITY | 
617.353.3349 

— Boston University Art Gallery | 
617.353.3329 | 855 Comm Ave | Tues- 

Fri 10 am-5 pm | Sat-Sun 1-5 pm | 
Through Jan 13: Chikanobu: “Mo- 
dernity and Nostalgia in Japanese 
Prints” 

— 808Gallery at Boston University | 
617.358.0922 | 808 Comm Ave | Tues-Fri 
11 am-5 pm; Sat-Sun 1-5 pm | Closed 
Dec 24-Jan 2| Through Jan 6: 2007 
Faculty Exhibition 

— Howard Gotlieb Archival Research 
Center | 617.353.3696 | 771 Comm Ave | 
Ongoing: “From Major Barbara to 
Doctor Dolittle: The Incomparable 
Career of Rex Harrison” 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY | Cambridge 
— Busch-Reisinger Museum | 
617.495.9400 | 32 Quincy St | Mon-Sat 

10 am-5 pm; Sun 1-5 pm | Admis- 
sion $9; $6 students; $7 seniors; free 
for ages 18 and under; free on Sat 

10 am-noon | Tours Mon-Fri 1 pm | 
Features Central and Northern Eu- 
ropean art, including late medieval, 
Renaissance, and Baroque sculpture, 
16th-century painting, 18th-century 
porcelain, collection of 2oth-century 
German works | Through Dec 30: 
“Making Myth Modern: Primordial 
Themes .n German 20th-Century 
Sculpture” | Through Jan 6: “Paint- 
ings by Max Beckmann from the 
Pinakothek der Moderne, Munich” | 
Ongoing: “Art and Design from Cen- 
tral and Northern Europe” 

— Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts 
| 617.495.3252 | 24 Quincy St | Mon-Sat 9 
am-11:30 pm; Sun noon-11:30 pm | 
Through jan 4: Félix Gonzdlez-Torres: 
Untitled (Placebo — Landscape for Roni) 

— Fogg Art Museum | 617.495.9400 | 32 
Quincy St | Mon-Sat 10 am-5 pm; Sun 
1-5 pm | Admission $9; $6 students; 
$7 seniors; free for those under 18; 
free admission Sat 10 am-noon | 
Tours Mon-Fri 11 am | Collections 
illustrate the history of Western art 
from the Middle Ages to the present | 
Through February 2008: “Contempo- 
rary Art from the Harvard University 
Art Museums Collections” | Ongo- 
ing: “17th-Century French Paint- 

ing and Sculpture” | “The Maurice 
Wertheim Collection” | “Modern Art, 
1865-1965” | “British and Continental 
Silver” | “Rubens and His Collabora- 
tors” | “17th-Century Dutch and 
Flemish Painting” | “i8th-Century 
European Ceramics and Paintings” 

| “American Art at Harvard” | “Cian 
Lorenzo Bernini: Sketches in Clay” | 
“Highlights from the Collection of 
Crenviile L. Winthrop” | “Investigat- 
ing the Renaissance” 


NAPOLEON’S CUIRASS, which was made around 1805, is part of “Symbols of Power: 
Napoleon and the Art the Empire Style, 1800-1815,” the Museum Fine Arts. 


— Harvard Museum of Natural His- 
tory | 617.495.3045 | Oxford + Everett Sts 
| Mon-Sun 9 am-5 pm | Admission 
$9; $7 seniors; $6 students; free for 
ages 3 and under; free for Massa- 
chusetts residents Sun 9 am-noon | 
The “Ware Collection of Glass Mod- 
els and Plants” includes more than 
3000 glass flowers | The Mineral- 
ogical and Geological Museums fea- 
ture a 1642-pound amethyst geode | 
The Museum of Comparative Zool- 
ogy covers species from the earliest 
fossil invertebrates and reptiles to 
fish and reptiles alive today | Ex- 
hibitions also include whale skel- 
etons, the largest turtle shell ever 
found, the first Triceratops discov- 
ered, the Harvard mastodon, and 

a 42-foot-long Kronosaurus, the 
only complete and mounted model 
of the sea reptile in the country | 
Through March 31: “Nests & Eggs” | 
Through May 23: Carl Linneaus: “A 
300 Year Legacy” | Ongoing: “Look- 
ing At Animals” | “Arthropods: 
Creatures that Rule” | “The Glass 
Flowers” | “Dodos, Trilobites, and 
Meteorites: Treasures of Nature and 
Science” | “Climate Change: Our 
Global Experiment” 

— Peabody Museum of Archezology 
and Ethnology | 617.496.1027 | 11 
Divinity Ave | Through Dec 31: “From 
Nation to Nation: Examining Lewis 
and Clark’s Indian Collection” | 
Through April 30: “A Good Type: 
Tourism and Science in Early Japa- 
nese Photographs” 

— Pusey Library | 617.495.2509 | 
Harvard Yard near Mass Ave + Quincy St 

| Mon-Fri 9 am-s5 pm | Ongoing: 
“Theodore Roosevelt: Imagery for 

a Presidency” | Through Dec 31: 
“Family Album: The Roosevelts at 
Home” 

— Arthur M. Sackler Museum | 
617.495.9400 | 485 Broadway | Mon-Sat 
10 am-5 pm; Sun 1-5 pm | Admission 
$9; $6 students; $7 seniors; free for 
those under 18; free admission Sat 
10 am-noon | Docent tours Wed 2 
pm | The second and fourth floors 
feature a permanent collection of 


works from Oriental, Islamic, Ro- 
man, and other ancient cultures 
| Through Jan 20: “Gods in Color: 


Painted Sculpture of Classical Antiq- 


uity” | Through Jan 27: “A Tradition 
Redefined: Modern and Contem- 
porary Chinese Ink Paintings from 
the Chu-tsing Li Collection, 1950- 
2000” | Through Feb 10: “On the 
Path of Madness: Representations 
of Majnun in Persian, Turkish, and 
Indian Painting | Through Jan 27: 
“Downtime” | Through Feb 2008: 
“Overlapping Realms: Arts of the 
Islamic World and India, 900-1900” 
| Ongoing: “Alexander's Image and 
the Beginning of Greek Portraiture” 
| “Ancient Chinese Ritual Bronzes 
and Jades” | “The Art of Ancient 
Rome” | “Chinese Buddhist Cave 
Temple Sculpture and Murals” | 
“East Asian Buddhist Sculpture” | 
“Hellenistic Art: Objects from the 
Expanded World” | “Indian and 
Southeast Asian Sculpture” | “Near 
Eastern Art” 

— Semitic Museum | 617.495.4631 | 

6 Divinity Ave | Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm; 
Sun 1-4 pm | Ongoing: “Nuzi and 
the Hurrians: Fragments from a 
Forgotten Past” | “Ancient Cyprus: 
The Cesnola Collection” | “The 
Sphinx and the Pyramids: 100 
Years of American Archzology at 
Giza” | “The Houses of Ancient Is- 
rael: Domestic, Royal, Divine” 

— Tozzer Library | 617.495.2292 | 21 
Divinity Ave | Call for hours | Through 
March 31, 2008: “Feeding the Ances- 
tors: Tlingit Carved Horn Spoons” 
MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF 
ART | 617.232.1555 | Tower Bidg, 
621 Huntington Ave, Boston | Mon- 
Fri 10 am-10 pm; Sat 11 am-10 pm 
— Student Life Gallery | Kennedy Bide, 
621 Huntington Ave [second floor] | Mon- 
Fri 9 am-8 pm | Ongoing: “Under 
Pressure” 

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY | Cambridge 

— MIT Museum | 617.253.4444 | 

265 Mass Ave | Daily 10 am-5 pm | 
Admission $7.50, $3 for seniors, 
students, and ages 5-18 | Ongoing: 


“Shipbuilding in Massachusetts 
100 Years Ago” | “Mind and Hand: 
The Making of MIT Scientists and 
Engineers” | “Robots and Beyond: 
Exploring Artificial Intelligence 

at MIT” | “Holography: The Light 
Fantastic” | “Cestural Engineering: 
The Sculpture of Arthur Ganson” | 
“Thinkapalooza” | “Flashes of Inspi- 
ration: The Work of Doc Edgerton” 
— Compton Gallery | 617.258.9106 | 77 
Mass Ave | Mon-Fri 9:30 am-5 pm | 
Through Feb 3: “MIT Professor Jerry 
Milgram: An Exceptional Ocean 
Engineer” 

— Dean's Gallery | 617.253.4400 | so 
Memorial Dr | Daily 9-5 pm | Through 
Feb 29: Robert Mapplethorpe: “Y 
Portfolio” 

— Hart Nautical Galleries | 
617.253.5492 | 55 Mass Ave | Daily 9 
am-8 pm | Ongoing: “Ship Models: 
The Evolution of Ship Design” | 
“Deep Frontiers: Ocean Engineer- 
ing at MIT” 

— Innovation Gallery | 617.253.4444 

| 265 Mass Ave | Mon-Fri 9:30 am-5 
pm | Ongoing: “City Car” | “MIT and 
the Sea” | “Zebrafish and Cancer 
Research” | “Windows on MIT” | 
Claude Shannon: “Ingenious Ma- 
chines” | “Sandscapes” 

— List Visual Arts Center | 
617.253.4680 | 20 Ames St | Daily 
noon-6 pm | Through Dec 30: 
“Sounding the Subject/Video 
Trajectories: Selections from the 
Pamela and Richard Kramlich Col- 
lection and the New Art Trust” | 
Through Jan. 4: Adam Ames and 
Andrew Bordwin: “Mark” 

— Stata Center Student Street | 
617.253.8089 | Building 32, 32 Vassar St | 
Open round the clock | Through May 
2008: Jeff Lieberman: “Acrylic Dive” 
— Strobe Alley | 617.253.4629 | 77 
Mass Ave | Call for hours | Ongoing: 
“Never Stop Learning: The Life and 
Legacy of Harold Edgerton” 

— Wiesner Student Art Gallery | 
617.253.7019 | Stratton Student Center 
84 Mass Ave | Open round the clock | 
Through Jan 1: “Exhibition by MIT 
Arts Scholars” 


— Wolk Gallery 7.253.7334|R 
7-338, 77 Mass Ave | Through Dec 21 
Wendy Jacob: “Between Spaces 

— Women's Studies Program 


Ave ll for hours 
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MASSASOIT COMMUNITY COL- 
LEGE | 78 x 419 


MONTSERRAT COLLEGE OF ART 
GALLERY | 97 

St, Beverly | M 
pm 
pm | Through Feb 2 
Docu ing the 


imurs 10 am-5 pm 


; Sat noon-5 


Cornu 


— Carol S 


are Alu ery 
Mon-Fri 10 am-5 pm; Ts: 10 
am-8 pm; Sat noon-s5 pm | Throt 
Dec 21: Jen N 
New Work” 
NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY | 
617.373.2249 | Boston 

— Ryder Hall Atrium | 147 Forsyth 
St | Daily 7 am-11 pm | Ongoing: 
“Recent Urban Design: Work in 
Boston” 

PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE CEN- 
TER AT BOSTON UNIVERSITY | 
617.353.0600 | 832 Comm Ave, Bos- 
ton | Tues-Fri 10 am-6 pm; Thurs 
until 8 pm; Sat-Sun noon-s5 pm | $3; 
$2 students, seniors | Through Jan 
27: “AD|AGENCY” | PHOTO 

REGIS COLLEGE | Carney Gallery | 
781.768.8367 | 235 Wellesley St 
Weston | Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm | 

— Speliman Museum of Stamps & 
Postal History | Thurs-Sun noon-5 
pm | Admission $5; $3 students, 
seniors; free for ages 16 and under 
| Exhibits include rare Lindbergh 
material from 1927 transatlantic 
flight, US and Boston airmail his 
tory, and international airmail 
including the world’s first airma 


zzaro: “Distance, 


flight in india in 1911, rotating 
topical exhibits on stamps 

RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF 
DESIGN | Museum of Art 
401.454.6500 | 224 Benefit St, Prov 
dence, RI | Tues-Sun 10 am-5 pm 
Admission $8; $5 seniors; $3 stu 
dents, ages 5-18 | Through March 
16: “Kabuki Prints” | Through Jan 
13: “Heroes and Warriors: Japanese 
Prints of Historical Narratives and 
Legendary Tales” | Through Jan 

15: “Music Video/Silent Film” | 
Through Jan 27: “Kenneth Jay Lane” 
| Through March 4: “Re-Viewing 
the Twentieth Century” | Through 
March 16: “Primary Colors or 

Reds and Blues States” | Through 
April 2008: “An American Idyll” | 
Through May 2008: “Spring Salon: 
European Paintings in the Main 
Gallery” | Ongoing: “A Crand Gal- 
lery European Paintings from the 
Permanent Collection” | “Black 

on White: Monochrome Japanese 
Prints | “Rethinking the Romans 
New Views of Ancient Sculpture” 

| “The birds and the bees and the 
flowers and the trees: Flora and 
Fauna in Ceramic Design and Deco 
ration” | “The Japanese Tradition in 
Studio Pottery” | Wedgwood from 
the Museum's Collection | “19th- 
Century Painting, Sculpture, and 
Decorative Art from the Permanent 
Collection” | PHOTO 

SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY | New 
England School of Art & Design Gal 
lery | 617.536.0383 | 75 Arlington 
St, Boston | Mon-Fri 8 am-io pm; 
Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun noon-s5 pm 

| Through Dec 21: “Ozspirations: 
New Art Inspired by the Wizard 
of Oz” 

SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY LAW 
SCHOOL | Adams Gallery | 
617.573.8508 | 120 Tremont St 
Boston | Daily 9 am-7 pm | Through 
Jan 20, 2008: “From Dairy to Door- 
step: Milk Delivery in New Eng- 
land 1860-1960” 

TUFTS UNIVERSITY | Art Gallery 

| 617.627.3518 | 4oR Talbot Ave, 
Medford | Tues-Sun 11 am-5 pm; 
Thurs 11 am-8 pm | Closed Dec 17 
through Jan 16 

— New Media Wall | Through Dec 
23: Yur. Makoveychuk: “The In- 
stitute” 

— Remis Sculpture Court | Through 
Dec 23: “Clobal Village Shelters” 
— Slater Concourse Gallery | 
Through Dec 30: Miguel Luciano: 
“Cuando la Callinas Mean” 


sot a THE BOSTON PHOENIX | ARTS + MUSIC + EVENT DECEMBER 21.2 35 
4 | 617.253.8844 | Room 14E-3 77 Ma 
5: “Jewelry by Artists: The Daphne Randolph St, Canton | Tues-Fri 1 
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BLUE MAN GROUP | Th 


k Award-w 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL | Here it is 


he annual attack of the Scr 


any, 201 
4 e, Rhode 
401.351.4242 


rough 
mber 30 | Per times 
Idren 2-12 


$42-$60; $21-$30 cI 
7 1aS $25-$35; $12.50 
2-12) | Outgoing 
Music Theatre 


Kimbell dire 


$17.5 
North Shore 


$45-$70; youth, 
New Repertory 
Theatre fields artistic director Rick 


Lomb 


senior disc 


do's stage adaptation, 
which “has all the lavish trim 
ngs of a Victorian Christmas” 

4 comes with a pre-show carol 
concert. | Arsenal Center for the 
Arts, 321 Arsenal St, Watertown | 
617.923.8487 | Through December 
23 | Curtain 7 pm Wed-Thurs | 8 pm 
Fri | 3 + 8 pm Sat |1+ 6pm Sun | 
$35-$55 | New Life Fine Arts Musical 
Theater presents Ebenezer Scrooge: A 
Christmas Carol, in which Concord- 
based composer David McAdam, 
who penned the adaptation, 
weaves together his own original 
music with well-known Christmas 
carols. Also on board: a cast of 

44 actors/singers and a chamber 
orchestra. | Emerson Umbrella 
Center for the Arts, 40 Stow St, 

Cc ord | 508.370.8455 | Through 
December 23 | Curtain 7:30 pm 
Thurs-Fri | 2 + 7:30 pm Sat | 2 pm 
Sun | $20; $18 seniors, students; 
$15 children under 12 | West End 
Theater offers an adaptation by lan 
McColl, who also directs. Michael 
McNamara plays the old piker. | 
West End Theater, 1 Washington 
St, Cloucester | 978.281.0680 | 
Through December 30 | Curtain 
7:30 pm Fri-Sat | 5 pm Sun | $12; 

$8 children | Hartford Stage calls 
its version, by artistic director 
Michael Wilson, A Christmas Carol: 

A Ghost Story of Christmas. Wilson 
directs the piece, which marries 
“a Victorian Christmas card come 


ar 


sweethearts past harmonies 


fie and the dancing kicks into 7/16 


and 11/1 f-waving heaven. It's enough to make 
the verities of human existence seem older than warfare 
The opening stage set is simple, even elemental, a trio of 


thresholds, each with family gathered within and the tradi- 


tional decorations of hazelnut branches and wheat. There's 
a stone wall with a hearth to the rear, and at the sides what 


k! ane trees with a dusting of snow. The women’s 


look like 


p 


costumes in particular, mostly shirts and babushkas and em- 


ed skirts and vests, are a giddy whirl of colors: white 


re sreen cold some broy nd — nart fr 
ed, black, green, gold, some brown and yellow — apart from 
the identical brown-and-red aprons w n 


e, with 
and the 


the Kole edari are vi s who go from 
house to house dispensin 2asonal blessings) break into 
a trio of Balkan carols. We hear singine from the Sanders 


pear, cousins to the ugly Wiieschte mummers of last year’s 


as Revels, fuzzy animal-masked 


Is (| kept 
thinking the CSBE was going to break into Mahler's Sixth 
Symphony) amone the audience tapping shoulders with 
branches of cornel to disperse evil spirits. The audience 
sings a Croatian song (in English), and a line dance 

Niska banja,” breaks out as if direct from Zorba the Ser- 
bian. Some of the Revels children act out the Bulgarian 


Swiss/German Christr 


shamans who move, to the clang of cowbe 


tale of Milka the Beautiful, who's torn between two suitors 


before a merchant from a far-off land arrives with a red 
rose and a golden chain and carries her away. Debra Wise 
(from Underground Railway Theater) narrates the Slove- 
nian story of “Strawberries in Winter,” in which a wicked 
stepmother sends her two children into the winter woods 
to fetch the impossible (\ 2S, apples), but 
because the children are r 


to life” with “a bone-chilling 
ghost story” that features airborne 
ectoplasm. Bill Raymond steps 
into Scrooge’s nightshirt for the 
ninth time. | Hartford Stage, 5o 
Church St, Hartford, Connecticut 
| 860.527.5151 | Through December 
29 | Curtain 2 pm [December 26- 
27 only] + 7:30 pm Wed-Thurs | 
7:30 pm Fri | 2 + 7:30 pm Sat-Sun 

| $27-$64; $10 discount children 


under 12; $10 discount students, 
in advance; half-price rush at box 
office two hours prior to curtain 
At Berkshire Theatre Festival, the 
adaptation is by Brandeis Theater 
Department chair Eric Hill, who 
directs with E. Gray Simons III. | 
Unicorn Theatre, Berkshire The- 
atre Festival, Main St, Stockbridge 
| 413.298.5536 | Through December 
30 | Curtain 7 pm Tues-Sun [no per- 


the lights dim again, and the survakari ap- 


Drink plenty of wa 
sis stage director Patrick Swans 


ne tree with an tho 
d the tree, with and witho 


poems, Ilan Shamir's “Advice 


es the line 


ece of this Christmas R 


light accorded the Abbots Bromiley Horn Dance — which 
with its Fool and Hobby Horse and Boy Archer and um 
brella-bearing Man-Woman seems spookier and more ap- 
propriate than ever in a Balkan context — the snow-covered 
branches hint at Susan Cooper's Silver on the Tree. (Cooper 
wrote “The Shortest Day” for Revels in 1977, and that poem 
has been recited at every Christmas Revels since.) And the 
Tree of Life (a slinky Rowan Swanson) anchors Revels’ Bal- 
kan mummers’ play, where Perun the Thunder God (Woody 
Nussdorfer, in a silver outfit that would make Flash Gordon 
blush) dukes it out with Veles the Dragon (Debra Wise) 
and actually triumphs — in this version of St. George and 
the Dragon, it's the dragon who dies and has to be revived 
so the cycle of seasons can continue. You could think of 
Revels as Boston's Tree of Life: it's put down deep roots, it 
drinks plenty water, and continues grow 

_Jeffrey Gantz 


formance December 25, no evening 
December 30] + 2 pm December 22, 
23, 29, 30 | $35-$45; $20-$25 stu- 
dents, children 

A CHRISTMAS CELTIC SOJOURN 

| Brian O’Donovan, host of the 
popular WCBH radio show A Celtic 
Sojourn, celebrates the season with 
this “intimate sharing of Christ- 
mas music, songs, dancing, poet- 
Ty, and stories to warm the winter 


nights.” On hand will be the tra- 
ditional oand Solas, singer Aoife 
O'Donovan, guitarist Dougie Ma- 
cLean, dancer Kieran Jordan, and 
lots more; if you don’t hear “Mrs. 
Fogerty’s Christmas Cake,” ask for 
it by name. Last year’s event drew 
more than 6000 persons, so they 
must be doing something right. 

| Cutler Majestic Theatre, 219 
Tremont St, Boston | 800.233.3123 


er 22 | Curtain 8 
pm Fri +8 Sat | $25-$75 
CHRISTMAS REVELS | This 37th 
annual celebration of the winter 
solstice takes its audience to the 


voted 


lar dancing, la olor 


m Bulgaria, 
rbia, Bos- 
nia, and Croatia.” Patrick Swanson 
is at the heim of the extravaganza, 
whose parti nts include the 
Survachlia Children, the Koledari 
Chorus, the world-music group 
Libana, Cambridge Symphonic 
Brass Ensemble, the Kukeri Mum 
mers, the Pinewoods Morris Men, 
gaida (bagpipe) player Patrick 

nsem 


Yacono, the Balkan dance 
ble Miadost, and, of course, the 
Lord of the Dance. Underground 
Railway Theater's Debra Wise is 
narrator; music direction is by 
George Emilen. | Sanders Theatre, 
Memorial Hall, 45 Quincy St, Cam 
bridge | 617.496.2222 | December 
14-30 | Curtain 3 pm [December 27, 
28 only] + 7:30 pm Thurs-Fri | 3 + 
7:30 pm Sat | 1 +5 pm [no evening 
December 30] Sun | $25-$47; $15-$37 
children under 12 | Jeffrey Cantz’s 
review at left 

CLASSICS! | Boston-based Chamber 
Theatre Productions, which tours 
programs of stage adaptations of 
classic short stories for student 
audiences and others, makes a 
hometown stop. On this program 
are Edgar Allan Poe's The Fall of the 
House of Usher, O. Henry’s The Ran- 
som of Red Chief, Frank R. Stockton's 
The Lady or the Tiger?, Saki's The Open 
Window, and Richard Connell's The 
Most Dangerous Game. | December 20: 
Chevalier Theatre, 30 Forest St, 
Medford | December 21: John Han 
cock Hall, 180 Berkeley St, Boston | 
Curtain 10:30 am | $15.25 
DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN | Mi- 
chael Van Osch, who has toured 
the country as the caveman, plays 
the title male in Rob Becker's 
“prehistoric look at the battle of 
the sexes,” a one-man comedy that 
played for two years on Broadway. | 
Stuart St Playhouse, 200 Stuart St, 
Boston | 800.447.7400 | December 
26-January 5 | Curtain 8 pm Mon 
[December 31] | 8 pm Wed-Fri | 3 + 8 
pm Sat | 3 pm Sun | $49.50; $24.75 
students with ID, at the box office, 
30 minutes prior to curtain 

THE EIGHT: REINDEER MONO- 
LOGUES | The X-Mas Project pres- 
ents Jeff Goode’s one-act play, 
which revolves around unsavory 
allegations against Santa by rape- 
crying reindeer Vixen. So much for 
A Christmas Carol, whose Scrooge at 
least keeps his pants on. Catherine 
Bertrand directs the show, which 
features Ed Peed. | Factory Theatre 
in the Piano Factory, 791 Tremont 
St, Boston | www. reindeerinbos- 
ton.com | Through December 30 | 
Curtain 8 pm Thurs-Sun + 3 pm Sat 
| $15 in advance; $20 at the door 
ENCORE! | Boston-based Chamber 
Theatre Productions, which tours 
the country with stage adaptations 
of classic short stories intended 
for student audiences and others, 
makes some home-town stops. On 
the program are Edgar Allan Poe's 
The Tell Tale Heart, Washington 
Irving's The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, 
W.W. Jacobs's The Monkey's Paw, Guy 
de Maupassant’s The Necklace, and 
Mark Twain's The Celebrated Jump- 
ing Frog of Calaveras County. | Berklee 
Performance Center, 136 Mass Ave, 
Boston | 800.225.7988 | December 21 
| Curtain 10:30 am | $15.25 

IRVING BERLIN'S WHITE CHRIST- 
MAS | The stage musical based 

on the classic 1954 Michael Curtiz 
film that starred Bing Crosby and 


| 
wif 
COMPILED CAROLYN CLAY 
sightful at ME ER MAIDS 
and dea ng evening ~ 
that are a ket REVELS GOES TO THE BALKANS Balkans for a performance 
paint t sp f r in the “beautiful singing, spec 
t 1 1 wants to f wt year hristrre els to the Balkans \ RUN TH 
ART lef y | Curtain 8 p wt 4/4 n endancered ty performine INDER GOD 
lay pe ance times | 1+ 4 pm t kind of rm that rter w 1 would 
T Wed De we we er niy ne 
om Su $48 t annual Ww ebra ; 
Year's Eve the Balka n't anything to laugh about. There are 
plenty of sm on stage, however, and toe-tapping feet, as 4 
gs about sweethearts and grain and grapes and olives 
es. Trinity Repertory Company offers 4 - as q 
gs the engaging 1977 adaptation by and sweethearts and drinking and village life and still more , _ 5 5 : wis 7 
like Peter Pan. This year’s pro 4 
jr. Brian McEleney and Williams 
oe wn adaptation (with members of of Libana. no two women have the same outfit = a j 
oe the NSMT staff) of Dickens's tale in dim light. the Cambridge Symphonic Brass Ensemble =e =" . 
his wild night. The show features strikes up Tom Pixton’s newly comp 
+ oe Victorian Christmas music and Balkanized glints of the “The Lord of the Dance spirits of the forest, everything is given to them. (When i 
lots special effects; David Coffee Sussex Carol. start, little oddly, with three Stepmom herself goes out after oranges, however, she 
Maes plays Scrooge for the 16th con Enelish carols (“Hark the Herald Angels Sine.” “We Wish ome to a predictable b nd.) 
Pear ecutive year. | North Shore Music nite SIR ark the Herald Angels Sing,” "We Wish = to a predictable bad end 
Theatre, Dunham Rd; Beverly You Merry Christmas,” and “In the Bleak Wise also recites 
oie G 78.232.7200 | Through December perhaps to get the audience engaged. Soon, however. from a Tree” ( - of 
eT 3 | Curtain 8 pm Fri | 2 + 8 pm Sat ter”) and Reve ree 
associations, is the centerpi eve/s 
a 
ae 


Danny Kaye as a song-and-dance 
team trying to save their dear old 


World War Il general's 


2 1950S 


800.447.7400 | Th 
December 23 | Curtain 2 + 7: 
Thurs | 7:30 pm Fri | 2 + 7:30 pm 
Sat | i pm Sun | $22-$78; $150 VIP 
seating includes orchestra-pit seat- 
ing and a gift bag that includes a 
show CD 

JOEY AND MARIA’S COMEDY WED- 
DING | “One wedding that’s had 

an unbelievable reception,” the 
Italianate, audierice-interactive 
nuptials are back. | Tremont Play- 
house in the Tremont Hotel, 275 
Tremont St, Boston | Indefinitely 
800.944.JOEY | Curtain 7:30 pm 
Sat | $55 includes dinner catered by 
Italian Express 

THE KING AND I | Turtle Lane 
Playhouse presents the classic 1951 
Rodgers & Hammerstein musi- 

cal set in 1862 at the court of the 
King of Siam, where Welsh widow 
Anna Leonowens charms first the 
monarch’s many children and 
then the old dictator himself. The 
wonderful score includes “Cet- 
ting To Know You” and “Shall We 
Dance.” The production features 

a number of Asian performers. | 
Turtle Lane Playhouse, 283 Melrose 
St, Newton | 617.244.0169 | Decem 
ber 27-30 | Curtain 8 pm Thurs-Sat | 
2 pm Sun | $20-$25 

LAW AND MURDER | Mystery Café 
presents an audience-interactive 
“spoof on the whole Law and Order, 
CSI phenomenon.” With dinner. 
Elephant and Castle, 161 Devon- 
shire St, Boston | 781.784.7469 x 202 
Indefinitely | Curtain 7:30 pm Sat 
$48, includes dinner 

MEMORY HOUSE | | Artistic di- 
rector Curt Columbus is at the 
helm of Kathleen Tolan’s mother 
daughter drama, a sort of ‘night, 
Mother Lite, lacking life-and-death 
stakes. The play unfolds in real 
time as teen Katia tries to avoid 
writing a college-application es- 
say due at midnight tonight, New 
Year’s Eve, while mom Maggie, 
having picked this holiday eve to 
discover her inner Martha Stew- 
art, bakes, apparently for the first 
time, a pie. In the 80 minutes 
this culinary exercise requires, 
from slapping together a crust 

to actual baking of the aromatic 
foodstuff, Katia — adopted from 
Russia at six and unsure of her 
early memories (the subject of the 
essay) and cultural identity — and 
Maggie duke it out. Memory House 
is hardly a mansion of a drama- 
turgical edifice, but it does have 
its graces, and they are fully real- 
ized in this well-acted production 
featuring Trinity veteran Anne 
Scurria and recent Brown/Trinity 
Rep Consortium grad Susannah 
Flood. | Trinity Repertory Com- 
pany, 201 Washington St, Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island | 401.351.4242 
| Through January 6 | Curtain 7 pm 
Tues | 2 + 7 pm Wed | 8 pm Thurs- 
Fri | 2 + 8 pm Sat | 2 + 7 pm [no eve- 
ning December 23] Sun | $20-$60 
MIRACLE ON 34TH STREET | 
Artistic director Weylin Symes 

is at the helm of this Stoneham 
Theatre holiday offering based 

on the Valentine Davies novel 
that also inspired the 1947 Nata- 


Boston 


30 pm 


lie Woo 


d film in which the real 
nta Claus, working for Macy's, 
tted off to Bel claim- 
to be who h ia Di 
Benedetto did the stage adapta- 


he holiday classic 


tion of t about 


and all he stan 


meham Theatre, 


Kris Kri 


on trial 
Main S$ 


carface and 
Ricardo’s 


t, Boston 


NO CHILD. 


7 Obie 


son play based on her 


IT orce has g 
are the Lucille Lortel Award for 
Best Solo Production, the Outer 
Critics Circle awards for Best New 
American Play and Outstanding 
Solo Production, and the 2007 
Theater World Award for Best De- 
but Performance. It's easy to see 
why: Sun, a diminutive dervish 
of a performer talented enough 
to surmount the stereotypical as- 
pects of her script, is all over the 
ugly-linoleumed, water-damaged 
place, playing over a dozen roles 
including a cadre of attitude-spew- 
ing students, their overwhelmed 
first-time teacher, and the vener- 
able African-American janitor who 
has watched the building and the 
system crumble over 50 years and 
serves here as narrator. Hal Brooks 
directs the compelling work, in 
which each character, as limned 
with energetic, undulating physi- 
cality and a big bag of accents by 
Sun, is immediately identifiable. 
And most become lovable. | Loeb 
Drama Center, 64 Brattle St, Cam- 
bridge | 617.547.8300 | Through 
December 23 | Curtain 7:30 pm 
Thurs | 8 pm Fri | 2 + 8 pm Sat | 2 
pm Sun | $39-$79; $25 students; $15 
student rush 
PINOCCHIO | The venerable Boston 
Children's Theatre takes on the 
classic tale (by Italian writer Carlo 
Collodi) of the puppet who would 
be a real boy. Patricia M. Cleeson 
directs a cast of 12 young actors 
9-16. | Grand Lodge of Masons of 
Massachusetts, 186 Tremont St, 
Boston | 617.424.6634 | Through 
December 31 | Curtain 2 pm Fri [De- 
nber 28}, Sat [December 29], Sun 
December 30}, Mon [December 31] 
| $12-$20 
THE SANTALAND SIARIES | New 
Repertory Theatre “revives its holi 
day celebration of anti-cheer” as 
Wesley Savick directs Cuy Olivieri, 
who appeared in New Rep’s recent 
tick, tick... BOOM!, as Crumpet the 
disgruntied Macy’s elf in David Se- 
daris’s hilarious autobiographical 
tale of time served in Santa Land, 
amid screaming parents, kids, and 
co-workers. | Black Box Theatre, 
Arsenal Center for the Arts, 321 Ar- 
senal St, Watertown | 617.923.8487 
| Through December 30 | Curtain 
7:30 pm Wed-Thurs | 8:30 pm Fri | 
4:30 + 8:30 pm Sat | 3+ 7 pm Sun| 
$30; $23 seniors; $10 students 
THE SANTALAND DIARIES ano 
SEASON'S GREETINGS | As an 
antidote to the annual Scrooge 
fest, Sandra Feinstein-Camm The- 
atre offers this pairing of acerb 
holiday outings by David Sedaris. 
In the autobiographical Santaland 
Diaries, adapted by Joe Mantello, 
Sedaris records his time on holi- 
day duty as Crumpet the Elf at 
Macy’s. Seasons Greetings focuses on 
a sunny housewife churning out 
the annual Christmas newslet- 
ter — whose news includes the 
arrival on her doorstep of “her 
husband's illegitimate, gold-dig- 
ging, Vietnamese daughter.” | 
Camm Theatre, 172 Exchange 
St, Pawtucket, Rhode Island | 
401.723.4266 | Through December 


ce 


$20 S 
counts 


SHEAR MADNESS | Th 


neve 


SILENT NIGHT oF THE | Lamas 
Ryan Landry and the i Dust 


Orpha 


tands in for 
ised as 


U's advert 


young doe in research ofa ng 


killer.” Landry plays a police- 
woman with antlers; 2007 Elliot 
Norton Award winner Larry Coen 
is the masked Santa in search of 
fava beans and a nice Chianti. | 
Theater Machine, 1254 Boylston St, 
Boston | 866.811.4111 or 617.265.6222 
| Through December 29 | Curtain 8 
pm Thurs-Sat | $28 

TARTUFFE | Daniel Fish directs 
this Yale Repertory Theatre stag- 
ing of French great Moliére’s 
scathing classic comedy about a 
Teligious hypocrite. | Yale Reper- 
tory Theatre, 1120 Chapel St, New 
Haven, Connecticut | 203.432.1234 
| Through December 22 | Curtain 8 
pm Thurs-Fri | 2 + 8 pm Sat | $38- 
$48; $20-$25 students 

THIS WONDERFUL LIFE | Virtuosic 
comic performer Neil A. Casey 
plays everyone from Jimmy Stew- 
art and Donna Reed on down to 
Zuzu in the New England premiere 
of Steve Murray’s tour de force 
homage based on the beloved 1946 
Frank Capra film It's a Wonderful 
Life, in which decent if despondent 
Bedford Falls businessman George 
Bailey is saved from suicide on 
Christmas Eve by a guardian angel 
who shows him how important 

— and connected — his life has 
been. Jack Neary directs the one- 
man show, which finds Casey 
(who does a very credible Jimmy 
Stewart) careering about Jenna 
MacFarland Lord’s black-and- 
white Bedford-Falis-in-a-nutshell 
set carrying on assorted dialogues 
with himself, many lifted direct 
from the film, and leavening the 
sentiment with a droll and oft-sa- 
tiric narration. The trick is to have 
fun with the one-man-band bit 
while letting the sweet thematic 
music of the film come through, 
and Casey does. God bless him ev- 
ery one. | Lyric Stage Company of 
Boston, 140 Clarendon St, Boston 

| 617.585.5678 | Through December 
22 | Curtain 7:30 pm Thurs | 8 pm 
Fri | 4 + 8 pm Sat | $25-$54 

25 QUESTIONS FOR A JEWISH 
MOTHER | The Huntington The- 
atre Company hosts Emmy-win- 
ning writer and comic Judy Gold's 
2006 Off Broadway hit in its Bos- 
ton-area premiere. Gold won her 
Emmys as a writer and producer 
of The Rosie O'Donnell Show. Here, 
teaming up with playwright Kate 
Moira Ryan (sounds like a goy to 
us), she “explores the myths and 
Tealities of Jewish mothers in a 
performance that mixes Cold’s 
own experiences as a daughter 
and a parent with those of more 
than 50 Jewish women from all 
walks of life.” The New York Times 
pronounced the show “fiercely 
funny, honest, and moving.” | 
Calderwood Pavilion at the Boston 
Center for the Arts, 527 Trem- 

ont St, Boston | 617.266.0800 | 
Through December 31 | Curtain 
7:30 pm Mon [December 31] | 7:30 
pm Wed-Thurs | 2 pm [December 
28] + 8 pm Fri| 2+ 8 pm Sat|2+7 
pm Sun | $i5-$50 


Christmas 
Revels 


Celebration the Winter 
Performances 


Matinees and Evenings 


December 


Sanders Theatre, Cambridge 


Red Line Harvard Square 


37th annual production with the women’s world music 


Libana, The Revels Chorus, The Pinewoods Morr 


ensemble 
Men 


Cambridge Symphonic Brass Ensemble and The Lord 


Good Seats Quickly! 


Dance 


Tickets: 617-496-2222 
and www.revels.org 


THE INSTITUTE OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART/BOSTON 
100 Northern Avenue 
www.icaboston.org 


PAUL MILLER 
AKA SPOOKY 


“RHYTHM SCIENCE” 
Thursday, January 24, 6:30 


Tickets: $12 general 
members, students 


admission; 


and seniors. 


How can art navigate the complex 
culture digital media? 


Purchase tickets online 
www.icaboston.org call 


617-478-3103. 


Photo: Tamar Levine 


Performing arts media sponsor 


i " 23 | Curtain 8 pm Thurs-Fri | 2 + 
3 . 8 pm Sat | 2 + 7 pm Sun | $20-$34; s lars 
* inn from bankruptcy is a delight 
ful throwback — not just to the Ee dramatis 
] film, from which it takes its basi | personae of the audience-partici 
| plot and half its songs, but to the BEE ni¢cle (ME ds for pation whodunit (which is now 
golden-era Broadway of 395 the longest-running non-musical 
} With its impeccable score drawn t, Stoneham | 781.279.2200 in American theater history, hav 
| from the Berlin songbook, lavish Through December 23 | Curtain ing run 26 years in Boston) contir 
ry iSi 7 30. pm Thurs 8 pm Fri|4+8 mb Newbury Solstice 
: dancing and airy ballroom chore- pm Sat/1+5 pm Sun | $40; $35 murderer of a classical pianist who 
| ography mic second bananas seniors; $20 student lived I air salon 
‘ Z and G-rated romance, the show MOBFATHER | Mystery Café’s where the show is set. | Charles 
] is as old-fashioned, frothy, and interactive spoof of ~ | Playhouse Stage I!, 74 Warrenton 
&. sweet as eggnog, sprinkled with the Godfather movies St, Boston | 617.426.5225 | Indefi Po 
| andy tm and put across with Restaurant, 175 North Si nitely | Curtain 8 pm Tues-Fri | 6 + Po 
| an elegant mix of skill and ease 781.784.7469 X 202 | alternate Fri a 
in Tony winner Walter Bobbie's days, indefinitely | Curtain 7:30 Pe 
] the Citi Performing Arts Center mz American Repertory Gs reprise last year’s merry 
for the Performing Arts, the show premiere of writer/performer on The $ [ the Lambs in which a 
| debuted at the Wang Theatre in Nilaja Sun's 200 Award-win berserk Kris Krir | 
2005 and is meant to alternate ning one-per a Hanniba! Lecter. I . 4 
holiday seasons with TheRadioCity nine years teaching artist tinsel-laden tale terror sure 
Wang on the odd-numbered year schools. Among the awards this tracker!” James P. Byrnes is at the 
Wang Theatre, 270 Tremont St, funny, troubling, and humane 75- helm of the ingenious parody, . 
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BOSTON 


BOSTON COMMON 


CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR 

NATIONAL TREASURE: 
BOOK OF SECRETS 

PBS. | LOVE YoU 

THE SAVAGES 

LE SCAPHANDRE ET LE PAPILLON| 
THE DIVING BELL AND THE 
BUTTERFLY 

SWEENEY TODD 

WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 

AMERICAN GANGSTER 

ATONEMENT 

AUCUST RUSH 

AWAKE 

BEOWULF 

ENCHANTED 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS 

GONE BABY GONE 

HITMAN 

| AM LEGEND 

JUNO 

THE KITE RUNNER 

THE MIST 

NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN 

THE PERFECT HOLIDAY 

ALIEN VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM 

THE GREAT DEBATERS | Opens Tues 

THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 

DEEP | Opens Tues 


FENWAY 
1 Brookline Ave | 617.424.6266 


CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR 
NATIONAL TREASURE: 
BOOK OF SECRETS 
PS. | LOVE YOU 
SAVACES 
LE SCAPHANDRE ET LE PAPILLON| 
THE DIVING BELL AND THE 
BUTTERFLY 
SWEENEY TOOD 
WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 
AMERICAN GANGSTER 
AUGUST RUSH 
AWAKE 
BEOWULF 
ENCHANTED 
THE GOLDEN COMPASS 
GONE BABY GONE 
1AM LEGEND 
NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN 
THIS CHRISTMAS 
ALIEN VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM 
Opens Tues 
THE GREAT DEBATERS | Opens Tues 
THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP | Opens Tues 


Theatre, Science Park, Boston 
7.723.2500 | $7.50, $5.50 for ages 
; Tues-Wed 7 pm or 

5 ages 3-11 and seniors 
Pleas ce call f times 
DINOSAURS ALIVE! 
MUMMIES: SECRETS OF THE PHA- 
RAOHS 
SEA MONSTERS: A PREHISTORIC 
ADVENTURE 
WIRED TO WIN: SURVIVING THE 
TOUR DE FRANCE 


NEW ENGLAND 


$10 fo ages 3-11 al 
Please call for tirnes No films on 
December 25 

DEEP SEA 

SANTA VS. SNOWMAN 

SEA MONSTERS 

SHARKS 


BROOKLINE 


CHESTNUT HILL 


pot TREASURE ‘200K OF 
SECRETS 10 
RS. LOVE YOU Fri-T 
44° 


15 am. 1.15. 4:15. 715, 16:10 


ENCHANTSD 
FRED CLAUS Mon: Ti am, 1:4 


ALIENS VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM 


CIRCLE 


CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR 

SWEENEY TODD 

WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY 
THE GOLDEN COMPASS 

| AM LEGEND 


COOLIDGE CORNER 

290 Harvard St | 617.734.2500 

LE SCAPHANDRE ET LE PAPILLON| 
THE DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTER- 
FLY | Noon, 2:20, 4:45, 7, 9:40 [no Mon] 
BEFORE THE DEVIL KNOWS YOU'RE 
DEAD | Noon, 2:20, 4:45, 7:35, 9:50 [no 
Mon] 

JUNO | 12:15, 2:30, 5, 7:30, 10:10 [no Mon] 
NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN N 
Sun} 20, 4:45, 7:35, 9-50 [ 
IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE Wed: 7 


CAMBRIDGE 


DIVORZIO ALL'TTALIANA|DIVORCE 
ITALIAN STYLE + SEDOTTAE 
ABBANDONATA| |SEDUCED ANDO ABAN- 
DONED | 1 
ERASERHEAD 3:30 
BLADE FINAL Tues: 7, 


FRESH POND 


168 Alewife Brook Parkway 
661.2900 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF SE- 


CRETS 12:45 [no 3:40, 4:20 
6:55, 7:25, 9:40, 10:05 [no Mon] 


7:05, 9:50 [no Mon} 
WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY 
0 [no Tues), 2:55, 5:15, 7:35, 9:55 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP | Tues-Thurs: 1 [no Tues], 4:05 
6:50, 9:30 [no Mon] 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS | 12 30 [no 
Tues], 2:45, 5, 7:15, 9:20 [no Mon] 
ENCHANTED | Fri-Mon: 1.10. 3:40, 7.20 
9.45 [no Mon] | Tues-Thurs: 12:25 [no 
Tues], 2:45, 5:05 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS | 12:35 [no Tues] 
3:30, 6:50, 9:35 [no Mon] 

1 AM LEGEND | 1:05 [no Tues), 4, 7 7:30 
9:30, 10 [no Mon] | Fri-Mon: 1:35, 4:30 
THE PERFECT HOLIDAY | Fri-Mon: 12:55 
[no Tues}, 3:10, 5:25, 7:35, 10:05 [no Mon] 
ALIENS VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM 


Tues-Thurs: 12:50 [no Tues], 3:20, 5:30 
7.40, 3:50 
HARVARD SQUARE 


10 Church St | 617.864.4580 
CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR | 4.45, 7.30 
Fri-Sun, Tues-Thurs: 11.15 am, 12:45 
1:45, 3:45, 6:30, 9:15, 10:15 | Mon: 2, 3 

5:45, 8:30 


Thurs: 12:30. 


THE GREAT Tues 


Tham, 1:30, 4:1 15, 10 | Mon: 2:45 


ndall Square | 617.4 
THE SAVAGES 1:35, 4:15 79) 


Sat-Sun: 11 


am 
LE SCAPHANDRE ET LE PAPILLON/THE 
DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY 


Mon] t 


YOUTH WITHOUT YOUTH | 4:05.79 


ATONEMENT 2, 4:4 


No COUNTRY FOR own MEN | 1:40, 4:25 
/-05, 9:45 [no Mon] | Sat-Sun: 11 am 


SUBURBS 


ARLINGTON 

Capitol, 204 Mass Ave | 781.648.4340 

BEE MOVIE | 11:20 am [no Fri, Tues} 

1:20 [no Tues}, 3:20, 5:20 

FRED CLAUS | 11:15 am [no Fri, Tues) 

1:45 [no Tues}, 4:40 

GONE BABY GONE | 11.30 am [no Fr 

Tues], 2 [no Tues), 4:30, 7:10, 9:45 [no 

Mon] 

INTO THE WILD 7:20 

MARGOT AT THE WEDDING | 11:10 am 
Tues], 1:15 [no Tue 

[no Mon] 


MICHAEL CLAYTON | 7:15. 3:50 [no 


345, 51 


MR. MAGORIUM’'S WONDER EMPO- 
RIUM | 10:55 am [no Fri, Tues}, 1[ 
Tues], 3 


am [no F 


Mon-Tues 
3 [no Mon} 


TAARE PAR 9:15 [no Mor 
BEVERLY 


Cabot St Cinema, 286 Cabot St 
978.927.3677 
ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN ACE | Fri 
Thurs: 5:30, 8 | Sat, Wed: 2 


BRAINTREE 


AMC X, South Shore Plaza 

781.848.1070 

Please call to confirm bookings and 

for times 

NATIONAL TREASURE: 
BOOK OF SECRETS 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 

AMERICAN GANGSTER 

AUGUST RUSH 

BEE MOVIE 

BEOWULF 

ENCHANTED 

FRED CLAUS 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS 

GONE BABY GONE 

| AM LEGEND 

THE MIST 

MR. MAGORIUM’S WONDER 
EMPORIUM 


BURLINGTON 
AMC X, Middlesex Turnpike, off Rte 
128 Exit 32B | 781.229.9200 
Please call to confirm bookings and 
for times 
CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR 
NATIONAL TREASURE: 
BOOK OF SECRETS 
PS. | LOVE YOU 
SWEENEY TODD 
WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY 


BRINGING UP BABY 
the South 
Boston Branch 
Library on Thursday 
December 27. 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 
AMERICAN GANGSTER 
AUGUST RUSH 

BEE MOVIE 

ENCHANTED 

FRED CLAUS 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS 
GONE BABY GONE 

| AM LEGEND 

THE MIST 


DANVERS 


Aall, Loews Theatres, 


978.750.9019 
0okings and 


CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR 

NATIONAL TREASURE: 
BOOK SECRETS 

LOVE YOU 

SWEENEY TODD 

WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY 

AMERICAN GANGSTER 

ENCHANTED 

FRED CLAUS 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS 

LEGEND 

JUNO 

THE KITE RUNNER 

THE PERFECT HOLIDAY 


DEDHAM 


Showcase 10, 950 Providence St | 
781.326.4955 

Please call for times 

CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR 
NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS 

PS. | LOVE YOU 


SWEENEY TODD 
WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 
ENCHANTED 
THE GOLDEN COMPASS 
1AM LEGEND 

Theatre, 580 High St 
781.326.0409 
Please call to confirm bookings and 


juno 12 ane » Tues}, 2:40, 4:50 [no 


22 Flutie Pass, off Worcester 


) | 508.628.4400 

Please call for times 

CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR 

NATIONAL TREASURE: 
BOOK OF SECRETS 

P.S. LOVE YOU 

SWEENEY TODD 

WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 

ATONEMENT 

ENCHANTED 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS 

| AM LEGEND 

JUNO 

THE KITE RUNNER 

NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN 


LEXINGTON 


Flick, 1794 Mass Ave | 781.861.6161 
Please call to confirm bookings and 
times 

THE SAVAGES | Tues-Thurs: 7:10, 9:30 
Wed-Thurs: 1:15, 4:30 

BEFORE THE DEVIL KNOWS YOU'RE 
DEAD | Fri-Sun: 4:30 [no FriJ, 7, 9:30 
Sat-Mon: 1:15 

BEE MOVIE | Fri-Mon: 1, 3, 5 [po Mon} 
GONE BABY GONE | Fri-Sun: 7:05, 9:30 
JUNO | Tues-Thurs: 7, 9 | Wed-Thurs: 1, 3,5 


MAYNARD 


Fine Arts Theatre, 19-21 Summer St | 
978.897.8100 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS | 1:10 [no 
Fri, Tues}, 4:10 [no Fri, Tues], 7:10 [no 
Mon] | Fri-Sat: 9:15 

CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR | 1:15 [no Fri, 
Tues], 4:15 [no Fri, Tues), 7:15 [no Mon] | 
Fri-Sat: 9:20 


Unless otherwise noted, 

December 21 through Thursday Dece 

theaters will change bookings 

before heading out. For up-to-date film-sched 


all film 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF SE- 
CRETS | 1 [no Fri, Tues}, 4 [no Fri, Tues], 7 
[no Mon] | Fri-Sat: 9:30 


esed Decer 
LARS AND THE REAL GIRL | Fr 
8:45 | Sat: 3:45 | Sun: S | Sun-Thurs 


West Newton Cine 
ton St | 617.964 
THE SAVAGES | 10:45 am [no Tues], 1:10 
3:40, 6:10, 8:55 

LE SCAPHANDRE ET LE PAPILLON|THE 
DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY 
10:45 [no 
ATONEMENT | 11:30 arr 
3:20, 4:50, 6:15, 7:5 
BEE MOVIE | 10:50 ar 
BEFORE THE DEVIL KNOWS You’ RE 
DEAD | 6:20, 

ENCHANTED | 1) am [no Tues], 1:20, 3:55 
GONE BABY GONE | 2.15 
MARGOT AT THE WEDDING | 4:0 
THE RAPE OF EUROPA | 10:5( 
Fri, Tues} 

STARTING OUT IN THE EVENING 1:25 
6:20 


RANDOLPH 

Showcase Cinema, Rte 139 

781.963.5600 

Please call to confirm bookin 

times 

CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR 

NATIONAL TREASURE: 
BOOK OF SECRETS 

BS. 1 LOVE YOU 

SWEENEY TODD 

WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 

ENCHANTED 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS 

1AM LEGEND 

JUNO 

NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN 

THIS CHRISTMAS 


REVERE 


am [r 


gs and for 


Please call to confirm be 
times 
CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR 
NATIONAL TREASURE 

BOOK OF SECRETS 
RS. LOVE YOu 
SWEENEY TODD 
WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY 
ALVIN ANO THE CHIPMUNKS 
AWAKE 
ENCHANTED 
FRED CLAUS 
THE GOLDEN COMPASS 
1AM LECEND 
NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN 
THE PERFECT HOLIDAY 
THIS CHRISTMAS 


SALEM 


Museum Place Cine Church St. at 
East India Square | 978.744.3700 
NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS | 1) am [no Tues], 1:45, 7:15 [no 
Mon], 9:50 [no Mon] 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS | 11:30 am [no 
Tues], 2:10, 4:45, 7:20 [no Mon], 9:45 
[no Mon] 

1AM LEGEND | 11.10 am [no Tues], 1:35 
4,7 [no Mon], 9:20 [no Mon] 


SOMERVILLE THEATRE 

55 Davis Square | 617.625.5700 
CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR | 12.45 no 
Fri, Tues-Thurs], 3, 5:15, 7:45 [no Mo 

10 [no Mon] 

BEFORE THE DEVIL KNOWS YOU'RE 
DEAD | 1:45 [no Fri, Tues-Thurs], 4:45 
7:20 [no Mon], 9:50 [no Mon} 

GONE BABY GONE | Fri-Sun: 1:40 [no Fri] 
4, 7,.9:30 

LARS AND THE REAL GIRL | Fri, Mon- 
Thurs: 1:30 [no Fri, Tues-Thurs], 4:30, 7:10 
[no Mon], 9:30 [no Mon] 


tings this week are for Friday 
ember 27. Some commercial 
on Christmas Day, so be sure to call 
dule information, check 
the Boston Phoenix Web site at www.bostonphoenix.com 


ROMANCE & CIGARETTES | 2:45, 5, 7:30 
{no Mon], 9:40 [no Mon] 


Cinema, 16 Pine St 

3.2500 

NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF SE- 
CRETS | 12:50, 3:40, 6:50 [no Mon], 9:30 
{no Mon] | Mon: 6:30 

YOUTH WITHOUT YOUTH | 12:40, 3:30. 
6:40 [no Mon], 9:35 [no Mon] | Mon: 6:20 
THE GREAT DEBATERS | Tues-Thurs 
1:20, 4:10, 7:10, 9:50 

JUNO | 1:10, 4, 7:20 [no Mon] 


Mon] | Mon: 7 


THE KITE RUNNER 12:30, 3:20, 6:30 [no 
) [no Mon] | Fri-Mon: 1:29, 4:10 
10, 9:55 | Mon: 6:10, 6:50 


NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN || ro 7 


781.2 


[no 


South Weymouth | 78 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS | Tues- 
Thurs: 5, 7:15, 9:15 | Wed-Thurs: 12:30, 2:45 
AMERICAN GANGSTER | Fri-Sun: 7 
ENCHANTED | 4:45 | Fri-Sun: 7:30 | Sat- 
Thurs: 12:15, 2:30 

FRED CLAUS | Fri-Mon: 5 | Sat-Mon 

noon, 2:30 

NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN | Tues- 
Thurs: 7, 9:30 


WOBURN 


Showcase, Main St, Middlesex Canal 
Park | 781.933.5330 
Please call to confirm bookings and for 
times 
CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR 
NATIONAL TREASURE: 
BOOK OF SECRETS 
PS. | LOVE YOU 
SWEENEY TODD 
WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 
ATONEMENT 
ENCHANTED 
THE GOLDEN COMPASS 
1AM LEGEND 
NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN 


FILM SPECIALS 


MUSEUM 
FINE ARTS 


465 Huntington Ave, Boston | 
617.369.3300 | $9; $8 for students and 
seniors unless otherwise noted 

10 E NAPOLEONE|NAPOLEON AND ME | 
Fri: 6 | Thurs: 8 

LE HEROS DE LA FAMILLE|FAMILY 
HERO | Fri: 8 | Sun: 3:45 | Wed: 3:40 
ELLSWORTH KELLY: FRAGMENTS | 
Sat: Tam 

FOREVER | Sat: 12:30 | Sun: 10:30 am| 
Wed: 1:40 

THE YACOUBIAN BUILDING | Sat: 2:30 | 
Sun: 12:45 

WAR AND PEACE: PART 1| Wed: 5:40 | 
Thurs: 1:15 

WAR AND PEACE: PART 2 | Wed: 8:20 
| Thurs: 4 

WAR AND PEACE: PART 3 | Thurs: 6:15 
WAR AND PEACE: PART 4 | Thurs: & 


LOWER MILLS 
BRANCH LIBRARY 
27 Richmond St, Dorchester | 
617.298.7841 | Free admission 
SANTA CLAUSE 3 | Mon: 3 
SHREK 3 | Thurs: 6 


SOUTH BOSTON 
BRANCH LIBRARY 

646 East Broadway, South Boston | 
617.268.0180 | Free admission 
BRINGING UP BABY | Thurs: 6 


WEST END 
BRANCH LIBRARY 
151 Cambridge St, Boston | 617.523.3957 
| Free admission 
CAPTAIN KIDD | Wed: 3 


= 
a 4 Be: 

t St | 617.423.34 73 am, 2 | Fri-Sun: 10:45 am, 1, 3:30. 6, 8:4 

53 Please call to confirm b | sd 
for times 

3:5 Mi jo M Sat-S Na Ls 7 

t am | Mon Cameo Theatre, Columbia Square, y ; 

NOT THERE 1:05, 3:50, 6:40, 9:3 
Cleveland Circle | 617.566.4040 10 Mon] 

Piease cali for times THE KITE RUNNER 12:45, 1:55 [no 

3:45, 4:50 [no 6:45, 7:40 [no 
ri, Mon], 9:35 [no Mon] | Sat-Sun: 11:05 am Fj 
for times 
: 
| 
Central 
$12, 


COME 


eINTYRE | 


80,000 Titles 
200 Subjects 


Between Dies el Cafe 
and The Burren and 


WINNER 


NATIONAL BOARD OF REVIEW 
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 


LEY KRAMER AWA 
PRODUCERS GUILD OF 


Sun 
most holidays 


DAVIS SQUARE 
ACADEMY AWARD’ WINNERS 255 Elm St. 
Red Line MBTA 
DENZELWASHINGTON EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT STARTS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 


INDEPENDENT WEST NEWTON CINEMA | 296 Washingion St, Rt 16 617/964- 6080 


124 4266 RIE. & EXIT TE 199. OFF RTE 24 
1.800 FANDANGO #730 ar 4244 781-326-4955 781 963 5600 


SHOWCASE CINEMAS SOMERVILLE 
HARVARD $a. 5 DANVERS 20 REVERE FRAMINGHAM 16 EMBA ASSY THEATRE 

RCH ST. CAMBRIDGE RTY TREE MALL RTE. Cl_& SQUIRE RD. PASS AT SHOPPERS WORLD 16 PINE ST, WALTHAM 55 DAVIS SQUARE 
1 800 FANDANGO 4733 800 FANDANGO # 734 781-286-1660 508 628. 4400 893-2500 617-625-5700 


MOVIE EXPERIENCE. 


THE MOST ENTERTAINING, EXCITING 
AND INTENSE MOVIES EVER MADE.” 


“SHAWN Eowarps, FOX-FV 


FRIDAY, KENDALL SQ. EMBASSY 


781-893-2500 


STORY 


OUR RATING 


Masterpiece 


Good DOE 
Okay O¢ 
Not Goo + 


Stinks 


sensation 


of their 


ALIEN VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS 
2007 the Super between Depending when you were 
ese tw tting gt born and how af on y 


MOST NOMINATED MOTION PICTURE THE 
OLD AWARD NOMINATIONS 


PICTURE 


: 


PETER 


ERS, ROLLING STONE 


YEAR’S BEST PICTURES. 
CROWNING ACHIEVEMENT. 
SWEEPS YOU WAVES 
RAVISHING ROMANCE. 


Written, directed and acted perfection. 
potently erotic 
Keira Knightley sensational. 
James McAvoy 
dynamic.” 


JAMES McAVOY KEIRA KNIGHTLEY 


ATONEMENT 


A, FROM JOE WRIGHT, THE AWARD-WINNING DIRECTOR OF PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 


BURR, THE BOSTON 


“SWEEPING AND AMBITIOUS. 
IMPECCABLY ACTED. 


Joe Wright born moviemaker. 
Both and star 

Keira 

‘Pride and 


ONE THE YEAR'S 
BEST PICTURES 


4 
TIONAL BOARD OF REVIEW 
new YORK FILM CRITICS ONLINE 
MAGAZINE 


WAY 


EXPERIENCE 


AMC FRAMINGHAM 16 AMC LOEWS 


INDEPENDENT INDEPENDENT LANDMARK THEATRES 
' Puufie Pass AY BOSTON COMMON 19 HOLLYWOOD HITS WEST NEWTON CINEMA KENDALL SQUARE CINEMA 
Shoppers World 175 Tremont St Danvers 1296 Washingion St, R116 | Kendall Sq. Cambridge 
506/628-4400 B00/FANDANGO #730 978/777-4000 617/964-6060 617/499-1996 


MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes - Text ATONEMENT with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549) 


REE MOVIE TICKET 


Ss in the s so the 

unk version of “Funky Town.” | 

Boston Common + Fenway + Fresh 

Pond + Chestnut Hill + suburbs 

}® AMERICAN GANGSTER | 2007 

| Ridley Scott's 

Jacobson’s article 

Frank Lucas 
ric as the title 

e made today 


hich appe 


Here's how 


take a great 


~ they come and go like bits 
car tribute montage. Too bad, because 
Lucas’s life transcends the conven- 
tions. As a kid he watched his cousin 
get murdered by the KKK; barely a 
teen, he was adopted by legendary 
Harlem ganglord “Bum, 


in an Os 


Johnson. 
He led a mythic American life that is 
barely mentioned in his occasional, 
rueful asides. Instead, Scott taps into 
Serpico, focusing on Lucas’s nemesis, 
Richie Roberts (Russell Crowe, whose 
inauthenticity starts with his accent), 
and Roberts's crusade to bring down 
Lucas and clean up the NYPD. File this 
one under “Hollywood Oscar wanna 
be.” | 158m | Boston Common {tentative] 
+ Fenway [tentative] + suburbs 
DO® ATONEMENT | 2007 | Direc 
tor Joe Wright and screenwriter 
Christopher Hampton tap into the 
passion and pathos of lan McEwan's 
meta-narrative, which is set on a 
1935 e where 13-year 
old Briony Tallis (Saoirse Ronan) 
spots her older sister Cecilia (Keira 
Knightley) at the fountain with Rob 
bie (James McAvoy), the upwardly 
mobile son of the plucky housekeeper 
(Brenda Blethyn), and then acting 
mysteriously in the library, and then 
later . . . Briony’s imagination goes 
into overdrive and she connects the 
dots in a way that's both clever and 
dead wrong. That leads to Robbie's 
presence at the retreat to the Channel 
in 1940; we see Briony (now Romola 
Garai), meanwhile, as an 18-year-old 
volunteer nurse and later as a grande 
dame of letters (Vanessa Redgrave 
who has just finished a novel called 
Atonement. Fiction, it seems, can cause 
real damage, but it also offers illusory 
consolation. When presented in a film 
as accomplished as this one, that's 
almost compensation enough. | 123m 
| Boston Common [tentative] + Kendall 
Square + West Newton 

AUGUST RUSH | 2007 | Kirsten Sher 
idan’s movie is about Music 
sic connects all of us, how 
erywhere, how all Music i: 
dammit, no matter what. Ki 
and Jonathan Rhys Meyers star as two 
musicians (one a classical cellist, one a 
rock singer) who fall in love and make 
a baby after a 45-second exchange of 
inanities on a New York City rooftop. 
They are subsequently torn apart, and 
Evan (Freddie Highmore) is shipped off 
to an orphanage. Neither of his par 
ents realizes he's alive, but Evan can 
hear the music in everything — includ- 
ing telephone wires and manhole cov- 
ers — and if he plays well enough, they 
just might hear and come running. 
What with all the cheap universalizing 
about harmony and rhythm, Jonathan 
Rhys Meyers’s slanty, disconcertingly 
sexual face, and Robin Williams's 
bizarre turn as a musical pimp named 
Wizard, August Rush is a powerfully 
formulated antidote to intelligence and 
insight. | 14m | Boston Common [tenta- 
tive] + Fenway [tentative] + suburbs 


: how Mu 


AWAKE | 2007 | w 
Wall Street's 
Hayden Christenser n 
his faulty ticker rey ed bya 


uld one of 


wealth 


Set-up here is ri 
conspiracy that fc 
preposterous. It’s too 
legitimate medical phe: non ex 
plored by writer/director Joby F 
in which patients rem 
during sur 


ause the 


look bad) asks the equa’ 
petent Alba, “Do you th my new 
heart will love you as much as my old 
one?” | 78m | Boston Common [tenta- 
tive] + Fenway [tentative] + suburbs 


) BEE MOVIE | 2007 | More like “D-.” 
Jerry Seinfeld and his platoon of writ 
ers must have been as busy as you 
know-what coming up with all the 
half-baked ideas here. Barry B. Ben- 
son (voiced by Seinfeld, whose voice 
by the end of the film has become an 
insufferable drone) has just gradu- 
ated from college with his pal Adam 
(Matthew Broderick), but he wants 
more from life than just working in 
the hive, so he flies 
ends up in the window box of Van 
essa (Renée Zellweger, tryin 
hard to sound flabberg, d), and 
falls in love. But wait, there’s more 
— he decides to sue the ta- 
tions that have been stealir 

bees’ honey. Finally he joins Vanessa 
on a plane to the last Tournament of 
Roses parade in Pasadena so his bee 
pals can repollinate the world, but 
the pilots get knocked out, so... 
zzzz. And has there ever been an 
uglier animated feature? The eerie, 
fever-dream-like faux three-dime 
sionality, the cyborg-like hu roids, 
the septic, etiolated colors. And the 
bees: fat asses, spindly legs, crash 
test-dummy faces, and, to top it off, 
even a Bee Larry King (Larry King). 
Ugh. Jerry, you've got nothing left to 
lose. | 30m | West Newton + Arlington 
Capitol + suburbs 

®®® BEFORE THE DEVIL KNOWS 
YOU'RE DEAD | 2007 | Sidney Lumet 
may be 83, but in his 4sth film, he 
outdoes Quentin Ta 
ing a Rubik's cube of 
backtracking, and reverse-angle: 
lines. Andy (Philip Seymour H 
is hard up for cash I 

of the books to fund 
ing high style is about t 
IRS scrutiny, and his ittle 
brother, Hank (Ethan Hawke), is being 
whipped by his ex-wife (Amy Ryan) for 
child-support payments. So the boys 
decide to rob a mom-and-pop jewelry 
store in a suburban mall — a store run 
by their own mom (Rosemary Harris) 
and pop (Albert Finney). The inevitable 
outcome unfolds with gasp-inducing 
surprises as Lumet (and screenwriter 
Kelly Masterson in a daunting debut) 
halt the tale at key moments, rewind 
a bit, and attack the same scene again 
from another character's angle. Hoff- 
man and Hawke evoke a squirming 
recognition and empathy, and the cli- 
max unrolls with the inescapable maj- 
esty of a building collapse, but most 

of the pleasure lies in watching Lumet 
set the pieces up only to knock them 
down. | 117m | Coolidge Corner + West 
Newton + Somerville Theatre + suburbs 


> Central Park, 


ke-snort 
dergo 


BEOWULF 
press, Robert Zerr 


2 capture,” 


fty process 
d actors into CCI fi 
ating of the O 


demons, dr 


Ss, and 
Zemeckis goes one step 
ming his flesh-and 
ctors into full Lblows 1 FX. As 
Be ywulf (mostly in voice), the reliable 
and paunchy Ray Win stone deve} ops 
a digitally chiseled phys 
lina Jolie, as the water nymf 
mother of the murderous monster 
plaguing a Danish kingdom (Crispin 
Clover the perfect choice for Grendel), 
fares less well and seems mer 
orized. All this cutting-edge 
wizardry spawns yet another live-ac 
tion graphic novel, with Beowulf a 
swaggering braggart doomed by hu 
igh loyal to its roots, the 
story, co-scripted by Roger Avary (Pulp 
Fiction), wanders into new territory 
after the Geat warrior slays Grendel. 
It drops its epic posture and spews far 
too many double entendres. | 115m 
Boston Common [tentative] + Fenway 
[tentative] + suburbs 
®@®@© BLADE RUNNER: THE Fi- 
NAL CUT | 2007 | Are you for real?” 
asks stripper Zhora (Joanna Cassidy), 
snake draped around her nearly 
naked frame as she’s confronted by 
“blade runner” Rick Deckard (Har- 
rison Ford), a semi-retired gumshoe 
charged with locating and “retiring” 
four renegade “replicants” — 21st- 
century cyborg slave laborers. Neither 
the dick nor the dancer (and certainly 
not the reptile) is entirely “human,” 
but that’s the clever conceit of Ridley 
Scott's dystopian vision of 2019 Los 
in such an ersatz locale, 
what is “real”? The differences be 
tween this ostensibly final revision of 
Scott's influential “future noir” and 
his 1992 “director's cut” are subtle yet 
cohesive. Ford's voiceover from the 
"82 original remains absent, and that 
allows his appropriately synthetic 
acting to clash with Rutger Hauer’s 
sympathetic hyper-emoting as 
Christ-like replicant Roy Batty, more 
than ever the film's ironically “hu 
man” archetype: man in search of his 
maker. | 117m | Brattle: Tues-Thurs 
® BRINGING UP BABY | 1938 | 
The quintessential screwball comedy 
of the '30s. Cary Grant is the absent- 
minded paleontologist pursuing a 
dinosaur bone, Katharine Hepburn 
is the free-thinking heiress pursuing 
him, and May Robson and Charles 
Ruggles are the wacky bluebloods who 
join the pursuit of a dog, a leopard 
named Baby, and each other. It's 
madness of a very high order. Howard 
Hawks directed. | b&w | 102m | South 
Boston Sranch Library 


ely col 


CAPTAIN KIDD | 1964 | Charlies Laugh- 
ton is Captain William Kidd in this 
not-exactly-based-in-fact tale. It's 
1699, and Kidd has gotten himself ap- 
pointed escort to a treasure ship that’s 
bound for India. Will it get diverted? 
Will Orange Povey (John Carradine), 
whom Kidd once abandoned on a reef, 
get his revenge? What will gunner Ad- 
am Mercy (Randolph Scott) have to say 
about all this? And where does Lady 
Anne Dunstan (Barbara Britton) fit in? 
With Henry Daniell (as King William) 
and Reginald Owen; Rowilans V. Lee 
directs. | b&w | 81m | West End Branch 
Library: Wed 

CHARLIE WILSON’S WAR | 2007) 
Gerald Peary’s review on page 7 | 97m 

| Boston Common + Fenway + Harvard 
Square + Circle + Somerville Theatre + 
suburbs 

Continued on p 42 
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DIVORZIO ALUTTALIANA| 
DIVORCE ITALIAN STYLE | 1962 | 
This Oscar-winning (for Original 
Screenplay) black comedy is about an 
Italian nobleman in y (Marcello 


Mastroianni) who wants to get rid 


of his 


1oustached w 


rder her, because Ita 
enient on wronged husban 

uni is superb, and the mov 
works because director Pietro Ge 
stee Ps is story in Sicilian culture 


course, Mast roianni) scandalizes the 
Sicilian village. | Italian | bGw | 108m | 
Brattle: Fri-Sun 


®@®® ELLSWORTH KELLY: FRAG- 
MENTS | 2007 | Director Edgar 
Howard traces the influential 
Abstractionist’s work from his days as 
a camouflage artist in World War II to 
his study at Boston's Museum School, 
his post-war years in Paris, and the 
flood of captivating paintings, prints, 
and sculpture that’s continued un 
abated ever since. The roster of expert 
witnesses includes Yale School of Art 
dean Robert Storr and Supreme Court 
Justice Stephen Breyer (who commis 
sioned Kelly to create the m colored 
panels installed at the Moakley US 
Court House on Boston Harbor). But 
the best commentary comes from 

the still-vigorous octogenarian artist. 
We see a lot of work and hear how 

he made it; we see first-hand the 
creation of a giant installation for 

the new US Embassy in Beijing. The 
shapes and lines of Kelly's big, bright, 
flat-color abstractions are, it turns 
out, taken from life — the “relief” of a 
Paris chimney, the shadow of a banis 
ter on a staircase. The film's epigraph 
reads: “I'm not inventing; my ideas 
come from constantly investigating 
how things look.” How Kelly looks 

at things can change the way an art 
lover sees. | 65m | MFA: Sat 

®@© ENCHANTED | 2007 | It's a cute 
concept. Wicked (cartoon) witch sends 
adorable fairy-tale princess down 

a rabbit hole and she's deposited, 
suddenly human, in present-day 
Times Square. The search-and-rescue 
team from cartoon land includes a 
dingbat prince charming, atalhking 
chipmunk, and a self-loathing squire. 
A little like Roger Rabbit, with the self 
mocking knowingness of the Shrek 
franchise, Enchanted is a little better 
than generic holiday fare. Directed 
with scant flair by Kevin Lima, it rides 
on the charm of its actors, particularly 
Amy Adams as the hapless, homicid- 
ally upbeat princess and James Mars- 
den as her would-be prince charming. 
Marsden, whose chiseled jaw and 
supermodel cheekbones make him 
an eerily appropriate choice to play a 
Cartoon prince come to life, has the 
most fun, portraying his character as 
a vapid adventurer who expects the 
world to love him as much as he loves 
himself. That might be impossible, 
but you'll like him at least a little bit 

| 107m | Boston Common [tentative] 

+ Fenway [tentative] + Fresh Pond + 
Chestnut Hill + West Newton + suburbs 
®®®® ERASERHEAD | 1977 | Shot 
in shimmering biack and white 

and backed by a soundtrack of cos- 
mic industrial roars, David Lynch's 
snail-paced nightmare about a nerdy 


Everyman who marries his pregnant 
girlfriend and ends up playing father 
to a mewling monster baby is one of 
the most authentic dream films ever 
made, a worthy pop heir to the Sur- 
realist classics of Buftuel and Cocteau. 
The film is horrifying, funny, and 
creepily beautiful, and the mutant 
infant with a head like a jellied calf 
fetus is an unforgettable special-ef- 
fects coup. With Jack Nance, who 
became a Lynch regular until he died, 
in 1996, after getting into a brawl ina 
doughnut shop. | b&w | 89m | Brattle: 
Fri-Sun 


FOREVER | 2006 | 


arrive at the Pi 


japanese 


Chopin's burial spot. The weirc 


guy is an embalmer 
at Modigliani's 


late painter's sub 
informs his own embalmur 
95m | MFA: Sat-Sun + Wed 
®© PRED CLAUS | 2007 | Directo 
David Dobkin’s tortured Bad Santa 
ripoff proves no gift to Vin 
He rants and pleads as yet 
darty-eyed motormouth — this time, 
the black-sheep brother of St. Nick. 
Desperate for dough, Fred sleds off to 
the North Pole to toil for the fat guy 
(Paul Ciamatti, thankful to hide be 
hind a beard), just as a malevolent ef. 
ficiency expert (Kevin Sp. 
The friction between Vaughn's coiled 
machismo and everyone else's anal 
retentiveness pate es Zero Surprises 
(Elfin upheaval! Snowy 

Moreover, the indu! ly uneven 
tone neuters Vaughn, and he's mis 
placed (and unfunny) boogeying with 
Santa's helpers, spor goop about 
self-esteem, and healing boyhood 
hurts. Dobkin even sucks the humor 
from the film's lone absurdity: a 
cameo-studded 12-step mee’ As for 
infusing the ol’ ho-ho-ho, the most 
Christmasy moments are apt to come 
from fellow audience members groan- 
ing, “Oh Christ!” | 14m | Chestnut Hill 
+ Arlington Capitol + suburbs 


}®© THE GOLDEN COMPASS | 2007 
| Hollywood is not eager to go where 
avowed atheist Philip Pullman has 
controversially gone before , so where- 
as Pullman's His Dark Materials trilogy 
is a powerful, thought-provoking, 
one-of-a-kind original, Chris Weitz’s 
okay adaptation of the first volume is 
standard-issue Lord of the Rings/Narnia 
children’s fantasy. What edge there is 
comes from Brighton newcomer Da- 
kota Blue Richards, tough and surly 
as Lyra, and Nicole Kidman (here so 
evil, she must think the Magisterium 
is a stand-in for Scientology), who in 
slinky white underlines the repressed 
sexuality of Marisa Coulter. Daniel 
Craig as Lord Asriel hardly registers; 
Eva Creen as good witch Serafina and 
Sam Elliott as Texan Lee Scoresby are 
parentally reassuring — just what 
Pullman is not. Armored bear lorek 
Bymnison looks good, but there's too 
much calculation in lan McKellen’s 
voice. What's worse, New Line 

and Weitz didn’t want to deal with 
Pullman's downbeat conclusion, in 
which Asriel tries to build a bridge to 
another universe at a terrible cost, so 
they postponed it to The Subtle Knife, 
leaving Lyra and her friends to fly off 
triumphant in Scoresby’s hydrogen 
balloon. That decision may preserve 
this installment'’s box office, but if 
the series means to achieve true Pull 
man, it'll need a course correction 

| 114m | Boston Common + Fenway + 
Fresh Pond + Circle + suburbs 

®®® GONE BABY GONE | 2007 | Ben 
Affleck’s pared-down adaptation of 
Boston writer Dennis Lehane's over- 


stuffed novel scores for atmosphere, 
authenticity of setting, pitch-perfect 
(and often hilarious) dialogue, and 
one of the best ensemble casts of the 
year. Gumshoes Patrick Kenzie (Casey 
Affleck, Ben's younger brother, his 
altar-boy face not quite concealing a 
bemused despair and melancholy) and 
his live-in, Angie Gennaro (Michelle 
Monaghan), get hired to help the 
police investigate into the media- 
saturated kidnapping of a little girl 
—hired not by the child’s hard-party 
ing mom, Helene (Amy Ryan), but by 
her doting aunt and uncle. The cops 
— Detectives Bressant (Ed Harris) and 
Poole (John Ashton) and Chief Doyle 
Morgan Freeman) — don't appreciate 
the help, so the pair don't make much 
way. But Ben Affle bris 
s knowledge and empathy to 
hed and furious misery, its elo 


ence and squalor, emnbc 
Im's faces an 


voice: 


t and poetry of its words 


Bostor Come mon [tentative] + 
Fenway [tentat ve] + West Newton + 
Somerville Theatre [Fri-Mon] + Arlington 
Capitol + suburbs 

THE GREAT DEBATERS | 2007 | Den 


zel Washington direct 


iim based on the 


ack Texas college in 
got his kids to form a 
debating team and challenge Harvard. 
123m | Boston Common + Fenway + 
Harvard Square + Embassy + Somerville 
Theatre + suburbs [all Tues-Thurs) 


HERO | 2006 | Thierry Klifa's film cen- 
ters on a wacky family’s efforts to save 
a bankrupt tranny cabaret. | French | 
107m | MFA: Fri + Sun + Wed 

®® HITMAN | 2007 | Timothy 
Olyphant, long a garnish in films 
like Go and Live Free or Die Hard, takes 
centerstage in this video-game-to- 
big-screen-actioner helmed by French 
stylist Xavier Gens. He plays Agent 47, 
a genetically enhanced assassin tak- 
ing orders from a nebulous network 
known as “the organization.” The first 
chapter, in what looks to be a series, 
has 47 caught in a set-up when he’s 
given orders to take out the Russian 
president. The hit goes sideways, 
and several factions want him dead, 
yet even though he’s a WASP with 
a clean-shaven dome and a barcode 
tattoo’d on the back of his neck, they 
can’t find him till he finds them. 
The bigger plot, which involves a 
dogged Interpol cop (Dougray Scott) 
and a sassy Russian sex slave (Olga 
Kurylenko), is awkwardly paced and 
muddled. Gens and screenwriter Skip 
Woods obviously yearn for something 
special like the Bourne franchise, but 
what they've coughed up is smaller 
scale and more forgettable, along the 
lines of xXx. | 100m | Boston Common 
[tentative] + suburbs 


®@ | AM LEGEND | 2007 | With its 
abandoned cars and weed-cracked 
pavement and herds of deer sprinting 
through Times Square, this third adap- 
tation of Robert Matheson's 1954 novel 
1 Am Legend (following 1964's The Last Man 
on Earth and 1971's The Ornega Man) isn't 
so much horrifying as serene, suggest- 
ing how peaceful New York City would 
be if nobody lived there and it grace- 
fully settled back into nature. A plague 
has killed 90 percent of the human 
race and divided the survivors into 
photo-phobic cannibalistic zombies 
and the untainted humans who are 
their prey. What's different in this ver- 
sion is that Robert Neville (Will Smith 
in a performance as compelling as that 
in The Pursuit of Happyness), an Army sci- 
entist immune to the disease, isn't try 
ing to exterminate the zombies, he’s 
trying to cure them. This is no graphic 
shoot-'em-up but an intelligent, if 
sometimes sentimental, exploration 
of human decency and responsibility 
that ponders the limits of rationality 
and faith. Who would have thought 
that Francis Lawrence — the director 
of Constantine — had it in him? | 10m | 
Boston Common + Fenway + Fresh Pond 
+ Circle + suburbs 
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NOT THERE | 2007 | Todd 
Haynes's beautiful, funny, frustrat- 
ing film is probably the movie Bob 
Dylan would make about his own 
life: discontinuous narratives run- 
ning backward and forward in time, 
multiple actors playing Dylan under 
different names, identities adopted 
and shed, story lines merging fact 
and fiction, a backdrop of American 
styles and myths. We get six Dylans: 
Jack (Christian Bale), the young pro- 
test folkie who disappears and later 
returns a born-again Christian evan 
gelist; Woody (Marcus Carl Franklin), 
an 11-year-old African-American 
who's adopted the persona of Woody 
Guthrie; Jude (Cate Blanchett), the 
wired Dylan-gone-electric of 1965; Ben 
Whishaw as a teenage Dylan named 
Arthur Rimbaud appearing before 
a board of grim-faced interlocutors 
Robby (Heath Ledger) as an actor 
whose debut starring role is in a bio 
pic about Jack; Richard Gere as a Billy 
the Kid Dylan on the lam in a town 
called Riddle, Missouri. Haynes plays 
out Dylan's life like a dreamscape, 
sustaining sequences for scenes at a 
time, but also cross-cutting them, 
flashes from one story intruding 
briefly on another. But a good part of 
what makes this movie cohere is, no 

surprise, the use of Dylan's music 
135m | Kendall Square 

»© INTO THE WILD | 2007 | Sean 
Penn's film is the tale of a megalo 
maniac as told by a narcissist. True, 
Penn adorns it with nature photogra 
phy and voiceovers of bad adolescent 
pr and it unrolls like an 
to illuminate the life and words of 
Chris McCandless (Emile Hirsch) — he 
might have read Thoreau, but he sure 
didn't write like him — as recorded in 
jon Krakauer’s bestseller of the same 
tide. Born into an upper-middle-class 
family, Chris went off the grid after 
graduating from college, bummed 
around the country, followed his 
hubristic dream to live off the land 
in Alaska, and died in an abandoned 
bus. Penn sees Chris as a pure soul 
like the Buddha or St. Francis or the 
John McCain of the “Straight Talk Ex- 
press.” But both Penn and Chris seem 
more like self-indulgent bores. | 440m 
| Arlington Capitol 

»® 10 E NAPOLEONE|NAPOLEON 
AND ME | 2006 | Paolo Virzi's period 
film (complete with Livornese ac- 
cents) is set in 1814 on the Tuscan 
island of Elba, where exiled emperor 
Napoleon (Daniel Auteuil) has just 
arrived. Callow young hothead 
schoolteacher Martino Papucci (Elio 
Germano) aims to assassinate the 
emperor, and when Napoleon selects 
Martino to be his secretary, our hero 
looks to be set up, but then Napo- 
leon’s charm starts to work on him, 
as it has on countless others, and it 
isn’t until Napoleon has Martino’s 
mentor executed that he’s moved to 
act — by which time Napoleon is on 
his way back to France. Complicat- 
ing matters (but not as much as 
she should have) is Baroness Emilia 
Speziali (Monica Bellucci), who starts 
out as Martino’s semi-enthusiastic 
mistress and eventually becomes, of 
course, Napoleon's. Auteuil is a sym. 
pathetically self-absorbed Napoleon, 
but Germano is one-dimensional and 
Bellucci contributes nothing beyond 
her own Umbrian accent. (Sabrina 
Impacciatore as Martino’s sister is 
far more enticing.) This might look 
better on the big screen (the preview 
screener was dark, with muffled 
sound and difficult subtitles, and had 
“Propriété de SND” stamped diago- 
nally across the screen throughout), 
but it would still be just a good idea 
that Virzi never developed. | Italian | 
100m | MFA: Fri 

IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE 
| 1946 | Frank Capra's classic gets a 
little sentimental at the beginning 
God talking from a spiral galaxy) 
and the end (angel Clarence getting 
his wings). But the film also shows 
us Capra — and American movie 
making — at its best. Not many di- 
rectors would let their hero — Jimmy 
Stewart, yet — behave as abominably 
as It's a Wonderful Life does (Stewart's 
George Bailey to Donna Reed's Mary: 
“Why do we have to have all these 
kids?”). Capra is telling us that it 
can also be a pretty horrible life, 
and that the line between the two 

is razorblade thin — the absence of 


tempt 


one good guy can bring out the worst 
in an entire town. Yet it's Stewart, 
all spontaneous good will and un- 
blinking faith, who makes what 
could have been just another treacly 
postwar morale builder into a cin- 
ematic statement that, in its naive 
decency and optimism, is uniquely 
American. | b&w | 129m | Coolidge 
Corner: Wed 


}®® JUNO | 2007 | Sixteen-year-old 
Juno (Ellen Page) is a little too smart 
to be popular, a little too caustic to 
care. As Jason Reitman’s film opens, 
she’s busy seducing her boyfriend, 
Paulie Bleeker (played by Michael 
Cera with his unvarying brand of 
frightened charm). The scenes where 
Juno accepts the idea she’s pregnant 
after baptizing an armload of home 
pregnancy tests in a convenience 
store bathroom) and then balks after 
heading off to the abortion clinic 
betray stubborn life; there's no flip- 
pancy, and no hand wringing or 
punitive hoo-hah, either. Everything 
that’s good about Juno makes use of 
this unforced kind of storytelling — 
like Juno’s doomed relationship with 
her child-to-be’s adoptive parents, 

a commercial composer clinging to 
aging scraps of indie-rock cool (Jason 
Bateman) and his brittle, infertile 
wife (Jennifer Garner). What's not 
is the quipful dialogue that 
chokes the first half, aping every teen 
movie of the past twenty-five years 
as it converts adolescents into ripped 
denim Oscar Wildes, and Reitman's 
compulsion to end every scene with 
some cutie-pie indie-pop song about 
holding hands and bicycles and ice 
cream. But because the story's so 
evasively powerful, and because it’s 
so nice to see a cinematic girl who's 
allowed to be flawed and smart and 
willful, and because Page bristles 
with prickly warmth, Juno conquers 
its self-imposed banalities. | 92m | 
Boston Common + Fenway [tentative] 
+ Harvard Square + Coolidge Corner + 
Embassy 


®© THE KITE RUNNER | 2007 | In 
spite of being lovingly realized and 
creatively cast, Marc Forster's version 
of Khaled Hosseini's gazillion-selling 
2003 novel is a simplistic adaptation 
of a powerful, multi-layered story 
about Amir (Zekiria Ebrahimi), a 
bookish, unlikable boy growing up 
in vibrant 1970s Kabul who wins a 
dramatic kite battle high over the 
snow-dusted rooftops of the city, and 
his kite-runner servant, Hassan, an 
illiterate but preternaturally good 
boy from the socially inferior Hazara 
class. When Hassan is raped by a 
sadistic bully (Elham Ehsas), Amir 
stands by and does nothing. Then 
Soviet tanks roll in, and Amir and his 
father flee to America. It would be 
unfair to fault Forster or screenwriter 
David Benioff for the barn-door-sized 
gaps that follow. Faced with the 
challenge of condensing 30 years of 
dense narrative, they focus the rest of 
the film on Amir's guilt, cutting out 
most of the political (and religious 
themes. The climax finds a grown-up 
Amir (Khalid Abdalla from Flight 93) 
back in Afghanistan, where his at 
tempt to rescue Hassan’s son Sohrab 
from the hands of a depraved Taliban 
official seems contrived, like a PC ver- 
sion of Rambo raiding a POW camp. 
| English + Dari + Pashtu + Urdu + Rus- 
sian | 127m | Boston Common [tenta- 
tive] + Kendall Square + Embassy 


good 


®® LARS AND THE REAL GIRL | 
2007 | The latest from Craig Gillespie 
(Mr. Woodcock) finds a withdrawn guy 
seeks love from a lifelike sex doll 
ordered over the Internet. Bryan 
Gosling continues his slide down 
from The Believer (2001) as the title 
misfit, who's first seen clutching 
the baby blanket knit for him by his 
mother, who died giving birth to 
him. So much for motivation. De- 


spite the concern of his sister-in-law 
Emily Mortimer) and the come-ons 
of a cutie at work, Lars remains 
resolutely weird and introverted. 
Until, that is, “Bianca” arrives in 
the mail and becomes his platonic 
dream girl. Fortunately, Lars lives in 
a small town that even Frank Capra 
would find over-altruistic. Everyone 
indulges Lars’s delusion, setting up 
increasingly strained comic situa- 
tions, and everyone becomes a better 
person. To see how a similar premise 
can actually touch the heart, check 
out Peter Cattaneo’s lovely, neglected 
2005 film Opal Dream. | 120m | Somer- 
ville Theatre 


222 MARGOT AT THE WEDDING 
| 2007 | Like Noah Baumbach’'s 2005 
film The Squid and the Whale, Margot at 


| 
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‘ert SWEENEY tc 33287 for showtimes and mobile content Standard messaging rates appty 


the Wedding offers its share of laughs 
and shrewd social observations, but 
the humor tends to curdle into bile 
Margot (a brittle Nicole Kidman), the 
mother of barely pubescent Claude 
Zane Pais) is celebrated confessional 
fiction writer with stories in the 
New Yorker, and now, notebook at the 
teady, she's en route with Claude to 
the old family homestead on Long 
Island to attend the wedding of her 
hippie-ish sister Pauline (Jennifer 
Jason Leigh, reminiscent of her 
character in Georgia, post-rehab 
has only contempt for the groom, 
jobless pseudo-artist Malcolm — and 
since he’s a slob played by Jack Black, 
it’s hard to argue. But ju 
everyone’s on her shit lis 
perhaps for bestselling pulp writer 
Dick Koosman (Ciaran Hinds 
she lusts after at the expense of her 
bloodless, academic husband, Jim 
John Turturro). And Claude? He re 
Continued on p 44 
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mains distraught, androgynous, and 
unchanged, occasionally reporting to 
mom that he’s masturbated, or that 
someone has told him he smells. | 
93m | West Newton + Arlington Capitol 
MICHAEL CLAYTON | 2007 
| Tony Gilroy's film is that rarest of 
egal thr S, a crackling entertain 
that an adult audience won't 
feel the slightest bit guilty about 
enjoying. Michael Clayton (George 
Clooney) has been toiling for 17 years 
at one of New York's largest law firms 
as a “fixer.” When Arthur Evans (Tom 
Wilkinson), the firm's senior litigator 
and one of Clayton's oldest friends, 
stumbles across a top-secret memo 
that leaves no doubt as to his client 
U-North’s culpability in producing a 
product that’s left many farmers dead 
or dying, Clayton is dispatched to the 
Midwest to clean up the mess and sal- 
vage the merger plans that are being 
drawn up by Marty Bach (Sydney Pol 
lack), the firm's lead partner. Mean- 
while, U-North’s chief counsel, Karen 
Crowder (Tilda Swinton), is retaining 
her own “janitor” for a fatal mop job. 
Gilroy is best known as the guiding 
hand behind the three Jason Bourne 
adventures, and he’s the real miracle 
worker here. Making his directorial 
debut (aided by expert editing work 
from his brother John), he’s elicited 
fiercely intelligent work from his ac- 
tors. No fixing is necessary. | 119m | 
Arlington Capitol 
®@ THE MIST | 2007 | Frank Da- 
rabont’s adaptation of the Stephen 
King novella spawns a horror beyond 
human comprehension. Yes, we're 
talking about another performance 
by Marcia Gaye Harden. She plays 
a Bible-thumping harridan seeking 
tefuge in a supermarket from What- 
ever Is Out There (tentacles, giant 
bugs, and one big guy who looks like 
an escapee from Mumenschanz). 
Inevitably, she and the other sur- 
vivors form a microcosm. We have 
the pragmatic humanists who try to 
figure out what happened (could it 
have something to do with the secret 
Army base? Nah . . . ) and what to do 
about it (let's tie a rope to someone 
and see how far he gets!). Then there 
are the fanatic rationalists headed 
by a haughty New York lawyer and 
Christopher Hitchens. Who will 
survive until the obvious final irony? 
Although ridiculous even within 
its own premises, Darabont’s film 
maintains an uncompromising 
nihilism that nearly penetrates the 
mist to reveal genuine terror. | 127m | 
Boston Common [tentative] + suburbs 
*© MR. MAGORIUM’S WONDER 
EMPORIUM | 2007 | Willy Wonka was 
supposed to creep kids out, right? The 
title character of Mr. Magorium's Wonder 
Emporium, played with dull eccentricity 
by Dustin Hoffman, will likely have 
the same effect, though that probably 
wasn't writer/director Zach Helm's 
intent. Magorium, a centuries-old 
toy inventor/toy-store owner, is one 
of those characters who would be 
committed were he not in a G-rated 
film. That's the opinion of an adult, 
however, and this is a movie based 
on the notion that anyone over 12 just 
doesn’t get it. Instead of heading to 
an asylum, Magorium decides to die 
— and leave the store to his sweet as- 
sistant, Molly Mahoney (Natalie Port- 
man). So the Emporium, as much a 
living organism as it is a store, throws 
a tantrum. Helm has his inspired 
moments (Mattel product placement 
notwithstanding) and it’s nice to see 
a kids’ film not created by committee. 
Still, this one’s a lot to sit through. 
With Jason Bateman as Henry, the 
Mutant. | 93m | Arlington Capitol + 
suburbs 


PDE 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK 
OF SECRETS | 2007 | A long-lost 
page from the diary of John Wilkes 


EASTERN PROMISES Universal 
David Cronenberg’s film begins with uncanny 
images of birth and death — equally raw and 
bloody — and doesn't let up. A 14-year-old girl is 
lured by a Russian mob from her shithole village 
in Ukraine to London, where she’s raped and sold 
into sexual slavery. After she dies in childbirth 
Anna (Naomi Watts), a hospital midwife, finds the 
girl's diary and asks her uncle (Jerzy Skolimowski) 
to translate it. The names of Semyon (Armin 
Mueller-Stahl), the Godfather of this murderous 
gang, and his depraved son, Kirill (Vincent Cassel), 
crop up in the diary, and the references are far 
from flattering. So Nikolai (Viggo Mortensen, with 
features honed as sharp as the blades that are the 
film's weapons of choice) is sent out to deal with 
Anna. The is tightly wrapped and full of surprises 
— not least the soon-to-be-notorious homo-erotic 
bathhouse fight scene — and Cronenberg unfolds 
it with the resignation, efficiency, and grace of 
Mortensen’'s performance. | | 100m 


THE HEARTBREAK KID 2007 Elaine 
May's The Heartbreak Kid (1972), which followed 
Charles Grodin’s commitment-phobic egotist on 
his disastrous honeymoon, was nominated for 
two Oscars. The only honor the remake is likely 
to vie for is “most athletic sex scene” at the MTV 
Movie Awards. That, or “most audible queef.” Yes, 
Bobby and Peter Farrelly are at the helm, and if 
you guessed they'd cast Ben Stiller as Eddie 
well, you'd be correct. Not that there aren't a few 
surprises. Like, if you're blind (the Farrellys love 
the handicapped), you might think that Eddie's 
bride, Lila, is played by Cameron Diaz. But leave the 
sunglasses behind and you'll see there's something 
else about Lila, and it’s Malin Akerman’s boobs 
bouncing to those thunderous queefs. Problems 
arise when Eddie meets his true soulmate (Michelle 
Monaghan) while honeymooning, and the Farrellys 
drag out their funny film so long that the post- 
credit “cookie” has post-credit credits. | 108m 


7 over the screen lately. Since it’s cool for 
oster to turn vigilante in tamed-down New 
ae oe ty, shouldn't we kick some ass in the coun- 
try that contributed most of the 9/11 hijackers? 
In The Kingdom, a bin Laden-ish jihad outfit has 
massacred a hundred Americans in Saudi Arabia, 
among them an FBI agent. His pals (Jamie Foxx, 
Chris Cooper, et al.) want payback, so they finesse 
the red tape and head for Riyadh, where they must 
work with a Saudi counterpart (a terrific Ashraf 
Barhom). He's by-the-book, but he sees the light 
and sidesteps the obstructionism of his compro- 
mised superiors. So iet the carnage begin! Soon 
the Saudi body count has exceeded the American, 
and by the time agent Mayes (Jennifer Garner) has 
her way with a commando knife, revenge is sweet. 
Or is it? Director Peter Berg tacks on a hypocritical 
coda, but you know his heart is in the mayhem. | 
English + Arabic | 10m 


THE KINGDOM Universal Revenge has 


@®® RUSH HOUR 3 | New Line | With its muddled 
story line and slick Paris locations, the third 
installment of Brett Ratner’s hugely successful 
franchise offers little more than a chance to see 
detectives Carter and Lee in increasingly silly skits 
and action set pieces. Chris Tucker and jackie Chan 
rely less on East/West stereotypes this time (they 
can make fun of the French instead), but they 
seem wooden throughout — even those famous 
outtakes that play during the credits appear 
labored. Although the whole thing resembles 
a hastily packed suitcase, bulging with hammy 
musical numbers and ridiculous cameos (Roman 
Polanski? Max von Sydow?), it manages (like its 
predecessors) to deliver its payload of guiltless, 
moo shu pleasure by the time Edwin Starr's 
“War” starts up at the end. Especially good is a 
greasy French cabbie (Yvan Attal) who lambastes 
America’s fortunes in war and Olympic basketball 


while secretly longing to be a gun-brandishing TV 
cop. | 933m 


Booth turns up and suddenly it ap- 
pears that an ancestor of Benjamin 
Franklin Gates (Nicolas Cage) was 
party to the plot to kill Lincoln. 
Ben can’t have that on his résumé, 
of course, so he has to ferret out 
the truth, visiting Paris and Lon- 
don and discovering who knows 
what with the help of Jon Voight, 
Harvey Keitel, Ed Harris, and Hel 
en Mirren. Jon Turteltaub is back 
to direct this sequel to the 2004 
National Treasure. | 124m | Boston 
Common + Fenway + Fresh Pond 

+ Chestnut Hill + Embassy + sub- 
urbs 

®®® NO COUNTRY FOR OLD 
MEN | 2007 | Stripped of fancy 
editing and visual high jinks, 
devoid of a musical score, consist- 
ing of long shots of desolate Texas 
badlands and close-ups of equally 
weather-battered faces, this ad- 
aptation of Cormac McCarthy's 
novel is Ethan and Joel Cohen at 
their most polished, austere, and 
humorless. It opens with Berg 
manesque Texas landscapes and 


Tommy Lee Jones intoning in that 
Tommy Lee Jones voice the folk 
philosophizing that is the novel’s 
and the movie's biggest weakness. 
But leathery range hound Llewelyn 
Moss (Josh Brolin) lets his actions 
speak for him as he tries to make 
off with the fruits of a drug deal 
gone bad. After sending his wife 
(Kelly Macdonald) to the safety of 
her mother’s, he spends the rest 
of the film dodging the drug guys, 
inexorable hitman Anton Chig 
urh (Javier Bardem), and Jones's 
folksy, philosophical, mostly inef- 
fectual Sheriff Bell. Unlike many 
other Coen movies and just about 
every other movie made these 
days, No Country for Old Men shies 
away from the graphic depiction 
of the worst carnage. The violence 
strikes off screen and when least 
expected. Much like Chigurh, or 
the Coen Brothers, or death itself. 
| 122m | Boston Common [tenta- 
tive] + Fenway [tentative] + Kendall 
Square + Coolidge Corner + Embassy 
+ suburbs 


®@© THE PERFECT HOLIDAY | 
2007 | Struggling songwriter Benja- 
min (Morris Chestnut) works part- 
time as a mall Santa. One cute lap 
sitter, Emily (Khail Bryant), asks 
for a man for her mother, Nancy 
(Gabrielle Union), who's recently 
been divorced from a hip-hop mogul 
(Charlie Murphy) — her ex is full 

of id and bears the moniker J-Jizzy 
(uh, Jay-Z?). Benjamin and Nancy 
connect, but Benjamin doesn’t 
know that J-Jizzy, whom he’s been 
pitching, is the ex, and that sets up 
the cross-threaded complications. 
Chestnut and Union cook up plenty 
of chemistry; Murphy and Faizon 
Love, as Benjamin's sidekick, add 
attitude. Wasted, however, are 
Queen Latifah and Terrence How- 
ard as the fanciful Greek chorus of 
“Mrs. Christmas” and “Bah Hum- 
bug.” The emotional fragility of 
kids caught up in divorce also gets 
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short shrift, as director Lance Rivera 
can’t quite package this fruitcake of 
sentimentality and comedy. | 96m | 
Boston Common [tentative] + Fresh 
Pond [Fri-Mon] + suburbs 

PS. | LOVE YOU | 2007 | Alicia Potter's 
Teview on page 7 | 126m | Boston Com- 
ee mon + Fenway + Fresh Pond + Chestnut 
Hill + suburbs 


»®® THE RAPE OF EUROPA | 
2006 | This documentary from 
Richard Berge, Bonni Cohen, and 
Nicole Newnham (who will be pres- 
ent) is an alternative history of the 
Third Reich’s ravages that focuses 
not on the human destruction but 
the Nazis’ scorched-earth impact 
on European art and architecture. 
The filmmakers are, it seems, as- 
suming that after so much docu- 
mentation of murder and torture 
% we could stand to consider instead 
the material and cultural losses: 
the paintings stolen and lost, the 
centuries-old landmarks devastated 
and not by the Germans — the Al- 
ss lied bombing of the Monte Cassino 
monastery is a centerpiece), the 
ks sculptures frantically smuggied to 
2 outlying estates before art mavens 
; Hitler and Goering could get their 
greedy mitts on them. Still, in one 
example after another, it seems 
more than odd to be concerned 
about a hidden Leonardo, or the 
looted homestead of Dostoevsky, 
rather than butchered civilians and 
genocide. Meticulously researched, 
and narrated in reverent tones by 
Joan Allen, The Rape of Europa is in- 
tended as an adjunct document to 
Holocaust culture, and one has to 
keep reminding oneself of that fact 
amid the feverish art-love tunnel 
vision. | 117m | West Newton: Fri + 
Sun-Mon + Wed-Thurs 
®® THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE 
SHOW | 1975 | This horror-camp 
extravaganza still draws midnight 
crowds. Its story of two dorky, all- 
American kids (Barry Bostwick and 
Susan Sarandon) who find them- 
selves indoctrinated into the pan- 
sexual ways of Dr. Frank-N-Furter is 
no More outrageous than La Cage aux 
Folles, but only a curmudgeon would 
deny the magnetism of Tim Curry, 
whose lip-smacking rendition of 
“Sweet Transvestite” remains one of 
the high points in all of cult mov- 
ies. Jim Sharman directs. | 100m | 
Harvard Square: Sat midnight 
}®® ROMANCE & CIGARETTES | 
2005 | Forget The Sopranos — writer/ 
director John Turturro has dropped 
James Gandolfini into érab, tree- 
less, white-ethnic Queens, where 
he’s Nick Murder, ironworker, 
and his in-heat affair with Tula 
Kate Winslet), a toilet-mouthed, 
cockney-accented lingerie clerk, is 
a madcap attempt to move beyond 
his prescribed blue-collar life of 
carting home the bacon for his 
religious wife, Kitty (Susan Saran- 
don), and their three demanding 
grown daughters (Man¢y Moore, 
Mary-Louise Parker, Aida Turturro). 
Turturro, however, transforms this 
depressing tale of underclass claus- 
trophobia into a funky, amusing, 
improbable musical. When Nick 
is tossed out by the irate Kitty, he 
can’t help but lip-synch Engelbert 
Humperdinck’s three-Manhattan 
slurry 1968 ode to Dino, “A Man 
Without Love.” Trash collectors 
join in, and a chorus of hardhats: 
crooning and hoofing by the silent 
majority! Then Winslet’s bosomy 
harlot enters the picture by way of a 
big production number (the Buena 
Vista Social Club's “Cuarto de Tula”) 
and her red-hot mama is rescued 
from a flaming building by a chorus 
of horny firemen with unwinding, 
swelling, squirting hoses. And Sa- 
randon’s wronged spouse turns her 
Catholic church into a down-home 
revival meeting, with everyone on 
the hard benches chanting, clap- 
ping, and rocking the boat to Janis 
Joplin’s torchy recording of “Piece of 
My Heart.” There’s an ingratiating 
levity to the musical numbers, as 
these acting professionals cut loose 
and belt out as enthusiastic ama- 
teurs. | 105m | Somerville Theatre 


®® THE SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ES- 
CAPE CLAUSE | 2006 | There comes a 
time when it’s best to leave that old 
Santa suit in the attic — especially 
now that the kids have grown up 
and gone away. The first two install- 
ments of the Santa Clause franchise 
were fresh twists on family holiday 
fun. The latest chapter arrives with 
all the joy of a recycled fruitcake. 
It’s not Tim Allen's fault; as every- 
day dad Scott Calvin turned Santa, 
he’s as amiable as ever. Neither can 
Martin Short be faulted as a scene- 
stealing Jack Frost out to hijack 
Christmas glory. No, blame the sto- 
ry-within-a-story framework from 
writers Ed Decter and John J. Strauss 
and director Michael Lembeck: it 
wallows in an aimless hodge-podge 
of gags without a mission. Alan Ar- 
kin and Ann-Margret add a dash of 
cheer as Santa in-laws who've been 
led to believe that the North Pole is a 
toy factory in Canada. | 938m | Lower 
Mills Branch Library: Mon 
THE SAVAGES | 2007 | Peter Keough’s 
review on page 7 | 113m | Boston Com- 
mon [tentative] + Fenway [tentative] 
+ Kendall Square + West Newton + 
suburbs 
LE SCAPHANDRE ET LE 
PAPILLON|THE DIVING BELL AND 
THE BUTTERFLY | 2007 | Peter 
Keough’s review on page 6 | French | 
112m | Boston Common [tentative] + 
Fenway [tentative] + Kendall Square 
+ Coolidge Corner + West Newton + 
suburbs 
SEDOTTA E ABBANDONATA| 
SEDUCED AND ABANDONED | 1964 
| This is Pietro Germi's follow-up to 
Divorzio all’italiana|Divorce Italian Style, 
with Stefania Sandrelli back as yet 
another nubile Sicilian girl. This 
time around, her Agnese is seduced, 
and left pregnant, by Peppino (Aldo 
Puglisi), and as if that weren't bad 
enough, Peppino is betrothed to 
Agnese's sister Matilde (Paola Big- 
gio). The girls’ father, Don Vincenzo 
(Saro Urzi), is, well, not pleased. 
He wants Peppino to marry Agnese, 
and when Peppino runs away (‘he 
doesn’t want to marty a non-virgin), 
Don Vincenzo sends his son Antonio 
(Lando Buzzanca) to kill him. They 
all wind up in court, among other 
places, in Germi's scathing satire. | 
Italian | b&w | 115m | Brattle: Fri-Sun 
® SHREK THE THIRD | 2007 | in the 
most lucid moment in Chris Miller’s 
film, Shrek (voiced by Michael My- 
ers) has a nightmare in which he has 
spawned a sea of infant ogres that 
overwhelm whatever appeal William 
Steig’s original creation might have 
had. It seems Shrek's wife, Fiona 
(Cameron Diaz), has just told him 
they're going to have a baby. And 
that’s only the beginning of his com- 
mitment problems: the King (John 
Cleese) has croaked, and Shrek is 
next in line (Fiona can’t succeed her 
father?) for the throne. So he heads 
out to find a relative, Arthur (justin 
Timberlake), to take his place. Mean- 
while, Prince Charming (Rupert Ever- 
ett) returns, looking to take over Far 
Far Away with an army of storybook 
villains. Hats off to John Cleese, who 
collects his check and is dead within 
minutes. No more sequels for him! 
No such luck for us. Shrek's night- 
mare is our reality. | 93m | Lower Mills 
Branch Library: Thurs 
®®® STARTING OUT IN THE EVE- 
NING | 2007 | Based on Brian Morton's 
novel, Andrew Wagner's all-digitally- 
shot film centers on an aging, obses- 
sive, out-of-print New York novelist, 
Leonard Schiller (Frank Langella), 
who's beset by a luscious and ambi- 
tious grad student: Heather (Lauren 
Ambrose) wants not only to write her 
master’s thesis about him but also 
to insinuate herself into his life, his 
history, and his bed. The textures are 
sometimes coy (too much comfortable 
soundtrack piano doodling, too much 
should-be-satiric lit chat), but the story 
bumps into very sophisticated territory 
along the way, and Wagner leaves out 
the obvious scenes we're half-expect- 
ing, letting the characters live in a 
three-dimensional, off-screen world. 
As played with meticulous tenderness 
by Langella, Schiller has dignity and 
old-school soul, this remnant from the 


New York intellectual 1950s, the school 


of Lionel Trilling and Alfred Kazin. He 
also has a lovely relationship with his 
pushing-4o daughter, Ariel (Lili Tay- 
lor), who reconnects with an old boy- 
friend (Adrian Lester) in one of those 


rare interracial cinematic relationships 


where the interracial part is never 
mentioned. | 111m | West Newton 
SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON 
BARBER OF FLEET STREET | 2007) 
Brett Michel's review on page 6 | 117m 
| Boston Common + Fenway + Harvard 
Square + Circle + suburbs 


®© THIS CHRISTMAS | 2007 | Christ- 
mas movies have always meant boring 
white people going home to settle 
lifelong resentments and eat ham. It’s 
only fair that black folks get a crack at 


Te-enacting these insipid mechanics. 
As artificially homy as a plug-in air 
freshener, writer/director Preston A. 
Whiumore II's This Christmas fills the 
bill. The unwieldy ensemble story has 
no fewer than six grown kids stay- 

ing with mom (Loretta Devine), each 
cramming hangers-on and manufac- 
tured conflict into a bland, overstuffed 
lump. There's not a single moment 
that doesn’t bristle with exposition and 
cliché — only Idris Elba as Quentin and 
Delroy Lindo as Joe give the film's Hall- 
mark cribbing anything resembling 
life. | 117m | Fenway [tentative] + suburbs 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STO- 
RY | 2007 | Brett Michel's review on 
page 7 | 98m | Boston Common + Fenway 
+ Fresh Pond + Circle + suburbs 


Aas & 


WAR AND PEACE | 1968 | jeffrey 
Gantz’s review on page 7 | Russian | 415m 
| Parts 1-2: Wed-Thurs; Parts 3-4: Thurs 
THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP | 20C7 | Angus (Alex Etel) finds 
an egg and takes it home. Next stop: 
the Loch Ness Monster? Adapted by the 
book by Dick King-Smith; Jay Russell 
‘Tuck Everlasting) directs, and Brian Cox 
and Emily Watson help out. | 111m | 
Boston Common + Fenway + Fresh Pond 
+ suburbs [ali Tues-Thurs] 


THE YACOUBIAN BUILDING | 
2006 | This three-hour Egyptian epic 
— the most expensive ever made, and 
the first to get US release — has been 
crafted in the old school, by young- 
ish pro Marwan Hamed, as a massive 
Arabic soap opera, a Cairo-based Gone 


with the Wind swoony with mourning for 
a privileged colonialist past and with a 
melodramatic fascination for the bloody 
ideological conflicts of the present. No- 
tably in a nation with strict censorship 
laws (somewhere slackly west of Lrani 
an sharia), Hamed's film revolves around 
the need for, and the degeneration of, 
sex and money, and it’s groundbreak. 
ingly frank in its native territory about 
homosexuality and female exploitation 
Hammy, lavish, and often thunder 
footed, the movie is an immersion in 
rare pulp, and.as much a window on 
Egyptian urbanity as on a semi-pol- 
ished Arab film industry trying to come 
to grips with a tumultuous world and 
its own sociopolitical contradictions. 
Arabic | 161m | MFA: Sat-Sun 

YOUTH WITHOUT YOUTH | 2007 | Pe 
ter Keough’s review on page 7 | 124m 
Boston Common [tentative] + Fenway 
{tentative] + Kendall Square + Embassy 
+ suburbs 


imagine director Joe incredible 
path ATONEMENT 


Visit blueseat.com for the story behind the story ATONEMENT. 
Get access articles and videos revealing how the filmmakers 
brought the film life. Like Joe Wright, believe true vision should 
lose nothing translation. ATONEMENT theatres 12.07.07. 
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DICKY BARRETT 
THE MIGHTY 
MIGHTY 
BOSSTONES 


or years — nine to be exact — Dicky Barrett 

celebrated every Christmas with his band, 

the Mighty Mighty Bosstones, by playing 

a week of shows called the “Hometown 

Throwdown..” That ended in 2002, when the 
band members parted ways and Dicky left Boston to 
work as the announcer for Jimmy Kimmel Live! in LA. 
Well, this year the Throwdown is back, for five sold- 
out nights at the Middle East downstairs beginning 
December 26. And so are the Bosstones. They’ve 
already got three newly recorded songs, and they’re 
planning more. Here’s what Dicky had to say when I 
caught with him his home the West Coast. 


WHERE ARE YOU LIVING? I've got a house in Monro- 
via. It’s like 40 minutes from Hollywood. It’s a 
tiny town with a main street, and it’s as close as 
could get something that looks like New Eng- 
land. I live in an old house, and there are yards 
here. Most co-workers think I’m crazy. 
They're always asking me, “What time is your 
flight Monrovia?” 


WHAT HAPPENED WITH THE RADIO SHOW YOU USED TO 
HAVE IN LA? I did that for about a year, and I won’t 
even mention the name the station. got play 
whatever wanted. But when started getting rat- 
ings, the geniuses the station started formatting 
again, but there’s nowhere radio that would let 
me. I mean, I was playing Housemartins into Devo 
and that’s not how works real radio. 


WHAT'S A TYPICAL DAY ON THE JIMMY KIMMEL SET LIKE? | 
get three and there’s rehearsal where look 
at clips of what we've got for the show. Then Jimmy 
decides going run, some pre- 
recordings just case something goes wrong during 
the show. We have a guy who warms up the crowd, 
and then once the show starts, it’s my job to laugh 
ass off. It’s not all demanding. There are people 
who work hard, and probably not one them. 


DID YOU HAVE ANY TROUBLE GETTING TIME OFF FOR THE 
BOSSTONES? It wouldn't have really required much. 
The writers’ strike actually helped. And the Throw- 
down taking place during the show’s Christmas 
hiatus. Plus, we've been able to practice out here 
during the day. Joe our bassist, Lawrence 
Katz, our guitarist, and Joe Sirous, our drummer, 
are all out here. Maybe I'd say this anyway, but I 
sound better than ever have. 


swear sound better 
than ever have.’ 


MIDDLE EAST 
480 MASS AVE, 
DECEMBER 26-30 
SOLD OUT 


Throwing down 
with 


Barrett and the Bosstones are back 


HOW DIFFICULT WAS IT TO BRING IN THE REST OF BAND? 
rm section flew in yesterday, and now we're 
intensive, full-band practices. But only 
took little while figure out that they’d been 
practicing their own. And [dancer] Ben [Carr] 
coming in tonight. We'll see how his legs are. He’s 
really got the hardest job. As you get older, you 
can still play guitar and sing, but his dancing isa 
whole other thing. It’s like aerobics steroids. 


HOW MANY SONGS ARE YOU GOING TO HAVE? In the age 
the Internet, you can’t get away with doing 
the same set every night, which what used 
to do. So we've learned 70 to 75 songs. We're also 
doing the new songs from the Medium Rare album 
{mostly unreleased material and B-sides, 
Big Rig Records] we just put out — three songs we 
recorded out here LA. And there are few sur- 
prise covers, too. 


WHY THIS NOW? were going wait for the 
war Iraq end, but that doesn’t seem like it’s 
going happen anytime soon. It’s hard believe 
that when we first went on hiatus in 2003, we had 
already gotten into this war, and it’s still going on. 


I'M GUESSING THAT YOU COME BACK EAST FOR THE HOLI- 
DAYS ANYWAY, RIGHT? Yeah. mother would kill 
otherwise. spend Christmas with mother. 
It’s mostly lot swearing and drinking. No, it’s 
nice. My mother is crazy about Christmas. She’s 
one those people you see around the malls wear- 
ing those Christmas sweaters. 


WHAT'S THE BEST GIFT YOU'VE EVER GOTTEN? Jimmy 
gives amazing gifts, but his cousin Sal gives the 
craziest gifts. When first moved out here, was 
staying the Roosevelt Hotel for six months. For 
first Christmas, Sal gave free night 
the Roosevelt. 


WHAT'S YOUR FAVORITE PART OF THE HOLIDAYS? For 
years, the best part was the Throwdown. We’d fin- 
ish year touring and have five more our 
Most grueling shows do, and then would start, 
and you couldn’t help but love it. 


| HEAR RUMORS OF A FUTURE BOSSTONES ALBUM? It’s 
nothing that keep secret. had fun record- 
ing again. the possibility our going into the 
studio and making full-length not out the 
question. © 


> 
= 
a 
‘ 
| 
F 
4 


GOLDEN 


BEST 


BEST ACTRESS ELLEN PAGE BEST SCREENPLAY DIABLO CODY 


TRULY GROWN-UP CON AEDY WITH 
PERFORMAN 


Thelma Adams, US 


“ONE THE BEST FILMS THE YEAR. 


‘The delightful movie. The funny bubbies 
from the sad, and the sad gives the funny weight. 


IT WILL SEND YOU HOME SMILIt 


A 


CLAUDIA PUIG, USA TO 


“THE FEEL-GOOD MOVIE 
THE 


JACK MATHEWS, NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 


LING’ 


David Edelstein, NEW YORK MAGAZINE 


CARD” NOMINATIONS 


for Philip Seymour Hoffman and Laura Linney... 
the actors are pitch-perfect.” 
Lou Lumenick, NEW YORK POST 


THELMA ADAMS, US WEEKLY 


PERFECT 


ROBERT WILONSKY, THE VILLAGE VOICE 


“Laura Linney and Philip Seymour are 
TWO OF THE MOST TALENTED CTO 
OF THEIR GENERATIO ON, \, yet even with their impressive 
resumes, this is A TOUR DE FORCE for both of them.” 
Claudia Puig, USA TODAY 


“ONE THE BEST MOVIES THE YEAR... 


told with uncommon humanity, wit and 


4 4 


LOU LUMBENICK, NEW YORK POST 


% BEST SCREENPLAY SEST ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY 


Los ANGELES FILM CRITICS ASSOCIATION SAN FRANCISCO FILM CRITICS CIRCLE 


AND 


PETER TRAVERS, ROLLING STONE 


Laura Linney Philip Seymour Hoffman 


AMC LOEWS AMC LOEWS COOLIDGE CORNER SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
BOSTON COMMON 290 HARVARD STREET REVERE 
175 TREMONT ST. CHURCH ST. RTE. SQUIRE RD. 


DEDHAM LANDMARK’S AMC SHOWCASE CINEMAS SHOWCASE CINEMAS 
COMMUNITY FRAMINGHAM RANDOLPH DANVERS WOBURN 

508-628-4400 781-963-5600 1-800-FANDANGO #734 781-933-5330 


‘searchlight. cor om 
SAVAGES AND YOUR ZIP CODE TO 43 Mx 


START FRIDAY, DECEMBER 


PHILIP 
= 


= 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


PHONE SEX 
STRIPPERS 


MAN MAN 


ESCORTS 


TV/TS 


CLUBS SPAS 


EROSPHERE 


PERSONALS 


THE 


HONOQURAS BABY 
thick the right 
places. Gutgoing: Seeking 
new aiiverture, 


To GROWSE ads cali: 


Brockton 774.776.7006 
Framingham 508.663.2400 


Peabody 978.854.0854 


FREE code 4514 


MegaMates.com 


GAY & BI LOCALS 


617.423.6666 


Lowell 978.856.0856 


For other cbes cal 
MegaMates 


MEGA 
hone 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888)MegeMates 18+ Ozer Pc 


LISTE 


3 


Boston 
617.338.9990 


Brockton 
Framingham 508.663.2600 
Lowell 978.856.0855 
Peabody 978.854.0800 


FREE code 8833 


For other cites call 


(888) MegaMates 


FREE FREATURES 


»} FREE to create a profile 

» FREE to record a personal ad 
» FREE to listen to put 

FREE 
> FREE 
FREE 


US ONLINE 


24/7 Freendty Customer Care 1(888)MegaMates 18. Pc 


q ay 4 
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Sophisticated yet down earth. 
voluptuous 40D-28-38, 5’5, 
OUT 


81-414- 


A 


40C-26-38, 


781-241-8796 


36D, pretty 
face, long 
red hair. 


Sexy heels 
and lace 
panties. 


-378-7698 


Boston Exposed 
Adult dating and contact 


ALL Box Verified 
Real Connections with Real People 


888 


Not Adult service ads. 
Real people looking for 
real people. No fee to 


Boston singles also call 
1 888 758-9898 call 


now meet tonight for 


meet. Just Boston i Live 
“Guys only under 30 drinks and more. Live 
consenting adults wanting response from Boston 
to get together. Each box meet re consenting adults... 
is verified. All callers are GrinK SOG Gays call 
real and updated daily >. : } \what 1-888-547-0555 
Can You Help Me: ' —. * @ Shannon 20 yr old single 
I am looking for a 4 INGLE 44 


sexy black female seeking 
§ white male lover ages 20- 
| 35 only. | am currently a 

nursing student enjoy 


“Not into swinging 
‘Len only 


Box # 415230 


amateur photographer to 


take photos of me. I'm 


trying to set up an adult 


website an’t pay you : men that are orally gifted 
Rachel seeking adventurous fun loving guy 


For sensuous gal who enjoys erotica. This is 
my real photoyand my Ist ad on exposed. 
SBox# 326 / } 


Divorced 42 yr old fit attractive woman 
hice sking partner for adult fun, Massage, 
play & more 


but I can service 


because | am. Not a pro 
you..Kim Box 427616 


No $$ Box 430702 


New England MILI 
Seeking guy unger 30 


Kelly 
Blond 
natural 
bs 


Box 


I won't say r m the 
sexiest Redhead in New 
England but I’m close..lol 
@ | would like to meet a 
man over 30 for erotic 


I have a quiet apt in a nice 
area and love to go wild 


good times. If you have a 
with younger guys after 


5:00pm Box # 65201 


foot fetish that’s a plus 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Holiday Deadlines: 
Our offices will closed 


December 24-25 


December issue: 


Adult Display ads: noon Thursday, December 
Adult Line ads: noon Friday, December 


are offering now new rates sizes! 


Call 617-450-8753 today 


place your adult ads 


fife 


N.Shore 617-888-7040 
-6779 


Available Last minute 
hrs/7 days appointments 
week. are available. 


Bachelor Parties, Strip-O-Grams, 
Time Companionship, Etc. 


*82 617-671-4033 


Ask for Nevaeh. Selective Hiring. 


ADULT SERVICES | THE BOSTON PHOENIX 
OMBSHELL 4 
HOT 
4 
4 
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only policy 
share late night and thoughts. 


Premiere has part-time 
openings for escorts. 


Some college preferred, 


~ no exp. necessary. 
q ag a No transportation needed. 
Julia. 


| 


{ 


125 LBS. 36D 
Serving MA, Ri, NH Dominance Sessions 
Strippers Massages 


GREAT ATTITUDE! 
5'10 36C-26-37 

978-467-5197 
IN/OUT CALLS ANYWHERE. 
CALL CALS: 


i > tac 
© Dinner Dates 


ALWAYS HIRING 


provide fun discreet 


1-5 


; 


THEPHOENIX.COM/ADULT 


ESCORT 
ADVERTISING 


Call 617-450-8753 


#1 1/128/95 EXIT 1S 


appt. New 


617-318-7966 


#1128 Asian Beauty 
Exit 36 


617-334-4501 


#1 495 EXIT 34 
A 


508-844-3389 


#1 ASIAN TOUCH 
NR COOLIDGE 
CORNER/ 

BEACON ST 


774-248-4732 


DOMINICAN 
PRINCESS 


617-275-8897 


#1 DREAM GIRLS 


617-828-5693 


#1 RT 2 MAGIC 
TOUCH 


781-443-5687 


RT3 ASIAN 
BARBIE 


North of Boston 


Body Reiax 6 Snampoo 
SAM-3PM By agor 


508-844-3385 


AAHH... CANDICE 


year 


*82-617-870-0063 


ADRIANA 


ADRIANA 


781-640-5574 


ASIAN 
RUB DOWN 


Come Relax 


128/95/390 


*82-617-334-3104 


No walk-ins. Appt only 


ASIAN COLLEGE 
SWEETIE 
ALLSTON, 


857-221-7285 


#ASIAN MODELS 
**ALLSTON** 


wort 


617-828-2950 


PLEASURES 
QUINCY. 


tot young Asian girts 
yOu and give you 


hot sensual massage IN /( 


617-828-5693 


ASIAN RUB 
COMM AVE 


N Brookine 


774-248-4732 


AT ESCORTS 
INTERNATIONAL 


*82-617-318-4773 


ATTENTION! 


Absolute pleasure is my 


781-521-5173 


BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 


biz 


“82-617-785-2109 


BIG BUSTY 
LICKER 


area 


978-395-6095 


BLONDES HAVE MORE 
FUN! 


8 617-275- 


8902 
BODY BEAUTIFUL 


781-289-9846 


BOOB LOVERS 
617-275-8906 
Bostonis BUSTIEST 


617-275-8843 


BUTTER BROWN CODNESS 


ANGEL Rt.128 


By ai 


978-994-8041 


CANDYCOMPANION. 


866- 
637-8793 


CYNTHIA LATINO BABE 
VISITING 


EBONY DOMINATRIX 
QUEEN 


617-275-8901 


EVA SEXY LATIN FEMALE 


EXTREME 
PLEASURE! KEEP 
SECRET BECAUSE 


YOU ARE HOT! 


"82-617-997-6743 
GINGER 


The naughty mode! 36C 24 


30. You'll love my face and 


shape! Outcalls only. *82- 


617-318-4529 


HOLIDAY EROTIC 
PLEASURE 


et me j you for the 


215-9581 


HOLIDAY 
SPECIAL! 


t want t ay and have fu: 


781-266-7123 
HONEY BEE 
Wanna hit the honeypot 0” 
pread a sweet sweet 
honey al! over you. F 
what the Buzz ati a 


t. Service with a e 


“82-781-492-8862 


PLEASE NOT 
TEASE 


Expect to be pleased by 


e. Blonde. 24/7. Ask for 
Tina. Outcalls 


617-980-4974 


IN TOWN THROBBING FOR 
PLEASURE 


617-275-8843 


JENNA 


617-595-8869 
MONEY MOTIVATED? 


NEW AD! 


617-274-4549 


NOW OPEN 


617-595-2866 
(Cancel) 


Call 617-953-1962 


PUERTO RICO’S FINEST 
VISITING 


617-275-8851 
SANTA SPECIALS 


617-395-7993 


ESCORTS 


areas. 781-266-6001 


SEXXY ENCOUNTERS 


Savannah, no 


pounds. 


36C. Call and ask for services 


provided. Available 24/7 Waiting 617-459-9538 
on your call. 617-407-7316 


SEXY FETISH 
DIVA 


tite, Latin/Indian ATOR/vers"8 478 


with st 


617-777-8160 


SHORT SWEET AND 
PETITE 


My name is Amanda & | a 


(617)429-0861 


SOAKING WET SLUTS 


1/2" 


Wie to 


817-529-6041 


your fantasy 


36-26-36 


www.TempU.com 


617-742-1608 


100% PASSABLE 
617-935- JIMAR 
6044 INCH STICK 

Visually hot 22 yr old, 


hot face, hard abs, 
chiseled chest, smooth 
dominant top 
Massages avail. 


617-406-7005 


ASIAN TS WINDY 


617-938-8409 


HOT AMERICAN 
SHEMALE 


a, frie 


617-947-5773 


PAULINA PRE-OP 


TENAY 


tisfied. Come get a taste of 


heaven. *In/Out* 


| Aa 
3 


from 


¢ 
. 
ean ad iNT bionde haw, brown eyes, 348 22 
= fer a an toned body long red hair 
| Body relax Mat beautiful. k ny A 


seconds and are Pre-Op 
always anonymous. EXOTIC LATINA 


share your late night stories and thoughts. 
Very Functional. 
Boston location. 


North Shore 


> 


517 378 


2346 


Tyra 


New town 


ex mama 


Alena bequners 


A Brazilian Goddess 
34C-30-36 
9” Fully Functional 

eee 


he 


Something 


Glass 


CALL 
401-345-3876 


‘Lunchtime $125/Hr 


p.m. 


COME PLAY 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(886)MegaMates 18+ 


PLACE YOUR THE BOSTON PHOENIX ADULT SER 

ES 


PHONE 
FANTASY 


$10 Buck Phone Sex 
Live 1 on 1 1-877-919-EASY 
(3279) 18+ 


Boston Hottest Sex Talk! 
1-800-811-4048 
1*900-255-3838 
Horny Housewives 
1-800-960-4328 
1-800-829-5733 
intimate 
Connections 
1-800-619-CHAT 

From .69c to $2.98/mini8+ 


(2428) 


Come where singles play 
Cail 857-223-1000 
Try FREE! Use code 5559 
or 800-210-1010 


Curious Local Bi Guys! 
857-223-1100 


Cal 


800 


FREE code 6718. 


777-8000 


Hardcore Phone Sex 


intimate Connections 
1-800-805-TALK 
Real Horny girls 
1-800-251-4414 

900-329-0900 
The Men's Room 
1-800-618-STUD 7883) 
From 69c to $1.99/min 18+ 


(8255) 


Sizzling Hot Phone Talk 


800-785-2833 
900-255-3838 
From $2.50/min 18 
XXX Fantasy Personal 
Xxx 
All lifestyles, kinks, Fetishes 
800-990-9377 
1-900-486-0300 
From 2. 98/min 18+ 
BACHELOR PARTY 
EXTREME! 
Looking for girls to work 


bachelor parties and stripper 


grams. Must be 18 or older. 


508-510-5553 


ADULT 


DANCERS WANTED 


ncers Wanted 
Earn Up to $ + | Wk 

Flexible Hours! No expenence 

necessary 


Must be 18+ Ca 


1-800-698-ALEX 
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LINGERIE 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


a 


Boston 


MODELING 


508-753-3796 


*237 Park Ave, Rt. Worcester 
(Mass Pike, Exit 10, 290 Exit 17, Rt 9 West) 
*333 Columbus Ave, Ste 17, Springfield 


PRIVATE MODELING - ROLE PLAYING - FETISHES 
X-DRESSING - SALE & MODELING 
OF INTIMATE APPAREL 


OR... WHEN YOU jUST DON'T WANT TO BE ALONE... 


Nude 
Showplace 


TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS & ASSOCIATES 


SHOWER 


EVERY TUESDAY 
AMATEUR CONTEST 
GIRLS 


SUNDAY MONDAY 
NIGHT FOOTBALL 


FREE PASTA, MEATBALLS SAUSAGE 
TSHIRTS PRIZES 


FREE ADMISSION TO MARIO’S WITH THIS AD! SUNDAY - THURSDAY 


COME VISIT US! 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS, ALL THE BEST IN THE 
NEW YEAR! THANK YOU! 
147 THOMPSON RAD., WEBSTER, MA 


ATE. 395 EXIT 
OPEN DAYS 12-1AM COVER BEFORE 


ALEX’ 


www.clubalexs.com 
RTE. 138 Stoughton 781-344-2175 
18+ Mon Thurs Nites 


CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS 
with over 100 
Little Helpers 
$1000 Cash Giveaways 
DEC. 17-24! 
Grand Prize Christmas Eve! 


Also Join for Silver and Gold 
New Years Eve Party Dec. Day and Night 


Couples Are Welcomed Entertainment NUDE 


Free Food and Special Champaign Toast for All OVER 100 GIRLS WEEKLY 


us 4 
CHECK OUT OUR NEW 
COMPLIMENTARY ALCOHOLIC & NON-ALCOHOLIC DRINKS... 
1-800-785-2833 3 
- 


OPEN DAYS 


Come 


the Holidays 
Club Fantasies Style! 


Open Christmas Eve 
Every Tuesday Amateur Night! Over $400 cash prizes! 


MONDAY, TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 
COVER AFTER 6PM THE 
ALL NUDE FANTASY ISLAND ROOM 


Happy Holidays All 

The Best The 
New Year! 


Thank 


ALWAYS COMPLIMENTARY BUFFET 'NOON- OUTDOOR PATIO 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX | ADULT SERVICES 


SUNDAY NIGHT 
FOOTBALL 
with Heineken 


Free prizes and 
gifts from Heineken 
Come dance with the 

Heineken girls 


EVERY MONDAY 
NIGHT FOOTBALL 
OUR NUMEROUS 
SCREEN’S 


SPONSORED 


WATCH 
ALL THE 
ACTION 
OUR 8-FOOT 
SCREEN 


EXPERIENCE 
BRAND NEW 
FUNCTION 


BACHELOR PARTY HEADQUARTERS CALL 1-877-4- DESIRE FOR DETAILS 


SECURE 
PARKING 


PARKING FOR 
BUSES 
LIMOS 


THEPHOENIX.COM/ADULT | DECEMSER 2), 2007 7 
NEW ENGLAND’S ONLY CHOICE FOR ADULT ENTERTAINMENT! 
=) 
FREE SECURE PARKING BUSES ALWAYS WELCOME NOW OFFER KENO ALL LOTTERY GAMES ALWAYS LOOKING FOR NEW ENTERTAINERS 
FREE 


#1 1/128/95 EXIT 15 


edham M. 


617-318-7966 


#1 ASIAN BODY 
MASSAGE 


#1 ASIAN RUB 
MASSAGE 


MASSAGE 


erience a taste of 
Sweet @ 
and ease 
Shower facilities. Near 


hinatown 


857-222-3073 
857-413-9032 


ASIA BEST 
MASSAGE 


Beautiful, young asian 
masseuses. Body 
Shampoo. Total Relaxation 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Call 24/7, in Newton 


617-610-1977 


ASIAN GIRLS 
Best Body Rub. Vou tried 
the rest now try the best 
93 South Exit SA 


781-664-0492 


ASIAN MASSAGE 


Excellent Massage 
Onental Beauties 
Quincy - in/Out 


617-460-9331 


ASIAN MASSAGE 
Most retaxing body rub 
n Allston 9am - 9pm 7 
Days a week. Satisfaction 


Cuaranteed 


857-413-6663 


ASIAN RUB 
SOUTHERN 
N. HAMPSHIRE 


10AM-10PM 
in caits only 


*82-617-778-3404 


BEST MASSAGE 
MEDFORD 
Open 9AM-11PM 


617-820-6688 


Best Massage 
Sweet SEXY Asian girls. 
Waiting to meet you and 

give you the best massage. 

Please call Quincy 


617-818-5574 


THEPHOENIX.COM/ADULT 


BLISSFUL 


617. 222-0472 


Chinese Ghts 
Best Massage Appts near 
tow 


781-630-3471 


GRAND OPENING 


« Call; 617-593-7152 


GRAND OPENING 


MASSAGE 
Body Rub Massage Asian 
Cirts By Appointment. 7 
Days /WK.9 AM-3PM 
Near Quincy 617-319- 
0401 

MASSAGES DONE RIGHT 


Complete satisfaction with sexy 


erotic Latin North Shore/Boston 


in/out 24 hrs 617-275-8904 


FLOWERS 
Crand Opening 
Excellent massage 

by orienta! beauties. 
Unforgettable 
experience. in/Outcalls 


617-980-2382 


By appt onty! QUINCY 


ORIENTAL ANGEL 
Grand Opening 
Excetient massage 
by oriental beauties 
Unforgettable 


experience. in/Outcalls 


857-526-5767 


By appt onty! QUINCY 


ORIENTAL MASSAGE 
COMMONWEALTH 
AVENUE 


Sam-Tipm incalls. 


*82-617-222-0143 


PLACE YOUR ADULT AD 
We can work with nearly any 
budget 
Call 617-450-8753 to learn more 


and to place an ad 


www .thephoenix.com/adult 


The 8 


SINGAPORE 
HONG KONG 


Sweet girls, good massage 
Near Boston Chinatown 
10 arm -Ti pm. Please call 


Carmen 617-435-2828 


ston Phoenix -40 years of 


BRIAN 


401-725-4811 
Benefit St. Pawtucket, 


JAPAN 


1021 


Dry Sauna Rus 


SHOWER 
Call 401-353-5100 


1410 lineral Spring 


North Providence, 


OPEN 


Take RT 95 to exit 16 (Thurbers Ave) K 
mile. Turn left onto Broad St. 1021 8 


t the fork in the ramp. Follow Thurbers Ave (west) for 1/2 
eet is on the night, 2nd floor Private parking behing building 


Richmond St. Second Floor 


Open Days Come treat your 


From Rt. 95 South: Take Exit 20 Downtown, Off Pine St. + WALK IN SERVICE et Wess i Oriental Style 

One Body Rub 


Spa 
“Body W. ork 


"Body § ~ Sham poo 


are located the 4th 


375 Admiral Street 
2 Pontiac Ave, Providence RI Providence, Ri 


\Private parking and entrance in the back 


Exit 17 
Stay STRAIGHT onto Roger Ave. 
Turn Left on Reservoir Ave 
| miles on left (across from JOB LOT/corner of Pontioc and Reservoir) 


Street Spa 
Pleasant 
401-728-1700 


Full Steam Room Dry Sauna 
Body Shampoo Body Rub 


* SELL YOUR CAR 


* FIND A ROOMMATE 

* RENT YOUR APARTMENT 

* PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS 
* SELL YOUR STUFF 

* FIND A JOB 


* GET AN AUDITION ... ALL FOR 
FREE 
IT'S 


CLASSIFIED! 


Street. Take 
take Right onto Pleas 
From Boston-Take Exit 27-Take Right onto George St 

at Base of hill onto Pleasant St 


Walk-Ins Welcome! 


THEPHOENIX.COM/AD (CLASSIFIEDS 
SSAGE armony Spa 
P Play at her BRAND NE 
— F Equipped. Mutt-Room Facilit 
Young For Full Body atial and ax, work by 
; 
t the way y ke it 
North Shore 617-275-8 
ae 
i x ie y PRIVATE PARKING & ENTRANCE IN BACK 
Vite fe 
. 
From Providence-Take Exit 23-Right off Ramp to Schoo! 


ORIENTAL MASSAGE 


49 SHERIDAN STREET, CENTRAL FALLS 
(OFF BROAD STREET) 


95 South: 
Toke exit 30 to merge onto 
Mt Ave toward Central Foils 


Tum night ot Sheridan St 

95 North: 

Toke exit 29 for Broodway /US-1 
Slight night ot Broadway /US-1 
Tum left ot Central Ave 

Continue on Cross St 

Turn night at Brood St/R+1 14 


204 Westminster St. floor, Providence, 
BODY RUB DRY SAUNA 


BODY SHAMPOO 


DAYS WEEK 10AM MIDNIGHT 


401-274-3773 


NORTH MAIN STREET SPA 


1185 North Main St. 
Providence, 02904 


401.453.6677 


MINUTES AWAY FROM EXIT 
OFF INTERSTATE 


SAUNA 
STEAM 
BODY RUB 
TABLE SHOWER 
www.northmainstreetspa.com 


and place ads online 


EXIT 
DOWNTOWN 


DIRECTIONS: 

FROM 1-95 

Take Exit 22A- Downtown 
Turn Right Francis St. 
Turn Left Dorrance St. 
Turn Right Westminster St. 


pleasant and delightful with very 


Join for FREE, confidential 
discussion group Fenway 
Community Health. Talk other 
men who feel the same way 

you do. 


2nd Tuesday every month 
7-9 

Fenway Community 
Haviland Street, Boston 


Call 617-927-6032 email 


=Fenway 


WWW.FENWAYHEALTH.ORG 


TOPICS LIST 

Nov. 2007: Not Tell? 
Dec. 2007: Open Topic/Social Time 
Jan. 2008: Does Like Guys? 
Feb. 2008: Open Topic/Social Time 


Mar. 2008: Safer Sex: More than 
Just Condoms 


Apr. 2008: Open Topic/Social Time 


May 2008: Beyond Gay Straight: 
Understanding Bisexuality 


Jun. 2008: Open Topic/Social Time 


Note: Topics are always flexible, discussions 
will follow group interests 


& 
THE BOSTON PHOENIX ADULT SERVICES DECEMBER 21, 
Twin right at Brood St/R+114 Peles St 
P ; Charles St 
Gross Si 
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Connecting Hot Men for Over 10 years! 


CONNECT 


Listen to 1000s of Gay and Bi Locals FREE! : —s 


ad 


Boston 

Framingham 508.663.2400 


Lowell 
Peabody 


Providence 


FREE code 4545 


For other cities cail 
(888) MegaMates 


MegaMates.com 


24/7 Friendly "Customer Care 1(888)MegaMates 18+ 2007 PC LLC 


THE HE-MAIL NETWORK 


REAL MEN LOOKING FOR REAL MEN 


vew to the scene, totally inexperienced 70567 -Lowell- Attractive gay white bottom 60's, experienced, 


or a guy with patience and experience want to be an oral slave for a 40+ top, at least 7", on a regular 


M. versatile bottom, clean, quiet. openminded 
d adventurous and | love to get on my knees and have itfed = 
to me 70533- Manchester, NH- | ‘m 33, 5°9", 170 & ISO a 


basis at my place 


70718- Hi guys, | am a 35 year old WM, 6°3”, 240 with blue eyes gentleman at least 60, preferably dominant, for some fun 


0502- North of Boston- Eddie, prefer older men, 50-60 
7¢ ons Revere- I'm Puerto Rican, 28. independent and lookir 9 for ; 70455- Bc 


someone to talk to 
708-Cranston, Ri- WM, 36, looking for males to orally service for no hassie good times. Weekday daytimes at your place best 


70389- Boston- M, 60. looking for mature guys North & West of 
Boston with a place. 

70313- Boston- WM, 47, 5'11", 140. 7 42" cut, hairy chest, 
brown curly hair, clean shaven, versatile bottom into oral and 


oston- Goodlooking, friendly . 60 looking for older guys 


04-Framingham- Muscular, very, very well endowed guy 
42, 5'8 1/2”, 185, looking for regular servicing. 
70694-Pawtucket, Ri- I'm 30 w/green eyes, new to scene 
looking for a guy who can host to show me the ropes. 
70690-Taunton- WM, top, 41, very sensual, like oral and anal 
ISO slender feminine guys and TG's. 
685-Providence- I'm 40, 150, 5'8 1/2 
age, race open, possible LTR 
0679-Plymouth-I'm 47, 6’, 175, 47 and looking to get dressed 
up and spanked. | can host or travel 
70672- SE Mass- BIWM, 27, 5'9”, 130, br/br, looking for WM's giving or receiving barebottom spankings , discipline 
70222- Medford, MA- italian, 54, 6’, 220, masculine, balding, 


to play doctor and 
oral but extremely inexperienced, looking for one M only, size 


anal and looking to please 1 or more men 
top, looking for guys, 70309- Providence- Latino, 34, 5'4”, 140, light skinned, must 


travel, work in Boston area, ISO a bottom, feminine a plus. 


0268- WM, 6’, 195, masculine, muscular, looking for guys into 


70646- North Shore of MA- This hot mouth is waiting to service 
you day or night. 

70641- Boston- Good shape & goodlooking, 50's looking for a 
Quy my age or older to service me 

I'm 5'11", 170, total bottom with long 
hair and my own place looking for tops to orally service 

70631- South of Boston- BIM, 52, 6'4", stocky build , new to the 
scene and looking to travel & have fun lashing for to tate me 

70630- Worchester- WM, mid 50's, enjoy mutual oral, looking for 2 — 

weekday meetings at your place 70201- Lowell -60's Gay Male, attractive, submissive oral 
70627- Providence, Ri- Naughty sub, 5'9", 170 looking for bottom w/ own apartment, ISO Gay white tops, 40+, well hung 
dominant male 50+ a plus 

607- West of Boston- Good looking construction worker. late 
40's, looking for buddy to give me a full body massage 

70596- Frankie trom the North Shore looking for guys 60 and 57”, 180, irish/French with long frosted blonde hair and biue 
older eyes looking for a Single unattached WM 40+ 

OPEN YOUR OWN BOX WITH FREE MESSAGE RETRIEVAL MUST BE 18+ 1-800-214-3188 


is unimportant 
70219-North of Boston- 6’, 220 Daddy type , 50's, balding 


70637 - Providenc w/mustache. affectionate, ISO men who are 5'6” or smaller with 


small endowments like me 
70214-Cheisea- Married White top, 46, 5’6". 150, mustache, 


70024-Beverly, MA - Sheila an attractive passable CD , 40 


ral 


SPANK ME 

Love a guy who can work me out from 

front to back. Cock and bali work then 

tie me up. | can host. Clean, discreet, 

healthy. Box 56362 (xp 2/28) 

Spoil, party, play 

Masculine good looking laid back dad 

5'7, 175ibs, 7in cut. Be 18+, lean, 

cute, smooth and discreet. Box 61732 

(xp 2/24) 

Lkg for C/D 

Black C/D. ikg for another C/D. 

Versatile top who likes aimost every- 

thing. I'm 10in and love to be sucked 

and fu"*ed. Box 78732 (xp 3/2) 

Love to please 

40 y/o WM. Southern NH. 5°8, brown. 

blue, facial hair. 8 in. and very oral. 

Lkg to — Can travel. Box 72452 

(xp 2/27 

Bend me over your knee 

Submissive, 5°9, 170 Ibs. Lkg for 

someone older 50s-60s w/ a solid 

body. Be dominant and take me over 
his knee to spank me. Box 65272 

(xp 2/28) 

Tie me up 

5°10, 180!bs, 50 y/c 


nipples and 


p my a” 


hot a”. Tie me up ai 
red. Box 88842 (xp 12/29) 

Average hetero ikg anything 

Lkg to meet a single guy or TS. I'ma 


Versatile. Ph. # inc 


Open to anything 


Mike. 30 y/o, 6"1, 190ibs, br/biue. 


\ 


Tail attractive bi white male. Versatile 
and open minded Straight acting and 
appearing. Can be a dominant top, | 
can be a little girly b**ch. Box 61742 
(xp 3/2 

Discreet married white guy. 

Needs to travel. Looking to get into 
you. Box 57472 (2/7) 

Versatile 

Age and race open. Ph. inci. Around 
aft the time. Box 78462 (xp 2/17) 
Lkg for someone submissive 

68 y/o, good loking.5°10 170 ibs. 
MWNM. Sturdy and hairy. Brown hair 
and eyes. 6 in uncut. Big nuts. Very 
masculine. Love to suck c™"k. Love to 
rim a”. Can't host but can travel. 20 
miles within new Bedford. Box 63882 
(xp 1/20) 

Ripped and chiseled body 

Maicom, 24 y/o good looking well 


hung black guy. 6 foot tall. Big 11 inch 


dick, cut. Bi. Lkg for a bottom to lick 


my balls. Black hair with braids. so hot 


and sexy. Box 81031 (xp 2/27) 

E Stocky BOTTOM. 

BIMM, mid 40s, bid/blu, stalky btm. 
very discreet. Lkg2 travel & for pos- 
sible reg. No BS, just fun. Box 51842 
(xp 1/8) 

Lgk 4 sub bot 

45 yo. Dominant top. 6in cut. in the 
Manchester NH area. Into anything 
that isn’t involved in sh*t, piss, or 
blood. Box 88581 (xp 2/27) 

Hot For YOU 

46yo. Good shape. Like body odor 
inspections? Let me smell you. Box 
61782. (xp2/1) 

At Your SERVICE 

Good ikg 40yo bottom. Hanover, ikg 
to travel 5°10" 170i. Smooth body 
Lkg to service a top. Box 57752 

(xp 2/24) 


HER 


Make me SPANK Me 


Mark. White. 47yo. Brown hair, hazel 


eyes. 5°11” 140ib. 7"cut. Versatile 
bottom. Lkg for strong, dominant, 


well-hung guy, or guys. Love a good 


spanking. Ph # included. Box 67541 
(xp 3/3) 

Bi-CURIOUS 

Bi-curious, ikg to experience it with 
someone gentile and discreet. Box 
64512 (xp1/1) 

Dress Up 

into S&M. 30yo. 6"1" 18 


Michael, 41yo, bi top ikg2 meet sub 
btms 19-30. I'm 150ibs, 8" thick 
brr/grn. Box 50852 (xp2/27) 
DISCIPLINE 

Dave WM dark hair/bive 5'10 mous: 
tache 180ibs ikg2 meet guys into 
giving and/or receiving bare btm 
spankings discipline and role play 
Box 16342 (xp 3/2) 

Sub C/D 

50yo WM, clean discreet dom N. of 


Boston. Lkg4 sub c/d who need good 


Spankings as weil as training 
discipline. Must travel. Box 33952 
(xp 3/2) 

Lets play dress up 

Tiny plaid skirt, white stockings and 
Stilletos. | love to get fu™"ed. Box 
56531 (xp 2/2) 

Give HEAD, Ride Tail 

Cute black, ve 
like to host a real mar 


giving head and ride tail. | 


masculine top who really use 
a bottom. | love big hairy men whc 
appreciate a nice round sexy body 


Box 41391. (xp1/23) 


Be my TOP 
6’, 140ibs, bionde/green 
ikg for a top. Box 80231 (xp 3/3) 
Swatiow My LOAD 


Donald. Worcester. 52yo. 5'2” husky 


buitd. Top Ikg for cum-hungry bott< 
Box 67231 (xp1/21) 
Love Giving HEAD 


Ri area. Easy going. 5°10” brown hair 


brown eyes. Love giving blowjobs. 
if you like head, call me. Box 57661 
(p 1/20) 

Let's hook up. 


Chris 22yo tkg2 hook up with some- 


one cider. I'm a bottom. Box 
(xp2/4) 
Watch XXX With Me. 


46yo. 5°10” 190ib. Blue eyes, Brown 
hair. BIWM. Boston area. I'm looking 
for bicurious Couple btwn ages of 40- 


60. I'll get you both off. Watch Xxx 
Phin @ incl. Box 45962. (xp 2/9) 
Fulfill my dream 

Michaei. 50 y/o WM 6’, 210ibs. 


Versatile. You need to host and be 


Clean and discreet.. Box 55281 (xp 

Lkg for an older mant 

32y/o, 170 Ibs. bi/bI. Excellent 


shape. 58+ or okder gay couple. Just 


for some fun. Box 62741 (xp 2/8) 


Bottom seeking a top 


Matt, 19, from Webster MA. Lg for 
a hot top to hookup. Box 57461 (xp 


™ a bottom 


Top and more 

Brown/green, hairy, and versatile. 
More top than bottom but will do any- 
thing. Box 99231 (xp 2/5) 

Let me rub you down 

5'9, 169 ibs. 40 y/o, br/br. Facial hair 
Good shape. Really good bottom, 
good massages. Disease and drug 
free. | can host. Box 55991 (xp 2/3) 
Get kinky 

White male into bondage. Very kinky 
and submissive. Need a top or bottom 
to be dominant. Hook up and play 
Box 78721 (xp 1/10) 

Hook up 

South of Boston. Lig to travel and 
hook up. Box 50311 (xp 2/27) 

Love being serviced 

Lg to hookup. Bi and married. New 
to Boston and will need to travel and 
be discreet. Box 10081 (xp 2/1) 
North shore top? 

Lkg for dominant top between Maiden 
and Peabody to host. | want to fol- 
low your instructions. 5°10, 150 ibs, 
extremely agile. Box 43081 (3/2) 
Providence area hook up 

Bi-curious. 6 ft, 200 Ibs, 40 y/o blonde 
hair. Lkg to hook up and play. Box 
61131 (xp 2/21 

| love CUM 

Lkg for someone to talk to. Leave me 


messages about your cum. | never let 
a load go without going in my throat 
So jerk me off. Box 51711 (xp 1/14) 

| like it vanitia 

Submissive bottorn from metro west 
with big low hanging balls. You should 
be very dominating. Box 87361 ( 

xp 3/2) 

Sg orally active tops 

Paul from CT. 46, bi/bI, 200 Ibs, WM. 
Would love a versatile black top. 
Bottoms okay for mutual oral. Box 
42641 (3/2) 

More than friends 

African American, north of Boston. Lkg 
for a friend possibly more. Box 10521 
(xp 1/27) 

The girtfnend is away 

24 bi mate Ikg for hot phone sex. 
Come on guys, lets get it on. Box 
61202 (xp 1/14) 

Discreet encounter 

Bi male. ikg for the same for a safe 
discreet encounter. Box 51581 (xp 
12/17) 

Masculine black male 

180 Ibs. Nice build. Bald head, mous- 
tache, and goatee. Lkg for other mas- 
culine dudes. Box 58351 (xp 3/2) 
Skg confident top guy 

Brian. 5°9, 150 ibs. Medium trim. 7 

in cut. | am a bottom that can be a 
top too. Love 69 and lots of oral. Box 
52541 (xp 1/3) 

Total Bottom 

| want to be on my knees with my 
mouth wide open. Lkg for a big thick 
cock to make love to. Ph. # Incl. Box 
70872 (xp 2/4) 

Erotic Total Body PLEASURE 

Skg White, Latino and Asain males 
18-45 to pleasure on reg. basis. Start 
out w/ massage then move 2 full body 
foreplay massage. Then 2 the best 
release of you life. No beer bellies. No 
recip necessary. Let me hear from you. 
Box 58871 (xp2/6) 

LUCK Me 

| like getting licked all over then 
fcked. Box 77021 (xp2/3) 


> 
re gees 2 in wide. Don't be older than 38. Box ie 
= Latin hottie 
+866-541-5877 |s2.69/mi 27, Latin. 5°9, 170ibs with facial hair for 
ws, 900-990 18+ on 80x 78882 (3/2) # 
‘ 
4 
4 
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TEXTATHE KEY.WO! 


Phone Fantasy-Direct Call Back 
800~395~7525 


Min 
Min 


Discover 
visa 
ONLY 


| 


12 M THEPHOENIX.COM/ADULT 


781-691-2424 
Worcester 
Manchester 603-296-4500 
Providence 401-621-0888 
207-221-5555 
Springfield 413-439-1500 
Other cities 1-877-834-4044 


waiting hear from you! 


BOSTON 


CALL 1-866-607 
NOW! 25 mins for ‘$25 


1-900-622-2100 


Wild. Explicit. 
Private and Erotic Chat with Sexy Locals. 


exchange’ 


Where singles 


PERSONALS 


+ No hability Restrictions apply. 


Gay/Bi? ! 
SEXY, WILD 


Cw our 900 number: 1-900-287-2200 at $20/45 min. NEW! nightexchange.com 1 


LADIES CALL FREE! 
1-800-999-FREE 


(1-800-999-3733) 


the falk FUN, ANONYMOUS! 


NOW! 


> 
& 
3 
3 
‘Eager an excitin WO nen a 1g tO 


THEPHOENIX.COM/ADULT 


LOCAL GIRLS! 


Want get 
nasty with you! 


Boston 781-426-9000 
Worcester 508-635-9595 
Manchester 603-296-4000 
Providence 401-223-7070 
Portland 207-615-0055 
Springfield 413-439-2000 
Hartford 860-380-4444 
New Haven 203-907-4545 
Bridgeport 203-549-0303 
Stamford 203-724-0033 
Other Cities 1-888-257-5757 


Mobile pay, text 
“QUEST” 77003 


$9.99/15min 


-900 


1-473-405-6999 


INTYLLD 18+ 


LOCAL DATELINE 


BAT 


the woman 
choice! 


Boston 

617.338.9990 


Lowell 978.856.0855 
Peabody 978.854.0800 


FREE code 9000 
CALL NOW! 


For other cities call 


(888) MegaMates 


REAL LOCAL 
WANNA GET NAUGHTY 
WITH YOu! 


we THE BOSTON PHOENIX | A T RVICE pC ECEMBER 21 3 
a | | | \ | 
ait 


“ 


have the 


your 


Av 


crec 


THEPHOENIX.COM/ADULT 


and Respond 


10 


“all costs 


respond 


900.226.855 


Buy Block Time 


min. Only $40 
min. Only $130 


WOMEN 
SEEKING MEN 


AFTERNOON FLING 


~ kine for a lover t 


ANYTHING YOU NEED 


Bi FEMALE 


BIG, BUSTY & BEAUTIFUL 


& wa f 
t make sure y a ta 


BRIANNA 


xy, black Bart 


CHARM SCHOOL NOW 
IN SESSION 


f you are 


FIRST TIM 


New 2 this but want 


GENEROUS GENT? 


d lke female 30's await 


you. Seeking gentile 


engaged arranger 


talk. #7189 


GET MORE 


ISPHERE 
COM for sexy and ready 
ingies NOW 


Check out ER’ 


GET PER- 
SONAL 


Place your ad RIGHT 
NOW!!! 
Call 617-450-8761 


GET RELIEF 


Horny? Bored? Lonely? 
Cali 800-314-7958 


GIVE ME ORAL 

And you will receive. 26 SWF 
whe loves going at it in public 
places. Lkg for someone just as 
adventurous. interested in men 
only... for now. #7497 


HONDURAS BABY 

5'1, thick in all the right places 
outgoing, seeking a new adven 
ture. #7804 


HOT HOT HOT 


Fancy 9 do a da 


FOR 
you 


MISTRESS FANTASIES 


your wife SWF 


SINGLE WHITE CHRIS- 
TIAN FEMALE 


ave ersa 

n of w 

@ and my b 
White an Men, b . 
SLUT 4U 
ew to a ‘of th 

SORORITY GIRL IN NEED 
OF SCHOOLING 

Blonde hair, 
man 2 me new 
SPICY LATINA 
0. Sié t ve 
& want to experim with a 

an who has no boundarie 
Make stasy & 
tw All men 
we the 
better. #7494 
SWEET AND RIPE LIKE 
HONEY 
Hi im a sweet young 23 year 


utie Ikg 2 have fun 
& experience new things. | con 
yself 2B a 


mnocent but with a wild kinky 


tie shy 


side that needs 2 B brow 
ican Bg 


As far as sex im wil 


ght out 
assive & aggressive 
ling 2 try 
anything almost once. My best 
features | would say R my volup 
tuos breasts which are 38dd my 
beautiful caramel skin tone, my 
sensual full lips ready for tast 
ing, and my beautiful green eyes 
ready to gaze into. #7688 


WHERE ARE YOU 

Sub sissy/ of not... are you 
AFRAID TO COME OUT? Come 
and be trained by this domina in 
all types of submission. #7188 


WILD JOURNEY? 
Sexy, spontaneous 34yo old 
SWF seeks spiritual, creative. 
witty, charismatic male, 30-40 
for ail manner of kink. Cross 
Gressers welcome. #4421 


ee eet 


MEN SEEKING 
WOMEN 


ATTRACTIVE ATHLETIC 
GUY SEEKS FUN EASY 
GOING GIRL 
Hey girls, a me e to stay 
avs 3 week | like meeting new 
eople a 2 a good time 
enjoy and watch 
For are 
F 4 


BLACK LOLLIPOP 


CANT GET ENOUGH 68 
e ether. 


CURIOUS GENTLEMAN 
HERE 


GET MORE 


heck out THEPHOENIX 
COM/ADULT for ready and 


sexy singles NOW!!! 


GET PERSONAL 


Place your ad RIGHT 


NO 
Call 617-450-8761 


GET RELIEF 


Horny? Bored? Lonely? 
0-314-7958 


Call 8C 


HELLO 


| am looking how to learn how 


to perform ora! sex. Not very 
experienced at this sort of thing. 
#7675 
HELP 


Looking to meet interesting 
people, I'm open to a lot of 
ideas. | love sex, but I'm more 
interested in short-term reta- 
tionships, | am open to new 
ideas, and | am very pleasing 
person. #7699 


HORNY AND LONELY AND 
WANT TO GET LAID 


m a single and loney guy « 
ng for awoman single, divorced 
or married ages SO to $5 for ne 
strings attached sex. i'm loney 
and hornny and i want to get 
laid. i'm not into s/m but i de 
ke to get a littie kinky. i'm 

king .for a woman for wild 
and passomate sex i'm good 


bed and know how to please a 


woman | want a woman wh 


3 2 d in bed and who kn 
how to e aman. ify 
ted in the above | w 
e hear from y we 
have areal time. you w 
y you did. # 


HORNY AND LOOKING 


FOR SEX 

rT ig for a woman singie 
ma age fi 

m d alone a 

watcn movies 
e s/m but ke 


nate 


od in bed and would 


ke the wornan | meet to be the 


w how to please 
woman a 


want a woman wh 


knows how 


ease a man 


you are inte 


sted in having 


tached sex i would like 


1 yOu. you won't be 


HOT BOY LONELY LOOK- 
ING FOR COMPANY 


1SO LADY SMOKER 


a fun and adventurou 


woman Will you indu' ge my 
fetishes for a sexy lady who 
enjoys leather and smokes? Do 
you love to dress up in black 
leather such as high heeled 
shoes and boots, skirts, gloves. 
etc’ Lets enjoy dinner, dancing 
and me light 


ng your long white 


cigarette. Call Soon! #7741 


LADIES IM HERE AND 
EAGER 

Ladies I'm here and very eager 
to meet some of you beautifu 
woman in the area. I'm cape 
verdean, carame! complexion 
easy to get along with love 
woman with a nice ass love tc 
socialize and most important 
I'm straight forward on anything 
do. #7805 


LOOKING FOR A WOMAN 
WITH HOTTT THIGHS AND 
FEET 

Tall, goodicoking, straight male 
Looking for sore fun with fe 
tishs’. Thighs and hottt feet! 
#7691 


LOOKING FOR SEXY 
WOMEN 

Jam nice guy, looking to hook up 
with sexy woman who wants to 
try new things. #7701 


MORNING GLORY 


H going through 
tured it to be 


NEVER ENOUGH FOR ME 


STUD FOR PLAY 


k ay Clean & very 


WANNA SHOW THIS 
ROOKIE THE ROPES 

@ for some new fun 
ffer. Take charge. Be my 


er an eager beave 


MEN 
MEN 


y. 8 
y/o. Ike 4 generous 
“ at su 
AVERAGE MAN 
kg to meet a single guy or TS 
bottom. | can 


BEND ME OVER Your 
KNEE 
Submissive 3 O ibs. Lkg 
meone older S0s-60s w 
body. Be dominant and 


s knee to spank 


DRESS UP IN WOMEN’S 

CLOTHES 

Lkg 4 dresser 
kirts, business suits 

ng like a 

Meet with you and 


Really likes dres 
talk. Do all sorts of nasty things. 
47 y/o, 6i, 190ibs. 617-374-3131 
Box 86602 


DRESS UP IN WOMEN’S 
CLOTHES 

Lkg 4 cross dresser who likes 
boots, skirts, business suits. 
Really likes dressing like a 
woman. Meet with you and 
talk. Do all sorts of nasty things. 
47 y/o, 6i, 190!bs. 617-374-3131 
Box 86602 


FRIENDS AND FUN 
Looking for friends and fun. 
| don't like to talk about me i 
want u to discover me. #7687 


GET MORE 
CALL 1-617-314-3131 NOW 
for hot MAN 2 MAN ac- 

tion!!! 


GET PER- 
SONAL 


Place your ad RIGHT 
Now!!! 
Cait 617-450-8761 


GET RELIEF 


Horny? Bored? Lonely? 


HEALTHY BOTTOM SEEK- 
ING HUNG TOP 


Not sure how | ended 
Phoenix Per als but | am a 
t d, ma ne bi bottom 
with pictures t are and a 
e HUNG t “ e 


e¢ a asis. If thats you, a 
Vv want to k wr e, say 
h #7 

LATIN HOTTIE 

27, Latin. 579 ibs with facia 
hair. Versat 4-3 

LKG FoR C/D 

Black C/O. tke for another C/C 


3131 Box 78 
LOOKING FOR CUM 
nm hot and looking for cum t 


m new to this 


27694 


Jo anything 


LOOKING FOR SOMEONE 
SUBMISSIVE 


68 y/o, good looking,Si0 1 

ibs. MWM. Sturdy and hairy 
Brown hair and eyes. 6 in uncut 
Big nuts. Very mascu' 


to suck c**k 


ne. Love 
Love to rim a** 
Canit host but can travel 
miles within new Bedford 617 
374-3131 Box 63882 


LOVE THE SMELL AND 
TASTE OF LEATHER 

| get off on guys who wear leath 
er. Age and looks donit matter 
Love watching him stroke. Let 
him shoot all over me. 5 8 
138 Ibs. blonde. Right outsid 
of Boston. 6.5 cut. 617-374 


Box 59992 


LOVE TO PLEASE 

40 y/o WM. Southern NH. 5i8. 
brown/biue, facial hair. 8 in. and 
very oral. Lkg to hookup. Can 
travel. 617-374-3131 Box 72452 


NEW TO SCENE. TEACH 
ME 

Bi 52 y/o. Lkg to travel and 
hook up. Lkg for older men and 
cross dressers. 617-374-3131 Box 
$0312 


SIMPLY LOOKING 

Seeking for someone to com- 
municate with; widower for over 
six years. #7809 


SPOIL PARTY PLAY 
Masculine good looking laid 
back dad. Si7, 175ibs, 7in cut. Be 
18+, lean, cute, smooth and dis- 
creet. 617-374-3131 Box 61732 


THE GIRLFRIEND IS AWAY 
24 bi male ike for hot phone sex 
Come on guys, lets get it on. 617. 
374-3131 Box 61202 


SH: 
Bosto est Adult 
¥ tle romance | am Hot Hot Hot 
to serve. Very tight so pre 
man. Cave for me and | care 
ery need. Like naughty o's fun with. Someone who shares 
#7672 
™ “side Greater Boston, call told what love ty t be forbidden. | will d get blown and fuck on a fairly 
Cell phones do not wor pread a ve giving head 
wit 900 or 976. mbe Very much into writing short 
es and poetry walking fun fre king for 
the same a gasy to get a little kinky. looking for a 
vip #7696 woman for wild and 
hes Versatile top who likes almc 
lone forad eet a 
everything. lim 10in and love to 
anytime anywhere. Also int 
up poking for a hook up in everett 
a 673 ust came from the club it wa 
ee side. Ske a profe ai type 
me to the lifestyle i've 
ene? fantasies. #7493 been so curious about. #7674 
7.450.8761 
ad 17. 5 8 
take Me over 
me me. 617-374 Box 65272 
> 
y 


THE PLEASURE SEEKER 
Looking to expand my sexual 
horizons, Want to try new 


thines. #7668 


you COOL? 

28yo black man, looking for cool 
dudes to hang with, clean, and 
Gown to have a good time. 617 


374-3131 Box 75031 


WOMEN 


SEEKING 


WOMEN 


GET MORE 


Log on to EROSPHERE 


COM to find the woman of 
your drearns!'' 


GET PER- 
SONAL 


Place your ad RIGHT 
Call 617-450-8761 


GET RELIEF 


Horny? Bored? Lonely? 
Call 800-314-7958 


FREE SWING PARTIES 
Smail intimate home 
Couples and single women 
invited. N/S, casual and 
sensual atmosphere 
#8258 


GET MORE 
Check out EROSPHERE 
COM to find your perfect 
playtime partners!!! 


GET PER- 
SONAL 


Place your ad RIGHT 
Call 617-450-8761 


GET RELIEF 


Horny? Bored? Lonely? 
Call 800-314-7958 


2 CURIOUS GUYS 

We need to be shown how to 
have fun. Two guys who are very 
curious and love sex and being 
watched. #7686 


ADD SOME SPICE 

Are you a gay couple, friends, 
dinner group. 37 bicurious white 
male. 6/1, 225ibs, black hair 
and hazel eyes. Loves being 
admired. Looking for mature 
older men who want to add a 
little spice. Discreet. 617-374- 
3137 Box 2071 


AWESOME SEXY COUPLE 
My lady is a very sexy Italian 
woman. She is 43 (looks like 
the Eva Longoria type) looks 
very young. She is looking to be 
with a woman... You... all she 
wants is for me to watch. | wont 
be involved at ail....i'm a sexy 
black man 6ft 190!bs and very 
handsome... if you would like 
contact us... we can meet for a 
drink. #7802 


COMPANION FOR YOU 

companion looking for couples 
and single ladies to have fun 
with. Im a personal trainer 17 
years from Monterey CA. love 
travel, dancing, just living the 


good life. #7685 


FULFILL MY WIFE'S 
FANTASY 

Skg well hung (prefer dark men) 
to fulfill wife's fantasy of two 
guys at once. We are normal 
couple seeking to spice up sex 
life a bit with a mfm three- 
some for my wife, no male on 
male contact, meet for drinks, 
get hotel and have safe clean 
fun. #7571 


GET MORE 


Log on to THEPHOENIX. 
OM/ADULT to find the 
spice you're looking for 


GET PER- 
SONAL 


Piace you ad RIGHT NOW!!! 
Cail 617-450-8761 


GET RELIEF 


Horny? Bored? Lonely? 
Call 800-314-7958 


HEALTHY ATTRACTIVE 
SAFE MALE 

Healthy attractive safe male 
looking to make new friends. 
#7664 


HELLO HOW ARE YOU 

Weill we are here to find a nice 
clean girl to have fun with 
#7806 


LIKE TO SPICE IT UP 
Awesome, very goodiooking 
40's couple, looking for choice 
maies, females or couple for fun 
time. All calls returned. #7807 


MARRIED AND BORED 
married and bored looking for 
some kinky anything goes ac- 
tion need to be very discreet to 
much to loose. #7705 


NEW TO THIS 

My girlfriend is looking to have a 
lesbian experience and | told her 
| would hook up the situation so 
if anybody is interested in pop- 
ping her cherry please feel free 
to contact me. #7663 


YOUR CHRISTMAS WISH 
Sexy professional SWM, green 
eyes, attractive & hung. Seeking 
M/SF and couples,for uninhib- 
ited fun. Possible LTR. #7739 


THEPHOENIX.COM/ADULT 


800.450.8 


we” 


EMBER 21. 2 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX | ADULT SERVICES | | 1s 
Double your pleasure finding even more ads 
pe 
lace Your Erosphere today! 
are 
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Charmeuse Jacket 
Deep V-Neck T-Shirt 
Unisex Slim Slack 
Vinyl Duffle Bag 


American 


Locations: 


Back Bay 
138 Newbury 

a Boston, MA 02116 
Phone: (617) 536-4768 


Cambridge 
47 Brattle St 
Cambridge, MA 02138 


Phone: (617) 661-2770 


Providence 

159 Weybosset St 
Providence, Ri 02903 
Phone: (401) 861-0007 


To learn more about our 
company, to shop online, 
and to find ali store locations, 
visit our web site 
www.americanapparel.net 
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